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capable of building a long-range missile, and
has the motivation to launch a missile against
the United States, it has the capability and
motivation to build effective countermeasures
to any anti-ballistic missile defense system.

Furthermore, the difficulty in developing a
feasible ballistic missile defense system is not
getting complex hardware to work as intended.
It is that the defense system has to work
against an enemy who is trying to thwart the
system. Moreover, the attacking country can
do so with technology much simpler than the
technology needed for the defense system.
This means that the attacker has the advan-
tage, despite our technological edge.

A year long study was conducted, that ex-
amined, in detail, what countermeasures an
emerging missile state could take to defeat the
missile defense system the United States is
planning. The study showed that effective
countermeasures required technology much
less sophisticated than is needed to build a
long-range ballistic missile. In addition, a high-
level commission convened by Congress to
assess the ballistic missile threat to the United
States, noted that potential attackers could
build such bomblets.

I ask ‘‘how is it possible that this problem is
being ignored?’’ The Pentagon is balking on
how to proceed. It has divided the missile de-
fense problem into two parts: (1) getting the
system to work against missiles without real-
istic countermeasures and (2) getting the de-
fense to work against countermeasures. Few
doubt the first step could eventually be done.

The Defense Department has tested and re-
tested this ballistic missile defense system,
and each time results have not achieved their
desired intentions. But yet, the President
wants to continue funding this flawed policy. In
almost every case, post-test doubts have been
raised. Critics have charged that test results
over the past two decades have been exag-
gerated by false claims of success and prom-
ises of performance that later proved false.
Many tests were proven to have had their tar-
gets significantly enhanced to ensure the likeli-
hood of success. Furthermore, kinetic kill as a
concept for destroying long-range ballistic mis-
siles is even more problematic at this stage.

There is no empirical evidence to support
the contention that kinetic kill for ICBM de-
fense will work. Despite the prowess of Amer-
ican technology, there are no quick, cheap or
easy solutions in missile defense. Therefore,
we should allocate funds for more pressing
defense needs and spend our funds on sys-
tems that work and will enhance real security
for all Americans. To assume otherwise is to
base defense planning on wishful thinking. An
effective defense is based on preparing for
credible threats with workable systems. Not
funding systems that have failed in tests as
the Republicans have done in this bill.
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THE TANF REAUTHORIZATION

HON. ANÍBAL ACEVEDO-VILÁ
OF PUERTO RICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. ACEVEDO-VILÁ. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the children and families of Puerto
Rican and Hispanic families, I rise today to
urge my colleagues to vote in favor of the
Democratic proposal.

The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico has suc-
cessfully implemented TANF. We have met all
of the requirements of the Act. We have been
successful in reducing our welfare rolls from
55,000 to 21,000.

Puerto Rico has accomplished these goals
in an environment of high unemployment. Our
unemployment is double that of the mainland.
Yet, we still met all of the requirements of
TANF.

The Democratic substitute continues to re-
quire Puerto Rico to meet all of the same
mandates as the states. However, it author-
izes Puerto Rico to have access to the same
tools as the states. These programs include
mandatory daycare funding, supplemental
grants, and the contingency funds.

If the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is ex-
pected to succeed in meeting the require-
ments of TANF, we need access to the same
programs that states are provided. We are
dedicated to moving families from welfare to
work; we are dedicated to reducing our wel-
fare rolls. In order to do so, we need the tools
to implement these programs.

Anything short of the Democratic substitute
creates additional barriers limiting the ability of
Puerto Rican and Hispanic families to make a
successful transition from welfare to work.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to enter into
the record a letter from the Chair of the Na-
tional Hispanic Leadership Agenda endorsing
the principles I have just outlined.

Additionally, the National Conference of
State Legislators, a Non-partisan organization,
recently acknowledged that the circumstances
in Puerto Rico and the territories are unique
and need to be addressed. Voting in favor of
the Democratic substitute is a step in the right
direction.

Again, I urge my colleagues to vote for the
Democratic substitute to insure that no fami-
lies or children living under our flag are left
without the necessary tools to end the cycle of
poverty.

NATIONAL HISPANIC LEADERSHIP
AGENDA,

Washington, DC, May 6, 2002.
Hon. TOMMY G. THOMPSON,
Secretary, Department of Health and Human

Services, Washington, DC.
DEAR SECRETARY THOMPSON: On behalf of

the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda
(NHLA), a coalition of national Hispanic
civil rights and public policy organizations, I
would like to thank you for meeting with us
today and for your expressed interest in ad-
dressing funding disparities for federal pro-
grams in Puerto Rico. Your support and
leadership would significantly assist us in
our efforts to ensure the needy families and
children residing in Puerto Rico have equal
access to essential federal programs that are
currently underfunded.

All U.S. citizens should have equal access
to the tools necessary to exit poverty as
they move from welfare to work. Child care,
health care, and employment assistance are
critical supports that do not only ensure a
successful transition to self sufficiency, but
also guarantee the continued health and
well-being of vulnerable families. Regret-
fully, needy U.S. citizens residing in Puerto
Rico do not share in these benefits equitably.

Welfare spending on the Island stands at
$34.78 per poor person compared to the na-
tional average of $533.97. With funding limi-
tations on federal child care programs,
health insurance programs such as Medicaid,
SCHIP and Medicare, and Temporary Assist-
ance for Needy Families (TANF) the obsta-
cles to self-sufficiency are considerable in an

economy that already suffers from an unem-
ployment rate that is twice the national av-
erage and where the poverty rate is nearly 60
percent.

Given these realities, NHLA believes that
the following changes are required to address
funding disparities for Puerto Rico:

Removing barriers that exclude Puerto
Rico from the TANF Supplementary Grant
program and once barriers are removed ex-
clude Supplementary Grants from the cur-
rent TANF cap;

Removing IV–E Foster Care from the
TANF cap;

Removing barriers that exclude Puerto
Rico from the Child Care and Development
Fund—Mandatory Grant (93.596(a)) and ex-
clude from the cap the Child Care and Devel-
opment Fund—Matching Grant (93.596(b));

Reimbursing Puerto Rico for providing
Transitional Medical Assistance to TANF
leavers outside the Medicaid cap imposed on
the Island.

We urge you to support legislative pro-
posals that will address the current dispari-
ties in poverty assistance programs, and en-
sure that critical health care and self-suffi-
ciency programs are made available to the
U.S. citizens in Puerto Rico.

Low-income families deserve to have the
full commitment and assistance of our fed-
eral government, if they are to succeed in be-
coming self-sufficient—regardless of where
they may reside in America.

Sincerely,
MANUEL MIRABAL,

Chair.
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OF TEXAS
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Wednesday, May 15, 2002
Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-

gratulate Dr. Raymond Brauer, who will be
honored by The Houston Society of Plastic
Surgeons as its first recipient of the ‘‘Distin-
guished Plastic Surgeon Award’’ 2002. His
colleagues, friends and family will honor him
at the Society’s meeting being held on May
16, 2002, in Houston Texas.

The Houston Society of Plastic Surgeons
was established to promote high ideals of
plastic surgery and to improve scientific knowl-
edge in the field of plastic surgery. This orga-
nization is composed of practicing plastic sur-
geons of high moral standing, who exhibit a
certain level of professionalism and are ac-
tively engaged in the Greater Houston Metro-
politan Area for at least two years.

Born on March 3, 1916 in Fresno, Cali-
fornia, Dr. Brauer has dedicated his life to the
advancement of plastic surgical medicine. He
graduated from Pacific Union College in 1941
and obtained his medical degree in 1943 from
the College of Medical Evangelists in Los An-
geles. Dr. Brauer interned at Santa Clara
County Hospital in 1942 and soon after ful-
filled his residency training at the St. Francis
Hospital in 1944. Being a man of great convic-
tion and devotion to his country, Dr. Brauer
joined the Army in 1944, to fight in what has
been described as the greatest and most de-
structive war in history, World War II. More
than 17 million members of the armed forces
of the various countries perished during the
conflict. Upon completion of duty in 1948, Dr.
Brauer, relocated to Houston to begin a pri-
vate practice with a fellow plastic surgeon.
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In addition to all that he has done, Dr.

Brauer has received several appointments
with Baylor College of Medicine and the Uni-
versity of Texas. Throughout his long and dis-
tinguished career he has served on several
committees and boards, published many arti-
cles, and won numerous honors and awards.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Dr. Brauer on
his tireless efforts toward improving the plastic
surgery profession, his many achievements
and service to our country. Dr. Brauer is an in-
tegral part of the Houston community and has
made many strides in the field of medicine.
This honor reflects the widespread recognition
within the plastic surgery community of Dr.
Brauers’ important and diverse contributions to
the profession. His voice has been a powerful
one for those seeking self-enhancement, as
well as the professionals strive to improve
their patient’s quality of life.
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ELIAS AND ANDREA ARESE-ELIAS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO
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Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is a great
honor to be able to recognize an amazing
couple that resides in my district in Colorado.
Carlos Elias and Andrea Arese-Elias of Grand
Junction are amazing musicians who have
taken their passion to the highest level.
Through their hard work and dedication to per-
fection, they have achieved true excellence in
their fields—Carlos on the violin and Andrea
on the piano. In recognition of their talent and
commitment, the couple has recently had the
privilege of performing at Carnegie Hall.

Carlos and Andrea began their career in
their respective countries of El Salvador and
Argentina. Carlos studied the violin at the Na-
tional Center of the Arts in San Salvador, and
at the age of 16, became the youngest violin-
ist to enter the El Salvador Symphony Orches-
tra. In addition, in 1986 Carlos had the honor
of representing El Salvador in the World Phil-
harmonic Orchestra in Brazil. Carlos also
holds many degrees in violin performance and
artistry including a Master’s Degree from the
University of Cincinnati College Conservatory
of Music. Andrea began studying the piano at
the Musical Conservatory in Argentina. She
has been performing since the age of eleven
and has her Masters and PhD from the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati College Conservatory of
Music.

After performing all over the world, the cou-
ple has settled down to raise their family in
Grand Junction, Colorado, Carlos and Andrea
are valued members of Mesa State College
where Carlos is on the faculty of the Music
Department. Carlos is the Director of Strings
and the College Orchestra as well as Concert-
master of the Grand Junction Symphony Or-
chestra, providing his expertise and experi-
ence to the members of the orchestra. The
couple also plays another important and vital
role; they are the loving parents of two chil-
dren, Briana who is five, and Melissa who is
one and a half years old.

Mr. Speaker, I imagine the chance to play
Carnegie Hall is the dream of every musician
and I am proud that Carlos Elias and Andrea
Arese-Elias’s have had the opportunity to bask

in this honor. They truly deserve this great op-
portunity and it is their hard work and dedica-
tion to achieving the highest level of excel-
lence that I wish to bring to the attention of
this body of Congress, and nation. Congratula-
tions Andrea and Elias, and good luck in your
future endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO MASTER SERGEANT
RICHARD W. PETRONE

HON. NITA M. LOWEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
tribute to Master Sergeant Richard W.
Petrone, who retired from the New York Army
National Guard on September 30, 2001, with
more than thirty-one years of exemplary serv-
ice to our nation. It is my pleasure to honor
him here today.

Mr. Petrone has enjoyed a long career in
public service. He worked with New York Po-
lice Department for 23 years, and served in
the U.S. Army Reserve for more than two
years.

Among several positions at the National
Guard, Mr. Petrone served as Chief Training
Instructor at the 106th Regiment Headquarters
Regional Training Institute. There, he was in-
strumental in organizing and supervising sev-
eral outstanding programs, which garnered the
Institute several certificates of accreditation.
As Battalion Communications Chief with the
206 Corps Support Battalion, Master Sergeant
Petrone enacted programs to make the unit
act in a more coordinated and efficient fash-
ion. This contributed to a more effective com-
munications program throughout the com-
mand.

For his service, Mr. Petrone has received
several awards, including the Armed Forces
Reserve Medal, the National Defense Service
Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, the
Army Commendation Medal, the New York
State Military Commendation Medal, and the
New York State Medal for Humane Service.

For his commitment to his community, his
State, and his Country, it is my privilege to
congratulate Master Sergeant Richard W.
Petrone on this special occasion.
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OF INDIANA
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate a distinguished young lady for
attaining the Girl Scout Gold Award. Nicole
Love, the daughter of Diane Love, is a mem-
ber of Senior Girl Scout Troop #349 located in
Griffith, Indiana. She will receive this honor at
a Girl Scout Gold Award Ceremony on May
16, 2002 at The Center on the campus of Pur-
due University Calumet, in Hammond, Indiana.
This is the highest award in Girl Scouting and
it is earned when the girls are committed to
working towards the goals they set for them-
selves. I am honored to have the opportunity
to congratulate Nicole for her success, for I
know that she has grown during this pursuit.

Additionally, Nicole attained the Gold Award in
conjunction with her academic achievement at
Griffith High School. She will graduate this
June and plans to attend college.

Troop #349 is part of the Girl Scouts of the
Calumet Council, which serves girls in Whit-
ing, East Chicago, Hammond, Highland, Mun-
ster, Griffith, Schererville, St. John, and Dyer
in the State of Indiana and Lansing, Lynwood,
Calumet City, and Burnham in the State of Illi-
nois. The Council was charted in 1954 and
operates two program centers that serve over
5,700 adults and girls.

A special significance is attached to the title
of Girl Scout Gold Award, a significance that
accompanies a young woman throughout her
life. As she pursues endeavors in higher edu-
cation, business, industry and community
service, she carries with her the lofty goal of
success through leadership. To qualify for the
Gold Award, each Girl Scout has had to fulfill
rigorous requirements in the areas of leader-
ship, career interest and service. Upon com-
pleting the above requirements, a prospective
Gold Award candidate must find and complete
a project that fulfills a need in the community.
Nicole’s Gold Award Project involved coordi-
nating a sports weekend for Junior Girl Scouts
called ‘‘Sports n’ More’’ in October 2001. Over
3,500 Senior Girl Scouts design, implement,
and complete Gold Award projects each year.
Nicole can be very proud of the success that
she has achieved through hard work and dedi-
cation to serving her community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Nicole Love for her commendable
achievement. Her mother can be proud of her
daughter because it takes a great deal of te-
nacity and devotion to achieve such an illus-
trious award. This young lady has a promising
future ahead of her, which will undoubtedly in-
clude improving the quality of life in Indiana’s
First Congressional District.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
was unavoidably detained in my district on
May 14, 2002. Had I been present and voting,
I would have voted:

Yea on Rollcall # 161
Yea on Rollcall # 160
Yea on Rollcall # 159
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JAKE
SATTERWHITE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sol-
emn heart that I take this opportunity to honor
the life and memory of Jake Satterwhite of
Craig, Colorado. Jake was tragically taken
from us at the age of thirteen in a car accident
in August of 2001. Although he was very
young when he passed away, he touched
many lives in the Craig community during his
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