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hand to damage the environment. It is
wrong.

CONGRATULATIONS TO DANNY
BROWN, THE 2002 KANSAS PRIN-
CIPAL OF THE YEAR

(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to congratulate the 2002
Kansas Principal of the Year, Danny
Brown. Mr. BROWN currently serves at
the Fort Scott High School in Fort
Scott, Kansas. For almost 3 decades
Danny Brown has demonstrated out-
standing educational Ileadership and
has humbly served his community and
students.

In a letter recommending Brown for
the honor, an associate wrote:
“Danny’s contributions to this commu-
nity, to the school district and, most of
all, to the students are immeasurable.”

I, for one, am heartened to hear sto-
ries of educators like Danny Brown
who live a life dedicated to serving
their communities and helping stu-
dents reach their dreams.

As Oswald Spengler once said, ‘“‘The
influence of a genuine educator lies in
what he is rather than what he says.”

I am pleased that Mr. BROWN is being
properly recognized for his exceptional
performance and character, and I want
to add my congratulations to this out-
standing educator.

——

NATIONAL COMMUNITY ROLE
MODELS WEEK

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker,
children need role models in their com-
munities to help guide them through
the many challenges that they face. Al-
though we often hear inspiring stories
about famous individuals, we seldom
publicly recognize exceptional local
people with whom children can more
readily relate.

The Michigan-based R.A.R.E. founda-
tion has established a program to rec-
ognize outstanding community resi-
dents and teach children about their
work ethic, their values, and their ac-
complishments. The foundation helps
children develop a sense of purpose and
hope for the future by providing inspi-
rational examples of ordinary people
with traditional jobs who make ex-
traordinary contributions.
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I will introduce legislation today
that encourages communities to adopt
similar programs and support the goals
and ideals of a national community
role models week. Hstablishing an an-
nual week for identifying role models
in our local communities would remind
us how each individual, no matter his
or her profession, plays a vital role in
the progress of this Nation.
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JUST SAY NO TO SOCIAL
SECURITY PRIVATIZATION

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
all we need to do is just say no to pri-
vatization of Social Security. When it
comes to reforming Social Security,
our Republican majority thinks they
can fool the American people. They
think that if they avoid the words like
“privatization’ that they will be able
to mask the true nature of their Social
Security reform proposal.

In Texas we have a saying, ‘“You can
put lipstick and earrings on a hog and
call it Monique, but it’s still a pig.”” No
matter how much our Republican
friends want to dress up their proposal
to disguise its details, it is still privat-
ization.

Privatization schemes, let us just be
honest and call them what they are,
would cut benefits, increase adminis-
trative costs and place the financial
health of the Social Security program
in jeopardy, but suddenly, in an elec-
tion year, my colleagues changed their
tune. They will do anything, say any-
thing, to hide their true agenda. This is
a cynical ploy, and the American peo-
ple will see through it.

Let us call privatization what it is,
and a pig, a pig.

————

DEMOCRATIC PRESCRIPTION FOR
SENIORS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of sen-
iors who want prescription drug cov-
erage, today, tomorrow and always,
and against those who do not.

Earlier this month, Congress Daily
noted that a Senate Democrat prescrip-
tion drug bill would sunset in 2010.
That is right, the bill would just stop
in 2010. Sorry, seniors, no more drugs
for them after 2010. That is plain
wrong. First, Democrats block perma-
nent tax relief. Now they want to block
prescription drug coverage.

Well, seniors better start saving, so
when their benefits end, they will have
money to buy their drugs. Hold on, just
think about this. That is impossible,
because the same Democrats refused to
permanently extend tax relief so people
can save some of their own money or
even empower seniors to save their own
money in a medical savings account.

Well, two-thirds of seniors have pre-
scription drug coverage. The one-third
going without are my top concern. Our
Republican plan will help, and help
them for life.

———
RAISING THE DEBT LIMIT

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I would
just like to remind my colleague on the
other side of the aisle who just spoke
that the Republican prescription drug
plan would do nothing about bringing
down the cost of prescription drugs,
which is what is killing Americans, all
Americans, and their plan would cover
6 percent of seniors instead of 90 per-
cent of seniors who would like to have
that kind of coverage.

However, today, the House is going
to vote on a very dangerous and cyn-
ical provision that allows the Federal
Government to break its own spending
limit, takes hundreds of billions of dol-
lars from the Social Security trust
fund. What they would like to do is
hide this plan from the American peo-
ple and what they want to do is to hide
this debate today without leveling with
the public, and what will happen is
their plan is to take the Nation back
into the deficit, raid Social Security.

We oppose this plan. We support a re-
sponsible budget. What we need to be
trying to do is to make investments in
national security, protect Social Secu-
rity and Medicare, do something about
prescription drugs and the cost of those
drugs in the United States today.

It is time for the House Republicans
to be straightforward with the Amer-
ican people. We need a responsible,
honest, bipartisan budget. We need to
protect and strengthen Social Security
and shore up the prescription drug ben-
efit, meet our obligations today so that
our kids are not saddled with debt.

PRAISING THE EFFORTS OF
NUCOR CORPORATION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to thank Nucor
Corporation, our Nation’s largest steel
producer, for their investment in South
Carolina and their commitment to our
economy, our families and our environ-
ment.

Nucor’s commitment to South Caro-
lina’s economy is demonstrated by its 4
statewide facilities professionally man-
aged by Mike Gurley of Darlington,
Ladd Hall of Berkeley, Lynn Strock of
Florence and Jeff Carmean of Swansea.
These facilities have produced more
than $1 billion in total sales and have
contributed more than $1 billion in
total investment back into the State’s
economy.

Nucor has touched the lives of fami-
lies across the Palmetto State by em-
ploying 1,800 skilled and dedicated
South Carolinians and by contributing
over $300,000 in education scholarships
last year.

A leader in environmental steward-
ship, Nucor is the largest recycler in
America, and through efficient fuel
consumption, Nucor saves enough en-
ergy annually to power the city of Los
Angeles for 8 years.
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Mr. Speaker, I commend Nucor for
their wise investment in South Caro-
lina’s economy, families and environ-
ment.

————

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
LEGISLATION

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, as I recollect the pronounce-
ments being made by this House just a
year ago, Republicans said that we will
not, this House will not raid Social Se-
curity and Medicare, from the very
highest levels of their leadership. In-
terestingly, today, we come with a
back room supplemental appropria-
tions bill that raises the debt limit so
that we can, in fact, raid Medicare and
Social Security.

This is legislation that we should not
support. Social Security is the very
underpinnings of security for hard-
working Americans. Medicare provides
health care for hard-working Ameri-
cans who have reached retirement.
Here we are today passing a bill or at-
tempting to pass a bill that will raise
the debt limit, a very dangerous and
cynical provision that allows the Fed-
eral Government to break its own
spending limit, therefore undermining
again the trust of the American people,
believing that Social Security should
be there for all who work hard.

We need a more responsible and hon-
est and bipartisan budget. We need to
protect and strengthen Social Secu-
rity. We need to protect and save Medi-
care. We need to vote no on this rule
and we need to vote no on this supple-
mental if, of course, it proposes an in-
crease in the debt limit.

———

VETERANS NATIONAL CEMETERY
IN NORTH FLORIDA

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I am
glad to hear the Veterans Administra-
tion cemetery expansion is a top pri-
ority for the President next year. Flor-
ida has our Nation’s second largest vet-
erans’ population in the United States
and one of its oldest. In fact, it is num-
ber one.

Nearly 325,000 veterans call home
somewhere in the Jacksonville City vi-
cinity, and this is the location of 3 con-
gressional districts, mine, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. BROWN) and
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
CRENSHAW), as well as in nearby south-
ern Georgia. Yet the closest VA ceme-
tery is at least a 3-hour drive from
Jacksonville. The next closest in prox-
imity lies in Marietta, Georgia, which
is just north of Atlanta.

A new national VA cemetery in the
metropolitan Jacksonville area or
nearby Clay County would answer the
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unmet need for north Floridians and
southern Georgians.

My colleagues may ask why should I
support a cemetery in Florida. Well,
from Michigan and New York, the Mid-
west and elsewhere, there is a high
likelihood that their constituents are
contemplating retiring in north Flor-
ida. We welcome them and I hope my
colleagues will sign on to my bill H.R.
1205.

We welcome your veteran constituents to
call north Florida home. | hope you will con-
sider cosponsoring my bill, H.R. 1205, and
help us to provide the dignified, hallowed
grounds our veterans deserve.

—————
MILITARY APPRECIATION MONTH

(Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to honor Military
Appreciation Month. I rise to thank
our men and women in uniform for
their sacrifice, service and dedication.

We show our appreciation by voting
them the pay raise they earned and
making sure they live in quality hous-
ing and have the tools they need to de-
fend us. In addition to our active duty
personnel, nearly 82,000 members of the
National Guard and the Reserves have
been called into active duty since Sep-
tember 11.

I appreciate those who serve our Na-
tion, put their lives on the line to de-
fend our freedom. These men and
women are heroes. They work side by
side with us during the week. Their
children go to school with our children,
but on weekends and when called upon,
they go into active duty to defend our
country. I want them to know that
America thanks them.

I specifically would like to thank
General Andreotti and Colonel Dennis
Lord of the Minnesota National Guard
for their long and diligent service
fighting for the interests of the Guard
and Reserve. I want to thank the Min-
nesota National Guard and Reserve.
Two weeks ago was their last week
guarding the Minneapolis/St. Paul
International Airport.

———

THE LONG WAR ON TERROR

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, we find
ourselves in a long war on terror.
There has been much discussion on
Capitol Hill this week and around
America about blame and about how it
is that we ought to inquire and inves-
tigate institutional failures.

So I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to re-
mind us that our experience with ter-
ror in America did not begin on Sep-
tember 11 in Washington and in New
York. Rather, it began on February 26,
1993, with the first World Trade Center
bombing. Terrorists blew a hole 6 sto-
ries deep in an attempt to topple the
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north tower; Mogadishu, Somalia, 18
American soldiers killed; the Khobar
Towers in 1996, a barracks housing U.S.
soldiers, 19 servicemen Killed; U.S. em-
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998,
245 killed; the USS Cole in October of
2000, 17 servicemen Kkilled.

We are in a prolonged engagement
with terror centered in a single ter-
rorist organization. Let us stand with
our intelligence committees as they
rightly inquire into the institutional
failures that have occurred.

———

WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT
ON H.R. 3448, PUBLIC HEALTH SE-
CURITY AND BIOTERRORISM
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE
ACT OF 2002

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 427 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 427

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 3448) to improve the ability of the
United States to prevent, prepare for, and re-
spond to bioterrorism and other public
health emergencies. All points of order
against the conference report and against its
consideration are waived. The conference re-
port shall be considered as read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. DAN
MILLER of Florida). The gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. LINDER) is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER) pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 427 is a rule pro-
viding for the consideration of the con-
ference report for H.R. 3448, the bioter-
rorism bill. The rule waives all points
of order against the conference report
and against its consideration. It also
provides that the conference report
shall be considered as read.

The Committee on Rules approved
this rule last night, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it so that we can
proceed with an hour of debate and
consideration of this bipartisan con-
ference report.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this op-
portunity to applaud the commendable
work of my friends and colleagues on
the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce for the work they have done to
bring this final bill to the floor today.
The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
TAUZIN), the committee chairman, and
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. BURR), along with the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS), who is
the chairman of the Intelligence Sub-
committee on Terrorism and Homeland
Security, all of whom played an instru-
mental role in securing the much-need-
ed $600 million in authorization for the
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