June 20, 2002

paying these taxes that we want to
know where $17.3 billion has gone.

I have just a couple of more points,
and then I will yield back my time. I
am one of many, both Republican and
Democrats, who work here very hard.
We heard, the hour before my time, in
talking about housing. There are just a
lot of responsibilities that we do have
to the taxpayers of this country to
make sure that the government does
operate in a very efficient manner, and
where we can be of assistance to the
people throughout this country, we
certainly need to meet that obligation.
Again, the May 2002 report from the
Department of Treasury, 2001 financial
report of the United States Govern-
ment, anybody that might be listening
tonight or anybody that would like to
check can go on the Internet and look
up that document, 2001 financial report
of the United States Government, look
on page 110. And I am going to repeat
it again, the Federal Government has,
and I quote, unreconciled transactions
totaling $17.3 billion.

Just a quick example. According to
the London Times, $17.3 billion is
enough to buy a fleet of B-2 bombers
with spare change for fuel. $17.3 billion
is the equivalent of two aircraft car-
riers and two air wings. We all know
that if this money, if it had just been
$200 that might have been lost by a
company, the company president would
have immediately called the CPA and
said, ‘““Come in here and check the
books of this company. I don’t know
where we have lost this money.” Then
if he could not find it, he might even
call the local police and ask them to
come in to help investigate.

I want to say again that I am certain
that Secretary O’Neill will answer my
letter and give me an explanation so I
can say to the taxpayers of the Third
District of North Carolina as well as
the taxpayers of America that we know
where this $17.3 billion has gone.

Mr. Speaker, again, I want to thank
you for this time and just to say that
I will promise the people of the Third
District of North Carolina and the peo-
ple of America that I will work with
my colleagues on both sides of the po-
litical aisle and make sure that we get
an explanation as to where the $17.3
billion has gone; that we appreciate the
hard-working people of America, and
we want to make sure that even though
we have many contentious and heated
debates, and that is the way it should
be, this is a Republic, it is a demo-
cratic country, and we have a right to
disagree, but when it really comes
down to trying to protect the tax-
payers’ money, we work together in a
bipartisan way.

Therefore, if I have not gotten an an-
swer when we come back after July 4,
I will be asking the committees of ju-
risdiction to please request that Sec-
retary O’Neill comes before the com-
mittee and explains where this $17.3
billion has gone.

I conclude tonight, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause I have three military bases in my
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district, Camp Lejeune Marine Base,
Cherry Point Marine Station and
Seymore Johnson Air Force Base.

I certainly want to close by asking
God to please bless our men and women
in uniform and their families. We are
very fortunate to have the dedicated
men and women in uniform as well as
their families.

———

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
PRAISING CUBA’S PROJECT
VARELA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening to draw attention to a
troubling development in the demo-
cratic reform effort in Cuba. Last week
Fidel Castro staged mass demonstra-
tions throughout Cuba in a sign of so-
called ‘‘support’ for a proposed amend-
ment to the Cuban Constitution declar-
ing his failed Soviet-style economic
system to be ‘‘untouchable.”

Mr. Speaker, there is no question as
to what has left Castro feeling threat-
ened to the point that he feels the need
to reaffirm his dictatorial control of
Cuba and that is Project Varela. On
Friday, May 10, over 11,000 citizens of
Cuba took a courageous stand and peti-
tioned the Cuban National Assembly to
hold a nationwide referendum vote on
guarantees of human rights and civil
liberties.

Named for the 19th century priest
and Cuban independence hero, Padre
Felix Varela, the Varela Project re-
ceived no funding or support from for-
eign organizations or foreign govern-
ments. Project Varela is a grassroots
effort by the Cuban people to call on
their government to provide them with
internationally accepted standards of
human and civil rights, including free-
dom of speech, the right to own a busi-
ness, electoral reform and amnesty for
political prisoners.

Beyond the obvious threat that a
grassroots  political effort  poses,
Project Varela represents an even
greater challenge to Castro’s control of
the island. With its 11,000 plus signa-
tures, the project qualifies under arti-
cle 88 of the Cuban Constitution, which
states that if the Cuban National As-
sembly receives the verified signatures
of 10,000 legal voters, a referendum on
the issue should be scheduled. However,
Mr. Speaker, instead of allowing his
Parliament to consider Project Varela,
today Castro introduced his own ref-
erendum that would stop future consid-
eration of Project Varela and any other
democratic reform efforts.

My question to Castro is that if he is
so sure that he has the support of the
Cuban people, why will he not schedule
a referendum? If Castro is unfazed by
the Varela Project, then why propose
reforms to the Cuban Constitution 1
month to the day that the petition was
delivered?

Mr. Speaker, the ultimate goal of
U.S. policy towards Cuba has always
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been to promote the island’s peaceful
transition to democracy. Many of my
colleagues have varying views on the
best approach to achieve a democracy.
However, we can all agree on the im-
portance of a grassroots democratic ef-
fort like Project Varela. That is why
today I have introduced a resolution
commending the citizens of Cuba for
actively exercising their constitutional
rights and taking a stand for the rights
of all Cubans. The resolution praises
Oswaldo Paya and the other organizers
of Project Varela for their courage and
bravery, for their willingness to stand
up to a dictator.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join with me and cosponsor this impor-
tant resolution. It is time Castro real-
ized that his orchestrated demonstra-
tions and forced petitions are fooling
no one.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CHAMBLISS (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today until 1:30 p.m. on ac-
count of qualifying for the Georgia
congressional ballot.

Mr. ISAKSON (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today until 1:30 p.m. on ac-
count of qualifying for the Georgia
congressional ballot.

Mr. KINGSTON (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today until 1:30 p.m. on ac-
count of qualifying for the Georgia
congressional ballot.

Mr. LAHOOD (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for June 21 on account of offi-
cial business.

Mr. MANZULLO (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today after 2:00 p.m.
through June 24 on account of personal
business.

Mrs. ROUKEMA (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for June 19 and the balance of
the week on account of illness.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. PAYNE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas,
for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. BROWN of Florida, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MEEKS of New York, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. CONYERS, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.
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Mr. LANGEVIN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. TowNs, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 56 min-
utes, today.

(The following Member (at the re-
quest of Mr. FOSSELLA) to revise and
extend his remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Member (at his own
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. KINGSTON, for 5 minutes, today.

———

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

A concurrent resolution of the Sen-
ate of the following title were taken
from the Speaker’s table and, under
the rule, referred as follows:

S. Con. Res. 110. Concurrent resolution
honoring the heroism and courage displayed
by airline flight attendants on a daily basis;
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.

——
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 327. An act to amend chapter 35 of
title 44, United States Code, for the purpose
of facilitating compliance by small business
concerns with certain Federal paperwork re-
quirements, to establish a task force to ex-
amine information collection and dissemina-
tion, and for other purposes.

———

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on June 18, 2002 he presented
to the President of the United States,
for his approval, the following bills.

H.R. 3275. Suppression of Terrorist Bomb-
ings.

H.R. 4560. To eliminate the deadlines for
spectrum auctions of spectrum previously al-
located to television broadcasting.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 42 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, June 21, 2002, at 9 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7495. A letter from the Administrator,
Rural Utilities Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Post-Loan Policies and Procedures
Common to Guaranteed and Insured Loans
(RIN: 0572-AB48) received May 20, 2002, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

7496. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
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Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Fludioxonil; Re-establish-
ment of Tolerance for Emergency Exemp-
tions [OPP-2002-0061; FRL-7176-8] received
May 23, 2002, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

7497. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Cyhalofop-butyl; Time-Lim-
ited Pesticide Tolerance [OPP-2002-0087;
FRL-7178-5] received May 30, 2002, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on

Agriculture.
7498. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental

Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Methyl Parathion and
Ethyl Parathion; Tolerance Revocations
[OPP-2002-0067; FRL-7179-9] received May 30,
2002, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

7499. A letter from the Legislative and Reg-
ulatory Activities Division, Department of
the Treasury, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Electronic Activities [Docket
No. 02-07] (RIN: 1557-AB76) received May 20,
2002, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

7500. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulations, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Con-
densation Control for Exterior Walls of Man-
ufactured Homes Sited in Humid and Fringe
Climates; Waiver [Docket No. FR-4578-F-02]
received May 21, 2002, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

7501. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Emergency Managent Agency, trans-
mitting the Agency’s final rule — Changes in
Flood Elevation Determinations [Docket No.
FEMA-B-7428] received May 31, 2002, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

7502. A letter from the Director, Corporate
Policy and Research Department, Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation, transmitting
the Corporation’s final rule — Benefits Pay-
able in Terminated Single-Employer Plans;
Allocation of Assets in Single-Employer
Plans; Interest Assumptions for Valuing and
Paying Benefits — received April 4, 2002, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

7503. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
Plans; Illinois [11.189-1a; FRL-7212-9] received
May 23, 2002, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

7504. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Control of Air Pollution
from New Motor Vehicles; Amendment to
the Tier 2/Gasoline Sulfur Regulations
[AMS-FRL-7221-5] (RIN: 2060-AI69) received
May 30, 2002, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

7505. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Food Labeling; Nutrient Content Claims,
Definition of Sodium Levels for the Term
‘“‘Healthy;” Extension of Partial Stay [Dock-
et No. 91N-384H and 96P-0500] (RIN: 0910-
AA19) received May 31, 2002, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

7506. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
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Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medical Devices; Ear, Nose and Throat De-
vices; Reclassification of the Endolymphatic
Shunt Tube with Valve [Docket No. 97P-0210]
received May 31, 2002, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

7507. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; State
of Maryland; Revised Definitions and Rec-
ordkeeping Provisions [MD 132 & 133-3087a;
FRL-7210-1] received May 23, 2002, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

7508. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Indiana [IN141-la;
FRL-7213-5] received May 30, 2002, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

7509. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of the Clean Air
Act, Section 112(1), Delegation of Authority
to the Oregon Department of Environmental
Quality and Lane Regional Air Pollution Au-
thority [FRL-7223-3] received May 30, 2002,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

7510. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Clean Air Act Approval of
Revisions to Operating Permits Program in
Oregon [FRL-7223-5] received May 30, 2002,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

7511. A letter from the Principal Deputy

Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Control of Air Pollution

from New Motor Vehicles; Second Amend-
ment to the Tier 2/Gasoline Sulfur Regula-
tions [AMS-FRL-7221-9] (RIN: 2060-AJ71) re-
ceived May 30, 2002, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

7512. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Revisions and Clarifications to
the Export Administration Regulations—
Chemical and Biological Weapons Controls:
Australia Group; Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion [Docket No. 020509118-2118-01] (RIN: 0694-
AC62) received May 31, 2002, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
International Relations.

7513. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
For Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Revisions to the Export Admin-
istration Regulations as a Result of the Sep-
tember 2001 Missle Technology Control Re-
gime (MTCR) Plenary Meeting [Docket No.
020328073-2073-01]1 (RIN: 0694-ACb5) received
May 20, 2002, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

7514. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting certification
that Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Ukraine,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan are committed to
the courses of action describedin Section 1203
(d) of the Cooperative Threat Reduction Act
of 1993 (Title XII of Public Law 103-160); to
the Committee on International Relations.

7515. A letter from the Director, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — Cost-of-Living Allowances
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