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the agency does not adequately mon-
itor the bills.

Medicare is a large source of im-
proper payments because of the con-
flict between the deadline for making
payments and the length of time it
takes to determine if the patient has
private insurance. Medicaid is also a
source of improper payments, in part
from unscrupulous providers. However,
Medicaid has yet to estimate the ex-
tent of the problem.

It is also the case that improper pay-
ments are made to individuals. These
cases often arise because of difficulties
in determining eligibility for a pro-
gram like food stamps or Social Secu-
rity disability. Often those problems
are not the fault of the recipient, but
come from errors in administering the
program.

These programs serve the weak and
downtrodden. The program rules are
such that most tax accountants would
have a difficult time figuring them out.
It is especially important in these
cases that we make sure the agency
gets it right the first time. If it does
not, then months or years later the
agency discovers the error and tries to
recapture the mispayments from the
individual. This is an extreme hardship
on those individuals. We must not let
agency mistakes become another bur-
den on the poor.

I hope this bill will help those agen-
cies develop a better understanding of
how these mistakes come about and
correct the mistakes before they hap-
pen.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I thank the
chairman for working with us to bring
this bill to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from OKkla-
homa (Mr. SULLIVAN), who is a hard-
working member of the subcommittee
and who we are delighted to have; and
before he begins, I wish to thank the
gentlewoman for her kind comments
and her work on this particular bill.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from California
(Mr. HoOrN) for all his hard work in
making this bill possible and making
the government accountable to the
people in America.

This bill is extremely important.
When we talk about accountability
from the Federal Government, this is
exactly the kind of bill that America
thinks of. An improper payment, as de-
fined by the bill, includes overpay-
ments, underpayments, duplicate pay-
ments, payments to ineligible recipi-
ents, payments for ineligible services,
and payments for services not received.

Countless billions of dollars of tax-
payer funds are wasted each year
through improper payments. However,
the extent of improper payments in the
Federal Government is unknown since
Federal agencies are not required by
law to estimate or report them.

In 1990 and 1994, Congress passed im-
portant pieces of legislation to make
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government more transparent to its
stockholders, the American people.
Twenty-four agencies are required to
prepare audited financial statements,
and several agencies voluntarily pre-
pare such statements. H.R. 4878 will re-
quire executive agencies to identify all
spending programs that may be vulner-
able to significant improper payments
and to annually estimate the amount
of improper payments involving those
programs.

This is an extremely important topic,
given the tightening of the Federal belt
of late and the need to keep our coun-
try strong during this time of war and
economic concern.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I just really want to
end with this. H.R. 4878 tightens up the
Federal Government’s accounting prac-
tices. This is a good thing. We need to
be sure that the way we do business is
on the up-and-up, and we clearly need
to do more to require corporate Amer-
ica to do the same.

We are asking government agencies
to improve the management and ac-
countability of the agencies. We must
ask the same of corporate leaders.
They must be accountable for the com-
pany’s financial health, be honest with
the public, and there must be con-
sequences for breaching those trusts.
For years, we have asked government
to act more like a business. We need to
turn that around and ask businesses to
be as accountable as the government.

H.R. 4878 is based on the principle
that making information publicly
available will change the way people
and agencies behave. This is under-
scored by the activities of Enron and
WorldCom. They knew that if the pub-
lic was aware of what they were doing,
the company would falter, and so they
tried to spin their way out of trouble.

I think the steps that we are taking
today in terms of government account-
ability are important, and that we
should seek unanimous support from
our colleagues, but also we need to
think about ways that we can extend
these practices and make sure that cor-
porate America abides by these same
government rules.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the staff that worked very hard, night
and day, on this particular bill. That is
staff director Russell George; deputy
staff director Bonnie Heald; senior
counsel Henry Wray; and we are proud
to have a very fine young lady from the
General Accounting Office, Rosa Har-
ris, who is a detailee to our sub-
committee, and she has done a great
job on all things related to financial
management.

I also thank David McMillian, the
professional staff member for the gen-
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tlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY). We also are delighted
with his ideas. This is a bipartisan bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, once again I would like
to thank the chairman for his willing-
ness and openness and cooperation
with the Democrats, and I would also
like to take a moment of personal
privilege to commend the chairman for
always thanking the hard-working
staff of both parties for the hard work
that they do, both in committee and on
the floor. I think it is a wonderful
thing to acknowledge that work. I
would like to join him and associate
myself with his appreciation and con-
gratulations for the hard work of our
staff.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALDEN of Oregon). The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from California (Mr. HORN) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 4878, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to provide for esti-
mates and reports of improper pay-
ments by Federal agencies.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

CONCERNING RISE IN ANTI-
SEMITISM IN EUROPE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 393) concerning the rise
in anti-Semitism in Europe, as amend-

ed.
The Clerk read as follows:

Whereas there can be no justification for
violence or intolerance against minorities;

Whereas the 1993 Helsinki Declaration ex-
pressed the commitment of its signatories,
including all European member states, to the
promotion of tolerance toward minorities;

Whereas there has been a significant rise
in anti-Semitic verbal incitement and phys-
ical attacks on Jewish people and Jewish in-
stitutions throughout Europe during the last
18 months with as many as 400 incidents re-
ported in France;

Whereas anti-Semitism is defined as hos-
tility towards Jews;

Whereas certain groups in Europe have ex-
ploited the situation in the Middle East as
an excuse to carry out violent acts against
Jews;

Whereas, although the continued violence
in the Middle East is disturbing and must be
resolved, exploiting that violence to fuel
hostility or violence against Jews and Jew-
ish institutions is reprehensible;

Whereas, according to news reports, the
following anti-Semitic attacks are among
those which have taken place in Europe in
recent weeks—

(1) on March 3, Molotov cocktails were
thrown at a synagogue in Antwerp, Belgium,

(2) on March 16, an explosive device was
thrown into a Jewish cemetery in Berlin,
Germany,
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(3) on March 30, two vehicles were smashed
at La Duchere synagogue in Lyon, France,
and a kosher butcher shop was strafed by
gunfire in Toulouse, France,

(4) on April 1, a Jewish school was at-
tacked in Sarcelles, France, a firebomb was
thrown at the Anderlecht synagogue in Brus-
sels, Belgium, the Or Aviv synagogue (in-
cluding its Torah scrolls) in Marseille,
France, was destroyed by fire, and two Ye-
shiva students from New Jersey were bru-
tally beaten in Berlin, Germany,

(5) on April 4, vehicles belonging to a Jew-
ish school were burned in Aubervilliers,
France, and a synagogue in Montpellier,
France, was firebombed,

(6) on April 6, a Jewish sports association
storefront was firebombed in Toulouse,
France,

(7) on April 11, in Bondy, France, a Jewish
soccer team was attacked with sticks and
metal bars after the attackers shouted anti-
Semitic remarks,

(8) on April 12, a Jewish cemetery was
desecrated in Strasbourg, France,

(9) on April 13, synagogue worshipers were
attacked in Kiev, Ukraine, and

(10) on May 1, in the Finsbury Park syna-
gogue in London, England, vandals defaced
prayer books and painted swastikas through-
out the sanctuary;

Whereas anti-Semitic attacks are not con-
fined to a single European nation;

Whereas President Bush, speaking for the
American people, has rejected ‘‘the ancient
evil of anti-Semitism’ making specific ref-
erence to anti-Semitism in Europe; and

Whereas Europe, in view of its history,
should be particularly sensitive to the
scourge of anti-Semitism and anti-Semitic
violence: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) the governments of Europe should con-
tinue to take necessary steps to provide se-
curity and to protect the safety and well-
being of their Jewish communities;

(2) the governments of Europe should de-
plore anti-Semitic expressions and should
prosecute and punish perpetrators of anti-Se-
mitic violence; and

(3) the governments of Europe should con-
tinue to make a concerted effort to cultivate
an atmosphere in which all forms of anti-
Semitism are rejected.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 393, the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 393, expressing the sense of
the House concerning the rise of anti-
Semitism in Europe. I thank the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY)
for introducing this important resolu-
tion and for the support of the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE), the
chairman of the Committee on Inter-
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national Relations, and the ranking
member, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS).

H. Res. 393 discusses many reported
anti-Semitic crimes over the past 18
months, including 400 incidents re-
ported in France alone. The resolution
recites a number of these anti-Semitic
crimes that have occurred over the
past few years. It calls upon European
governments to take necessary steps to
ensure the well-being of their Jewish
communities and to speak out against
anti-Semitic expressions, to prosecute
perpetrators of anti-Semitic violence,
and to cultivate an atmosphere in
which all forms of anti-Semitism will
be rejected.

Since the outbreak of Palestinian vi-
olence in Israel almost 2 years ago, the
European continent has witnessed an
upsurge in violent anti-Semitic at-
tacks directed at both Jewish institu-
tions and individuals. It has been un-
precedented in magnitude and bru-
tality since World War II.

Anti-Semitic crimes, including the
intentional destruction and desecra-
tion of synagogues and other Jewish
institutions, as well as violent assaults
against individual Jews, are not iso-
lated to any particular neighborhood
or to any particular city or to any par-
ticular country of Europe. Rather, out-
bursts of anti-Semitic violence have
come to plague the entire continent.
Our allies of Europe have not done
enough until now either to recognize
the seriousness of this problem for its
urgency or to take any decisive action
against those who fuel hatred and per-
petrate criminal acts against Jewish
populations.

The results of a recent Anti-Defama-
tion League opinion survey concerning
European attitudes toward Jews, to-
wards Israel and the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict conducted in Belgium, Den-
mark, France, Germany, and the
United Kingdom reveal that 30 percent
of Europeans surveyed harbored tradi-
tional anti-Semitic stereotypes and ap-
proximately one-third of French and
Belgian respondents said they were un-
concerned or fairly concerned about
ongoing anti-Jewish violence in Eu-
rope. Those results are certainly dis-
tressing.

Many European governments have
been unwilling to recognize the seri-
ousness of this problem until now
many months after the outbreak of a
violent campaign targeting Jews with-
out impunity.

The decision of some European lead-
ers to treat this phenomenon as if it
were nothing more than an occasion of
inter-communal strife between Jews
and Muslims, rationalized by some as
the product of legitimate, pent-up
anger and frustration is certainly trou-
bling.

Such thinking is dangerous. It rep-
resents an unwillingness to recognize
the uniqueness of anti-Semitism as a
form of hatred, especially in light of
Europe’s troubled history in that re-
gard. What the Jews of Europe are wit-
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nessing now is not some broader phe-
nomenon so readily characterized as a
problem in community relations or
racism. Rather, by attempting to char-
acterize the recent anti-Semitic vio-
lence in such terms, European leaders
are doing nothing more than obfus-
cating, or even denying the unique
problem at hand, and are thereby, in
effect, permitting it to continue.

Decisive action against perpetrators
of anti-Semitic crimes in Europe must
be taken, including the pursuit and
prosecution of suspects, as well as the
upgrading of security at Jewish insti-
tutions. But even more important, the
nature of the problem must be recog-
nized for what it truly is. The problem
I am talking about is the intentional,
deliberate targeting of Jews simply be-
cause they are Jews, as well as the de-
sire to use the crisis in Israeli-Pales-
tinian relations as a pretext for terror-
izing Jews simply due to their religious
affiliation and not due to any actual
harm they may have caused to anyone
else. A central tenet of H. Res. 393 is
that exploiting the violence in the Mid-
dle East to fuel hostility or violence
against Jews and Jewish institutions is
reprehensible.

I applaud today’s U.S.-German public
meeting in the city of Berlin on the
issue of anti-Semitism, and I urge
member and observer states of the Or-
ganization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe to seize this oppor-
tunity of the current annual session of
their Parliamentary Assembly to hold
a special meeting on anti-Semitism.

Accordingly, I urge Members to vote
for H. Res. 393, which sends a strong
message that the well-being of the
Jews of Europe half a century after the
Holocaust remains a serious concern of
the United States to this very day, and
will remain a priority of ours. Presi-
dent Bush has rejected this problem
calling it ‘‘this ancient evil.”

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as the only survivor of
the Holocaust ever elected to the Con-
gress of the United States, I want to
commend the gentleman from New
York (Mr. CROWLEY), a valued member
of our committee, for his outstanding
resolution and for his untiring efforts
in calling attention to the scourge of
anti-Semitism in Europe. I also want
to thank the distinguished gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) for expediting
the consideration of this resolution and
the gentleman from California (Mr.
GALLEGLY), who has been most cooper-
ative in bringing this resolution before
us today. But I particularly want to ex-
press my personal gratitude to the dis-
tinguished chairman emeritus of the
Committee on International Relations
who during his entire distinguished ca-
reer in this body has been a powerful
champion for human rights and against
all forms of discrimination, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

Mr. Speaker, anti-Semitism in Eu-
rope has resulted in vicious attacks
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against Jews on an almost daily basis.
Our resolution highlights some of these
incredibly brutal, medieval incidents.

In France, Jewish organizations re-
corded more than 300 anti-Semitic at-
tacks in the month of April alone:
Desecration of Jewish cemeteries,
physical and verbal assaults against
Jewish children in playgrounds and on
soccer fields, fire bombing and vandal-
izing of Jewish institutions.

In Belgium, the headquarters of the
European Union, rabbis and other Jew-
ish community leaders have been re-
peatedly assaulted, and worshipers
have been attacked on their way to and
from synagogues.

In England, dozens of threats and
physical assaults against Jews have
been reported in recent months. Just a
short while ago, a suburban London
synagogue was vandalized, religious ar-
tifacts were defaced, and crude swas-
tikas were painted throughout the
building.

In Germany, some 127 anti-Semitic
incidents were reported during the first
quarter of this year. In Berlin, a Jew-
ish hospital was ransacked and Jews
have been beaten.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot instanta-
neously change the attitudes of many
Europeans who for a long period of
time have been holding anti-Semitic
views. A survey conducted by the Anti-
Defamation League last month in Bel-
gium, Denmark, France, Germany and
the United Kingdom found that almost
one-third of the residents of those
countries harbor traditional anti-Se-
mitic stereotypes.

The problem is clear, and the re-
sponse must be equally clear. Our
strong resolution today calls upon the
governments of Europe to take all nec-
essary steps to protect the safety and
well-being of their Jewish communities
and to cultivate an atmosphere of co-
operation and reconciliation among
their Jewish and non-Jewish residents.

There are positive and concrete steps
that the European governments must
take. Government officials cannot stop
what people think; but they can set an
example of tolerance, and they can act
quickly and decisively to punish those
who ©perpetrate racially- and reli-
giously-based violence.

O 1430

Government leaders can and must
publicly and quickly condemn anti-Se-
mitic incidents, and they should con-
demn them for what they are, unadul-
terated anti-Semitism, not merely
spillover from the Middle East, as some
would have it labeled. This merely ob-
fuscates the issue.

Government leaders must insist that
these incidents of racism and bigotry
are quickly and carefully investigated
and that their perpetrators are pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
It is not sufficient or acceptable for
government officials to tell Jews to re-
frain from wearing distinctive religious
clothing, as happened in at least one
European country. That puts the onus
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on the victim and not on the perpe-
trator.

Mr. Speaker, the distinguished head
of the Anti-Defamation League made
reference to a recent disturbing survey
of anti-Semitism in Europe that was
conducted by the Anti-Defamation
League.

My good friend, Abe Foxman, Na-
tional Director of the ADIL, wrote an
excellent article discussing the survey
results and the very disturbing phe-
nomenon of anti-Semitism in Europe
entitled ‘“‘Europe’s Anti-Israel Excuse.”
Abe Foxman provides excellent insight
into how the current Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict has led to the resurrec-
tion of widespread open anti-Semitism
in BEurope. As a Holocaust survivor, Mr.
Foxman brings a unique perspective
about the dangers of bigotry and preju-
dice, since he personally experienced
the effects of widespread, unchallenged
anti-Semitism in the 1940s.

With European governments turning
a blind eye to anti-Semitism and dis-
missing attacks on Jews as merely a
reaction to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict, Mr. Foxman correctly observes
that the future of Jewish life in Europe
is in question.

Mr. Speaker, I will include for the
RECORD Mr. Foxman’s article in its en-
tirety, and I urge all of my colleagues
to give it the serious and thoughtful
attention it deserves.

Mr. Speaker, I again commend my
good friend and distinguished col-
league, the gentleman from New York
(Mr. CROWLEY), for bringing this reso-
lution to our attention. I urge all of
my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I include the Abe
Foxman article entitled ‘‘Europe’s
Anti-Israel Excuse’” for the RECORD.

EUROPE’S ANTI-ISRAEL EXCUSE
(By Abraham H. Foxman)

Throughout history a constant barometer
for judging the level of hate and exclusion
vs. the level of freedom and democracy in
any society has been anti-Semitism—how a
country treats its Jewish citizens. Jews have
been persecuted and delegitimized through-
out history because of their perceived dif-
ferences. Any society that can understand
and accept Jews is typically more demo-
cratic, more open and accepting of ‘‘the
other.” This predictor has held true through-
out the ages.

During the Holocaust, Jews and other mi-
norities of Europe were dispatched to the
camps and, ultimately, their deaths in an en-
vironment rife with anti-Semitism. Nearly 60
years later in a modern, democratic Europe,
that presumably had shed itself of the legacy
of that era, Jews have again come under at-
tack. During the past year and a half a trou-
bling epidemic of anti-Jewish hatred, not
isolated to any one country or community,
has produced a climate of intimidation and
fear in the Jewish communities of Europe.
Never, as a Holocaust survivor, did I believe
we would witness another eruption of anti-
Semitism of such magnitude, in Europe of
all places. But the resiliency of anti-Semi-
tism is unparalleled. It rears its ugly head in
far-flung places, like Malaysia and Japan,
where there are no Jews.

The Anti-Defamation League has been tak-
ing the pulse of anti-Semitism in America
for more than 40 years. Never did I expect
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that we would have to do the same in Eu-
rope, given the history and our expectation
that European anti-Semitism, while not
eradicated, would be so marginal and so re-
jected that it would not be a major concern.

What we found in the countries we sur-
veyed—Britain, France, Germany, Belgium
and Denmark—was shocking and disturbing.
Classical anti-Semitism, coupled with a new
form fueled by anti-Israel sentiment, has be-
come a potent and dangerous mix in coun-
tries with enormous Muslim and Arab popu-
lations.

More than 1 million Jews live in these five
nations, and their communities are under
siege. Who would have believed that we
would see the burning of synagogues and at-
tacks of Jewish students, rabbis, Jewish in-
stitutions and Jewish owned-property?

While European leaders have attempted to
explain away these attacks as a fleeting re-
sponse to events in the Middle East and not
the barginger of a more insidious and deeply
ingrained hatred, the attitudes of average
Europeans paint a far different picture.
Among the 2,500 people polled in late May
and early June as part of our survey, 45 per-
cent admitted to their perception that Jews
are more loyal to Israel than their own coun-
try, while 30 percent agreed with the state-
ment that Jews have too much power in the
business world. Perhaps most telling, 62 per-
cent said they believe the outbreak of anti-
Semitic violence in Europe is the result of
anti-Israel sentiment, not anti-Jewish feel-
ing. The contrariness of their own attitudes
suggests that Europeans are loath to admit
that hatred of Jews is making a comeback.

This view may make Europeans more com-
fortable in the face of what is happening in
their countries, by suggesting that this time
around, Jews are not the innocent victims
but are themselves the victimizers in the
Middle East. But the incredibly biased reac-
tion against Israel seen in the poll—despite
the fact that Israel under former prime min-
ister Ehud Barak offered the Palestinians an
independent state, and despite the fact that
Palestinians have carried out a sustained
campaign of terrorism against Israeli civil-
ians—speaks to a repressed hostility to Jews
that may not be socially acceptable in post-
Holocaust Europe. Still, even with such con-
straints, some 30 percent of Europeans are
not averse to expressing their anti-Semitic
beliefs openly and directly.

Meanwhile, the Europeans have been tepid
in their support for the U.S. war on ter-
rorism and especially the Bush administra-
tion’s efforts to broker an end to Israeli-Pal-
estinian bloodshed. The Europeans seek to
appease Saddam Hussein and other threats
to the Western world while blaming Israel,
not the Palestinian Authority, for the crisis.
All while they minimize the extent of anti-
Semitism in Europe and fail to immediately
condemn horrific acts of harassment and
vandalism. The message to Europe’s bur-
geoning immigrant population is that there
is a certain level of acceptance for intoler-
ance.

It is time for Europe to assume responsi-
bility for a situation of its own making. The
combination of significant, openly expressed
anti-Jewish bias together with irrational
anti-Israel opinions creates a climate of
great concern for the Jews of Europe. It is
not surprising that in such an atmosphere
Muslim residents feel free to attack Jewish
students and religious institutions not be-
cause they are Israelis but because they are
Jews. And it is not surprising that some Eu-
ropean officials have begun telling Jewish
leaders to advise their numbers to avoid pub-
lic displays of Jewishness, instead of prom-
ising to protect their Jewish communities.

European leaders and officials must see
what is going on for what it is—outright anti-



July 9, 2002

Semitism—and condemn the revival of this
ancient hatred that had its greatest mani-
festations on the same continent.

They must acknowledge that the anti-
Israel vilification across Western Europe is
unacceptable. The recent comparisons of
Israelis to Nazis, to Jews as the executors of
“massacres’” and even as the Kkillers of
Christ—these do not fall into the category of
legitimate criticism of a sovereign state.
They create the very climate that questions
the future of Jewish life in Europe.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 6 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH),
who is Chairman of the Helsinki Com-
mission and has recently led a delega-
tion to Europe to discuss this very
issue.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend for
yielding me time, and I rise in very
strong support of H. Res. 393. I want to
commend its sponsor and all of the
Members who are taking part in this
very important debate.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, along with
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN), who is on the floor and will be
speaking momentarily, we returned
back from the OSCE, the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, Parliamentary Assembly.

Every year, parliamentarians from
the 55 nations that comprise the OSCE
meet to discuss issues of importance.
This year the focus was on terrorism,
but we made sure that a number of
other issues, because certainly anti-
Semitism is inextricably linked to ter-
rorism, were raised in a very profound
way.

Yesterday, two very historic and I
think very vital things happened in
this debate. I had the privilege of
cochairing a historic meeting on anti-
Semitism with a counterpart, a mem-
ber of the German Bundestag, Pro-
fessor Gert Weisskirchen, who is a
member of the Parliament there, also a
professor of applied sciences at the
University of Heidelberg, and we heard
from four very serious, very credible
and very profound voices in this battle
to wage against anti-Semitism.

We heard from Abraham Foxman, the
National Director of the Anti-Defama-
tion League, who gave a very impas-
sioned but also very empirical speech,
that is to say he backed it up with sta-
tistics, with information about this ris-
ing tide of anti-Semitism, not just in
Europe, but in the United States and
Canada as well.

He pointed out, for example, accord-
ing to their data, 17 percent of Ameri-
cans are showing real anti-Semitic be-
liefs, and the ugliness of it. Sadly,
among Latinos and African Americans,
it is about 35 percent. He pointed out in
Europe, in the aggregate, the anti-
Semitism was about 30 percent of the
population.

Dr. Shimon Samuels also spoke, who
is the Director of the Wiesenthal Cen-
ter in Paris. He too gave a very impas-
sioned and very documented talk. He
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made the point that the slippery slope
from hate speech to hate crime is clear.
Seventy-two hours after the close of
the Durban hate-fest, its virulence
struck at the strategic and financial
centers of the United States. He point-
ed out, “If Durban was Mein Kampf,
than 9/11 was Kristalnacht, a warning.

“What starts with the Jews is a
measure, an alarm signalling impend-
ing danger for global stability. The new
anti-Semitic alliance is bound up with
anti-Americanism under the cover of
so-called anti-globalization.”

He also testified and said, ‘‘The Holo-
caust for 30 years acted as a protective
Teflon against blatant anti-Semitic ex-
pression. That Teflon has eroded, and
what was considered distasteful and po-
litically incorrect is becoming simply
an opinion. But cocktail chatter at fine
English dinners,”” he said, ‘‘can end as
Molotov cocktails against synagogues.

“Political correctness is also eroding
for others, as tolerance for multi-
culturism gives way to populous voices
in France, Italy, Austria, Denmark,
Portugal and in the Netherlands. These
countries’ Jewish communities can be
caught between the rock of radical Is-
lamic violence and the hard place of a
revitalized Holocaust-denying extreme
right.

“Common cause,” he concluded,
“must be sought between the victim-
ized minorities against extremism and
fascism.”

I would point out to my colleagues
one of those who spoke pointed out, it
was Professor Julius Schoeps, that he
has found that people do not say ‘I am
anti-Semitic;”’ they just say ‘I do not
like Jews,”” a distinction without a dif-
ference, and, unfortunately, it is
rearing itself in one ugly attack after
another.

I would point out in that Berlin very
recently, two New Jersey yeshiva stu-
dents, after they left synagogue, they
left prayer, there was an anti-Amer-
ican, anti-Israeli demonstration going
on, and they were asked repeatedly, are
you Jews? Are you Jews? And then the
fists started coming their way and they
were beaten right there in Berlin.

Let me finally say, Mr. Speaker, that
yesterday we also passed a supple-
mentary item at our OSCE Parliamen-
tary Assembly. I was proud to be the
principal sponsor. The gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) offered a couple
of strengthening amendments during
the course of that debate, and we pre-
sented a united force, a U.S. force
against anti-Semitism.

I would just point out this resolution
now hopefully will act in concert with
other expressions to wake up Europe.
We cannot sit idly by. If we do not say
anything, if we do not speak out, we
allow the forces of hate to gain a fur-
ther foothold. Again, that passed yes-
terday as well.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to be-
come much more aware that this ugli-
ness is rearing its ugly face, not just in
the United States, but Canada, in Eu-
rope, and we have to put to an end to
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it. Hate speech and hate crimes go

hand in hand.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of the
resolution.

UNITED STATES HELSINKI COMMISSION—ANTI-

SEMITISM IN THE OSCE REGION

The Delegations of Germany and the
United States will hold a side event to high-
light the alarming escalation of anti-Semitic
violence occurring throughout the OSCE re-
gion.

All Heads of Delegations have been invited
to attend, as well as media and NGOs.

The United States delegation has intro-
duced a supplementary item condemning
anti-Semitic violence. The Resolution urges
Parliamentary Assembly participants to
speak out against anti-Semitism.

12:30 PM—2:00 PM, MONDAY, 8 JULY

The Representation of Lower Saxony In
der Ministergaerten 10 10117 Berlin—approxi-
mately a 15-minute walk from the Bundestag
and across from the Holocaust Memorial
construction site.

Co-Hosts

Prof. Gert Weisskirchen, Member of the
German Bundestag and Professor of Applied
Cultural Sciences, Universitdt Heidelberg.

Representative Christopher H. Smith, Head
of United States Delegation to the OSCE-PA
and Co-Chairman of the United States Com-
mission on Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope.

Presenters

Mr. Abraham H. Foxman, National Direc-
tor, Anti-Defamation League.

Dr. Shimon Samuels, Director for Inter-
national Liaison Simon Wiesenthal Center—
Paris.

Dr. Wolfgang Benz, Director of the Center
for anti-Semitic Research at the Technical
University of Berlin.

Dr. Julius Schoeps, Professor Modern His-
tory, University of Potsdam & Director of
the Moses Mendelssohn Center for European-
Jewish Studies.

SUPPLEMENTARY ITEM ON ANTI-SEMITIC VIO-
LENCE IN THE OSCE REGION FOR THE 11TH
ANNUAL SESSION OF THE OSCE PARLIAMEN-
TARY ASSEMBLY, BERLIN, 6-10 JULY 2002

[Principal sponsor: Mr. Christopher H.
Smith, USA]

1. Recalling that the OSCE was the first
organization to publicly achieve inter-
national condemnation of anti-Semitism
through the crafting of the 1990 Copenhagen
Concluding Document;

2. Noting that all participating States, as
stated in the Copenhagen Concluding Docu-
ment, commit to ‘‘unequivocally condemn’’
anti-Semitism and take effective measures
to protect individuals from anti-Semitic vio-
lence;

3. Remembering the 1996 Lisbon Con-
cluding Document, which highlights the
OSCE’s ‘‘comprehensive approach” to secu-
rity, calls for ‘“‘improvement in the imple-
mentation of all commitments in the human
dimension, in particular with respect to
human rights and fundamental freedoms,”
and urges participating States to address
‘“‘acute problems,” such as anti-Semitism;

4. Reaffirming the 1999 Charter for Euro-
pean Security, committing participating
States to ‘‘counter such threats to security
as violations of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms, including the freedom of
thought, conscience, religion or belief and
manifestations of intolerance, aggressive na-
tionalism, racism, chauvinism, xenophobia
and anti-Semitism;”’

5. Recognizing that the scourge of anti-
Semitism is not unique to any one country,
and calls for steadfast perseverance by all
participating States;
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The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly:

6. Unequivocally condemns the alarming
escalation of anti-Semitic violence through-
out the OSCE region;

7. Voices deep concern over the recent es-
calation in anti-Semitic violence, as individ-
uals of the Judaic faith and Jewish cultural
properties have suffered attacks in many
OSCE participating States;

8. Recognizes the danger of anti-Semitic
violence to European security, especially in
light of the trend of increasing violence and
attacks region wide;

9. Declares that violence against Jews and
other manifestations of intolerance will
never be justified by international develop-
ments or political issues, and that it ob-
structs democracy, pluralism, and peace;

10. Urges all States to make public state-
ments recognizing violence against Jews and
Jewish cultural properties as anti-Semitic,
as well as to issue strong, public declarations
condemning the depredations;

11. Calls upon participating States to en-
sure aggressive law enforcement by local and
national authorities, including thorough in-
vestigation of anti-Semitic criminal acts,
apprehension of perpetrators, initiation of
appropriate criminal prosecutions and judi-
cial proceedings;

12. Urges participating States to bolster
the importance of combating anti-Semitism
by holding a follow-up seminar or human di-
mension meeting that explores effective
measures to prevent anti-Semitism, and to
ensure that their laws, regulations, practices
and policies confirm with relevant OSCE
commitments on anti-Semitism; and

13. Encourages all delegates to the Par-
liamentary Assembly to vocally and uncon-
ditionally condemn manifestations of anti-
Semitic violence in their respective coun-
tries and at all regional and international
fora.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman for his leadership on this
issue and for taking the issue to the
OSCE. I thank the gentleman very
much.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield 6 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY),
my good friend, our distinguished col-
league, and the author of this impor-
tant resolution.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of my resolution,
H. Res. 393, which calls on European
governments to address the rise of
anti-Semitism throughout the con-
tinent of Europe. I introduced this bill
because I am concerned that Europe is
on the verge of another Kristalnacht.
Anti-Semitism, accompanied by, in
many cases by violence, is at the high-
est levels since the horrors of World
War II. According to the British Daily
Telegraph, more than 2,000 anti-Se-
mitic incidents were reported through-
out the European Union in the last 10
months, more than 18 every single day.

As I have listened very intently to
my good friend from New Jersey who
just came back from Europe and talk-
ing about the rise of anti-Semitism,
not only in Europe, but in the United
States and Canada, it is ugly wherever
it raises its head.

We must keep in mind, we do not
share a similar history when it comes
to dealing with the issue of anti-Semi-
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tism. We all know what the history of
Europe has been.

Among the most recent incidents on
March 30, two yeshiva students from
New Jersey were brutally beaten on
the streets of Berlin in an anti-Semitic
attack.

On April 11, 15 hooded attackers as-
saulted a Jewish teenage soccer team
in Bondy, France, with sticks and
metal bars while yelling anti-Semitic
remarks.

On April 27, a synagogue in a London
suburb was desecrated by vandals, who
painted swastikas on the walls and de-
stroyed religious articles.

Two synagogues in Belgium were
firebombed earlier this year.

Also in Belgium, two Hasidic Jews in
Antwerp were attacked ferociously as a
chorus of teenage attackers spat on
them, chanting ‘‘dirty Jew’” and prais-
ing Hitler. One of the two men had just
emerged from the hospital a few days
later when his 10-year-old daughter was
also attacked by assailants chanting a
chorus of anti-Semitic remarks. The
girl now walks to and from school with
an escort.

Anti-Semitism is clearly on the rise.
The French government reported 320
anti-Semitic incidents in 2001, almost
one per day. But this year French Jew-
ish organizations reported over 300 in-
cidents in the month of April alone.

Jewish cemeteries have been vandal-
ized, a kosher butcher shop near Tou-
louse was the target of a drive-by
shooting, and the Or Aviv Synagogue
in Marseille was burned to the ground
by arsonists during the Passover holi-
day.

Not every HEuropean government
faces a rash of anti-Semitism. Norway,
for example, has experienced few hate
crimes directed at Jews, and Prime
Minister Bondevik made it clear his
government will forcefully prosecute
any anti-Semitic attacks.

Other governments have taken only
minor steps to address anti-Semitism.
France, for example, has increased the
police presence at major Jewish sites
in the aftermath of several attacks.
They just this week established a 24-
hour hotline for the Jewish commu-
nity, and they have also appointed a li-
aison between the French government
and the French Jewish community.

But such steps are few and far be-
tween, and, in my opinion, do not go
far enough. European governments
have done little to punish the perpetra-
tors of such attacks, or, more impor-
tantly, they have done little to foster
an atmosphere in which Jews and other
minority groups can live free from har-
assment as normal members of their
societies.

Indeed, several senior European offi-
cials have made their anti-Semitism
clear and demonstrated that their big-
otry affects government policies. Ex-
tremist xenophobes like Haider in Aus-
tria and Le Pen in France have made
hatred and intolerance the basis of
their party’s political platforms. Le
Pen made it into a runoff race for the
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presidency of France. While he did not
win, his base of support in France re-
mains strong.

France no longer appears to be guid-
ed by the 1789 Declaration of the
Rights of Man, the foundation for
French democracy, which called for
equal rights for all. Daniel Bernard,
the French ambassador in London, re-
cently referred to Israel with an ob-
scenity when he attributed all the
troubles in the Middle East to Israel.
When his remarks were reported in the
press, Ambassador Bernard refused to
apologize and the foreign ministry re-
fused to censure him.

Bernard’s remarks, made at a fash-
ionable dinner party in London, dem-
onstrate that the World Jewish Con-
gress was correct when it asserted that
anti-Semitism is no longer considered
unacceptable in European polite soci-
ety. Buropean governments must dem-
onstrate that such attitudes are simply
not acceptable.

In the years before World War II, the
fabric of European society was torn
apart by the official anti-Semitism of
Nazi Germany and its puppet govern-
ments in France, Austria, Poland and
elsewhere.
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Now, more than 60 years later, Euro-
pean governments are once again doing
little to discourage intolerance and ha-
tred directed at Jews and other minor-
ity groups. When their rights are tram-
pled upon, European governments must
step up and act in order to protect all
citizens. The failure to properly con-
demn and control these attacks makes
the governments of Europe complicit
in them.

Before I close, I would like to thank
a number of groups for their work in
support of this resolution, particularly
the Orthodox Union, the National
Council of Soviet Jewry, NORPAC, and
Harriet Mandel and her colleagues in
the Jewish Community Relations
Council of New York.

I would also like to thank the rank-
ing member and the chairman of the
committee, as well as the chair of the
subcommittee, who waived the rules to
allow this to come to the floor.

I want to thank the Speaker of the
House for bringing this important reso-
lution to us today. But most espe-
cially, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank my fellow colleague from New
York (Mr. GILMAN), chairman emeritus
of the Committee on International Re-
lations, for all of his hard work
throughout the years, especially on
issues pertaining to the Middle East
and whose Jewish constituents as well
as all of the constituents that he rep-
resents in New York, and all of New
York.

I would say to the gentleman that we
are greatly going to miss the gen-
tleman when he retires from the House
of Representatives. I know that many
people will speak the gentleman’s
praises in days to come, but I want to
tell the gentleman what a great honor
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it has been to serve with the gentleman
on this floor.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman from New York
(Mr. CROWLEY), not only for his kind
words, but for his leadership in bring-
ing this measure to the floor, working
out all of the compromises that were
needed in order to make this important
measure possible. I thank the gen-
tleman for his hard work on this meas-
ure.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA), who has
been a staunch supporter of human
rights throughout the world and espe-
cially in fighting anti-Semitism.

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H. Res. 393, expressing
concern about the rise of anti-Semi-
tism in Europe. I want to thank the
gentleman from New York (Mr. GIL-
MAN) for yielding me this time.

I echo and associate myself with the
comments of the gentleman from New
York (Mr. CROWLEY) with regard to the
wonderful service the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) has provided
and the deep commitment he has dem-
onstrated and the deep friendship he
has had for us on both sides of the
aisle. I want to thank the gentleman
from New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for in-
troducing this legislation. I also want
to thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS), as well as the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN)
and the others who have helped to
bring this very important resolution to
the floor today.

As Americans, we value our diver-
sity, and we celebrate our unity. I hope
that this resolution will remind Euro-
pean leaders that ignoring the practice
of hatred is as if condoning it.

Anti-Semitism is one of the oldest
forms of hatred and it is, unfortu-
nately, experiencing a resurgence,
crossing boundaries of every type, geo-
graphical, national, political, religious
and cultural. We see it in the prolifera-
tion of anti-Jewish media expressing
vicious stereotyping, conspiracy theo-
ries, and even denial of the Holocaust.
Its messages of hate have influenced
Muslim immigrants in France to com-
mit daily anti-Jewish acts and have
overpowered the Conference on Racism
in Durban with anti-Israel, anti-Zion-
ist, anti-Jewish resolutions and state-
ments.

Not even 60 years have passed since
the murder of 6 million Jews in the
Holocaust, and once again, we see anti-
Semitism coming back strongly in Eu-
rope. This time it is fueled by anti-Se-
mitic campaigns being spread through-
out the Arab world and spilling over
through some immigrants and the new
media into France, England, Belgium
and other countries.

Daily attacks on Jews and their in-
stitutions are taking place in France
while the government looks the other
way. Leading French media are filled
with stories slanted against Israel, fur-
ther heating up a climate in which
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leadership of the Jewish community is
virtually alone, fighting anti-Semitic
attacks.

European leaders have continually
avoided condemning the tactic of sui-
cide bombing in Israel, which lends
support to the acts of hatred against
Jews in their own nations. Our message
to them is clear: Join the United
States in working toward an agree-
ment in the Middle East that will lead
to peace with security and independ-
ence for Israelis and Palestinians.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentlewoman from Maryland
(Mrs. MORELLA) for her poignant re-
marks in support of this resolution,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. WOOL-
SEY), my distinguished colleague.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H. Res. 393, which
denounces the rise in anti-Semitism in
Europe. This Congress must condemn
these and any violent acts that are
hurting families and communities,
both here and abroad.

According to an annual study by a
Tel Aviv university, anti-Semitic acts
rose sharply around the world after the
September 11 attacks. The study re-
veals some of the worst anti-Semitic
days since the end of World War II. An-
other recent survey revealed that 30
percent of Europeans harbored tradi-
tional anti-Semitic stereotypes. Con-
gress must condemn these acts by pass-
ing H. Res. 393.

But, Mr. Speaker, we must also make
it a top priority to stop hate in our
own country. Anti-Semitism is not
limited to Europe. The Anti-Defama-
tion League reported that this year,
here in the United States, anti-Jewish
incidents have increased 11 percent.

Congress must make it clear that
there is no room for personal attacks
and bigotry in America. That is why
we need to pass H. Res. 393 and the bill
of the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS), H.R. 1343, The Local Law En-
forcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act,
to help prosecute and prevent crimes
motivated by hate across our own Na-
tion.

The people of the United States must
set an example for the world by ex-
pressing our differences without resort-
ing to violence against our neighbors.
In the United States, freedom of speech
is a fundamental right, a right to be
used for causes that citizens are pas-
sionate over, but not for causes that
damage another’s right to a different
opinion, a different religion, a different
lifestyle.

This Congress has the responsibility
to combat unnecessary hatred and to
lead the charge. Together we can make
a statement by passing H. Res. 393, con-
demning anti-Semitism.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN),
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my good friend and distinguished col-
league.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, first, let
me thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS) for his entire ca-
reer of fighting prejudice and bias
wherever it can be found in our com-
munities.

I also want to thank the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN). The gen-
tleman will be deeply missed in this
body. We thank him for his leadership
on behalf of all of the people of this Na-
tion.

I want to thank the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), my good
friend, for his leadership in the Hel-
sinki process. He took this resolution
to Europe and we were able to get
unanimous support among our fellow
parliamentarians to speak out and de-
velop an action plan against anti-Semi-
tism.

I thank the gentleman from New
York (Mr. CROWLEY) for bringing this
resolution forward; I thank him on be-
half of all of us for stating what I
would hope would be unanimously sup-
ported by this body.

There is no question that anti-Se-
mitic activities are on the increase in
every state in Europe. We need to do
more than just speak out; we need to
develop an action plan, and that is
what we were successful in getting in
our visit on the OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly during this past weekend. We
have developed an action plan and will
continue to monitor it to make it clear
that international events cannot be
used to justify anti-Semitic activities;
that we need to work with the leader-
ship, not just among parliamentarians,
but the leadership in our communities
from church groups and from edu-
cators. We have to work with children
in our schools, and we have to deal
with property restitution issues to
make sure that people are fairly com-
pensated for property that was wrong-
fully taken.

In short, Mr. Speaker, we need a
total plan to make sure the world un-
derstands that we will not tolerate
anti-Semitic activities, period, the end.

So I very much applaud the efforts on
this resolution. It is important that
this body speaks out, but it is also im-
portant that we follow it with action in
all of the areas that we have men-
tioned.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to thank the gentleman from
Maryland for his kind words, but most
important, for his willingness to go to
Berlin, along with the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and to bring
this resolution to their attention. We
thank him for his efforts.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
HOEFFEL), my good friend, an indefati-
gable fighter for human rights in all of
its manifestations.

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time and for his kind remarks, and also
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for his many years of leadership on this
issue.

Also, I want to salute the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN) for a ca-
reer that we should all emulate and fol-
low in terms of human rights and for
justice around the world.

I want to compliment the gentleman
from New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for
bringing this resolution to the floor,
denouncing anti-Semitism wherever it
is found in Europe or this country.

I certainly want to acknowledge, as
others have, the great leadership of the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH), who led our delegation this
past weekend to the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe.

I want to share a little with my col-
leagues the work led by the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and
joined by all of the American dele-
gates. We were proud to do so, in bring-
ing this challenge of anti-Semitism
and the need to denounce anti-Semi-
tism to the OSCE and, hopefully, to all
of the governments of Europe. We made
an historic effort, through the leader-
ship of the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SMITH) leading the American dele-
gation and the leadership of Dr. Gert
Weisskirchen, a German parliamen-
tarian and the leader of his delegation,
in a joint delegation assembly to talk
about the evils of anti-Semitism, to
bring forward four experts to talk to
all of us about the need to speak out
and denounce anti-Semitism. This was
the first time that the American dele-
gation and the German delegation had
ever met in a separate event, invited
the press in, invited experts in to talk
to us.

I wish, I say to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), I
wish all of our colleagues could have
heard what we heard from Abraham
Foxman, the executive director of the
Anti-Defamation League, in which he
talked about the need to speak out to
denounce anti-Semitism. He talked
about the events in Germany recently,
where after a number of events aimed
against Jews, just for being Jews, the
official advice to the Jewish commu-
nity in Germany is to stop wearing
visible signs of their faith.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALDEN of Oregon). The time of the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TO0S) has expired.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield an additional 1 minute
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. HOEFFEL.)

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GILMAN) very kindly.

I simply want to say, what kind of
advice is that? How can anybody say,
“avoid wearing visible signs of your
faith,” as if that is the way to deal
with the hatred that is being directed
against Jews in Germany and across
Europe? The way to deal with it, as Mr.
Foxman pointed out, is to speak out, to
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speak out loudly, to denounce it, to
make sure that everybody knows how
unacceptable that hatred and intoler-
ance is.

We will win this victory if we step
forward, and if people around the world
step forward and say that anti-Semi-
tism is un-American, that it is un-Ger-
man, that it is un-French, that it is un-
Ukrainian, that it is against the basic
principles of a civilized people wher-
ever it happens around the world.

Mr. Speaker, that is the fight we are
joining. That is what the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN) has done
for 20-some years, and that is what the
whole career of the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) has been
about. That is what my friend, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY)
is fighting for today, and I am honored
to join my colleagues in that fight.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that each side be
granted an additional 3 minutes.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 3 additional minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia will control 3 additional min-
utes.

There was no objection.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New York.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

It is literally unthinkable that just
50 years after the Holocaust this body
should be compelled to take up this
issue. It speaks very poorly of the edu-
cational process that has unfolded in
Europe in the last two generations,
that this most ancient hatred, based on
prejudice and ignorance, should again
be sweeping the continent.

O 1500

Several strains provide a confluence
as to why they are up against this
problem today. The first and perhaps
most important one is the old church-
based anti-Semitism. Churches have
been guilty for centuries of fomenting
anti-Semitism; and while some voices
have spoken for acceptance and toler-
ance, important segments of the
churches have contributed to the con-
tinuation of this sickening spectacle of
religious hate.

We also see the upsurge of skinhead
and neo-Nazi movements of direct fol-
lowers of what was the dominant
theme in Germany in the 1930’s and
early 40’s. The skinhead and neo-Nazi
component of this new wave of anti-
Semitism must be fought by all Euro-
pean governments.

We have a new element. The extrem-
ist Islamic and Arab populations of Eu-
rope are contributing powerfully to
anti-Semitism, and it is incumbent
upon the governments of Europe to
fight these forces.

Finally, the perpetually misguided
European left must recognize that its
values and priorities are all upside
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down. They view the small State of
Israel, a victim of a wave of suicide
bombers and terrorist activities, as the
aggressive Goliath. The time is long
overdue for the misguided European
left to wake up and recognize the reali-
ties of the Middle East situation.

These are the four strains: church-
based anti-Semitism; neo-Nazi skin-
head anti-Semitism; the anti-Semitism
emanating from the Muslim and Arab
population in Europe; and, finally, the
misguided European left which mis-
takes the victim for the aggressor.
This is a gigantic task that all men
and women in Europe of goodwill and
decency must unite to defeat.

I urge all of my colleagues to vote for
this resolution as an expression of the
conscience of this body and the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I want to thank my colleagues, espe-
cially the gentleman from New York
(Mr. CROWLEY), the sponsor of this im-
portant measure, and for his participa-
tion in the debate, as well as the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS),
ranking member of our committee, for
his eloquent remarks. And I hope that
the European governments to whom
this resolution is addressed will review
the content of our debate today and
draw the appropriate conclusions and,
more importantly, take the required
actions to stop the flow of anti-Semi-
tism throughout Europe.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H. Res. 393.

For months, vicious attacks against Jews
across Europe have continued almost on a
daily basis. It has been an issue of such great
concern to me that last month | sent a letter
signed by 140 of my colleagues urging EU
Secretary-General Javier Solana to take action
against this dangerous trend.

In France, Jewish organizations recorded
more than 300 anti-Semitic attacks in the
month of April alone. Jewish cemeteries have
been desecrated, Jewish children have been
verbally and physically assaulted on play-
grounds and soccer fields, and Jewish institu-
tions have been firebombed and vandalized.
In February, yellow stars of David were paint-
ed on Jewish shop windows in Paris. In
March, there was a drive-by shooting of a ko-
sher butcher shop near Tolouse. And, in the
middle of Passover, the Or Aviv Synagogue in
Marseilles was burned to the ground.

In Belgium, the seat of the European Union,
Rabbis and community leaders have been as-
saulted, as have synagogue worshipers, on
their way to and from services.

In England, dozens of threats and physical
assaults on Jews have been reported in re-
cent months, and in April, a vicious attack on
a suburban London synagogue left windows
smashed, religious artifacts defaced, and
crude swastikas painted everywhere.

The situation has only been made worse by
the failure of these countries to forcefully con-
demn these hate crimes and vigorously pros-
ecute their perpetrators.
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European leaders, including EU representa-
tives, have dismissed the severity of the prob-
lem, blaming the Middle East conflict and Mus-
lim demographics instead of the Arab and Eu-
ropean media outlets that have fed their fervor
by demonizing Jews and justifying suicide
murders by Palestinian terrorists.

The European Convention for the Protection
of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
espouses the basic rights of all Europeans to
liberty, security, freedom of religion, and free-
dom from discrimination. Yet, no EU institution
has made any effort to uphold these rights for
Jewish minorities.

It is time for the European nations to take a
bold unified stance condemning the re-emer-
gence of anti-Semitism in Europe.

It is time for the United Nations to take ac-
tion and reverse the virulent wave of anti-Se-
mitic attacks unleashed last year at the U.N.
Conference on Racism, where delegates
sought to equate Zionism and racism and in-
sisted that the Holocaust be written with a
lower case “h” to lessen the magnitude of the
tragedy.

Hasn't the horror of World War 1l taught us
the danger of anti-Semitism, which seeks to
dehumanize Jews and make them legitimate
targets for violence? Hasn’t the abomination of
suicide murder shown us what happens when
hatred devalues human life to create targets
for terrorism?

The United States and all civilized nations
just not be silent in the face of these threats.
We must lead the fight to condemn anti-Semi-
tism in Europe, the former Soviet Union, and
everyplace it emerges.

| urge all of my colleagues to support H.
Res. 393.

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, | am proud
to join over 70 of my House colleagues in co-
sponsoring H. Res. 393, a resolution con-
demning the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe.
The disturbing trend of hatred, intolerance and
cruelty on the continent of Europe demands
our immediate attention and action.

We are all aware of the horrors faced by
Jewish people in Europe a little more than a
half century ago. For this reason, we must
keep Europe’s troubled history in mind and
scrutinize the numerous anti-Semitic attacks
on Jews in Europe over the last 18 months
before these sentiments are allowed to esca-
late to more disturbing levels. It is wise not to
ignore history for fear of being doomed to re-
peat it.

Of the many despicable attacks that have
occurred over the past 18 months, | would like
to single out the brutal beating in Berlin, Ger-
many of two Yeshiva students from my home
state of New Jersey. These students traveled
to Germany in the youthful pursuit of an edu-
cation and the desire to exchange ideas with
another culture. They did not envision being
singled out for their religion and brutally beat-
en by bigoted thugs. We must not ignore this
event and the many that have signaled a rise
in anti-Semitism across the European con-
tinent.

We are at the birth of a new and uncertain
century. Unfortunately, we have already seen
a rise in narrow-mined hatred, evidenced by
the horrific terror attacks on our Nation on
September 11th. As a freethinking and com-
passionate people, we must insist that our al-
lies follow the American ideals of tolerance
and understanding. At the very least, we must
speak out to protect the basic human rights of
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people who face persecution based on their
religion. Therefore, | urge our European allies
to draw their attention to the rise in anti-Semi-
tism on their continent and take whatever
steps necessary to curb this disturbing trend.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 393, and would like
first of all to thank my colleague from New
York, Mr. CROWLEY for his initiative in bringing
this important resolution to the attention of the
House. | also want to thank Chairman HYDE
and Ranking Member LANTOS for their support
of Mr. CROWLEY'’s resolution.

Mr. Speaker, every year the House con-
siders a great number of resolutions on a vast
array of topics. I'd like to suggest that the res-
olution under consideration right now is the
perfect example of what a House resolution
ought to be.

H. Res. 393 is concise, timely, and most of
all, important. The topic under debate today is
the resurgence of a form of hatefulness that
we all hoped would never again emerge in Eu-
rope. Anti-Semitism has a long and unfortu-
nate history in Europe and its re-emergence in
the past few months should serve not only as
a warning that hatred and bigotry are always
lurking in the margins of society, but also as
a call to arms.

Mr. Speaker, on September 11, 2001, our
Nation and my city of New York especially,
were attacked by the forces of ignorance and
intolerance, the forces of hatred and exclu-
sion, the forces of irrationality and brutality.
The spirit which animated the men who at-
tacked our Nation is the same as that which
motivates the anti-Semitism of the past, the
present and, we may expect, of the future as
well.

Pathological intolerance is nothing new, but
it has, unfortunately, through technology, ac-
quired new tools capable of wreaking massive
violence and havoc. In the 1940s, the re-
sources of an entire nation were put to the
task of annihilating Europe’s Jews. Today, un-
fortunately we see their spiritual descendants
using different tools: car bombs, gas cylinders,
light boats and even airplanes. But the mis-
sion of hate is the same and the results just
as ghastly.

Today, Europe is again facing a tide of ha-
tred against Jews. Again we see Europe’s
synagogues being defiled, burned and vandal-
ized, again we see Europe’s Jews being at-
tacked in the streets, and most disconcerting
of all, again we see Europe’s governments
telling us not to worry, that everything will be
all right, that this is a passing phase, that this
is the work of a disaffected few.

Mr. Speaker, | don’t buy that. And more im-
portantly, today, in passing this vital resolution,
the entire Congress is refusing to accept Eu-
rope’s invitation to acquiesence and passivity.

Historically in Europe, Mr. Speaker, Jews
have been the proverbial “canary in the coal
mine,” the group whose welfare, acceptance
and safety can be seen as a gauge for the se-
curity of all religious and ethnic minorities. And
today, Europe’s Jews are again in jeopardy.
How we confront this awful reality is the test
of the pledge our Nation made upon discovery
of Hitler's extermination camps in 1945: Never
again.

Today, with the adoption of this critical reso-
lution demanding that European nations live
up to their responsibilities for the protection of
all their citizens, | am proud to say we are liv-
ing up to that great historical commitment.
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Again, | want to commend Mr. CROWLEY for
authoring this resolution, and strongly urge its
passage by the House.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of this resolution.

The statue of Alfred Dreyfus that stands in
Paris had the words “dirty Jew” painted on it
earlier this year.

Dreyfus was a Jewish Captain in the French
army before he was sent to jail on trumped-up
charges and fabricated evidence. He served
eleven years and survived several attempted
cover-ups by the French military before his in-
nocence was universally recognized. He was
finally released in 1906.

To many people, including the father of
Modern Zionism Theodore Herzl, Dreyfus is
the symbol of the persecuted Jew and anti-
Semitism.

For all those who remember history, the fact
that this statue was the target of anti-Semitism
in today’'s France is horribly disturbing. Unfor-
tunately, France is not alone. Belgium, Britain,
Italy, Germany, Slovakia, Ukraine, and Greece
have all experienced anti-Semitic incidents
since the upswing in anti-Semitism began.

In Germany, police have warned Jews that
wearing yarmulkas, the traditional Jewish head
coverings, could cause them to be targets of
attacks.

Last April, the Simon Wiesenthal Center re-
leased its first ever travel advisory, urging
Jews to exercise caution when traveling to
France or Belgium.

It has been only sixty years since the defeat
of Hitler and now swastikas have reappeared
in Europe. They can be found sprayed on
Jewish schools, drawn on gravestones in a
desecrated Jewish cemetery, painted on the
wall of a synagogue, stitched on the flags of
anti-Israel demonstrators, and in the hearts
and minds of the people who attack rabbinical
students and Jewish athletes.

The governments of Europe must protect
their citizens. They must work actively to stop
the increase in anti-Semitic incidents, and de-
nounce anti-Semitic remarks thinly veiled as
anti-Israel. Only then can progress be made
toward the true goal: an atmosphere of co-
operation and reconciliation among the Jewish
and non-Jewish citizens of Europe.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PENCE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 393, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-08-01T11:18:26-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




