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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SHIMKUS).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 24, 2002.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN
SHIMKUS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, You created the world for
all to share in a spirit of love, justice,
and equality. We pray today for peace
in our world. We unite our prayer with
representatives of the world’s religions
who gathered today in the town of
Francis of Assisi, desirous of becoming
instruments of peace.

We pray for peace, O Lord, and to
pray for peace is to open our hearts to
inroads of Your own power to renew all
things.

By the life-giving force of Your
grace, O God, You can create openings
for peace where we see only obstacles
and closures. You alone can strengthen
and enlarge the solidarity of the
human family, in spite of recent tragic
events, all human suffering and the
endless history of division and conflict
in our world.

As we pray for peace, we pray for jus-
tice. We pray for a right ordering of
human relations within and among na-
tions and peoples.

As we pray for peace, we pray for
freedom, especially for religious free-
dom that is a basic human and civil
right of every individual.

To pray for peace, O Lord, is to seek
forgiveness and to implore from You
the courage to forgive those who have
trespassed against us.

At this time of world distress, give us
new unfailing reasons for hope. Show
forth in our day that genuine religious
belief is an inexhaustible wellspring for
mutual respect and harmony among
peoples.

Let our prayer and our faith in You,
Almighty God, be our chief antidote to
violence and conflict.

Hope is truly instilled in our world
today as each of us prays, ‘‘Lord, make
me an instrument of Your peace.”
Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
McNuULTY) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. McNULTY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 299. Concurrent resolution
providing for a joint session of Congress to
receive a message from the President on the
state of the Union.

TRIBUTE TO DAVE THOMAS

(Ms. PRYCE of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to pay tribute to a man we
all know as Dave, a man blessed with
an extraordinary knack for business
and a heart of gold. Sadly, we lost him
to cancer only a few weeks ago.

Dave Thomas personifies the Amer-
ican dream, that a young person of
humble beginnings can and should
dream big. And that he did, by creating
the third largest fast-food chain in the
world.

Dave’s devotion to his business was
surpassed by only one thing, his great
love for children. As an adopted child,
Dave felt so fortunate to have been
given a loving family to care for him.
He wanted to see other children experi-
ence this joy.

Dave took his passion and turned it
into something extraordinary. In 1992,
he founded the Dave Thomas Founda-
tion for Adoption to serve as a voice
for children who cannot speak for
themselves. The foundation is based in
my hometown of Columbus, Ohio.

I feel so fortunate to have had the op-
portunity to work closely with Dave in
our joint effort to bring children and
families together and make the process
of adoption easier.

Dave once said, “If T can get just one
child a home, it would be better than
selling 1 million hamburgers.”’

Well, Dave, you did just that, and
more. You are a true class act, one who
will be sorely missed, but remembered
by all for generations.

————

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
NOMINATIONS
(Ms. SANCHEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I am so
glad this morning that our Chaplain
spoke about religion as a human and
civil right.

When TU.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan recently accepted his Nobel
Peace Prize, he urged all nations to
focus more on human rights in a quest
to end poverty, end conflicts and foster
democracy.

It is for those reasons that I am cir-
culating a Dear Colleague letter re-
questing the Nobel Peace Prize Selec-
tion Committee nominate the Most
Venerable Thich Quang Do and Father
Nguyen Van Ly of Vietnam for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

The Most Venerable Thich Quang Do
is the secretary-general of the banned
Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam.
He has been under house arrest since
June of 2001, after announcing his in-
tention to escort the ailing 83-year-old
Buddhist patriarch Thich Huyen Quang
to Ho Chi Minh City for urgently need-
ed medical care.

Similarly, in May of last year, Fa-
ther Ly was placed under house arrest
and banned from running his church
for providing testimony to the U.S.
Commission on International Religious
Freedom, which urged this Congress to
delay ratification of the bilateral trade
agreement until Vietnam eased its re-
strictions on religion.

In recognition of their courage, sac-
rifice and belief, I hope all Members
will join me in signing that letter.

FAULTY LOGIC ON CAUSE OF
RECESSION

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, on January
4, one of the political leaders of the
other body said President Bush’s tax
relief plan ‘‘probably made the reces-
sion worse.”

Oh, really? Only $41 billion of the
President’s $1.35 trillion bipartisan tax
relief plan went into effect last year. Of
that amount, 93 percent, or $38 billion,
comprised the income tax rebates that
were mailed to every tax-paying Amer-
ican last summer and early fall. So ac-
cording to this illustrious political
leader, the tax rebate proposal, widely
hailed by Democrats at the time,
caused ‘‘the most dramatic fiscal dete-
rioration in our Nation’s history.”

Blaming the President’s plan for the
cause of the recession, when the bulk
of tax relief will not occur until the
year 2005, is faulty logic at best. To say
that providing a $300 tax rebate to
working Americans during a recession
probably made the recession worse does
not make sense.

The real reason some political lead-
ers want to repeal tax cuts is just so
they have more money for government
program spending.
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SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ENRON
CORPORATION AND REPUBLICAN
TAX CUT

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, there are some very dis-
turbing similarities between the Enron
Corporation’s activities and the Repub-
lican tax cut.

Last year a young reporter told the
Enron Corporation and the investment
community that the Enron books had
been cooked, it was not on the level,
the revenues were not what they said
they were. Ken Lay, the CEO, said not
so, not so. In the meanwhile, he was
selling his stock, leaving the share-
holders holding the bag.

Last year we said that if you had the
tax cut and you did what the President
wanted to do, what the Republicans
wanted to do, it was the end of sur-
pluses. They said no, no, it is not so; it
is not so.

Well, today we are told in the papers
it is the end of surpluses. We have red
ink, according to CBO, as far as the eye
can see.

What did the Republicans do? The
first thing they did was get a tax cut
for the wealthy. The first thing they
did was take care of their friends. And
now the unemployed, those in need of
prescription drugs, those on Social Se-
curity, are left holding the bag. Why?
Because we are now into the Social Se-
curity Trust Fund $700 billion. $700 bil-
lion. The surpluses have disappeared; $4
trillion this year.

There is a disturbing parallel of val-
ues here about taking care of the
wealthy and letting everybody else
hold the bag.

BASIC DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS
ON STIMULATING THE ECONOMY

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, listen-
ing to the previous speaker, my friend
from California, I wonder, did he not
take economics in school?

History has shown us over and over
again, lowering taxes stimulates the
economy; stimulating the economy
gives more people jobs; more people
working means more people paying
taxes; more people paying taxes means
more revenues coming into Wash-
ington. And that is the basic difference
between the Republican Party and the
Democrat Party and their allies in Big
Government.

That is why TED KENNEDY, the leader
of the Democrat Party, has called for a
massive new tax increase. Hello.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will suspend.

All Members must avoid improper
references to the Senate or to Members
thereof.

January 24, 2002

Mr. KINGSTON. I thank the Speaker.
I will not say anything more about the
Democrat leader, who we all know now
to be a prominent Democrat in the
other body, who wants to increase
taxes. And one can only assume that he
has allies in the House over here, judg-
ing from the 1-minutes we are hearing,
it seems just sort of calling for more
tax increases.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly believe the
way to turn the economy around is to
still let people spend their own money,
rather than having government bu-
reaucracies in Washington in their
command-and-control fashion spend
tax dollars.

Let us create jobs by giving people
back their hard-earned money.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are advised that using the termi-
nology ‘‘in the other body’ does not
absolve them of the responsibility not
to talk about the other body.

EFFECTS OF BUDGET DEFICITS ON
GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND
PROMISES

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, the lead
story in today’s Wall Street Journal
really tells it all: ‘““‘Seeing Red: As
Budget Deficits Loom, Many Promises,
Programs Could Suffer. Social Security
Is Vulnerable as Huge 10-year Surplus
Contracts by $4 Trillion.”

Yes, an unprecedented 70 percent of
the estimated surplus has evaporated
in less than a year. It is true that the
two Republican budget offices, one here
in the House and one at the White
House, cannot agree on exactly how
deep a hole Republicans have dug.

But I can tell you, even using Arthur
Andersen accounting, this hole is a
whopper. Our Republican colleagues
have ‘“‘stimulated’ little more than red
ink with their huge tax breaks de-
signed for certain priviledged corpora-
tions and the wealthy few.

What a difference those huge tax
breaks have made. They have not stim-
ulated anything except red ink. Now
when they have dug such a deep budg-
etary hole, it is time to stop digging,
instead of offering more and more cor-
porate tax breaks, as our Republican
friends persist in doing this year.

Let us at least stop that digging
downward, embrace some fiscal re-
straint and begin climbing out of this
budgetary hole before Social Security
is wrecked and we reach the point of
economic ‘‘no return’’.

———

SUPPORT NATIONAL MENTORING
ACT

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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