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Messrs. MCNULTY, HILL, WYNN,
LARSON of Connecticut, and Mrs.
ROUKEMA changed their vote from
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

So, two-thirds not having voted in
favor thereof, the joint resolution was
not passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:
Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall

No. 225 I was inadvertently detained. Had I
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, on rollcall No. 225 I was unavoidably
detained. Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘yea.’’

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
225, H.R. Res. 96—Constitutional Amendment
Requiring a super majority vote to increase
taxes, had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘nay.’’

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 225,
H.R. Res. 96—Proposing a tax limitation
amendment to the constitution of the United
States, had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘nay.’’

f

SUPPORTING RESPONSIBLE
FATHERHOOD

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce
be discharged from further consider-
ation of the resolution (H. Res. 442)
supporting responsible fatherhood and
encouraging greater involvement of fa-
thers in the lives of their children, es-
pecially on Father’s Day, and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SUNUNU). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Nebraska?

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, reserving the right to object, and I
do not intend to object, I yield to the
gentleman from Nebraska to explain
the resolution.

Mr. OSBORNE. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, as we approach the up-
coming celebration of Father’s Day
this Sunday, June 16, I am pleased to
have this opportunity to speak on be-
half of this resolution before us on the
importance of fatherhood in this coun-
try. H.R. 442, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. SULLIVAN),
urges all Americans to support respon-
sible fatherhood and to encourage
greater involvement of fathers in the
lives of their children, especially on
Father’s Day.

Over 36 years in my last profession, I
worked with a great many young men
who were fatherless. I saw directly the
results of that fatherlessness, because
if your dad does not care enough to
stick around sometimes, even to see
what you look like, there is a void in
your life and sometimes you try to fill

that void with all the wrong things.
The number of children living in house-
holds without fathers has tripled over
the last 40 years from just over 5 mil-
lion in 1960 to almost 18 million today,
which represents an increase of 350 per-
cent. According to the National Fa-
therhood Initiative, 24 million children
live without their biological fathers at
the present time. Nearly one-half of
our children will live at least part of
their childhood without a father.

The problems associated with
fatherlessness are far-reaching. The
National Fatherhood Initiative cites
numerous studies as it relates the fol-
lowing: a child living in a fatherless
home is five times more likely to live
in poverty than one who lives in a
home with a father.

b 2015
There is a much higher incidence of

teenage pregnancy, suicide rates are
much higher, they are two to three
times more likely to commit a crime,
much more likely to drop out of school,
much more likely to get involved with
drugs and alcohol, and I think, most
importantly, and something that a lot
of people miss, a fatherless daughter
suffers just as much or more than a fa-
therless young man. It would appear
that daughters are much more likely
to be abused or assaulted if they do not
have a father. A father acts as a pro-
tector for his daughter.

We need fathers to be active in their
children’s lives to instill values and act
as role models. Fathers have a unique
role to play in their children’s lives to
provide affirmation, affection and ad-
vice.

We have had a lot of conversation
over the last several months about he-
roes. We hear the term quite often. I
would like to point out another aspect,
which I think has to do with persons
being a hero.

Sometimes it is a person that gets up
every morning and goes to work. It is a
person who honors their marriage
vows. It is a person who honors his
commitment to his children. So, some-
times heroism is not something that is
done in a moment of great danger, but
it is something that is acted out on the
stage of life over a long period of time.

We also would like to mention an
anecdote here, which I think is accu-
rate. This was kind of interesting.
There was a chaplain who worked in a
prison for men, and on Mother’s Day
the chaplain was asked by one of the
inmates to get a card for Mother’s Day.
A greeting card company offered to
provide several boxes of cards. So the
word got around and nearly all of the
inmates picked up a card and sent it to
their mother on Mother’s Day.

So they thought they would repeat
the process on Father’s Day. Father’s
Day came, they had a box of cards, and,
strangely enough, according to this
story, not one single inmate picked up
a card to send to his father. The point
was that probably in almost every case
the father was absent, the father had
abrogated his responsibility.

So I think on this particular occa-
sion, when we look at our Nation, when
we look at our Nation’s future, if I
could really ask for one thing, if I had
one wish that could be granted, it
would be that our fathers would fulfill
their responsibility, that our fathers
would be honored truly on Father’s
Day, because almost all of the social
ills that we are looking at in our coun-
try today and all of the difficult things
our young people are looking at really
go back to the fact that our families
are not intact, and particularly our fa-
thers are not doing their job.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate this oppor-
tunity.

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, continuing my reservation of objec-
tion, let me say that, as you know, I
introduced in the first session of this
Congress H.R. 1300, the Responsible Fa-
therhood Act of 2001. It was legislation
that sought to prescribe parameters for
block grants to States and territories
to implement at their option media
campaigns promoting responsible fa-
therhood. It would have required the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to contract with a nonprofit fa-
therhood promotion organization to de-
velop and distribute media campaign
literature that addressed the issue of
responsible fatherhood to States, local
governments, public agencies and pri-
vate entities.

Although I have only been a Member
of Congress going into my sixth year,
annually I have sponsored a workshop
for the Congressional Black Caucus
weekend dealing with fatherhood and
responsible fatherhood and responsible
partnerships. My legislation would
have developed a national clearing-
house to assist States in community
efforts to promote and support respon-
sible fatherhood by disseminating in-
formation under this media campaign.

I introduced also in the first session
of the 107th Congress House Resolution
167, a resolution in support of father-
hood and in celebration of Father’s
Day.

This evening I am here, Mr. Speaker,
to support H. Res. 442, which was au-
thored by the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. SULLIVAN), on which my
staff and his staff worked together to
try to figure out how we could best so-
lidify the two measures for the benefit
of advancing legislation dealing with
fatherhood and responsible fatherhood
legislation.

I want to commend all of the respon-
sible fathers who have worked labori-
ously to raise their children, along
with their children’s mothers, and who
have provided college educations and
lifetime opportunities for their chil-
dren.

There are certainly countless num-
bers of men who have been engaged in
responsible fatherhood and who have
been an integral part of the well-being
and growing up of their children, and
now are involved in the lives of their
grandchildren. I think they stand as
beacons, as role models in terms of
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what this country could in fact do for
families if more fathers were respon-
sible and accountable for their chil-
dren.

My legislation that I offered in no
way intended to insult the kind of par-
ticipation that fathers have with their
children. I recognize that there are sit-
uations, Mr. Speaker, where the father
is unable to be at home in the same
household with their children as their
children grow up, but under my legisla-
tion we intend to try to connect chil-
dren with their fathers in a very re-
sponsible way so that children can
enjoy the benefits of having their fa-
thers involved in their lives.

Approximately 50 percent of all chil-
dren born in the United States spend at
least half of their childhood in families
without father figures. Three out of
four adolescents in the United States
report that they did not have adults in
their lives that served as positive role
models.

Children who are apart from their bi-
ological fathers are, in comparison to
other children, five times more likely
to live in poverty, more likely to bring
weapons and drugs into the classroom,
to commit other crimes, to drop out of
school, to commit suicide, to abuse al-
cohol or drugs. Girls are inclined some-
times to become pregnant as teenagers.

The Federal Government spends bil-
lions of dollars to address social ills,
and very little to promote responsible
fatherhood. Child support is an impor-
tant means by which a parent can take
financial responsibility for a child, and
emotional support is an important
means by which a parent can take so-
cial responsibility for a child. It is im-
portant for the United States Congress
as a body to promote responsible fa-
therhood and to encourage loving and
healthy relationships between parents
and their children in order to increase
the chance that children will have two
caring parents in their lives to help
them grow up healthy, secure, respon-
sible and accountable.

That is why I believe it is imperative,
Mr. Speaker, that we do all that we can
to ensure that every human being who
is growing up to adulthood have access
to two responsible parents in their
lives and to ensure that fathers are not
inhibited or prohibited through some
archaic system from having active in-
volvement in the well-being of their
children.

Mr. Speaker, happy Father’s Day
again.

Mr. Speaker, continuing my reserva-
tion of objection, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
simply want to add my voice to that of
the gentleman and the gentlewoman in
terms of raising the issue, as well as
bringing to our attention the impor-
tance of fatherhood, especially as we
approach Father’s Day.

It just happens that in my Congres-
sional district come Saturday we have
a full day of activity that is designed
to do nothing but promote responsible

fatherhood, beginning early in the
morning and going all day. It is a won-
derful activity. Many of the individuals
we find are looking for ways to recon-
nect with families, to reestablish rela-
tionships with their children. They
simply need a little facilitation and a
little bit of help.

I think this kind of discussion, this
kind of initiative, and this kind of ac-
tion will go a long ways toward that.

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Illinois
for his comments.

Continuing my reservation of objec-
tion, I yield to the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. SULLIVAN), and I thank
the gentleman for his partnership in
this effort.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman for hers as
well.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
OSBORNE). I liked what he had to say.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to offer H.
Res. 442, to honor fathers on Father’s
Day and commend them for enhancing
the lives of their children.

Fathers play a critical role in the de-
velopment of our youth. In addition to
traditionally being the head of the
household, these men must serve as
both spiritual leaders and protectors of
their families. Millions of men
throughout this country effectively
execute these duties each day. Their
children, in return, learn to be con-
fident and productive citizens.

Our active fathers rarely get the rec-
ognition they deserve. Many under-
stand that they must not only raise a
child physically, but must also meet
the emotional needs of their kids.
Above all, dads must instill a sense of
morality and spirituality in the hearts
of their children.

Every child deserves the love and at-
tention of their father. This is a simple
fact. But we know that simple is not
always synonymous with easy. In the
chaotic and increasingly busy world, it
is important to understand and, more
important, to demonstrate that chil-
dren are their fathers’ number one pri-
ority. My children, Tommy, Meredith
and Sidney, are my number one pri-
ority.

The children of today are the promise
of tomorrow. With that in mind, the
role of our fathers must be to continue
to raise a Nation of leaders. We must
teach our children to have a sense of
optimism about the future and what
lies ahead. Their generation will be
better than ours. It will build on our
wisdom to produce a bright and pros-
perous world.

Mr. Speaker, tonight I ask my col-
leagues to join me as we renew our
commitment to being good parents. I
especially call upon fathers throughout
the country to instill those values that
will change the lives of children.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this important piece of leg-
islation.

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, continuing my reservation of objec-

tion, I yield to the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for comments he
may have in support of this effort.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman from Oklahoma
and the gentlewoman from Indiana for
cosponsoring this resolution which ex-
presses, I think, profound thoughts. We
do not often express profound thoughts
on the floor of this House.

Sunday will be Father’s Day, and I
will be blessed on Sunday. On Sunday
two of my daughters, two of my grand-
daughters, and one of my grandsons
will be at my house, and we are going
to have a wonderful time. They are
coming on Saturday. They will spend
the night there. We will have a good
time Saturday night and have dinner
together.

My oldest daughter, who lives in Illi-
nois, will not be there, but we will talk
on Sunday. She will call and she will
say, ‘‘Dad, I love you, and I wish you a
happy Father’s Day,’’ and nothing bet-
ter will happen to me that day or any
day. We lost Mom 5 years ago. Mother’s
Day was a special day at our house as
well.

This resolution, as I say, articulates
profound thoughts. As I was in the
cloakroom, I heard the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) speaking. TOM
OSBORNE is a special person in this
body. Few of us, perhaps maybe none,
have had the opportunity to be a father
figure, not necessarily a biological fa-
ther, obviously, but a father figure,
someone to whom young men looked
for guidance, for discipline, for direc-
tion, and for a sense of responsibility.

TOM OSBORNE, as all of us know, is
one of the great football coaches in the
history of America. So it was appro-
priate that he spoke and leads the ef-
fort on this resolution, because I know
an awful lot of young men who perhaps
did not have a dad at home, or did not
have a dad that cared as much about
them as we would have hoped he would
have, looked to TOM OSBORNE for the
growing of character that a father
ought to give a son or a daughter.
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So I congratulate the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) for the
literally scores, hundreds, of young
men, whose lives you have made a dif-
ference in.

Mr. Speaker, on page 2 of this resolu-
tion it says something very important:
‘‘Whereas, the promotion of responsible
fatherhood should not, 1, denigrate the
standing and parenting efforts of single
mothers whose efforts are heroic.’’

That is so true. I know the gentle-
woman from Indiana knows that to be
the case. Young women, middle-aged
women whose partners, in producing
the greatest blessing of life, a child, do
not participate in the raising of that
child. This resolution says that not
only is that good for the fathers, but it
is absolutely critical for the children.
Study after study shows us that there
is nothing better for a child in the
world than a stable family, than two
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parents caring for that child and giving
that child direction.

It goes on to say that ‘‘this does not
in any way lessen the protection of
children from abusive parents.’’ What a
tragedy, that God gives to some a
child, and they abuse that child and
abuse that gift. ‘‘Or cause women to re-
main in or enter into abusive relation-
ships.’’ Some of us know about that,
and it is appropriate that we say that,
that certainly a two-parent family that
creates an abusive relationship is not a
relationship in which children ought to
be raised. It is a serious problem con-
fronting our society; and as we con-
sider this resolution, we look to the
‘‘responsible’’ in the reference to ‘‘fa-
therhood,’’ responsible towards the
child and responsible towards the mom.

Lastly, it says that ‘‘we do not want
to compromise the health and safety of
a custodial parent.’’

I rise in support of this resolution be-
cause of its importance. We can appro-
priate all the money we want; we can
have all the programs we want; we can
have Head Start, we can have Chapter
1; we can have the CHIP program for
child health; we can do all of those
things, and nothing, nothing, nothing
will be important, as important as two
parents caring for that child they
brought into this world.

I doubt, and I hope there is not a par-
ent in this body or in this country that
can hear the ballad that is so poignant,
so compelling, the ‘‘Cats in the Cra-
dle.’’ Those of my colleagues who re-
member the ‘‘Cats in the Cradle’’ song
about the young man, the young man
who asked dad to go out and play ball,
the young man who asked dad to read
the book, the young man who asked
dad to spend a little bit of time with
him. Dad is too busy. Dad is probably
like some of us. He thinks things are
too important, and he will be with his
son a little later. And of course as that
song continues, as my colleagues will
recall, the dad gets older, the son gets
older, and the dad says to the son, son,
let us spend some time together. Of
course by that time the son, like his
dad when he was his age, has become
preoccupied.

For those of us who have lived for
some period of time who were very ac-
tive when our children were young,
who thought our lives were very impor-
tant then, we perhaps look back and la-
ment that we did not spend the time
with our children that we should have.
It is important not only that all of us
urge fathers to be responsible, urge
them to be engaged, but as well to urge
ourselves to be the best possible par-
ents we can, for nothing, nothing can
be more positive for this country than
that.

Mr. Speaker, I stand here tonight in support
of House Resolution 442 which calls upon fa-
thers around the country to use this Father’s
Day to reconnect and rededicate themselves
to their childrens’ lives.

This coming Sunday, June 16th, 2002, mil-
lions of Americans will celebrate Father’s Day.

As a nation we set aside this day to recog-
nize the tremendous impact that fathers have

on the lives of children, as well as the stability
of families.

As the father of three lovely and intelligent
women, I know first hand the remarkable chal-
lenge, work and dedication it requires to be a
good father.

It is through fatherhood that I live my most
valued, joyful and reward moments.

On Father’s Day, I would like to commend
those who have fulfilled their responsibility as
a father by providing materially for their fami-
lies, as well as playing vital roles in the lives
of their children, such as nurturer, moral in-
structor and mentor.

However, it is important for our society to
take note that many children will face a void
on Father’s Day because they have no one
with which to celebrate the occasion.

Today, an estimated 17 million children are
living in households without a father. This
makes the United States the world leader in
fatherless families.

Children, on average, achieve more when
they have involved, responsible, and com-
mitted fathers. A study released in May 2001,
by the U.S. Department of Education, clearly
shows how a father’s active involvement in
their child’s education is particularly important
for academic achievement, as measured by
receiving mostly A grades and not having to
repeat a grade.

In fact, research shows that children with
absentee fathers are twice as likely to drop
out of school, to commit a crime and to abuse
alcohol and drugs. And, they have a five times
greater chance of living in poverty and are
more likely to become pregnant as a teenager.

The social implications of this reality are
staggering. Action is needed to stop these vi-
cious cycles of poverty and teen pregnancy.

I believe it is important to reinforce the val-
ues that all Americans share: hard work, self-
discipline, and personal and family responsi-
bility.

I support meaningful legislation that will help
make both parents responsible for taking care
of their children, such as improvements to the
interstate enforcement of child support, as well
as media awareness campaigns to promote
responsible fatherhood skills.

It is important for society to send a clear
and strong message to parents—especially
teenage parents—that they must be respon-
sible for their children—and I will continue to
support and promote such initiatives.

It is my great pleasure to stand here tonight
with my colleagues to reinforce the importance
of responsible parenting and to commend fa-
thers who have had a positive and lasting in-
fluence on the lives of their children.

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, continuing under my reservation of
objection, let me thank the gentleman
very much for those very vital points
that the gentleman inserted into this
dialogue. It forces us to rethink our po-
sition in terms of the configuration of
the family when we reflect on 9/11, as
responsible fathers went to work to en-
sure that their families had economic
well-being, only to be interrupted in
terms of their life and being unable to
go back.

So when we talk about fatherhood
and partnerships and responsible fa-
therhood, we do consider that there are
circumstances beyond the control of
the biological father which would pro-

pel us into action to ensure that chil-
dren do, in fact, have a connection with
a responsible fatherhood figure, if you
will, in their lives.

Mr. Speaker, under my reservation of
objection, I yield to the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. WATKINS).

Mr. WATKINS of Oklahoma. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
yielding me this time, and I appreciate
her allotting me the time to say a few
words on this, I think, very important
issue. I want to say a special thanks to
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
SULLIVAN) and also to the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE), who has
been a tremendous role model and
friend, who understands the need to
have a role model and, truly, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska has been a role
model for many young men.

I, like many others, have lived trying
to make sure, trying to be the kind of
father that my children would like. I
was raised in a broken home, and there
were lots of nights I went to bed think-
ing about, hoping and praying that God
would let me be a father one of these
days and maybe I could be a father to
my children and also my grand-
children, because I do know the mean-
ing. My mother raised me outside of a
small farming community of less than
200 population, and I always look back
and think how my mom, as a single
parent, how she did it. We all worked.
We all worked three part-time jobs and
we were able to make it. But that
small town was like a father, so to
speak. It just consumes itself in trying
to make sure that we as young people
followed certain standards and values,
et cetera; and I am just thankful to
have been raised in that small commu-
nity.

But I would like for my colleagues to
know that I lay awake at night and I
wonder how in the world do we save the
inner city kids? How do we save those
kids who many of them do not know
who their father is? Sometimes they do
not know either parent, and they find
there is no role model. I know the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE)
and I have talked about role models. I
think each and every one of us in life is
a role model in one way or the other,
one way or the other. I think it be-
hooves us to try to get that message
across, that we are responsible to try
to help raise the children in some way
so that they can be responsible and so
that they can enter their fatherhood
somewhere along the way.

As the gentleman from Maryland was
talking about, statistics prove it out. I
know I have been on the selection team
of the top 10 students at Oklahoma
State University for about 15 years;
and over that period of time, it has
been amazing to me to see the out-
standing students, and most of them
had both parents. Let me say this to
any young person who may come from
a broken home, a divorced home, you
can use it as an excuse, or you can use
it as a building stone, a stepping stone.
Because it is easy for us to say, well,
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because I did not have a parent is the
reason why I did not do this or maybe
I turned out bad.

I am so thankful that the good Lord
blessed me along the way. I stand in
support of H. Res. 442, because I think
we cannot do too much in trying to
reach a lot of people and trying to
make sure we provide for them that op-
portunity to be a father and be a role
model as a father.

So I thank the gentlewoman from In-
diana (Ms. CARSON) and the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. SULLIVAN) and es-
pecially my friend, the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE), who I am just
thankful that he will be coming to
Oklahoma to be the presenter for my
entry into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame;
and I really and sincerely mean that,
because as I have told my friend, as the
Nebraska coach, we owe him a whole
lot. I really want him to come because
I want the people of Oklahoma to know
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
OSBORNE) whom I have grown to love
and respect as a fellow human being.
But to the gentleman from Nebraska,
we thank him so much for being part of
our family here. I want to thank the
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN) and look forward to having him
in Oklahoma. I thank the gentleman
for what he has meant to the delega-
tion in bringing this to our attention.

As I go through life, and as some here
know, I am going home after this year,
and people ask me what I am going to
do, and I say I am going home to try to
be the best father I can be, to be a
papa, and to make memories.

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, continuing my reservation of objec-
tion, I thank the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. WATKINS).

I too want to add accolades to the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
OSBORNE) and certainly for the kind
words from the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. WATKINS) and also to the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER)
and the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAVIS).

As we continue this dialogue in
terms of these measures that are before
us, I think that the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. WATKINS) brought up a
very valuable point, and I want to in-
sert a very invaluable point, I believe.
All children in the inner city are not
the stereotypical kind that one would
believe. I myself came from an urban
area and was born to a teen-age single
mother, and the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. WATKINS) made a good point
that people can make choices about
what it is that they want to be, and it
is kind of difficult for us to muscle our-
selves through life being branded as
bastards, illegitimate, and coming
from inner city areas. When you look
back at some of the national episodes
that occurred perpetuated by children
that came from two-parent families, I
think we have to stress the importance
of building on the morals of an indi-
vidual rather than classifying an indi-
vidual by environment or by neighbor-

hood or by all of these other systemic
kinds of situations.

Continuing to reserve my right to ob-
ject, I yield to the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. PENCE), whose oratory is al-
most as good as mine, but it is a joy to
have him in the delegation. I was just
with him the other night at a dinner.
He would not want anybody to know
that, but I have to tell that, and I do
have a lot of appreciation for the good
work that my colleague, the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. PENCE), does; and it
is a pleasure to yield to him.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman for yielding and for those
kind words and, more to the point, for
her original sponsorship of this impor-
tant resolution tonight and to its au-
thor, one of the newest Members of this
institution, the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. SULLIVAN), who has already
begun to make a tremendous impres-
sion on all of his colleagues on issues
important to the family. And to the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
OSBORNE), my thanks to him for his
leadership on this issue as well.

My father was Ed Pence, who raised
a family of four boys and two girls that
were the passion of his life until he
passed away in 1988 at the young age of
58, leaving all of us to this day heart-
broken. And let me say that my father
was tough as a father with a drill in-
structor background. He was at times
completely unfair. His punishments
were unjustifiable and without appeal,
but my father was there, and that
privilege for me is one of the greatest
evidences of God’s grace in my life.
And my father’s presence in my life
and the lives of my brothers and sisters
I have tried to emulate and replicate in
the lives of Michael and Charlotte and
Audrey who sit at our home at this
hour watching this important con-
versation. It is one of the sublime
privileges of my life to be their daddy
and to try to live up to the high stand-
ards of my father. But it was a stand-
ard that was set simply by the idea
that we really celebrate tonight in the
gentleman from Oklahoma’s resolu-
tion, and that is it is about being there
for dads.

Sometimes I wonder in my heart if in
the sitcom culture that we have in-
vented today we have not raised the
bar too high for fathers, creating some
standard where if dad is not there at
the end of the day at school talking
through every single problem conversa-
tion that their child had that somehow
that father is not living up to the mod-
ern standard of a touchy-feely dad.
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Today in this resolution we simply
call on fathers to reconnect; to be
promise-keepers, to live out the com-
mitment that is not just biological but
begins there and remains spiritual and
relational through their lives.

Fatherlessness, as the gentleman
from Nebraska said, is an epidemic in
America. Forty percent of children who
live in fatherless households in the

United States have not seen their fa-
thers in a year. Fifty percent of such
children have never visited their fa-
ther’s homes. Nearly four out of 10
children born in America today are
born in homes where their father will
never live. It breaks my heart.

But I think that the leadership that
the gentlewoman from Indiana (Ms.
CARSON) is providing on this issue to-
night is even more important, because
if fatherlessness is an epidemic in
America as a whole, it breaks my heart
to say that in the last 25 years,
fatherlessness has become a crisis in
black America; that, for whatever rea-
sons, whether they are a consequence
of social welfare policies or trends or
urbanization, black America, and par-
ticularly black American young men,
have been growing up increasingly in a
generation without their fathers at
home. Six out of 10 black Americans
today will be born and raised in a home
where their fathers are not present,
and it breaks my heart.

When we look at the statistics of
what happens when dad is not around,
children are five times more likely to
end their lives in poverty, multiple
times to become involved in crime and
drugs and premarital sex and gang vio-
lence.

We must today come together, Chris-
tians and Jews, people of every race
and every creed and every background
and every party in this country, and
declare war on fatherlessness, because
it is, as the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) said with great passion
and eloquence a moment ago, it is
something about which the survival of
our Nation is tied up.

With this I close. The Bible talks of
a time of renewal in the world, when
the hearts of the fathers would be
turned back to their children. It seems
to me that the resolution offered to-
night by the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. SULLIVAN), by the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON), and
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
OSBORNE), is all about doing just that,
in whatever small way we can in this
institution to do our part to turn the
hearts of the fathers of America back
to their children; to sear their con-
sciences as this Father’s Day ap-
proaches, and maybe even begin the
process in this place of turning Fa-
ther’s Day not into a day where you
get a new pair of slippers, a new sub-
scription to Sports Illustrated, some
new homemade chiseled gifts and
nailed boards, but maybe it is a day
when fathers do not receive but they
decide to give.

Those of us who have the privilege to
call ourselves fathers or to be called
daddy by somebody special in the world
will recognize this holiday as a day
when we can renew, as the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. SULLIVAN) sug-
gests, renew and reconnect and rededi-
cate ourselves to our children’s lives.

Again, I commend the gentlewoman
from Indiana for her passion, her lead-
ership, her testimony, and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. SULLIVAN).
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Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Continuing

to reserve my right to object, Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Indiana very much for his input, and I
yield to the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE).

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the distinguished gen-
tlewoman from Indiana for her early
and constant leadership on this issue,
and the gentleman from Oklahoma
(Mr. SULLIVAN) for his leadership on
this issue.

Two reasons, or more than two rea-
sons, I rise to support this resolution:
First of all, to pay tribute to America’s
fathers, many of whom are serving in
the front lines of our war against ter-
rorism, many of whom will not be with
their children on Father’s Day because
of that.

I also would like to acknowledge my
father, my late father, Ezra C. Jack-
son, who certainly represented a major
force in my life; and then to pay trib-
ute to my husband, Dr. Elwyn C. Lee,
who plays a major role, not only in his
children’s lives, but that of his commu-
nity.

That is why this resolution is so
vital, because it emphasizes the impor-
tance and the very vitality of a man’s
love for his children. It indicates that
that steady hand is needed, and the
resolution calls for action. It literally
asks fathers, wherever they may be,
whether they are united with their
families or they are not, it asks fathers
to make an effort to be united with
their children on Father’s Day, and for
the children to make an effort to be
united with their fathers.

It is well known that this resolution
also says that 40 percent of children
who live in fatherless households in the
United States have not seen their fa-
thers in at least 1 year, and 50 percent
of such children have never visited
their father’s homes.

As chair of the Congressional Chil-
dren’s Caucus, I see the poverty of chil-
dren. When I see that, I am not only
talking about the physical poverty, the
financial poverty, but also the spiritual
and social poverty of children; that
when children do not have the steady
hand of the dad, we can see the dif-
ference; that firm hand, that hand that
either plays the local sports, that sits
on the front row of that school cere-
mony, that visits that teacher, that
waves you off to school.

There is something about the bond-
ing between father and child, girl or
boy, and I am gratified that this House
would rise today on the eve of Father’s
Day to be able to acknowledge the im-
portance of Father’s Day.

I am affiliated with an effort called
the U.S. Dream Academy. Senator
ORRIN HATCH and the gentlewoman
from Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA), Sen-
ator HILLARY CLINTON, Senator
CORZINE, and many others have offered
their support for this operation spon-
sored by Wintley Phipps. The idea of it
is to work with children of incarcer-
ated parents, those parents that are in
prison.

What they have determined is that a
child whose parent is in prison, and in
particular, in many instances, it is the
male parent, that child is doomed to
the cycle of incarceration or imprison-
ment. The father, again, not in their
lives. In many instances, this effort is
to boost the child’s self-esteem, but
also to find ways to ensure that if
there can be a relationship, even with
that incarcerated parent, and there can
be a support system on the outside that
bolsters that child’s ability to achieve,
it is an important program.

This resolution applauds such efforts
to create the opportunity for parent
and child to be together, and that is for
children to be with their parents. It
promotes responsible fatherhood, so
that fatherhood or the idea of being a
father would not denigrate the stand-
ing or parenting efforts of single moth-
ers whose efforts are heroic.

We are not trying to condemn or to
criticize those individuals who have to
raise their children alone, but we are
saying to the fathers, wherever they
are, they can make a holistic family by
coming to those children and raising
themselves up as a person to be ad-
mired, respected, and someone who
wants to nurture and love their chil-
dren.

We believe, of course, that putting fa-
thers in the lives of children does not
condone being abusive. We know there
are circumstances where we must sepa-
rate the children from the family; and,
as well, we do not want to keep chil-
dren or families, rather, or women in
abusive relationships. That is not the
intent of this resolution. Nor do we
want to compromise the health or the
safety of a custodial parent. Many
times there are restraining orders.

To put all of that aside, we are not
attempting to change situations where
there is any jeopardy, but what we are
saying is that in this Father’s Day,
this third Sunday in June, we want to
make sure that children and fathers
have an opportunity to come together.

So we urge in this resolution an un-
derstanding, we urge in this resolution
love, we urge in this resolution bonding
and friendship. I might simply say that
we as a Nation understood the prin-
ciples of motherhood and fatherhood;
we have Mother’s Day, we have Fa-
ther’s Day. We understand the toiling
and the hard work.

We made efforts to ensure that when
we built towns to the West, when we
said, go west, young man and young
woman, we would put together towns
around families. The first thing that
would be built would be the little
schoolhouse.

We even know that the tragedy of
slavery unfortunately undermined fam-
ily systems. There was a great impact
on that. We have to continue to mend
that psychological crack, if you will. In
all of that, we have come full circle to
understand the value of fatherhood.

So, Mr. Speaker, I am very honored
to join the leaders of this resolution.
Again, I want to add my accolades to

the gentlewoman from Indiana (Ms.
CARSON), because she has been preach-
ing this unity, this message about fa-
therhood, for many, many years. I am
just delighted that she has brought
this message to the United States Con-
gress to be able to not only honor our
fathers, to pay tribute to them, but
also to challenge them to find their
children, wherever they might be, and
bring them close to them, and they will
find great reward in the idea of father-
hood, both for themselves and for their
children.

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Continuing
to reserve my right to object, Mr.
Speaker, certainly I would like to do a
premature congratulations to Alex
Nock, who has worked very hard with
the staff, and who in October will be-
come a father. So I want to be the first
one to tell him congratulations, and
certainly to Ms. Nock. We look forward
to this explosion of the population, and
for him to move into the role that he
has so aptly described in this resolu-
tion, along with the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. SULLIVAN).

Continuing to reserve my right to ob-
ject, Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. KENNEDY).

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman
from Indiana for yielding to me, and I
thank and commend the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. SULLIVAN) for
bringing this, along with the gentle-
woman from Indiana, to our attention
and to the floor. I would recognize also
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
OSBORNE) for his leadership on this
very important issue.

Mr. Speaker, we have many titles,
many things we are called over the
course of our lives. During school we
have a lot of nicknames, and during my
time in business I had a lot of fancy ti-
tles, and today we are called Congress-
men or Congresswomen. But there is
nothing more important than to be
called ‘‘dad.’’ It is the most important
title that I have.

I have had the opportunity to invest
in many things that are valuable to
me, whether it be my home, buying a
car every now and then, or other
things. But as my father would always
say, my assets sit around the table, and
they are the most important, most val-
uable things that we have.

We have many jobs. I have had many
jobs in my life during my 20-year ca-
reer in business, and I have an impor-
tant job here serving the people in the
Second District of Minnesota.

But there is no more important job
that I have, no more important job
that any father has, than in being a fa-
ther to their children. That is really
what this resolution talks about, is the
importance of that, and the need to
really reach out and honor that, thank
those that do a good job, and encourage
those fathers out there to take a more
active role in their lives.

I have had the example in my life, as
many have, and unfortunately, some
have not, of having a great father to
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guide me in this path. I can fondly re-
member the nights when he would tuck
me in at night and come over to my
bed and say my prayers.

Every night when I am home, which
in our role is not often enough, but I
always try to take time at the end of
the night to go to each child’s bed-
room, and I am very blessed to have
four children, along with my wife,
Debbie, and spend time with them talk-
ing about their day, saying our pray-
ers, giving them the sign of the cross
on their forehead to keep them safe
through the night and keep them
strong in their faith, and help them
grow in their lives.
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But there are 24 million kids that do
not have a father to come and talk to
them at night or during the day or any-
time. And it is those that we really our
hearts go out to them and we should do
everything we can to support them in
our own way in role models. But the
best thing that could happen for them
is if their father was more involved.
And that is what we are trying to do
today, to encourage current fathers
and future fathers to play a very im-
portant role in their children’s lives.

As we celebrate Father’s Day, we
want to encourage them to remember,
all fathers to remember that they have
a role not just in bringing your child to
life, but in teaching them, teaching
them and working with them in their
school work, working with them in
terms of imparting your faith with
them, working with them in helping
them learn how to play sports, how to
deal with some of the tough issues they
face in life and dealing with young kids
in their challenges that are giving
them a hard time and sharing their
stories as the struggles you went
through.

So I would just commend and thank
all fathers who are doing that today
and commend them to redouble their
efforts. I would encourage fathers that
maybe have not really focused on that
as much to really make a resolution
this Father’s Day to do that more. And
I would also speak to the young men of
the world that are not yet fathers to
say, listen, if you are going to do that,
you ought to take that act responsibly
and you ought to have a commitment
to those children that you bring into
this world to bring them up as someone
that you would be as happy to say that
this is someone I have invested a lot of
my life in and I am very pleased how
they turned out.

So thanks to the fathers. Thanks
again to the gentlewoman from Indiana
(Ms. CARSON). Thanks to the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. SULLIVAN) for
bringing this forward, as well as to the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
OSBORNE).

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, further reserving the right to ob-
ject, I thank the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. KENNEDY). Let me say be-
fore I release my right to object, to the

coach, the gentleman from Nebraska
(Mr. OSBORNE), in particular, because I
know what an impact coaches have on
the lives of young men, and even
though I do not know the gentleman
personally, I have observed him, and
just his style suggests that he has
touched many lives of young people
who have been guided in a very positive
way.

In Indiana we have Coach Dungy,
who is head of the coaches, who is an
incredible father himself to his biologi-
cal children. But he has reached out
and embraced other children who did
not have the benefit of having the love
of a father that he gives to his chil-
dren. We have Mike Davis, an incred-
ible coach at Indiana University, who
has reached out and embraced other
children who did not have the benefit
of a personal father in their own life.

We have Emil, who just left to coach
and went to the Oakland Raiders, who
has created an incredible program for
the benefit of children, particularly
young men who did not have fathers.
We have Tim Harris, who is a million-
aire, African American, all of the men
I have mentioned, African American
men who are reaching out doing what
they can do for the benefit of young
men who are not so fortunate to have a
father in their home. But to coaches in
particular, they do have a very special
segment in the lives of kids.

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to tell the
gentleman how much I appreciate him
and the many numerous lives that he
has touched along the way in his pro-
fession.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FLAKE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows:
H. RES. 442

Whereas 40 percent of children who live in
fatherless households in the United States
have not seen their fathers in at least 1 year,
and 50 percent of such children have never
visited their fathers’ homes;

Whereas approximately 50 percent of all
children born in the United States spend at
least half of their childhood in families with-
out father figures;

Whereas 3 out of 4 adolescents in the
United States report that they do not have
adults in their lives that serve as positive
role models;

Whereas children who are apart from their
biological fathers are, in comparison to
other children, 5 times more likely to live in
poverty, and more likely to bring weapons
and drugs into the classroom, commit other
crimes, drop out of school, commit suicide,
abuse alcohol or drugs, and become pregnant
as teenagers;

Whereas the Federal Government spends
billions of dollars to address these social ills
and very little to promote responsible fa-
therhood;

Whereas the promotion of responsible fa-
therhood should not—

(1) denigrate the standing or parenting ef-
forts of single mothers, whose efforts are he-
roic;

(2) lessen the protection of children from
abusive parents;

(3) cause women to remain in, or enter
into, abusive relationships; or

(4) compromise the health or safety of a
custodial parent;

Whereas children with fathers at home
tend to do better in school, to be less prone
to depression, and to have more successful
relationships;

Whereas boys and girls alike demonstrate
greater self-control and ability to take ini-
tiative when fathers are actively involved in
their upbringing;

Whereas promoting responsible fatherhood
can help increase the chances that children
will grow up with two caring parents;

Whereas a broad array of America’s lead-
ing family and child-development experts
agree that it is in the best interests of chil-
dren, and the Nation as a whole, to encour-
age more two-parent, father-involved fami-
lies;

Whereas in a study of fathers’ interaction
with their children in intact two-parent fam-
ilies, nearly 90 percent of the fathers sur-
veyed said that being a father is the most
fulfilling role a man can have;

Whereas according to a 1996 Gallup poll,
90.3 percent of Americans agree that fathers
make a unique contribution to their chil-
dren’s lives;

Whereas married fathers are more likely to
have a close, enduring relationship with
their children than unmarried fathers;

Whereas the promotion of responsible fa-
therhood is a bipartisan issue; and

Whereas Father’s Day is the third Sunday
in June: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) urges men to understand the level of re-
sponsibility fathering a child requires, espe-
cially in the encouragement of the academic,
moral, and spiritual development of chil-
dren;

(2) recognizes the need to encourage active
involvement of fathers in the rearing and de-
velopment of their children;

(3) encourages each father to devote time,
energy, and resources to his children, recog-
nizing that children need not only material
support, but even more importantly, a secure
and nurturing family environment;

(4) commends the millions of fathers who
serve as wonderful, caring parents for their
children, while also recognizing that there
are children who will have no one with whom
to celebrate on Father’s Day;

(5) urges mothers to encourage fathers to
play an active role in child-rearing;

(6) calls on fathers across the Nation to use
Father’s Day to reconnect and rededicate
themselves to their children’s lives, to spend
Father’s Day with their children, and to ex-
press their love and support for their chil-
dren; and

(7) urges American institutions, and gov-
ernment entities at every level, to promote
public policies that encourage and support
the efforts of, and remove barriers to, re-
sponsible fatherhood.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 442.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-07-16T17:34:15-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




