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PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF THE
WOMEN AND GIRLS OF AFGHANI-
STAN

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 24, 2002

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, as our
operations continue and we begin to help re-
build Afghanistan, it is important to stress the
needs and rights of women and young girls in
that nation. Women and young girls in Afghan-
istan have been suffering incredible abuses
ever since the extremist Taliban regime seized
control of the country. Although the Taliban
have now been removed from control in Af-
ghanistan, it is deeply disturbing to me that
women and girls continue to be abducted,
raped, and abused within the country. The de-
nial of employment and education rights for
most women and girls is equally troubling and
we must improve these conditions if equality is
to exist between men and women in Afghani-
stan.

H.R. 3994, the Afghanistan Freedom Sup-
port Act, provides the kind of assistance and
aid that Afghanistan needs to develop into an
economically stable and democratic nation.
Equally important is the fact that it seeks to re-
establish the participation of women and girls
in government, education, and the workplace,
as well as provides support for the Ministry of
Women's Affairs. This is a very important step
in ensuring that the women and young girls of
Afghanistan are full, active participants in the
building of a new Afghani government. A true
democratic government represents all the peo-
ple of its nation, regardless of race, religion, or
gender. The Taliban treated women and girls
like second class citizens who were forced to
live their lives through the oppressive ideals of
others, and this must never happen again.

The persecution of women and girls in Af-
ghanistan must come to an end. Afghanistan
will improve its conditions quickly by allowing
women and girls to receive an education, to
be granted opportunities to gain employment,
and to play a role in the governing process of
the nation.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port of H.R. 3994, not only to help rebuild a
nation but also to help protect the rights of
women and girls of Afghanistan because it is
time for their suffering to stop.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF JOANN
DITMER

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 24, 2002

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Joanne Ditmer on being
awarded the prestigious Dana Crawford Award
for Excellence in Historic Preservation. The
award is named after Dana Crawford who has
been a pioneer in historic preservation since
the 1960s. | join all Coloradans today in thank-
ing Ms. Ditmer for her many invaluable con-
tributions to historic preservation in our state.

Joanne Ditmer is a salient example of the
power of the written word. Since her colunm,
“Raising the Roof” began appearing in The
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Denver Post in 1962, Joanne Ditmer has used
that forum to highlight the importance of pre-
serving Colorado’s history for future genera-
tions. Without question, she has been an inte-
gral part in raising awareness about conserva-
tion and preservation-related causes. For over
40 years, the general public and elected offi-
cials alike have turned to Ms. Ditmer's column
as a gauge for Colorado’s conservation cli-
mate.

She is a respected columnist and a tireless
advocate for preserving our unique Colorado
history. Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating Ms. Ditmer on receiv-
ing the Dana Crawford Award for Excellence
in Historic Preservation. Her accomplishments
in preserving Colorado heritage are invaluable,
and | wish her good health and happiness in
the future. Provided here is an example of her
passion and prose on preservation, from the
Denver Post.

BRINGING LIFE TO OLD STRUCTURES
(By Joanne Ditmer)

Sunday, May 19, 2002.—Historic preserva-
tion was born in the Battle of the Bulldozer.
The wrecking ball was a demolition derby
against buildings of Colorado’s past, as hor-
rified citizens struggled to keep the historic
structures that define a community’s soul
and spirit.

Three decades later, it’s Brains over
Brawn. Savvy people craft increasingly inge-
nious new ways to save and give new life to
distinctive old buildings.

These memories particularly surface in
May, National Historic Preservation Month.
In Denver and other communities, the sense
of place and unique character is shown in
historic structures.

The impact of preservation goes far beyond
saving old buildings. It’s the immediacy and
liveliness of the efforts. In Colorado, the His-
toric Gaming Fund, with money from pro-
ceeds in the three gambling towns, is inspir-
ing imaginative solutions.

And Colorado Preservation Inc.’s annual
list of Endangered Places brings new atten-
tion to significant structures that are endan-
gered.

Among the continuing efforts:

When Historic Denver undertook saving
the Paramount Theatre in 1978 and formed a
separate foundation to continue the work, it
saved the last of Denver’s opulent downtown
movie palaces.

Years later, when a bank called a loan, HD
couldn’t immediately repay. Ownership went
to a private individual and another non-prof-
it foundation was formed. Now there are two
petitions on the street: One would prohibit
any new theater of more than 5,000 seats—
presumably aimed at the tent theater by the
Pepsi Center—and another, possibly retalia-
tory petition demanding that the Paramount
owner put in $600,000 of improvements. A pox
on both.

Handsome church buildings are the most
memorable landmarks of a neighborhood,
but when older areas change and church
members move to the suburbs, the support
dries up.

Faith Action was formed by Historic Den-
ver and others to help find funds and uses for
30 of the most threatened churches, the ma-
jority of them more than 100 years old. Look
down the 16th Street Mall toward Highlands,
and you’ll see the beautiful 1890 Asbury
Church. A new congregation numbers only a
couple dozen, and can’t afford upkeep. Some
practical help came from Ron Judish, who
moved his contemporary art gallery to the
lower floor.

The Masons have given Denver some mar-
velous buildings, but these, too, face prob-
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lems. The wonderful El Jebel at 1770 Sher-
man St., with its absolutely amazing inte-
rior spaces, has been endangered in recent
years. Current hopes lie with the new own-
ers, who are working to support the building
through special events—parties, weddings,
etc.—and through a high-rise condominium
building to be constructed next door on the
parking lot.

Preservation efforts of schools are among
the most optimistic. Historic Denver and
Denver Public Schools formed a partnership
program, with a community committee find-
ing 56 school buildings eligible for landmark
designation.

The City Council has designated 23 schools
so far. In each school, students in second to
12th grades do the research on the history
and architecture, and present the nomina-
tion. Some 500 kids have been involved, mak-
ing scrapbooks, videos and school models.
That’s certainly bringing new life to old
buildings.

———————

2002 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT FOR FURTHER RE-
COVERY FROM AND RESPONSE
TO TERRORIST ATTACKS ON THE
UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2002

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4775) making
supplemental appropriations for further re-
covery from and response to terrorist at-
tacks on the United States for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2002, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chairman,
as Chairman of the House Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, | rise to commend the Appropria-
tions Committee, Chairman BILL YOUNG, and
particularly  Subcommittee  Chairman  Jim
WALsH, for including $417 million in urgently
needed funding for veterans medical care.

As most of my colleagues know from listen-
ing to their constituents, the demand for VA
health care services has risen significantly in
the past several years. The Department of
Veterans Affairs has had to make mid-year
changes to their projections of VA health care
usage because of the dramatic increase in
veterans seeking to enroll. In fact, the VA’'s
latest budget submission projects that almost
700,000 more veterans will receive VA care in
2003 than they had projected just one year
ago.

The dramatic upsurge in demand facing the
VA is real and substantial. With hundreds of
new VA community outpatient clinics opened
in recent years, veterans are now finding that
VA health care is available much closer to
home.

Prescription drug costs have risen dramati-
cally in the past several years, while seniors’
incomes levels have remained level. This has
created a great demand for VA-provided pre-
scription drugs.

Mr. Chairman, the response to increased
demand for VA health care services should
not be to curtail services or limit access for
veterans in any way, but rather to provide suf-
ficient resources to pay for veterans’' health
care. America has a special obligation to care
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for former soldiers, sailors, airmen and ma-
rines who risked their lives to protect our free-
doms and this legislation is another step to-
wards meeting that sacred obligation.

The inclusion of $417 million for VA medical
care is a responsible and absolutely nec-
essary action that this Congress must take.
Again, | want to commend Chairman YOUNG,
and Subcommittee Chairman WALSH, for once
again demonstrating their commitment to
America’s veterans.

————

2002 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT FOR FURTHER RE-
COVERY FROM AND RESPONSE
TO TERRORIST ATTACKS ON THE
UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2002

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4775) making
supplemental appropriations for further re-
covery from and response to terrorist at-
tacks on the United States for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2002, and for other pur-
poses!

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Chairman, all members of
Congress were ready to debate and pass a
supplemental budget in support of the war ef-
fort, and for other emergencies. We have
been shocked by the addition of a section
which raises the national debt ceiling by 750
billion dollars. This giant expenditure without
debate is designed to protect the massive Re-
publican tax cut for the rich. This legislation
represents a gross abuse of power.

Mr. Chairman, this gross abuse of power
must be challenged. The Republican jug-
gernaut is out of control and they must be ex-
posed in the eyes of the American people.
Through an undemocratic, autocratic process
under the camouflage of parliamentary tricks,
the Republicans are staging an economic
coup using a tax cut to permanently place the
rewards of our economy in the hands of the
corporate elite. The supplemental budget proc-
ess is being abused to protect and enshrine
the tax cut for the rich. It is a clear statement
that the Republicans claim the nation’s re-
sources for the benefit of the rich alone.

Republicans are declaring, that the constitu-
tional infrastructure established by the found-
ing fathers and nurtured by succeeding gen-
erations belongs only to the rich elite. The Re-
publicans are seizing for themselves alone all
of the wealth that flows from American sci-
entific and technological achievement; from
military research and testing; from grants for
domestic research. All the wounds and battle-
field deaths of American heroes in all the wars
are now deemed to be for the sake of only the
rich. A massive tax cut for the rich accom-
plishes the clear purpose of leaving the treas-
ury emptied of all funds that might be used for
the benefit of the poorer ninety percent of the
population. The Republican action makes
more than 200 years of struggle for a more
perfect union only for the comfort of the rich.
By their actions related to the supplemental
budget the Republicans confiscate America
the Beautiful as America for the rich and pow-
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erful. Will these same rich and powerful recipi-
ents of the tax cut volunteer for the front lines
if the war against terrorism is prolonged and a
draft becomes necessary? Will those who
have the most to lose step forward or will the
draft again be a vehicle which forces the sons
of working families to die to preserve the com-
forts of the rich? The public must be fully
made to understand the cynical, selfish, cold
blooded posture of Republican policy. Repub-
licans never voted for social security, medi-
care or medicaid. Republicans refuse to raise
the minimum wage. Currently, as well as in
the past, Republicans do not hide their plot to
strip the Federal government of programs that
benefit working families and the unfortunate
poor. More than a decade ago David Stock-
man wrote a book outlining the plot that Ron-
ald Reagan could not quite complete. With this
stealth effort to raise the debt ceiling without
debate, the scheme to kidnap the Treasury is
given new life. Despite the extra expenditures
for the war against terrorism, there would be
no necessity to increase the debt ceiling by
750 billion dollars if the Republican tax cut for
the rich had not been rammed through in the
first year of this session of Congress. Every
Democrat has a duty to sound the trumpet
and spread the word that an economic take-
over, a fiscal coup is underway that will rob
our Nation and make it impossible to provide
a prescription drug, benefit; increased funds
for education and school construction; and
adequate day care and children’s programs.
Every voter must understand that this defiant
Democratic initiated debate on the eve of Me-
morial Day is a landmark battle for the people
against the selfish few.

————

2002 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT FOR FURTHER RE-
COVERY FROM AND RESPONSE
TO TERRORIST ATTACKS ON THE
UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2002

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4775) making
supplemental appropriations for further re-
covery from and response to terrorist at-
tacks on the United States for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2002, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Mr. Chairman, |
come to the floor tonight to voice my utter dis-
gust for what we as Members of Congress,
representatives of our great nation, have to do
here tonight. We as representatives of our
constituencies must voice that we will not
stand by idly and let a few destroy everything
America’s workers have diligently worked for
all their lives. Though we may not win this bat-
tle, which is rumored not to end until early in
the morning, know that we, those who truly
represent working Americans, will not stop
fighting this legislative battle.

Over the last 15 months, we have experi-
enced the worst fiscal reversal in our nation’s
history—with $5 ftrillion in projected surpluses
over the next 10 years having disappeared.
Last year, it was projected that publicly-held
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national debt would be completely paid off by
2008. And yet now, due largely to the eco-
nomic plans put in place last year by the Bush
Administration and Congressional Repub-
licans, the publicly-held national debt is going
up and not down. As a result, the country is
now hitting the current statutory debt limit of
$5.95 trillion.

But some of us, those who continue to fight
for American workers, children, and seniors
saw this coming. In face of a deteriorating
economic picture, Democrats pleaded for Re-
publicans to join us at an economic summit so
we could put our country back on the path to
long-term economic growth and opportunity.
Instead of working towards this goal, our at-
tempts were dismissed and now we have ex-
perienced a dramatic reversal of continued
prosperity, a dramatic reversal of a growing
hope to increase education spending, a dra-
matic reversal of saving seniors from loosing
the money they put into social security, and a
dramatic reversal of a decreased percentage
of unemployed workers to a steadily increas-
ing number of unemployed workers facing
more hardships by the dozen.

Today, | stand here fighting a battle with my
colleagues. A battle that calls for us to think
twice about what we as a governing body will
do if this legislation is passed. If the debt ceil-
ing is raised we can no longer envision our
plan to leave no child behind. We can no
longer envision our plan to continuously pro-
vide social security to all of our seniors. We
can no longer envision our plan to level off the
current unemployment rates. The bottom line
is that so much of what America stands for
and yearns to become can be washed away
with final passage of this supplemental appro-
priations bill that provides much more than
what we can afford. We thought the tax cuts
passed by the majority would slowly chip away
at the American dream of so many, but we
were in for such a surprise. Yes, there was
much more in store. What was in store was
this supplemental. Think about it. Think about
the chipping away of our nation’s future. Think
about denying Americans what they deserve
and have worked for all their lives. Think hard.
Think if you want to take the blame for what
will surely come. Once every Member in this
governing body truly does this, each will know
that we should not, cannot, and must not pass
this legislation.

———

2002 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT FOR FURTHER RE-
COVERY FROM AND RESPONSE
TO TERRORIST ATTACKS ON THE
UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2002

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4775) making
supplemental appropriations for further re-
covery from and response to terrorist at-
tacks on the United States for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2002, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, | rise today to
thank the President, the Speaker, Chairman
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