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After he graduated from high school

in the spring of 1911, Bradley worked
on the Wabash Railroad to earn money
to attend the University of Missouri.
He was determined to put himself
through school until his Sunday school
superintendent encouraged him that he
might have a chance at receiving a
nomination to attend the U.S. Military
Academy. So he used what little money
he had to catch a train to St. Louis
where he took the competitive exams
that would determine who from his dis-
trict would attend West Point. He fin-
ished first and was sworn in as a cadet
in August of 1911.

During his time at West Point, Gen-
eral Bradley was an above-average stu-
dent. He graduated 44th out of 164 men
in 1915, a class that many have called
‘‘the class stars fell on.’’ Nearly 20 of
the 1915 graduates achieved the rank of
general or higher during World War II.
The academy’s yearbook, ‘‘The How-
itzer,’’ predicted that Bradley was des-
tined for great things: ‘‘His most
prominent characteristic is ‘getting
there,’ ’’ proclaimed the yearbook, and
‘‘if he keeps up the clip he’s started,
some of us will someday be bragging to
our grandchildren that ‘sure, General
Bradley was a classmate of mine.’ ’’

Perhaps the best account of Bradley
during his West Point days came from
fellow classmate and future President,
Dwight David Eisenhower, who wrote
in Bradley’s yearbook the following
words: ‘‘True merit is like a river; the
deeper it is, the less noise it makes.’’
The humble Bradley was already get-
ting noticed by his peers for his hard
work, his intelligence, and his ability
to succeed.

General Bradley was determined to
out-think and out-prepare his adver-
saries. He challenged his troops to ‘‘set
our course by the stars, not by the
lights of every passing ship.’’ This
brand of resolve, coupled with a Mis-
souri down-to-earth concern and affec-
tion for his troops, made General Brad-
ley extremely popular with all of those
he commanded. During World War II,
aside from the general’s stars on his
helmet, Bradley was often indistin-
guishable from many who served along-
side him on the front lines. Because of
his style of command, the famous war
correspondent Ernie Pyle dubbed him
‘‘the soldier’s general.’’

General Bradley would demonstrate
his tactical and what today we call
‘‘people skills’’ with those he com-
manded, when in January of 1944 he
was given command of the 12th Army
Group. With a force of over 1.3 million
men, Brad, as he was called, estab-
lished what would become the western
front of the war of Europe, following D-
Day. Fighting in such famous battles
as the Battle of the Bulge, General
Bradley won the admiration of the leg-
endary General George Patton and his
West Point classmate General Eisen-
hower. Eisenhower called Bradley ‘‘the
master tactician of our forces’’ and
‘‘America’s foremost battle leader.’’

In 1948, Bradley succeeded Eisen-
hower as Army Chief of Staff and soon

became the first chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff; and in that capacity, he
served both during the beginning of the
Korean and Cold Wars. Once he was ap-
pointed to be chairman of the Joint
Chiefs, Bradley became the last Amer-
ican to receive a fifth general’s star.

General Omar Bradley applied the de-
termination, fairness, and care for his
fellow man that he learned from his
Missouri upbringing. In the process, he
became one of our Nation’s greatest
war heroes, especially to those who
served under him. The following state-
ment from the general himself may
shed the most light on the character of
this man and the inspiration he was to
so many, quote: ‘‘This is as true in ev-
eryday life as it is in battle. We are
given one life and the decision is ours
to make up our mind on whether to act
and, in acting, to live.’’

It is clear that the leadership of
great men like General Omar Nelson
Bradley over a half century ago allows
us to live as we do today. And on this
day, we are honored to show a small
portion of our thanks and appreciation
to this great citizen, soldier, Missou-
rian, and American.
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RECOGNIZING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH AND PREVENTING AND
DECREASING OBESITY, A GROW-
ING EPIDEMIC IN AMERICA
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TOWNS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the kickoff of Black
History Month and all the great ac-
complishments that African Americans
as a whole have contributed to this
great Nation.

As we begin this month in honoring
these great people, I would like to sin-
gle out African American physicians
and health care providers. These physi-
cians and health care providers were
not only the principal guardians of the
black community’s health, but were
servants of humanity as a whole.

This is why I must stand and strong-
ly urge my fellow Members to support
the Surgeon General’s call to action to
prevent and to decrease obesity, a
growing epidemic in the United States.
I applaud the United States Surgeon
General, David Satcher, and Secretary
of Health and Human Services, Tommy
Thompson’s, initiative; and let me add
the borough president of Brooklyn’s
name to that distinguished list, Mr.
Marty Markowitz, to ensure that all
Americans understand what they can
do to combat this serious disease.

This initiative consists of commu-
nication with Americans about related
health issues, actions to assist Ameri-
cans in balancing eating right and ex-
ercise, research and evaluation to in-
vest in causes, prevention and treat-
ment of overweight and obesity. This is
what the Surgeon General calls CARE.
Our support is needed now, not later.

My support begins in my own bor-
ough of Brooklyn. On March 20, I will

be joining forces with Brooklyn’s bor-
ough president, Marty Markowitz, to
kick off a 3-month-long health commu-
nity campaign promoting diet, exer-
cise, and the Surgeon General’s CARE
initiative for Americans. As Members
of Congress, we need to fully support
the Surgeon General’s report and find-
ings as his initiative to combat this
growing national problem.

The Surgeon General’s Call for Ac-
tion report states that ‘‘obesity has be-
come a national health crisis.’’
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In addition, the instance of over-
weight and obesity has almost doubled
among America’s children and adoles-
cents since 1980. It is estimated that
one out of every five American chil-
dren is now obese.

The National Center for Health Sta-
tistics reports that 61 percent of Amer-
icans over 20 years of age are over-
weight or clinically obese. The Na-
tional Center of Health Statistics con-
ducted research from 1991 to 2000 which
supports the finding that this epidemic
has significantly affected approxi-
mately 300,000 weight-related deaths
yearly. In addition, the research also
shows great disparities in overweight
and obesity prevalence based on race,
gender and socioeconomic status. Over-
all, Hispanic Americans have the high-
est risk of being overweight and obese,
followed by African Americans. And
women in both ethnic groups are at the
highest risk. Further, women of lower
socioeconomic status have a 50 percent
higher chance to be obese than women
in higher socioeconomic strata.

As this epidemic continues to grow,
other health consequences need to be
considered such as heart disease type 2
diabetes, with a high prevalence in
school-age children, cancer, asthma,
high blood pressure, arthritis, child-
bearing complications, and stroke,
which is the third leading cause of
death among African Americans.

For the past decade the health com-
munity has made great strides in these
areas, but specifically with heart dis-
ease and cancer research, treatment
and prevention. However, if the current
overweight and obesity epidemic is not
managed, all accomplishments made
thus far will be for naught. Our Na-
tion’s health would be taking gigantic
steps backwards.

Last year I introduced H.R. 1641 that
would amend Title XIX of the Social
Security Act to require States that
provide Medicaid prescription drug
coverage to cover drugs medically nec-
essary to treat obesity. At a time of
national urgency, this amendment to
the Social Security Act is crucial.

As I close, I would like to share with
my colleagues that the economic cost
of this growing epidemic in our Nation
was approximately $117 billion, that is
B as in boy, in 2000. We need to support
the Surgeon General’s initiative
against obesity in order to ensure
America’s health in the present and in
the future.
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I would like to thank my staff,

Michelle Scott and others who put to-
gether this report.

f

TRIBUTE TO OLYMPIAN DEREK
PARRA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BACA) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to one of the America’s
new Olympic heroes. Like all Ameri-
cans, I have been watching all of our
athletes competing in the 2002 Games
with great pride. We love the Olympics.
We love international spirit and the
thrill of competition, the joy of victory
and the stories of struggle. The ath-
letes capture our imagination and our
hearts.

I have been watching one athlete
with particular pride, speed skater
Derek Parra, winner of the silver
medal in the 5,000-meter event.

You see, Derek Parra is from my dis-
trict. He went to school with my son,
Joe Baca, Jr., in Rialto, and I attend
church with Derek’s father, Gilbert
Parra, at St. Catherine’s in Rialto,
California.

Derek’s family and friends gathered
on Saturday at Graziano’s Pizza Res-
taurant in Colton to watch the San
Bernardino native break the world
record in the 5,000-meter speed skating
race with a time of 6 minutes, 17.98 sec-
onds, beating his own best time by 15
seconds.

Derek’s silver medal win surprised
the world. At 5 feet, 31⁄2 inches, Derek
is a small man in a tall man’s sport. He
is known by his Nordic competitors as
‘‘The Little Man with the Big
Strokes.’’

Derek’s record-breaking performance
and silver medal were a bit of a sur-
prise to even the people who know him
best, because the 5,000-meter is not his
best race. Friends and family eagerly
await his best event, which is the 1,500-
meter race on February 19.

Derek grew up in the west side of San
Bernardino with his brother and single
father. He attended Roosevelt Elemen-
tary School and Eisenhower High
School. He first learned to skate at the
Stardust Roller Rink in Highland,
where he became an avid in-line skater.

As a Mexican American youth grow-
ing up in southern California, Derek
did not set foot on ice until he was 17
years of age. Derek would be 26 years
old before he would switch from in-line
skating to ice skating in 1996 in order
to shoot for the Olympic gold.

Derek’s road to the Olympics have
not been easy. He and his wife Tiffany
have struggled to make ends meet
while raising a little girl, Mia Eliza-
beth, while Derek trained for the
Olympics. Unlike most skaters who
train full time, Derek worked part
time at a Home Depot to help support
his family. Derek has doggedly pursued
his dream against all odds. When peo-

ple said he could not do it, he indicated
he could do it, and he did do it.

We do not have too many Winter
Olympians from San Bernardino. The
beauty of the Olympic Games is the op-
portunity they allow all of us to expe-
rience the glory and triumph through
our athletes. We feel a connection with
them and all the individuals that par-
ticipated.

The residents of San Bernardino
watched their native son with pride as
he broke the world record in the 5,000-
meter skate to win the silver medal. As
the first Mexican American to ever ap-
pear in the Winter Olympics, let alone
win a medal, Derek has expanded the
dreams of millions of Hispanic boys
and girls throughout the United States
and the world, giving them hope that
you have an opportunity to compete in
an area where many other individuals
do not compete.

Derek Parra is an American hero.
One of eight Olympians chosen by fel-
low teammates to carry the American
flag into the opening ceremonies,
Derek accepted the honor even though
his first race was the next day. While
most athletes spend the night before a
race resting, Derek jeopardized his
medal chances to carry Old Glory.

With two events left in the Games,
Derek Parra has already made history
and opened the world of possibility for
Hispanic Americans. I will be rooting
for Derek as he competes in the 1,500-
and 10,000-meter races. Bring home the
gold medal, Derek. San Bernardino and
Rialto are behind you. We all pray for
you. Our prayers are with you. We wish
you the best. We know you will do the
best. You have made us proud.

f

SUPPORTING CAMPAIGN FINANCE
REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
LYNCH) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, we are at
an important point in our legislative
calendar and at a point that will have
great impact on the future of this in-
stitution, this House and this Congress.
We are also at an important point in
the history of our country and what di-
rection we might take.

In the next several hours, in the next
several days, we will take up the de-
bate of the Shays-Meehan campaign fi-
nance legislation. We will have a sin-
gular opportunity, Mr. Speaker, to at
last take soft money out of politics. We
will have one shining moment to end
transactional politics on Capitol Hill,
and we will have one chance to actu-
ally make sure that working families’
voices are heard in the halls outside of
this Chamber instead of just the voices
of special interest groups and high-
powered lobbyists. And I hope that my
colleagues will see that opportunity
and seize it and join together and pass
the Shays-Meehan legislation and
bring rational, reasonable campaign fi-
nance laws into effect in this Congress.

We are also in an important point in
our history in terms of what direction
this country will take. And those ques-
tions will be answered by our debate
around the administration’s budget
and around our own budgetary initia-
tives that will be put forward on this
floor. And I just want to take a mo-
ment to just do a gut check on where
we are in this country’s history.

We are without question the wealthi-
est generation of any people that has
ever walked this Earth. We have ac-
quired in this generation, my genera-
tion, greater wealth and done it faster
than any other generations on this
planet. We have seen in the past 20
years the average income of the top 1
percent of earners in this country in-
crease by a staggering $414,000 per year.
We have seen the number of million-
aires in our society increase by 400 per-
cent over the past 10 years. The rate of
home ownership is through the roof,
never been higher in this country.

We are faced now with several chal-
lenges, knowing that we are the
wealthiest generation, knowing we
have the blessings of generations that
have gone before us. We have a couple
of challenges, and I think the way we
face these challenges is instructive as
to the type of people and the type of
country that we become.

We are faced with the challenge of fi-
nancing the cost of this war in Afghan-
istan. And what is our response? If I
can take the instruction from the
President’s State of the Union Address
and the instructions of the majority
party, we are saying that we do not
want to pay for this war. We do not
want to pay for this war. We want our
tax cuts. That is what we are saying as
a generation. We want our tax cuts.
Even though we are the wealthiest gen-
erations of Americans, do not phase
out our tax cuts. Do not delay them.
Give us our tax cuts. And instead, we
are saying let us build a deficit, and let
us just hand the bill, hand the debt
owed for this war to our children and
to their children.

And that, Mr. Speaker, I see as just
disingenuous and to a certain degree
cowardly. We have a responsibility to
the next generations. We have a re-
sponsibility, especially given the bless-
ings that we have in this country, to
face up to our responsibility and to pay
for the cost of the prosecution of this
war. It is a just war, and I stand with
the President in the prosecution of this
war, but we must face up to our respon-
sibilities.

I also say the way we are facing our
responsibilities to pay for Social Secu-
rity, to provide a secure and decent re-
quirement and health care for Amer-
ica’s greatest generations, and instead,
what we hear on the floor in our debate
is that we should somehow privatize
Social Security, we should somehow
suggest curtailing benefits to those
who are our most vulnerable and most
in need. And, Mr. Speaker, I think we
have missed, if that is the direction we
have taken, we have missed our mis-
sion. We have missed our opportunity
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