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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB RILEY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2002

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably
detained for Rollcall No. 171, H. Con. Res.
314, Recognizing the members of AMVETS
for their service to the Nation and supporting
the goal of AMVETS National Charter Day.
Had | been present | would have voted yea.

| was also unavoidably detained for Rollcall
No. 172, H. Con. Res. 165, Expressing the
sense of the Congress that continual research
and education into the cause and cure for fi-
broid cancer be addressed. Had | been
present | would have voted yea.

| was also unavoidably detained for Rollcall
No. 173, H. Con. Res. 309, Recognizing the
importance of good cervical health and of de-
tecting cervical cancer during its earliest
stages. Had | been present | would have
voted yea.

————

CONGRATULATING 46 HIGH
SCHOOL ARTISTS

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2002

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and honor 46 out-
standing high school artists from the 11th
Congressional District of New Jersey. Each of
these talented students participated in the An-
nual Congressional Arts Competition, “An Ar-
tistic Discovery,” and they were recently hon-
ored at a reception and exhibition at the Sche-
ring Plough Corporation in Madison, New Jer-
sey and their works are exceptional!

Mr. Speaker, | would like to list each of
them, their high school, and their contest en-
tries for the official RECORD.

We had 46 students participate. That is a
tremendous response and we would very
much like to build on that for next year's com-
petition.

This year, Mr. Speaker, the winner of “An
Artistic Discovery” was Victor Coghlan from
Boonton High School for the work entitled “My
Friend Joseph.” Second place went to Audrey
Kruse from West Morris Mendham High
School for “Just Call Me Doty.” Third place
also from West Morris Mendham High School
went to Kelsey Dahlin Dugan for “Three.” The
Viewer's Choice Award was given to Michael
Mule of Boonton High School for “Doorway.”

Honorable mentions were awarded to Mere-
dith Klein of Livingston High School for “Tin
Foil Study,” Christina Tammera from Madison
High School for “Soda Shop,” Kara Kasch
from Morristown High School for “Narcissus,”
Andres Rivera from Mount Olive High School
for “Can | Change Myself If | Try?,” Megan
Bornstein from Randolph High School for “You
Are What You Eat,” and a self portrait by
Dana Kalfas of Montville High School.

Excellent art work was also submitted by
Boonton High School with “Ryan Bradely” by
Laura Schafnict, Milissa DiSalvo with “My
Sneakers,” Michael Mule with “Doorway.”
Dover High School contributed “Nature at its
Best” by Shirley Velasquez, “Ode to Monet”
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by Megan Franchak, “Falling Into Being” by
Leah Huss.” Livingston High School submitted
a self-portrait by Amy Heuer, Tiffany Wong
with “Beware” and “Forbidden Passage” by
Johnathan Lee. Madison High School contrib-
uted “Travel Photo #46" by James Weber,
“City at Sunset” by Adrienne Heller, and
“Sunflowers” by Lorriane Ewan. Montville High
School submitted, “Italian Breakfast” by
Kristina Pennetta, “Laura” by Laura Croce,
“The Raven” by Marissa Herrmann and a self-
portrait by Dana Kalfas. Morris Knolls High
School entered “Appearances can be Deceiv-
ing,” by Kyle Schuster, “The Devil in Me” by
Benjamin Kurfverst, “The Transformation” by
Daniel Murphy, and “My Wonderland” by Mer-
cedes lrisarri. Morristown High School offered
a self-portrait by Michelle Miller, “Afternoon
Light” by Triana Collins, and “Dusk” by Gary
Reinhard. Mount Olive High School contrib-
uted “Turning Leaves” by Andres Rivera, and
untitted works by Timothy Quirino and Ariel
Hahn. Randolph High School entered “Digital”
by Michel Sun and “Pulsating Time” by An-
thony Lee. Ridge High School submitted an
untitted work by Seung Eun Lee, “Four
Square” by Emily Slapin, “Reflect” by Meghan
Musso, and “Genesis” by Gina Caruso. West
Essex High School offered “llluminated” by
Sherry Lewkewicz, “Tropical Island” by Julian
Osis and untitled works by Elyse Agnello and
Francesca Barcia. West Morris Mendham High
School entered “The Blue Blowl” and “The
self” by Robert Douglas Fritz, IlI.

Each year the winner of the competition will
have an opportunity to travel to our nation’s
capital to meet Congressional leaders and to
mount his or her art work in a special corridor
here at the U.S. Capitol, with winners from
across the country. Members of Congress and
thousands of visitors to the Capitol have a
chance to view these works of art firsthand. It
is a fantastic reminder that there is vast talent
in our young men and women.

Indeed, all of these young artists are win-
ners, and we should be proud of their achieve-
ments so early in life.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in congratulating these talented young
people from New Jersey’s 11th Congressional
District.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO MONTEREY COUN-
TY SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE
RICHARD SILVER

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2002

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life's work of Monterey
County Superior Court Judge Richard Silver,
60, whose outstanding legal acumen has en-
riched society on the Central Coast for more
than a quarter of a century.

A graduate of the University of California’s
Boalt Hall School of Law, Judge Silver began
his legal career as a defense lawyer with the
Francis Heisler law firm. Among the cases that
fueled his rise to prominence in the late 1960s
was the Soledad Brothers prison-murder trial.

At my urging, Gov. Jerry Brown appointed
Judge Silver to the bench in 1977. Judge Sil-
ver became known for his expertise and effi-
ciency in handling civil cases. He developed a
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case management system that makes civil jus-
tice more swift in Monterey County than in al-
most any other California county.

He also built a reputation for settling tough
cases before they went to trial. And he be-
came known for tackling contentious issues
ranging from land use disputes to struggles
between teachers and school districts.

Among those who founded the Monterey
College of Law, Judge Silver remains on its
board of directors.

Although he is stepping down from the
bench, Judge Silver is likely to remain highly
active in the local legal community, by settling
disputes out of court as a private judge and
arbitrator. For this, all of us who have come to
know him over the years on the Central Coast
will be very grateful.

———

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND D.
CHARLES HILDRETH, 8TH PAS-
TORAL ANNIVERSARY, GREATER
HARVEST MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2002

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, as the con-
gregation of Greater Harvest Missionary Bap-
tist Church gathered together on Sunday, May
5, 2002, they celebrated the 8th Pastoral Anni-
versary of Reverend D. Charles Hildreth. A
lifelong leader and devoted pastor, Reverend
Hildreth has truly demonstrated his commit-
ment to advancing the mission of the Greater
Harvest Church across the state of Michigan.
As the members and friends of Reverend
Hildreth gathered to celebrate this special an-
niversary, they paid tribute to his outstanding
years of activism, leadership, and faith.

Joining the Greater Harvest Missionary Bap-
tist Church, located in Muskegon Heights,
Michigan, Reverend Hildreth has been preach-
ing the Gospel to its congregation since June
10, 1994. As his message and ministry has
been received, he has shown a special dedi-
cation to making a positive difference in the
lives of others. To those who know Reverend
Hildreth best, he is “a promoter and student of
the blessings that accompany the sacrifices of
continuing Christian Education.”

With a passion for his community, Reverend
Jones has been an active force in educating
his community as well as working with the
Greater Harvest Church in organizing several
programs and ministries. As the First Vice
President of the Congress Christian Education
of the General Baptist State Convention of
Michigan, a member of the Board of Directors
of the Urban League of Greater Muskegon,
and a lifetime member of the NAACP, his in-
volvement within the church and beyond has
been an inspiration to all. Reverend Hildreth's
distinguished service and outstanding dedica-
tion to improving the lives of people through
faith will continue to serve as an example to
communities across this nation.

| applaud Reverend Hildreth for his leader-
ship, commitment, and service, and | urge my
colleagues to join me in saluting him for his
exemplary years of faith and service.
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TESTIMONY OF LYDIA LEWIS

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2002

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, | wish to insert into the RECORD the testi-
mony of Lydia Lewis of the National Depres-
sive and Manic-Depressive Association before
the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropria-
tions Subcommittee.

TESTIMONY OF LYDIA LEWIS, ON BEHALF OF
THE NATIONAL DEPRESSIVE AND MANIC-DE-
PRESSIVE ASSOCIATION—MAY 9, 2002

Good morning Mr. Chairman and members
of the Subcommittee. Thank you for the op-
portunity to testify on federal funding for
mental health research for the next fiscal
year. My name is Lydia Lewis and I serve as
Executive Director of the National Depres-
sive and Manic-Depressive Association (Na-
tional DMDA).

National DMDA is the nation’s largest ill-
ness-specific, patient-directed organization.
We represent the 20 million American adults
living with depression and the additional 2.5
million adults living with bipolar disorder.
Part of the mission of National DMDA is to
educate the public concerning the nature of
depression and bipolar disorder as treatable
medical diseases and to advocate for re-
search to eliminate these diseases.

Mr. Chairman, National DMDA is pleased
with the Subcommittee’s strong commit-
ment to biomedical research. We are grateful
for the progress toward doubling the overall
NIH budget and we encourage the Sub-
committee to complete the doubling plan in
this fiscal year. We support the Administra-
tion’s request for $27.3 billion for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH). As you
know, this increase of $3.7 billion would com-
plete the final phase of the NIH doubling
plan.

Our nation’s investment in extramural bio-
medical research, led by the NIH, yields
countless discoveries that facilitate our un-
derstanding of the biological basis of disease.
This knowledge will help develop improved
techniques to prevent, diagnose, treat, cure
and eliminate diseases.

RESEARCH

Although bipolar disorder is a biochemical
imbalance in the brain, like many mental
illnesses, it cannot be identified physiologi-
cally. There is no blood test or brain scan,
yet. Funding for the NIH, and funding for
mental illness in particular, promises great
rewards for both individuals who suffer from
mental illness and for our nation as a whole.

Evidence underscores the effectiveness of
treatment for mental illnesses. Treatment
for bipolar disorders has a 65% success rate
and major depression has an 80% success
rate. Comparatively, a surgical procedure for
angioplasty has a 41% success rate. As re-
search yields greater advancements in treat-
ing mood disorders and other mental ill-
nesses, we hope to see the treatment success
rate soar.

We applaud efforts to advance research on
postpartum mental illness through legisla-
tive means. The ‘“Melanie Stokes
Postpartum Depression Research and Care
Act” (H.R. 2380/S. 15635) would direct funds for
the specific purpose of NIH research on
postpartum depression and postpartum psy-
chosis.

It is estimated that 10 to 20 percent of new
mothers experience postpartum depression
(PPD). Postpartum psychosis (PPP) affects
less than 1 percent of new mothers. While
there may be indicators or predispositions
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for these disorders, researchers do not have
sufficient information about the cause and
effective treatment,

Employers, employees, the mental health
system and the federal government will all
benefit from the long term economic savings
of early detection and treatment of mental
illness. Our nation’s investment in increased
biomedical research for mental illness will
advance this cause.

CO-OCCURRING MENTAL ILLNESS AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE

A high percentage of patients with mental
illness also have alcohol and substance abuse
problems. Conversely, many individuals with
alcohol and substance abuse problems suffer
from mental illness. The State mental
health systems separate block grant funding
for these treatments, one treatment for tra-
ditional mental illness and another for alco-
hol and substance abuse.

More than half of individuals with bipolar
disorder or schizophrenia may be alcohol/
substance abusers. The rate of alcohol and
drug abuse in the general population is ap-
proximately 20%; it is 50-60% in people with
bipolar disorder. For individuals with mood
disorders, drugs of abuse interact differently,
potentially causing exponential damage
greater than the abusive substance alone.

Medical experts understand it is critical
that new patients in treatment for mental
illness address any alcohol or substance
abuse issues in collaboration with their men-
tal health needs. Integrated treatment by
dually trained professionals is critical to the
success of either program.

We are encouraged by the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) efforts to study this issue. It is
our understanding that SAMSHA will issue a
report to Congress by October 17, 2002. We be-
lieve it is imperative that SAMSHA inte-
grate treatment programs for these individ-
uals. In addition to an improved quality of
life, streamlining the system will eliminate
unnecessary and redundant paperwork, sav-
ing critical funds for more successful treat-
ment programs.

THE STIGMA OF MENTAL ILLNESS AND HEALTH

INSURANCE PARITY

We are delighted with the President’s re-
cent commitment to help end the stigma as-
sociated with mental illnesses. For far too
long, individuals with mental illness have
avoided seeking appropriate and critical
treatment for fear of the stigmatizing label
of mentally ill or have needed to make a
choice between food, rent and treatment. For
many individuals this is a choice between
life and death.

In 1999, suicide was the 11th leading cause
of death in the United States. For males, it
was the eighth leading cause of death and for
young people age 15 to 24, suicide was the
third leading cause of death. Suicide out-
numbered homicides by 5 to 3 and there were
twice as many deaths due to suicide than
deaths due to HIV/AIDS.

While these statistics are sobering, we are
hopeful that with increased availability of
treatment, those numbers can change. While
we support essential research on the causes
of mental illness, we also support increased
access to already existing treatment by pass-
ing the ‘“‘Mental Health Equitable Treatment
Act” (H.R. 4066/ S.543).

Individuals who suffer from mental illness
should not be required to bear an additional
financial burden to treat their illnesses. The
discriminatory practice of setting different
limits, hospital stays, and deductibles for
mental illness is arbitrary, cruel and with-
out medical basis.

We believe that providing mental health
coverage is cost effective for all employers.
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) esti-
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mated that providing mental health parity
as outlined in the Domenici-Wellstone Men-
tal Health Equitable Treatment Act would
increase health care costs by less than 1%.
Increasing ease and access to treatment will
yield healthier, more productive employees.
Passing the Mental Health Equitable Treat-
ment Act is a step toward ending discrimina-
tory practices that seek to separate the body
from the mind.

Thank you again Mr. Chairman for the op-
portunity to testify.

——

IN MEMORY OF JOHN M. McGEE

HON. GENE TAYLOR

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2002

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to remem-
ber the patriotic actions of Mr. John M.
McGee, a resident of Pass Christian, Mis-
sissippi who passed away on February 23,
2002. As the Korean War unfolded, he en-
listed with the U.S Navy and served on the
destroyer tender Shenandoah and the de-
stroyer Willard Keith. He was a veteran of the
decisive Inchon invasion commanded by Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur. Mr. McGee earned
his college degree in engineering from the
Armed Forces Institute. After an honorable
discharge from the U.S. Navy, he was certified
as a Professional Engineer specializing in pe-
troleum engineering. He then worked for a pe-
troleum-engineering firm in  Wyoming, ulti-
mately becoming the petroleum engineer in
charge of a five state office.

In 1966, he accepted a job with the Depart-
ment of Defense, and conducted operations in
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and Thailand until
1969. During his tour of duty in Vietnam, Mr.
McGee, discovered and exposed extensive
corruption in American military operations. His
courageous exposure of a million gallons of
fuel destined for U.S. Military forces that had
been redirected and used by the enemy led to
the saving of many American lives. A Senate
Sub-Committee chaired by the Honorable
Senator William Proxmire of Wisconsin ulti-
mately investigated this conspiracy. This inci-
dent and others are memorialized as part of
the U.S. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, and in the
Books Report from Wasteland—America's
Military Industrial Complex, by Senator William
Proxmire and The Pentagonists, by A. Earnest
Fitzgerald. It is for these devoted actions that
we remember Mr. John M. McGee.

———

ROBERT J. DOLE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 20, 2002

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, “Bob Dole per-
sonifies Kansas. He is synonymous with the
values that Kansans hold in the highest re-
gard—integrity, respect for community, public
service, sacrifice, and patriotism. It is only fit-
ting to name the Wichita VA Center after a
man so closely identified with Kansas, Amer-
ican veterans, and the values they share. |
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