February 5, 2002

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds all Members to refrain
from characterizing the action or inac-
tion of the Senate.

———

TRIBUTE TO NANCY PELOSI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | join
my colleagues today in celebration of the offi-
cial swearing-in of the Democratic whip, my
colleague and friend, NANCY PELOSI.

Today, we celebrate a historic event. NANCY
PELOsI is the highest-ranking woman ever to
serve in the U.S. House of Representatives.
Her success is also a tribute to the women
who came before her. From the election of
Representative Jeanette Rankin to the House
in 1916, to today, when a record number of 75
women serve in the 107th Congress, women
Members of Congress have made significant
contributions to the legislative accomplish-
ments of the House and Senate. They have
served with distinction as chairs of committees
and subcommittees, members of our most
powerful committees, and in leadership posi-
tions within the Democratic caucus and the
Republican conference.

But, today is notable because NANCY has
been elevated by her peers to one of the top
two positions that the history books recognize
as the key party leadership posts. So it is fit-
ting that we gather today to recognize the
leadership exemplified by our new Democratic
whip, NANCY PELOSI, and to celebrate the ac-
complishments that have earned this great
distinction.

NANCY was a leader in California and in the
California Democratic party for many years be-
fore her election to Congress in 1987. In may
ways, her political experience provided a
model for me in becoming the first Mexican-
American woman to be elected to Congress,
and | have appreciated the many ways she
has supported me both before and after |
joined her here in the House in 1993.

She has also provided additional leadership
to me as | have followed her to the House Ap-
propriations Committee. | believe it is NANCY’s
service on that committee that demonstrated
her leadership abilities to the members of our
caucus. First, NANCY serves on the Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education
Subcommittee, which may recognize as the
most problematic appropriations bill passed by
Congress each year. The bill's long list of wor-
thy programs necessitate hard work and nu-
merous, bipartisan compromises in order to
produce the final version that is enacted into
law. NANCY’s contribution to that process each
year has been essential in protecting health
and education programs that benefit millions
of Americans.

In addition, as ranking Democrat on the For-
eign Operations Subcommittee, NANCY has
been the Democratic floor manager for that bill
since 1995. From that position, she has been
instrumental in advocating our caucus’s posi-
tion with regard to programs that address
global poverty, international family planning,
and global environmental issues while working
with her Republic chairman to fashion a com-
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promise bill that can withstand scrutiny by the
House. She has worked uncomplainingly in
the spirit of compromise each year to produce
legislation the House can support.

NANCY’s race for whip pitted her against one
of the Democratic Caucus’ most active and
distinguished members, our colleague STENY
HOYER, who has been one of my mentors on
the Appropriations Committee. STENY’'s out-
standing credentials as our former caucus
chair, as a chairman and now ranking member
of the Treasury-Postal Appropriations Sub-
committee, and as chief recruiter for our party
of congressional challengers, made the race
for whip a difficult decision for everyone in our
caucus. But we all recognized that with
choices such as NANCY and STENY for this
coveted leadership position, the Democratic
Caucus, as well as the entire House, would be
well-served by the victor. NANCY's tough but
successful race against STENY represented
another example of leadership—not just of her
ability to mobilize the diverse elements of our
caucus, but also her ability to organize in the
systematic manner essential to the success of
any party’s whip.

As Californians and as members of the Ap-
propriations Committee, NANCY and | share
many experiences. But we also share a dis-
tinction enjoyed by only a handful of women
Members of Congress over the history of Con-
gress because each of our fathers served in
the House before us. NANCY's father, Rep-
resentative Thomas D’Alesandro, served in
the House from Maryland from 1939 to 1947.
My father, Representative Edward Roybal,
served an area of Los Angeles near my cur-
rent district from 1963 to 1993. | know that the
model of public service provided by our fa-
thers was essential to each of us as we de-
cided upon the course of our careers.

| congratulate NANCY PELOSI as she officially
assumes her leadership duties today. She
takes her place today among a long line of
outstanding Democratic whips that go before
her in the House’s history, including Rep-
resentative DAvVID BONIOR, whom she suc-
ceeds. | pledge to work with her and our other
Democratic leaders, indeed all the leaders of
the House, in going forward with our work in
a manner that best reflects the American peo-
ple and that always strives to make the House
of Representatives truly “the people’s House.”

CONGRATULATING THE HONOR-
ABLE NANCY PELOSI ON HER
ELECTION TO MINORITY WHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
join my colleagues, and the fact that so
many remain here this evening to laud
our newly elected whip, NANCY PELOSI,
is testimony to the fact that she will
be a strong and forceful voice for our
party. She is good news for my special
passion in Congress, for she under-
stands better than anybody I have met
here that the Federal Government can
be a better partner to make our com-
munities more livable, to make our
families safe, healthy and more eco-
nomically secure.

But the best news, Mr. Speaker, is for
the American people and for this
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Chamber. It seems that at times we
have forgotten how to work together to
solve problems here in this House. But
the gentlewoman from California’s spe-
cial skills not only as the only West-
erner in leadership, not only as the
first and only woman in either party to
reach this exalted level but as some-
body who embodies what it means to be
a legislator, her insight, intelligence,
grace and tenacity will help us do our
job better for the American public.
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We all welcome this gift from Cali-
fornia and the Pelosi family, and I hope
we are equal to the challenge.

I would like to yield to the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
feel privileged and honored to join my
colleagues on the House floor to mark
an historic day for this body, for Demo-
crats, for women and for America. To-
morrow, the distinguished gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI)
will be sworn in as the Democratic
whip. This occasion is cause for cele-
bration and is a sign of great progress.

The gentlewoman from California’s
election to whip is an historic land-
mark in the evolution of our great de-
mocracy. She will now emerge more
fully as a leading voice on the national
stage for the Democratic Party and for
the Congress, and she will motivate
women of all ages, because of her elo-
quence, her competence, her confidence
and her passion, to strive for new
heights and to participate more fully
and completely in politics and policy.

We are witnessing a shift in the na-
tional political landscape. It is a move-
ment. Women do not want to just be at
the table, we want to be at the head of
the table. Because of the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. PELOSI), we are
energized and empowered. Our new
Democratic whip was not elected be-
cause she was a woman. That she is one
is a real benefit, and she will send a
strong message as an inspiration for
aspiring women throughout the coun-
try.

Her election is a demonstration of
the reality that the Democratic Party
is a party of diversity, inclusion and
opportunity. She has made great ef-
forts to reach out to members from all
parts of the Democratic Party and is
committed to the needs and values of
this caucus and our diverse constitu-
encies.

But to me she is not just the whip;
she is an inspiration, a mentor, a dear
friend and a true leader in every sense
of the word. I look forward to following
her to advance an agenda we can all be
proud of. I join my colleagues in con-
gratulating her and wishing her well.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WATSON).

Ms. WATSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, when I think of the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI),
these words come to mind: N, never
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fearing to move; A, aggressively; N and
C, sensitive to needed causes; Y, yield-
ing a great foresight; P, progressive; E,
energizing; L, loving; O, overwhelm-
ingly; S, spelling; and I, intellect. That
is our ‘“NANCY PELOSI.”

I am so happy to be from the State of
California that produced this woman
that will guide this country in the fu-
ture. I salute the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PELOSI), our newest
whip.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, while she’s already
been on the job for about three weeks now,
tomorrow my colleagues, my fellow Califor-
nian, my friend, NANCY PELOSI will be sworn in
to her new post as the democratic whip, and
it's going to be a big day for America.

NANCY is the highest-ranking woman in the
United States Congress . . . ever! As a His-
panic member of Congress, | can not be
prouder of this moment. When the barriers of
achievement and opportunity fall for one, they
fall for all of us.

NANCY has her work cut out for her. She
has dedicated herself to tackling the tough
issues facing our economy. There are going to
be some rough battles, but NANCY's unique
blend of grace and determination will serve
her well in the Whip post.

It's hard not to admire NANCY PELOSI. She
is a gracious, engaging woman who has
raised five children, Chaired the California
Democratic Party, served eight terms in Con-
gress, doggedly advocated increased funding
for healthcare and breast cancer research,
and fought for human rights at home and
abroad.

It was her courageous fight against PNTR
and for human fights in China, that first intro-
duced me to NANCY when | came to Congress
two years ago. | fought along side NANCY as
she championed U.S. global leadership for
human rights and sustainable development.

NANCY is a loyal friend. I'll never forget how
NANCY stepped forward on my behalf during
my bid for a position on the rules committee.
NANCY PELOSI is always willing to go to bat for
her friends. This is the NANCY | know! NANCY
has been going to bat for the people of Cali-
fornia for 16 years and now she is going to
bat for the Democratic Party and the entire na-
tion.

| look forward to NANCY's truly
groundbreaking leadership as she leads our
party and our nation into the twenty-first cen-
tury.

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to a Member of the House, whom |
consider not only a gifted leader but a dear
friend. History is being made as NANCY PELOSI
is officially sworn in as the new Democratic
Whip.

But history will ultimately cite not only the
election of the highest-ranking women in the
U.S. House of Representatives, it will sit in
judgment of the effectiveness of her tenure as
Whip. The work has only just begun. And |
have every confidence that history will judge
this election not only as a landmark event in
American history, but a turning point for the
Democratic Party and democratic principles.
The reason for my optimism is pretty simple.
NANCY is a born leader. A lot can be said of
her skills, her knack for organizing, her perse-
verance, and her personal commitment to ex-
cellence. But of all the positive things that can
be said on her skills and talent, one word al-
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ways comes to mind when you think of NANCY
PELOSI: leadership. NANCY is a leader when
she speaks out for the underprivileged and the
disenfranchised. NANCY is a leader in the way
she brings people and causes together in a
collective and collaborative process. NANCY's
leadership drives her to focus on goals and re-
sults.

Integrity, honesty, and hard work are the pil-
lars of her success. And | know that she will
work tirelessly to forward democratic causes.
And working with the Democratic Leader—
Dick GEPHARDT—have every confidence that
the Democratic Caucus and Party are on the
cusp of a new and exciting era.

So to NANCY PELOSI | say you have my
every confidence and my total support. Now—
let's get to work. Congratulations!

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, we are all
here today to honor our colleague and friend
NANCY PELOSI. As a fellow Californian and a
friend, it is hard for me to hide my delight at
NANCY’s election as Democratic Whip. For
nearly fifteen years, NANCY has done a won-
derful job representing the city of San Fran-
cisco in Congress. From education, health
care, housing, and the economy, she has
worked to improve the quality of life for Cali-
fornians—and all Americans.

On October 10, 2001, the Democratic Cau-
cus made history. We made history by elect-
ing NANCY to the highest position ever held by
a woman in Congress. Electing a woman to a
leadership position was long overdue. And
while the Democratic Party continues to be the
party of progress, our work is not yet com-
plete.

NANCY, with your election as House Demo-
cratic Whip, we made history, we've made
progress, and now we will work together to im-
prove American government and to better the
lives of the American people. Thank you
NANCY for your leadership and your friendship.
Congratulations!

RESPONDING TO HUGE TAX
BREAKS GIVEN TO AMERICA’S
RICH

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BROWN of South Carolina). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I also
want to congratulate the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. PELOSI) and wish
her the very best, but the issue that I
want to focus on is a very important
piece of legislation which is going to
surface tomorrow, and that is the issue
of how Congress responds to the huge
tax breaks that the President and the
Republican leadership have given to
the wealthiest 1 percent of the popu-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, this country has a $6
trillion national debt, and, for the first
time now in several years, we are run-
ning a deficit.

Mr. Speaker, despite all of the great
speeches here about lockboxes and our
great love for Social Security, every-
body understands that Congress is now
dipping into and raiding the Social Se-
curity fund.

Further, Mr. Speaker, most people in
this country understand that we have
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many enormous social needs. In my
State of Vermont, every week when I
go out and speak to senior citizens,
they demand of me that Congress do
something about the outrageously high
cost of prescription drugs and the fact
that we do not have a strong prescrip-
tion drug benefit under Medicare.

Mr. Speaker, what the issue tomor-
row is going to be about is do we give
huge tax breaks to the wealthiest peo-
ple in this country? Forty percent of
the President’s tax breaks go to the
wealthiest 1 percent, people who have a
minimum income of $370,000 a year and
average over $1 million a year in in-
come. So the choice that Congress
faces is, do you give huge tax breaks in
the future to those people, or do you
provide a strong prescription drug ben-
efit under Medicare?

Mr. Speaker, not only is the Presi-
dent and the Republican leadership not
going to provide a strong prescription
drug benefit under Medicare, in fact in
many ways they are going to cut back
on Medicare. At a time when we need
to strengthen Social Security, at a
time that we need to raise the COLA,
the President and the Republican lead-
ership are dipping into the Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund.

Mr. Speaker, let us get our priorities
right. I speak to veterans virtually
every week in the State of Vermont.
We have many town meetings. What
they tell me is when they apply for a
benefit it takes 6, 7, 8, 10 months for
them to get that benefit processed, and
the reason is that in many instances
the Veterans Administration is under-
staffed and is unable to process those
claims.

Is it more important to give tax
breaks to millionaires and billionaires,
or is it more important to make sure
that our veterans get the benefits to
which they are entitled?

Mr. Speaker, just this last week, a
couple of days ago, there was a front
page story in the New York Times
which talked about how middle class
parents are finding it harder and hard-
er to pay for the college costs of their
kids. The average American young per-
son graduating from a 4-year college
ends up $20,000 in debt excluding the
debt incurred, and the growing debt in-
curred, by their parents.

Is it more important to protect the
middle class and make sure that the
young people of this country can go to
the college that they want and do that
by significantly expanding Pell grants
and other financial aid programs, or is
it more important to give tax breaks to
millionaires and billionaires, to people
who provide huge campaign contribu-
tions to Members of this Congress and
the White House?

Mr. Speaker, all over this country we
are facing a disaster in terms of child
care. Working families are unable to
find affordable quality child care. We
have people who are paying too much
and getting too little, and the children
are suffering. Yet the Federal commit-
ment to child care is minimal.
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