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In addition to all that he has done, Dr.

Brauer has received several appointments
with Baylor College of Medicine and the Uni-
versity of Texas. Throughout his long and dis-
tinguished career he has served on several
committees and boards, published many arti-
cles, and won numerous honors and awards.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Dr. Brauer on
his tireless efforts toward improving the plastic
surgery profession, his many achievements
and service to our country. Dr. Brauer is an in-
tegral part of the Houston community and has
made many strides in the field of medicine.
This honor reflects the widespread recognition
within the plastic surgery community of Dr.
Brauers’ important and diverse contributions to
the profession. His voice has been a powerful
one for those seeking self-enhancement, as
well as the professionals strive to improve
their patient’s quality of life.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO CARLOS
ELIAS AND ANDREA ARESE-ELIAS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is a great
honor to be able to recognize an amazing
couple that resides in my district in Colorado.
Carlos Elias and Andrea Arese-Elias of Grand
Junction are amazing musicians who have
taken their passion to the highest level.
Through their hard work and dedication to per-
fection, they have achieved true excellence in
their fields—Carlos on the violin and Andrea
on the piano. In recognition of their talent and
commitment, the couple has recently had the
privilege of performing at Carnegie Hall.

Carlos and Andrea began their career in
their respective countries of El Salvador and
Argentina. Carlos studied the violin at the Na-
tional Center of the Arts in San Salvador, and
at the age of 16, became the youngest violin-
ist to enter the El Salvador Symphony Orches-
tra. In addition, in 1986 Carlos had the honor
of representing El Salvador in the World Phil-
harmonic Orchestra in Brazil. Carlos also
holds many degrees in violin performance and
artistry including a Master’s Degree from the
University of Cincinnati College Conservatory
of Music. Andrea began studying the piano at
the Musical Conservatory in Argentina. She
has been performing since the age of eleven
and has her Masters and PhD from the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati College Conservatory of
Music.

After performing all over the world, the cou-
ple has settled down to raise their family in
Grand Junction, Colorado, Carlos and Andrea
are valued members of Mesa State College
where Carlos is on the faculty of the Music
Department. Carlos is the Director of Strings
and the College Orchestra as well as Concert-
master of the Grand Junction Symphony Or-
chestra, providing his expertise and experi-
ence to the members of the orchestra. The
couple also plays another important and vital
role; they are the loving parents of two chil-
dren, Briana who is five, and Melissa who is
one and a half years old.

Mr. Speaker, I imagine the chance to play
Carnegie Hall is the dream of every musician
and I am proud that Carlos Elias and Andrea
Arese-Elias’s have had the opportunity to bask

in this honor. They truly deserve this great op-
portunity and it is their hard work and dedica-
tion to achieving the highest level of excel-
lence that I wish to bring to the attention of
this body of Congress, and nation. Congratula-
tions Andrea and Elias, and good luck in your
future endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO MASTER SERGEANT
RICHARD W. PETRONE

HON. NITA M. LOWEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
tribute to Master Sergeant Richard W.
Petrone, who retired from the New York Army
National Guard on September 30, 2001, with
more than thirty-one years of exemplary serv-
ice to our nation. It is my pleasure to honor
him here today.

Mr. Petrone has enjoyed a long career in
public service. He worked with New York Po-
lice Department for 23 years, and served in
the U.S. Army Reserve for more than two
years.

Among several positions at the National
Guard, Mr. Petrone served as Chief Training
Instructor at the 106th Regiment Headquarters
Regional Training Institute. There, he was in-
strumental in organizing and supervising sev-
eral outstanding programs, which garnered the
Institute several certificates of accreditation.
As Battalion Communications Chief with the
206 Corps Support Battalion, Master Sergeant
Petrone enacted programs to make the unit
act in a more coordinated and efficient fash-
ion. This contributed to a more effective com-
munications program throughout the com-
mand.

For his service, Mr. Petrone has received
several awards, including the Armed Forces
Reserve Medal, the National Defense Service
Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, the
Army Commendation Medal, the New York
State Military Commendation Medal, and the
New York State Medal for Humane Service.

For his commitment to his community, his
State, and his Country, it is my privilege to
congratulate Master Sergeant Richard W.
Petrone on this special occasion.
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OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate a distinguished young lady for
attaining the Girl Scout Gold Award. Nicole
Love, the daughter of Diane Love, is a mem-
ber of Senior Girl Scout Troop #349 located in
Griffith, Indiana. She will receive this honor at
a Girl Scout Gold Award Ceremony on May
16, 2002 at The Center on the campus of Pur-
due University Calumet, in Hammond, Indiana.
This is the highest award in Girl Scouting and
it is earned when the girls are committed to
working towards the goals they set for them-
selves. I am honored to have the opportunity
to congratulate Nicole for her success, for I
know that she has grown during this pursuit.

Additionally, Nicole attained the Gold Award in
conjunction with her academic achievement at
Griffith High School. She will graduate this
June and plans to attend college.

Troop #349 is part of the Girl Scouts of the
Calumet Council, which serves girls in Whit-
ing, East Chicago, Hammond, Highland, Mun-
ster, Griffith, Schererville, St. John, and Dyer
in the State of Indiana and Lansing, Lynwood,
Calumet City, and Burnham in the State of Illi-
nois. The Council was charted in 1954 and
operates two program centers that serve over
5,700 adults and girls.

A special significance is attached to the title
of Girl Scout Gold Award, a significance that
accompanies a young woman throughout her
life. As she pursues endeavors in higher edu-
cation, business, industry and community
service, she carries with her the lofty goal of
success through leadership. To qualify for the
Gold Award, each Girl Scout has had to fulfill
rigorous requirements in the areas of leader-
ship, career interest and service. Upon com-
pleting the above requirements, a prospective
Gold Award candidate must find and complete
a project that fulfills a need in the community.
Nicole’s Gold Award Project involved coordi-
nating a sports weekend for Junior Girl Scouts
called ‘‘Sports n’ More’’ in October 2001. Over
3,500 Senior Girl Scouts design, implement,
and complete Gold Award projects each year.
Nicole can be very proud of the success that
she has achieved through hard work and dedi-
cation to serving her community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Nicole Love for her commendable
achievement. Her mother can be proud of her
daughter because it takes a great deal of te-
nacity and devotion to achieve such an illus-
trious award. This young lady has a promising
future ahead of her, which will undoubtedly in-
clude improving the quality of life in Indiana’s
First Congressional District.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
was unavoidably detained in my district on
May 14, 2002. Had I been present and voting,
I would have voted:

Yea on Rollcall # 161
Yea on Rollcall # 160
Yea on Rollcall # 159

f

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JAKE
SATTERWHITE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sol-
emn heart that I take this opportunity to honor
the life and memory of Jake Satterwhite of
Craig, Colorado. Jake was tragically taken
from us at the age of thirteen in a car accident
in August of 2001. Although he was very
young when he passed away, he touched
many lives in the Craig community during his
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years, including those of his baseball team
and his classmates. To honor his memory, the
City of Craig has recently dedicated a baseball
field in remembrance of Jake.

Jake was known for giving 110 percent to
everything that he did and held an optimistic
spirit and enthusiasm for life. Jake touched ev-
eryone he encountered. The witnesses at the
dedication ceremony were moved by their
memories of the boy who never gave up in the
face of insurmountable odds or defeat. On his
baseball team, Jake was a key member on
and off the field. He was the spirit of the team
and was a constant cheering force for his
teammates. He is fondly remembered by the
Craig community and is deeply missed by his
loving parents, family, and friends.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Craig will re-
member Jake as a boy whose short life was
filled with joy and inspiration every time a
team takes his field. This dedication will keep
Jake’s enthusiasm for life alive in the hearts of
those he touched, and I am honored to be
able to bring the enthusiasm and optimism of
Jake Satterwhite to the attention of this body
of Congress and this nation. While his family
and friends continue to mourn his loss, I am
confident his memory will live on through this
wonderful baseball field.
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MINNESOTA REP. DARLENE
LUTHER’S LASTING LEGACY

HON. JIM RAMSTAD
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, we have all
learned in the last eight months how fragile life
can be, and how nobility and grace can rise
from tragedy and sadness.

We have all mourned recently with our col-
league Bill Luther the loss of his beloved wife,
Darlene, who was a distinguished member of
the Minnesota House of Representatives, as
well as a loving wife and mother of Alex and
Alicia Luther.

Mr. Speaker, I was profoundly moved by a
recent story from the Fergus Falls Journal
which reflects the great love Darlene and Bill
shared for each other, as well as others.

The story, by Mary Mahoney, also speaks
volumes about the enduring power of human
kindness.

Because I would like to share this beautiful
story of love, sacrifice and the enduring bond
of friendship, I respectfully submit for the
record the enclosed article from the Fergus
Falls Journal of February 7, 2002, entitled
‘‘Family’s gift of life leaves enduring bond,’’ by
Mary Mahoney.

More than 25 years before his unexpected
death, Gary Bradow told his wife Norma that
he wanted his organs donated.

‘‘I told him that if he went first, I didn’t know
if I could do it,’’ Norma said from her Fergus
Falls home. ‘‘Gary told me I could, that I would
just know it was right.’’

But nothing could have prepared Norma for
the awful day that Gary died. A malformed ar-
tery in his brain caused a fatal stroke in March
1998 at the age of 57. Norma was faced with
the one decision she didn’t want to make.

‘‘People think of ‘harvesting’ organs as an
awful thing,’’ she said. ‘‘But I realized we were
farmers; harvesting is a wonderful thing for

farmers. And in the case of donating Gary’s
organs, ‘harvesting’ was wonderful too.’’

A man in Wisconsin received a kidney. A
63-year-old widow got another kidney. Two
others received his eyes.

And State Rep. Darlene Luther was the re-
cipient of Gary’s liver, literally occurring hours
before she would have died.

A simple thank-you letter written to Norma
six months after the transplant established a
bond that couldn’t be broken—even after
Darlene’s death on Jan. 30.

‘‘I don’t think of myself as one but as two
persons,’’ she wrote, signing only her first
name.

With those words, Norma knew she had to
connect with this woman who had reached out
to her.

‘‘Her letter touched my heart in a way I just
can’t describe and I immediately called
LifeSource and said I had to meet her,’’
Norma said. ‘‘It took awhile, but two weeks be-
fore Christmas 1998, both of them (Darlene
and her husband U.S. Representative Bill Lu-
ther) were here.’’

In the four years since Darlene’s transplant,
the Bradow family became dear and special
friends with the Luthers, visiting often and cor-
responding frequently. Darlene even flew out
to Seattle one day to have lunch with Norma
and her daughter Pam, who lives in Seattle,
and flew back the same afternoon.

‘‘The bond we had was completely beyond
words,’’ Norma said. ‘‘She was such a kind
and generous lady.’’

Another twist of fate connected the families
as well. Bill, who grew up on a dairy farm near
Fergus Falls and has relatives in the area, had
briefly known Gary before his death.

‘‘I knew of them and had spoken with Gary
before all of this happened,’’ Bill said. ‘‘And
the odds that my wife would receive a liver
transplant from a man from my hometown—
it’s just amazing the way life can bond people
together.’’

To Darlene, it was a sign that more needed
to be done to increase awareness of organ
donation. She felt she was the perfect person
to educate people about the benefits of organ
donation as a state representative, and helped
enact legislation providing funding for a mobile
education unit for LifeSource, the organ dona-
tion procurement organization that helped se-
cure her liver.

‘‘She (Darlene) did such a great amount of
work, getting families to talk about organ do-
nation,’’ said LifeSource Public Relations man-
ager Susan Mau Larson. ‘‘She was a living
statement of the wondrous good provided by
organ donation.’’

The mobile unit is similar to a bookmobile,
with displays and kiosks about organ donation.
In late December, LifeSource presented a
plaque that will hang in the mobile unit, thank-
ing Darlene for all the work she’s done for
organ procurement.

Last week, a bill passed through the House
of Representatives—named in honor of Dar-
lene—making a person’s organ donation wish-
es a binding contract, meaning a family mem-
ber cannot override the decision. The Senate
will begin its process on the bill today, Mau
Larson said.

But despite the positive work Darlene pro-
vided, tragedy struck the Luthers—and the
Bradows—once again.

‘‘Darlene called me in late October to let me
know she had stomach cancer,’’ Norma said.

‘‘The anti-rejection drugs masked the cancer
and by the time they found out, it was inoper-
able.’’

It was then that the friendship shifted and
Norma began helping Darlene the way she
had been helped after her husband’s death.

‘‘I wrote her weekly notes, little inspirational
things to encourage her,’’ she said. ‘‘Her inner
peace was phenomenal; she was such an in-
spiration to me—and I was trying to help her.’’

When Bill called Norma the morning after
Darlene died, she said the news was heart-
wrenching enough. But what came next prac-
tically took her breath away.

‘‘Darlene had requested she be buried in
Fergus Falls, where she could be near us,’’
Norma said. ‘‘I burst into tears when Bill said
that.’’

For Bill and his children Alex and Alicia, it
was a natural decision.

‘‘We were so appreciative of those four
years Darlene received because of the trans-
plant,’’ Bill said. ‘‘The Bradows are part of our
family.’’

He insisted that Norma ride in the lead car
during the burial procession and that Gary’s
family, including his mother, Emma and
daughters Tara and Debra, take part in the
service held Wednesday afternoon at Oak
Grove Cemetery.

‘‘That’s what they mean to us,’’ Bill said.
‘‘And it’s what Darlene would have wanted.’’
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TRIBUTE TO MR. IRA JUNIOR
ANDERSON

HON. SAM GRAVES
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the courage and dedication of Mr.
Ira Junior Anderson.

Mr. Anderson is a Korean war veteran who
was recently recognized for his service and
issued the Bronze Star Medal. Mr. Anderson
will be honored on May 19, 2002 at Hardin-
Central High School where he will also be re-
ceiving his honorary high school diploma. I
feel honored to have Mr. Anderson living in
the Sixth Congressional District of Missouri.

Mr. Anderson’s family members and friends
should take pride in what he has done for this
country to keep it free and strong.

I commend Mr. Anderson for his courage
and dedication and for allowing so many peo-
ple to celebrate with him during this time. Mr.
Anderson and other veterans like him have
endured hardships and pain that most of us
will never know. I again thank Mr. Anderson
for his service and dedication to this great
country. He makes the sixth district and all
Americans very proud.
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HONORING MS. JANET C. WOLF ON
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE NATIONAL
PARK SERVICE

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, it is with im-
mense pride and accolade that I rise today to
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