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(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 

the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f 

STOP MERCURY EMISSIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, the Great 
Lakes are under attack from many en-
vironmental threats, such as invasive 
species, PCB contamination, and other 
aquatic pollutants. In the next week, 
along with the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. UPTON), the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. STUPAK), and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND), I 
will be introducing the Great Lakes 
Mercury Reduction Act, which will 
prohibit the issuance of new permits 
under the Clean Air Act that will re-
sult in the deposition of any additional 
mercury into the Great Lakes. 

Our legislation seeks to halt new 
mercury pollution sources that would 
deposit further amounts of mercury 
into the Great Lakes. Currently, the 
technology does not exist to stop mer-
cury emissions from already-permitted 
sources. Therefore, we should not allow 
construction of new mercury pollution 
sources. 

Our legislation will not affect exist-
ing sources already permitted under 
the Clean Air Act, but rather, will halt 
addition of new sources of mercury 
that will further degrade the Great 
Lakes with mercury pollution. Air-
borne mercury is the dominant source 
of mercury in the Great Lakes; and ac-
cording to the Lake Michigan Federa-
tion, 1⁄70 of a teaspoon of mercury can 
contaminate a 25-acre lake. Mercury 
quickly bioaccumulates, contami-
nating the food chain and making the 
fish of the lakes inedible by humans. 

The Federal Government must ad-
dress mercury pollution, because suffi-
cient reduction limits were not set in 
the Clean Air Act Amendments in 1990. 
The act only contained large general 
national emission numbers, and con-
trol studies monitoring the growing 
problems with mercury pollution. 
While the Clean Air Act required ex-
tensive studies of the potential dangers 
of mercury, it deferred much of the 
work on limiting mercury emissions to 
the States. 

In 1997, the United States and Can-
ada, as part of the Great Lakes Bina-
tional Toxics Strategy, met to address 
strategies for eliminating toxic sub-
stances in the Great Lakes. These 
talks resulted in each nation agreeing 
to address a number of toxic emissions, 
including mercury. According to this 
agreement, the United States will seek 
to reduce airborne emissions of mer-
cury by 50 percent, and Canada by 90 
percent by the year 2006. 

President Bush and the Congress 
both made the elimination of mercury 
pollution an environmental priority of 
this Congress. In his Clear Skies Initia-

tive, President Bush seeks to cut mer-
cury emissions up to 69 percent and 
create the first-ever national cap for 
mercury emissions. Mercury emissions 
will be cut from current emissions 
from 48 tons to a cap of 26 tons in 2010, 
and 15 tons in 2018. Likewise, two simi-
lar proposals in Congress will seek to 
cap mercury emissions for the first 
time ever for air quality improve-
ments. 

In my district, Lake Michigan is the 
source of our drinking water, and the 
lake provides recreation in the sum-
mertime, and once provided fish for 
eating. We now know that Lake Michi-
gan fish are harmful because of the 
toxins they contain. According to the 
EPA, each year over 3,000 pounds of 
mercury pollution are dumped into 
Lake Michigan, and 86 percent of that 
comes from direct atmospheric deposi-
tion. Recently, the North Shore Sani-
tary District obtained a permit from 
the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency to build a sludge sewage incin-
erator on the shores of Lake Michigan 
in Waukegan, Illinois. If construction 
commences, the mercury emitted from 
this sludge incinerator will be the first 
new source of mercury pollution in the 
Great Lakes in over a decade. 

My top environmental goal in this 
Congress is to protect Lake Michigan 
and the Great Lakes. Earlier this year, 
I chaired the Nuclear Fuel Safety Cau-
cus, which sought the safe removal of 
nuclear waste from key environmental 
ecosystems in the Great Lakes bur-
dened with nuclear waste on our 
shores. The approval of the nuclear 
waste resolution in this Congress will 
make our 10th district nuclear free 
upon completion of the National Nu-
clear Waste Repository. But now, Con-
gress must focus its attention on mer-
cury pollution in the Great Lakes. 

Airborne mercury pollution is an 
issue which the Federal Government 
has ignored in years past. Further mer-
cury pollution of the Great Lakes will 
irreparably damage our fragile eco-
system. 

I urge Members to support our bipar-
tisan legislation. We joined in this ef-
fort to end mercury pollution in the 
Great Lakes just this week, but pas-
sage of our bill will go a long way to 
fulfilling our international commit-
ments to our Canadian allies and fulfill 
the promise of President Bush’s Clear 
Skies Initiative on mercury. But most 
importantly, Mr. Speaker, it will pro-
tect the mothers and children of the 
Midwest who are most at risk for mer-
cury pollution.

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GILMAN addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

TURKISH INVASION OF CYPRUS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-

woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, it is my distinct honor and 
privilege to commemorate the 28th an-
niversary of the 1974 illegal Turkish in-
vasion of Cyprus. I have commemo-
rated this day since I came to Con-
gress; and unfortunately, each year the 
occupation continues. 

PSEKA, the International Coordi-
nating Committee Justice for Cyprus; 
the Cyprus Federation of America, an 
umbrella organization representing the 
Cypriot American community in the 
United States; SAE, the World Council 
of Hellenes Abroad; and the Federation 
of Hellenic Societies, are all primarily 
located in the 14th Congressional Dis-
trict, which I am fortunate to rep-
resent. 

These individuals refuse to believe 
that peace will not come to Cyprus and 
have chosen to commemorate this 
event in very special ways. 

On Saturday, July 20, and Sunday, 
July 21, in the spirit of remembrance 
and commemoration, a concert will be 
held on July 20 at the Summer Stage in 
Central Park, New York, with the par-
ticipation of two artists from Greece, 
Dionyssios Savopoulos and Alkinoos 
Ioannides. 

These remarkable performers have 
been strong advocates against the divi-
sion of Cyprus and the human rights 
violations by the Turkish Army in Cy-
prus. 

On July 21, memorial services will be 
held for the victims of the Turkish in-
vasion and occupation of Cyprus at the 
Cathedral of Holy Trinity in Manhat-
tan. His Eminence, Archbishop 
Demetrios, Primate of the Greek Or-
thodox Church in America, will offi-
ciate. 

The fundamental fact is that the con-
tinued presence of Turkish troops rep-
resents a gross violation of human 
rights and international law. Since 
they invaded Cyprus in July, 1974, 
Turkish troops have continued to oc-
cupy 37 percent of Cyprus. This is in di-
rect defiance of numerous United Na-
tions resolutions and has been a major 
source of instability in the eastern 
Mediterranean. 

The new peace initiatives embarked 
upon by Cyprus, Greece and Turkey 
continue to say there is hope. I support 
President Bush, like his predecessor, 
President Clinton, in saying that true 
human rights are the goal of the 
United States Government. A unified 
Cyprus would promote a stable Medi-
terranean, economic stability and jus-
tice with a comprehensive and fair set-
tlement. Now is the time for a solu-
tion. 

More than 20 years ago, the leaders of 
the Greek and Turkish Cypriot commu-
nities reached two high-level agree-
ments which provided for the establish-
ment of a bicommunal, bizonal federa-
tion. Even though these agreements 
were endorsed by the U.N. Security 
Council, there has been no action on 
the Turkish side to fill in the details or 
to reach a final agreement. 
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Instead, for the past 28 years, there 

has been a Turkish Cypriot leader pre-
siding over a regime recognized only by 
Turkey and condemned as legally in-
valid by the U.N. Security Council. Cy-
prus has been divided by the Green 
Line, a 113-mile barbed wire fence that 
runs across the island. Greek-Cypriots 
are prohibited from visiting the towns 
and communities where their families 
have lived for generations. 

With 35,000 Turkish troops illegally 
stationed on the island, it is one of the 
most militarized areas in the world. 
This situation has also meant the fi-
nancial decline of the once-rich north-
ern part of Cyprus to just one-quarter 
of its former earnings. 

Perhaps the single most destructive 
element of Turkey’s fiscal and foreign 
policy is its nearly 28-year occupation 
of Cyprus. We now have an atmosphere 
where there is no valid excuse for not 
resolving this long-standing problem. 
Cyprus is set for entrance into the Eu-
ropean Union in 2004, and I am hopeful 
that this reality will act as a catalyst 
for a lasting solution of the Cyprus 
challenge. EU membership for Cyprus 
will clearly provide important eco-
nomic, political, and social benefits for 
all Cypriots, both Greek and Turkish 
alike. 

This is why both sides must continue 
to negotiate. There is also a new cli-
mate of cooperation between Turkey 
and Greece with many positive signs. 
More has been achieved in the past 2 
years than in many years before.

b 1830 

While the U.S., the EU, Greece and 
Cyprus have all acted to accommodate 
Turkish concerns, it is time for Turkey 
to complete the peace process in good 
faith. Make no mistake about it, if 
Turkey wants the Cyprus problem re-
solved, it will happen. Now is the time 
for a solution to the Cyprus problem. It 
will take diligent work by both sides, 
but with U.S. support and leadership, I 
am hopeful that we will reach a peace-
ful and fair solution soon. Twenty-
eight years is too long to have a coun-
try divided, it is too long to be kept 
from your home, and it is too long to 
be separated from your family.

We have seen many tremendous changes 
around the world. 

It is time for the Cypriots to live in peace 
and security, with full enjoyment of their 
human rights. 

I am hopeful that their desire for freedom 
will one day be fulfilled. 

In recognition of the spirit of the people of 
Cyprus, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the Cyprus Federation of America, and 
in solemnly commemorating the twenty-eighth 
anniversary of the invasion of Cyprus. 

I hope that this anniversary will mark the ad-
vent of true freedom and peace for Cyprus.

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 

their remarks on the subject of my spe-
cial order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JEFF MILLER of Florida). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentlewoman 
from New York? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CYPRUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, as I 
have done every year and as the gentle-
woman from New York just did, we 
usually do this together, I rise again 
today to reiterate my fierce objection 
to the illegal occupation of the island 
of Cyprus by Turkish troops and de-
clare my grave concern for the future 
of the area. The island’s 28 years of in-
ternal division make the status quo ab-
solutely unacceptable. 

In July 1974, Turkish troops captured 
the northern part of Cyprus, seizing 
over a third of the island. The Turkish 
troops expelled 200,000 Greek Cypriots 
from their homes and killed 5,000 citi-
zens of the once peaceful island. Over a 
quarter of a century later, about 1,500 
Greek Cypriots remain missing, includ-
ing four Americans. The Turkish inva-
sion was a conscious and deliberate at-
tempt at ethnic cleansing. Turkey pro-
ceeded to install 35,000 military per-
sonnel. Today these troops, in conjunc-
tion with the United Nations peace-
keeping forces, make the small island 
of Cyprus one of the most militarized 
areas in the world. Turkey is the only 
nation, Mr. Speaker, in the world 
which recognizes the Turkish Northern 
Republic of Cyprus. 

Twenty-eight years later, the forced 
separation of these two communities 
still exists despite efforts by the 
United Nations and G–8 leadership to 
mend this rift between north and 
south. The U.N., with the explicit sup-
port of the United States, has spon-
sored several rounds of proximity talks 
between the President of the Republic 
of Cyprus, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, and 
Mr. Rauf Denktash, the self-proclaimed 
leader of the occupied northern part of 
the island. 

In January 2002, direct negotiations 
between President Clerides and Mr. 
Denktash began. Thus far, these nego-
tiations have not produced any break-
throughs. Regrettably, the progress on 
an agreement has been thwarted by the 
intransigent position taken by Mr. 
Denktash with the full backing of the 
Turkish government. However, it is en-
couraging that the two leaders are con-
tinuing their direct talks which main-
tains the possibility that a comprehen-
sive settlement can still be reached. 

The recent political events in Turkey 
and the decision to hold early elections 
in November of this year will have a di-
rect effect on the outcome of the Cy-
prus negotiations. While we support 
the call for elections in Turkey and 
trust the democratic voice of the Turk-

ish people, we hope that the Cyprus ne-
gotiations will not be undermined by 
election year politics. We hope that all 
parties running for Parliament will de-
clare their support for a resolution of 
the Cyprus problem before the end of 
the year so that a united Cyprus can 
enter the EU. 

Despite the division of the island 
constantly taking center stage, the Re-
public of Cyprus has flourished and 
grown as an economy and society. It is 
a Europe-oriented nation that is of 
strategic, economic and political im-
portance to the region and to the rest 
of the world. Sadly, the people living in 
the northern part of the island con-
tinue to be mired in poverty as a direct 
result of their leadership’s and Tur-
key’s separatist policies. Cyprus is one 
of the leading candidate nations to join 
the EU in the next round of enlarge-
ment. European Union membership has 
the potential to act as a catalyst for 
resolving the problem of Cyprus which 
has been poisoning the relations among 
the parties to the conflict and their 
NATO allies and the United States. 

It would also be in the best interest 
of Turkey to cooperate with the U.N. 
on Cyprus in order to advance its own 
membership in the European Union. 
Northern Cyprus will perhaps be the 
greatest beneficiary of Cypriot mem-
bership and resolution of the entire af-
fair. It is currently in a state of eco-
nomic distress which is being exacer-
bated by Turkish intransigence. Tur-
key spends more than $200 million an-
nually to sustain northern Cyprus. 
With settlement on the matter of Cy-
prus, this huge financial obligation 
would be eliminated. By joining the 
rest of Cyprus, northern Cyprus would 
become part of an already progressive 
economy, eliminating its financial de-
pendence on Turkey. 

We are all standing at the threshold 
of an historic opportunity that will 
shape the futures of generations of 
Cypriots, Greeks and Turks. We have a 
responsibility to these ensuant genera-
tions to secure their futures by con-
tributing to the efforts to create a 
peaceful world. It is precisely, Mr. 
Speaker, to express the above stated 
points that I have felt compelled to in-
troduce House Concurrent Resolution 
164, a bill which expresses the U.S.’s 
support for Cyprus’ admission to the 
European Union according to the Hel-
sinki Conclusions of 1999. These specifi-
cally state that while a solution to the 
political crisis in Cyprus is preferable 
prior to EU accession, it is not a pre-
condition for entry. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a moral and 
ethical obligation to use our influence 
as Americans, as defenders of democ-
racy and as defenders of human rights 
to reunify Cyprus. There have been 28 
years of illegitimate occupation, vio-
lence and strife. Let us not make it 29.

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
thank the Co-Chairs of the Hellenic Caucus, 
Representatives MICHAEL BILIRAKIS and CARO-
LYN MALONEY for organizing this special orders 
on Cyprus and for their leadership on this im-
portant issue. 
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