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the Civil Rights Restoration Act, the Women’s 
Business Ownership Act, and the Family and 
Medical Leave Act. 

Caucus members have championed wom-
en’s issues around the world reaching from 
Egypt to China. At the U.N. world conferences 
on women and children, the Caucus brought 
to the U.N.’s attention the plight of refugees. 

Few of these accomplishments would have 
been possible without the insightful and trail-
blazing leaders of women such as Corinne 
‘‘Lindy’’ Claiborne Boggs. She served nine 
terms in the House before retiring in 1990. In 
1997, Boggs was nominated by President 
Clinton to be the U.S. ambassador to the Vati-
can City. 

Boggs has served this House and country 
well, now we have the opportunity to show our 
gratitude.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
evening to honor Ambassador and Congress-
woman Corinne ‘‘Lindy’’ Claiborne Boggs, a 
great and timeless leader and lady of this 
House. 

I had the privilege of serving with Lindy 
Boggs from the time I arrived in Congress in 
1983 until her congressional retirement in 
1991. As a member of the Banking Committee 
and the Appropriations Committee, she cham-
pioned many causes including equal credit for 
women, civil rights, and community develop-
ment. 

Lindy was instrumental in founding the 
Women’s Caucus in 1977 when there were 
only 15 women in the House. She served as 
Caucus Secretary. Throughout her congres-
sional career, she was dedicated to improving 
the lives of women and families. 

So, as we celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
the founding of the Women’s Caucus, it is only 
fitting that we honor Lindy’s lifelong achieve-
ments. Her portrait hangs in the Women’s 
Reading room now renamed The Corinne 
Lindy Claiborne Bogg Room for years hence. 

Lindy has the distinction of being the first 
woman elected to the House of Representa-
tives from the state of Louisiana and the first 
woman to chair a national political convention, 
leading the Democratic National Convention 
that nominated former President Jimmy Carter 
in 1976. 

She was also America’s distinguished Am-
bassador to the Holy See during the Clinton 
Administration, the first woman ever appointed 
to this post. 

On April 19, 1977, fifteen Congresswomen 
held the first meeting of the Women’s Caucus. 
At the time there were a total of 18 female 
members of the House of Representatives and 
2 female Members of the Senate. Twenty five 
years later, we have 62 female members of 
the House of Representatives and 13 female 
members of the Senate. Our progress is slow 
but steady, a testament to a nation that has 
expanded liberty for all people since our 
founding. 

With growing strength in numbers, Lindy’s 
bipartisan spirit lives on today. The Congres-
sional Women’s Caucus continues to carry the 
torch for equitable pay, women’s health, and 
child welfare under the leadership of Con-
gresswoman Juanita Millender-McDonald of 
California and Congresswoman Judy Biggert 
of Illinois. 

Lindy’s spirit of bipartisanship has served as 
the key to the Caucus’s strength and success, 
and I am honored to be a co-sponsor of this 
resolution. As a member of this people’s 

House and the Women’s Caucus for the past 
20 years, I extend my sincere admiration and 
deepest appreciation to Corinne ‘‘Lindy’’ Clai-
borne Boggs for there extraordinary service to 
the people of the United States and the world 
and her unwavering dedication to the estab-
lishment of the Congressional Women’s Cau-
cus. Onward and godspeed to Lindy and her 
beautiful family.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. LIN-
DER) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the concurrent resolution, 
H. Con. Res. 439. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H. Con. Res. 439. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECOGNIZING CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
PAUL ECKE, JR., TO POINSETTIA 
INDUSTRY 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 471) to recognize the 
significant contributions of Paul Ecke, 
Jr., to the poinsettia industry, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 471

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes Paul Ecke, Jr.’s legendary 
energy, generosity, integrity, optimism, de-
termination, and love of people which have 
enabled him to develop the poinsettia indus-
try as well as to touch and improve the lives 
of children and adults all over the world 
through his extraordinary contributions; and 

(2) extends its condolences to the Ecke 
Family and to the floral industry on the 
death of Paul Ecke, Jr., who was a philan-
thropist, and advocate for education, and a 
warm, loving, and brilliant human being. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. PUTNAM) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. PUTNAM). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 471. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have 

the House consider H. Res. 471, impor-
tant legislation introduced by our dis-
tinguished and decorated colleague, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
CUNNINGHAM). 

This resolution recognizes the sig-
nificant contributions of Paul Ecke, 
Jr., to the horticultural industry and 
in particular the poinsettia industry. 

The poinsettia is named after Joel 
Roberts Poinsett, the United States 
Ambassador to Mexico from 1825 to 
1829. Ambassador Poinsett, who col-
lected the flower while serving as Am-
bassador and sent them to his green-
house in South Carolina, brought the 
first poinsettia to the United States. 

Since then, the poinsettia has grown 
to become synonymous with the 
Christmas holiday season. For more 
than 150 years, December 12 has been 
traditionally recognized as National 
Poinsettia Day. That date marks the 
death of Ambassador Poinsett. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that all Members 
support this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, Paul Ecke, Jr., revolu-
tionized the way poinsettias are bred, 
produced and sold in the United States, 
making it the best selling potted flow-
ering plant in the United States and 
the world. 

The poinsettia, which is native to 
Central America, flourished in South-
ern Mexico, where the Aztec Indians 
used it decoratively, for medicine, and 
for dye for textiles. The poinsettia was 
first brought to the U.S. by Joel Rob-
erts Poinsett, the U.S. Ambassador to 
Mexico from 1825 to 1829. 

Ecke Ranch, established by Paul 
Ecke, Sr., and subsequently owned and 
developed by Paul Ecke, Jr., created a 
worldwide poinsettia market. In 2001, 
poinsettias contributed $250 million in 
sales at the wholesale level to the 
United States economy, and many 
times that amount to the economies of 
countries around the world.

b 1800 

This resolution recognizes Paul Ecke, 
Jr.’s integrity and determination and 
love of people which have enabled him 
to develop the poinsettia industry and 
extends condolences to his family on 
his death. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
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gentleman from California (Mr. 
CUNNINGHAM), the distinguished and 
decorated top gun in the House; it is a 
pleasure to be his wing man. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
this time. 

Mr. Speaker, Paul Ecke, Jr., was not 
a Congressman, he was not a Senator, 
but most of the Members in this House, 
and the other body as well, have bene-
fited not only from Paul Ecke, Jr., but 
his entire family. 

I rise in tribute to Paul Ecke, Jr., 
who passed away at the age of 76. I do 
so for my San Diego colleagues who are 
on a plane unable to make it here to-
night, and also former member Ron 
Packard. 

I rise today to pay tribute to the life 
and accomplishments of my friend, 
Paul Ecke, Jr., and also my con-
stituent. Paul was a devoted husband 
and father, a leader in the San Diego 
community, and a force in the poin-
settia industry. While his leadership 
and the business made him an inter-
national figure, it was his warm heart 
and caring personality that made him 
a community leader and friend. The en-
tire Ecke family has dedicated them-
selves to children, education, and the 
betterment of San Diegoans. 

Since I came to Congress, Paul and I 
have worked together on issues impor-
tant to our community of San Diego 
and to the flower industry worldwide. 
Paul’s boundless leadership and gen-
erosity was evident in his support of 
local charities. The Magdalena Ecke 
YMCA, which was named after his 
mother; the San Diego Museum of Nat-
ural History, which he dedicated per-
sonal time in the overseeing of; the 
California State University at San 
Marcos, and the Del Mar Fair Grounds. 
In addition, Paul’s industry has given 
America the world’s poinsettia for holi-
days. Eighty percent of the world’s 
poinsettias are licensed to the Ecke 
ranch, not a small accomplishment. 

I will never forget the first time I 
met Paul. He came to meet me in my 
home when I was a candidate for 
United States Congress. He walked in 
my living room, he picked up a basket 
of silk flowers from my coffee table 
and immediately threw them in the 
garbage. He told me that he would re-
place it with something better, and 
later that day, he sent me an arrange-
ment of real flowers. Paul was a man 
who noticed every detail and never 
hesitated to tell you what he was 
thinking, and who always followed 
through with his promises. 

Paul’s life exemplified commitment 
and service to his community, and he 
leaves behind a legacy for his family, 
his friends, and fellow Americans to 
follow. 

Together with poinsettias, Paul Ecke 
leaves a legacy of philanthropy. His 
generosity extended not only just to 
the YMCA, but his father had the Paul 
Ecke Elementary School named after 
him, so we can see the entire family 
has been involved in education. 

Paul Ecke, Sr., who died in 1991, de-
veloped the first poinsettia cultivar 
from a wildflower native to Mexico so 
that it could be successfully grown in 
an indoor potted plant. Over the years, 
the family marketed the plant so it 
could become synonymous with the 
Christmas holidays. Today, the family 
employs 300 people in Encinitas and 
1,000 in Mexico. 

As a member of the YMCA Board of 
Directors for many years, Ecke, Jr.’s 
signature fund raiser was a holiday 
poinsettia ball and annual benefit that 
would raise $75,000 minimum a year for 
scholarships for children of low-income 
families to use at the YMCA. From 1992 
to 2000, Ecke, Jr. was a member of the 
Del Mar Board. During his tenure, the 
fair flower show expanded to a nation-
ally recognized event. Paul Ecke, Jr.’s 
son, Paul Ecke, III, now runs the busi-
ness and told me the motto of the Ecke 
family house was ‘‘We never give up.’’ 
Paul Ecke, III said that he showed us 
by example that you do not lie, you do 
not cheat, and you do not steal, and 
that you are fair. 

Paul Ecke, Jr., joined the Navy and 
served in the Pacific aboard USS 
Knapp. He was called back to duty in 
1951 to serve as an ensign aboard the 
USS Perkins in the China Sea during 
the Korean War. Even then, his green 
thumb was irrepressible. Paul Ecke, Jr. 
told me a story about his father, that 
the guns had shook the ship so much 
that the Captain’s flowerpots had jig-
gled all the dirt out. Paul Ecke, Jr. got 
the captain to go to the North Korean 
shore and gather more earth so that 
the flowers could grow on the USS Per-
kins. He was a horticulturist. 

Paul Ecke, Jr. earned a degree in 
horticulture from Ohio State Univer-
sity in 1949. From there, Ecke, Jr. pio-
neered the use of greenhouses to grow 
his flowers. He was responsible for the 
construction of the Floral Trade Cen-
ter in Carlsbad. If any of the Members 
have ever attended the flower gath-
ering once a year held over in the Can-
non Building, it was Paul Ecke, Jr. 
who organized the entire event and 
gave flowers out to every Member of 
Congress and lady that wanted them, 
and most of the men as well, for their 
ladies. 

Yes, Paul was a giant man. He was 
not a Congressman. He was not a Sen-
ator. We will miss him. 

Mr. Ecke is survived by his wife, 
Maureen; daughter, Sara Ecke May of 
Greensboro, North Carolina; daughter 
Lizbeth Ecke; son of Paul Ecke, III, 
and 7 grandchildren. May God bless 
Paul Ecke, Jr. 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

In addition to the other fine things 
that have been said about Paul Ecke, 
Jr., he also led the horticulture indus-
try’s successful effort to include for the 
first time significant research funding 
for floral and nursery crops in the re-
search budget of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture. We extend 
our condolences to the Ecke family and 

to the floral industry on the death of 
Paul Ecke, Jr., who was a philan-
thropist, an advocate for education, 
and a warm and loving human being.

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join 
my colleagues in their tribute to Paul Ecke, Jr. 
and the Ecke family for their contributions to 
the floral and horticulture industries in this 
country and particularly for their devotion to 
the cultivation and improvement of the poin-
settia plant. 

This is a case where the impact one family 
has had on an industry cannot go 
unmentioned, and the unfortunate passing of 
Paul Ecke, Jr., gives us the opportunity to pay 
tribute to him and to his father. 

Their ingenuity and hard work have made 
poinsettias a holiday tradition and the largest 
selling potted plant in this country. It is also an 
amazing feat when one thinks that over 80 
percent of all poinsettia plants grown in the 
world can trace their origin to the Ecke Ranch. 

Paul Ecke, Jr., was a tireless worker on be-
half of the entire floriculture industry and his 
efforts will truly be missed. I send my condo-
lences to his family and to his industry. 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Members to support this resolution, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TERRY). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. PUTNAM) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 471. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE FOR THE 
10-MONTH-LONG WORLD TRADE 
CENTER CLEANUP AND RECOV-
ERY EFFORTS AT THE FRESH 
KILLS LANDFILL ON STATEN IS-
LAND, NEW YORK, FOLLOWING 
THE TERRORIST ATTACKS OF 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 
Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 492) expressing grat-
itude for the 10-month-long World 
Trade Center cleanup and recovery ef-
forts at the Fresh Kills Landfill on 
Staten Island, New York, following the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 492

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives thanks and pays tribute to all those 
whose 10 months of efforts at Fresh Kills 
Landfill on Staten Island, New York, to 
clean up the debris from the site of the 
World Trade Center, and to recover the re-
mains and effects of the victims, following 
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, 
helped to bring healing and closure to the 
victims’ families and loved ones, to New 
York, and to the Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. PUTNAM) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. PUTNAM). 
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