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The acclaim for that production con-
vinced her to take the plunge and in
1976 start her own business, along with
a close friend, who later would become
her husband. Thus was born Quick-
silver Associates, Incorporated.

Diane’s work experience taught her
that there was a real need for creative
outsource corporate audiovisual sup-
port. With this in mind, she started
calling on corporate 500 companies,
such as Quaker Oats, CBS, and Inter-
national Harvester. As a pioneer of
smears, zooms, starbursts, and other
new and innovative graphic techniques,
Quicksilver provided corporate cus-
tomers with the creativity needed to
customize their own business presen-
tations. In 1978, Quicksilver won an
International CLIO Finalist Award for
its promotional piece on International
Harvester’s Scout, a sports utility ve-
hicle apparently ahead of its time.

As a premier audiovisual production
studio, Quicksilver employs approxi-
mately 30 people within its four divi-
sions, New Media, Video Production,
Meeting Production, and Planning and
Creative Services, generates sales of
approximately $4.5 million annually,
and hosts a ‘‘who’s who’’ of corporate
clients that include ABN/AMRO, Blue
Cross/Blue Shield, Household Inter-
national, and United Airlines.

As a founding member and former
President of the Make a Wish Founda-
tion of northern Illinois, Diane re-
ceived the first Fountain of Hope
Award and currently serves on the
Board of Directors of the Make a Wish
Foundation of America. Diane and
Quicksilver also have offered their tal-
ents and resources to help other non-
profit organizations throughout the
year.

So, Mr. Speaker, I am indeed proud
to bring to the attention of America
Diane’s achievements, for it is an ex-
ample of how small businesses can
achieve in America. Small businesses
account for 99.7 percent of America’s
employers. They played a vital role in
helping to bring America out of this
economic downturn. To help create and
ensure America’s small businesses con-
tinue to survive, we must engage all
available resources in facilitating en-
trepreneurship development, providing
low or no interest loans and more tech-
nical assistance to programs for small
businesses.

So, again, I congratulate Ms. Diane
MacWilliams, President of Quicksilver
Associates in Chicago, for being our
State’s Small Business Person of the
Year.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on

May 7, 2002, I was unavoidably absent
due to the primary election in my dis-
trict. Had I been present I would have
voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 127 and
128.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.

f

WELFARE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to bring to the attention of my
colleagues the plight of the U.S. off-
shore Territories as it relates to wel-
fare reform and the reauthorization
process currently being undertaken in
the House.

Mr. Speaker, although the U.S. Terri-
tories, Guam, Puerto Rico, and my dis-
trict, the U.S. Virgin Islands, are re-
quired to meet all the TANF require-
ments, they do not have access to all of
the tools that other jurisdictions have
to successfully move people from wel-
fare to work.

Mr. Speaker, the Territories are is-
land jurisdictions, where the ability to
move from one jurisdiction to another
in search of work is just impossible. As
a consequence, in the Virgin Islands,
while our welfare rolls have been low-
ered, we have failed to meet the work
participation rates. Despite the fact
there was no work to send the many
willing participants to, we have been
penalized by fines.

This in itself is unfair, given our spe-
cial circumstances, but also consider
the fact that we do not receive several
other sources of funds that States have
at their disposal to overcome similar
obstacles. We get no supplemental
grant funds, even though our average
dollars per person are extremely low;
and we do not receive contingency
funds, even though we have experi-
enced economic downturns and high
unemployment.

That is why the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. UNDERWOOD) and I have
joined the gentleman from Puerto Rico
(Mr. ACEVEDO-VILÁ) in sponsoring H.R.
4236 to bring parity to the U.S. Terri-
tories as they seek to move their citi-
zens from welfare to work.

b 1615

We will be seeking to have this in-
cluded in a substitute bill. H.R. 4236
would include Puerto Rico, Guam and
the Virgin Islands in the TANF supple-
mental grants for population increases
and exclude this funding from the sec-
tion 1108 cap.

TANF supplemental grants are spe-
cifically intended to assist States, and
it should be territories also, with high-
er than average growth rates and/or
lower than average welfare funding per
poor person. The latter characterizes
my district.

It would also include Puerto Rico,
Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands in
the TANF contingency fund, and also
exclude this funding from the section

1108 cap. The TANF contingency fund
was intended to assist localities in
times of economic downturns when the
need for family assistance is greater,
evidenced either by significantly high-
er unemployment rates, or significant
increases in the utilization of food
stamps. Both are operative in the U.S.
Virgin Islands, and currently the
TANF contingency fund excludes the
Territories.

H.R. 4236 would also provide Puerto
Rico, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands access to all of the funding
streams under the Child Care Develop-
ment Block Grant and the matching
grant, while excluding this from the
section 1108 cap. These Territories re-
ceive CCDF funding under the general
block grant discretionary funds. How-
ever, they are not authorized to receive
funding under 2 subprograms under en-
titlement grants, the mandatory and
matching funds. Provisions to author-
ize these two funds could provide up to
$70 million for child care if matching
funds requirements were met.

Another area, title IV–E foster care,
we would like to take that out of the
section 1108 cap as well. Title IV–E fos-
ter care is included in the section 1108
cap. As a result, abused and neglected
children in foster care services com-
pete for Federal funds with needy fami-
lies on TANF, poor seniors, and blind
and disabled individuals. This is com-
pounded by the fact that Medicaid is
also under a cap.

We would ask in this bill that the
Territories be reimbursed for providing
transitional medical assistance to
TANF leavers outside of the current
Medicaid cap. States receive reim-
bursement for the medical cost of
TANF recipients while they move into
work. Currently the Territories are not
authorized to participate in this ele-
ment of Medicaid, and even if they
were, because of the Medicaid cap, the
Territories would not be allowed to re-
ceive any reimbursement for these
costs.

If the Territories are expected to
meet the same work requirements as
the States, it is essential that they be
authorized access to receiving similar
Medicaid reimbursements for their
TANF recipients.

Mr. Speaker, I come before this body
because it is important that all of our
colleagues understand the unique
plight of the Territories. We want to
help our constituents make the step
from welfare to work. More than that,
we want to give them a hand up and
out of poverty. I hope that when these
issues are before this body, we will
have the support of our colleagues to
give the Territories parity in the effort
to reauthorize welfare reform and to
give us the tools to make welfare re-
form a real success in our districts.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BROWN of South Carolina). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the House.

His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.

f

GUN AMNESTY ON MOTHER’S DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Members
are coming to the floor as we approach
Mother’s Day. I am coming as well.
Many mark Mother’s Day in their own
ways, very diverse ways. But if we ask
the mothers of the Nation what would
they most want for Mother’s Day, the
choice of many would be gun safety
legislation to protect their children.
The proof, of course, is that 2 years ago
on Mother’s Day, almost a million
mothers and their families used Moth-
er’s Day to come to their Nation’s cap-
ital to work productively for just such
legislation. We do not yet have the gun
safety legislation for our children these
mothers so desperately wanted, but in
recognition of Mother’s Day this year,
I thought that it would behoove me to
introduce a realistic piece of gun safe-
ty legislation, recognizing that in
many ways this issue has been off the
radar screen, to find a way to put it
back on the national agenda. And so I
have introduced the Nationwide Gun
Back Act of 2002.

Mr. Speaker, hopefully this is the
kind of gun safety legislation everyone
can join in, whether pro or anti so-
called gun control, because this is sim-
ply about how to help people volun-
tarily get illegal guns out of their own
homes, and jurisdictions would, of
course, participate only voluntarily.

My bill would provide $100 million in
Federal funds, a real pittance in our
budget, to allow cities across the
United States, small towns, counties,
to do gun buy-backs of the kind that
were done so successfully just a few
years ago in the District of Columbia
and in other parts of the country.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms would evaluate the proposals
and distribute the funds. A jurisdiction
would have to certify that it was capa-
ble of destroying the guns within 30
days of running an amnesty program,
and of being fully capable of con-
ducting such a buy-back program.

Let me tell Members why I think all
Members would want to be for this.
There are throughout this Nation mil-
lions of people who know there are ille-
gal guns in their homes who cannot
come forward to get rid of them with-
out implicating a relative. They fear if
they came forward and said take this
gun out of my house before some rel-
ative uses it on another relative, or
somebody commits suicide, they can-
not come forward without implicating
a son, a daughter, a grandson, and so
they sit there knowing that gun is in
the house and unable to get rid of it.

I want to say to those folks who want
to get that gun out of the home, a gun

illegally there, a gun for which there is
no license, we will buy back the gun,
usually for $50 or $100 to encourage
people to come out.

We did this in the District of Colum-
bia; enormous success. Long lines.
More than 6,000 firearms were turned in
in three buy-backs. Not only did we do
this in the District of Columbia, a
number of other cities across the
United States did the same thing. We
did a kind of pilot program that
showed that it could work. The notion
that there would be hundreds of people
standing in line waiting to give a gun
to the cops is, I think, what all of
America would like to see when it
comes to gun safety for our children.

It is children, as we see, who get hold
of these guns, who want these guns,
who use these guns because that is a
child-like thing to do. We need to get
these guns out of our homes. After
using almost $400,000 in forfeiture
money, some HUD money, we had to
stop collecting the guns because we no
longer had funds to buy back the guns,
for goodness sake, on Mother’s Day.

If we want to do something to keep
youngsters from getting hold of guns,
going into the classroom and shooting
at teachers and students, doing God
knows what with guns, let us find a
noncontroversial way of reducing gun
violence. This, it seems to me, is just
that way. It simply says wherever
Members stand on guns, they are for
guns being only in the hands of those
people authorized to carry them. If a
mother or father sees a gun brought
into their home by a kid, allow that
family member to get rid of that gun.
This is the way that I would celebrate
Mother’s Day.

f

HONORING MOTHER ON MOTHER’S
DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
rise this afternoon to join with my col-
leagues in celebration of Mother’s Day.
I particularly want to celebrate my
mother. Yesterday was election day in
the State of Ohio; and my mother, and
she is going to be angry when I do this,
who will be 81 years old on April 19, ran
for State Central Committee, unop-
posed, won overwhelmingly.

Mom, here is the campaign literature
right here that was sent out on your
behalf.

I want to say that I have a wonderful
mother and I am so pleased to have the
opportunity to celebrate Mother’s Day
with her this coming weekend. She has
been a guiding light and beacon in the
lives of me and my family, not only my
two sisters, one who lives in California
and one who lives in Cleveland, but my
husband’s family as well.

I want to say to Mary Elizabeth
Tubbs, my mom, happy Mother’s Day. I
am counting on you to stand up on be-
half of all of the 21st Senate District as

the Democrat Central Committee
woman in the State of Ohio.

After learning all of these wonderful
things from my mother, I have to take
a moment and say I am pleased to be a
mother as well. Yesterday my man
child, Mervyn LeRoy Jones, II, 18 years
old, and a senior at Shaker Heights
High School said, ‘‘Mom, I have a great
Mother’s Day present for you, but it
will be early.’’

I said, ‘‘What is it?’’
He said, ‘‘I am going to take you to

school.’’
I said, ‘‘That is good. What are we

going to do in school?’’
He said, ‘‘You and I are going to re-

cite poetry together.’’
He knew that I liked poetry a whole

lot. We go to the class, which is poetry
writing, and I have a favorite woman
poet whose name is Mona Lake Jones.
Mona Lake Jones has written a lot of
culturally sensitive poetry, and one
piece is called ‘‘Being the Mother of a
Black Child: It Ain’t No Easy Thing.’’

So my son and I recited this piece of
poetry together. It goes on to say being
the mother of a black child, it ain’t no
easy thing, it makes you call on Jesus,
and listen to the angels sing.

Mervyn and I alternated these versus
together. The topping on my Sunday
was at the end Mervyn said to his
class, I brought my mother to school
today. And he said, ‘‘You know, Mom,
I am not going to have any money on
Sunday, but I knew how much you
liked poetry so this is your Mother’s
Day present; I recited poetry with you
in poetry class.’’

Mr. Speaker, I want to celebrate and
trust that other mothers around this
country have wonderful opportunities
to celebrate Mother’s Day this week-
end. Those whose mothers have passed
on, or whose children have passed on,
step back and remember some of the
great memories and times you had to-
gether, and think about how blessed
you are to have been a mother or a
daughter or son, or to have someone
who cared as much as mothers care for
you.

f

PAYING TRIBUTE ON MOTHER’S
DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I too rise
on this occasion of Mother’s Day week-
end to pay tribute to those who bring
to life and nurture and educate the
children, the families of our commu-
nities and our world, and as my dear
colleague, the gentlewoman from Ohio
(Mrs. JONES) so eloquently stated in
the prior Special Order, when we think
about it, mothers have the most impor-
tant role in the world because they cre-
ate the love that holds, the center that
holds their families together. I think
that their idealism helps inspire the
world every day, not in big measures
always, but in smaller signs of love and
affection.
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