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LINDA AND GEORGE PERNO

NAMED KIWANIANS OF THE YEAR

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002
Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I rise to pay tribute to Linda and George
Perno who are being honored as Kiwanians of
the Year by the Kiwanis Club of Astoria/Long
Island City. Their contributions to the commu-
nity have touched many lives. It is a pleasure
to pay tribute to both of these illustrious com-
munity leaders.

Linda and George Perno started their busi-
ness, Lincole Lithograph, in 1975. True part-
ners in business and in life, they are both
deeply involved in community activities. Born
and raised in Astoria, Queens, Ms. Perno’s
passion for community service started when
she was an office volunteer at her son’s kin-
dergarten. Ms. Perno is a current Board Mem-
ber and Past President of the Astoria Civic As-
sociation. She also sits on its Scholarship
Committee, and Chairs the Judge Charles J.
Vallone Scholarship Dinner Dance which
draws over four hundred people annually.

Ms. Perno was recently voted President
Elect of Astoria Long Island City Kiwanis. She
has been a board member of Community
Board 1 for the past ten years, and is currently
the Chairperson of Education. She was also
appointed to the Board of Directors of
SHAREing & CAREing, a support group for
breast cancer survivors in western Queens,
and is the Chairperson of Fundraising. Ms.
Perno’s strength in education and youth made
her a partner in SHAREing & CAREing’s edu-
cational and youth outreach program. Ms.
Perno serves as President of the Broadway-
Astoria Merchants & Professionals Associa-
tion.

Mr. Perno also joined the fight against
breast cancer and provided his input in de-
signing all of SHAREing & CAREing’s printed
matter.

Mr. Perno is a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of Astoria Civic Association and is cur-
rently a Vice President. He is Sergeant-at-
Arms for the Astoria/Long Island City Kiwanis
and is a thirty-five year member and a past
Deputy Grand Knight of the Knights of Colum-
bus, Spellman & Colon Councils.

Mr. and Mrs. Perno are the proud parents of
two and the grandparents of three. In 2001,
they sponsored their grandson’s baseball team
for Elmjack Little League.

In recognition of these outstanding achieve-
ments, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Linda and George Perno as Kiwanians
of the Year. The Pernos’ dedication to our
community serves as a model of commitment
to us all.
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BOB STUMP NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2003

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES H. MALONEY
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2002

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under

consideration the bill (H.R. 4546) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2003 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense,
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for fiscal year
2003, and for other purposes:

Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Chair-
man, as a member of House Armed Services
Committee, I fully support H.R. 4546, the Bob
Stump National Defense Authorization Act,
which was passed by Committee on a bipar-
tisan vote of 57–1. This bill readies our military
for threats posed to our national security, now
and in the future. I would like to mention four
provisions that are particularly important to the
people of Connecticut.

First, from my work to provide clinics for vet-
erans in Waterbury and Danbury, I understand
the urgency in providing concurrent receipt for
disabled veterans. This bill contains a provi-
sion to authorize military retirees who are 60
percent or greater disabled to receive their full
retirement pay and disability compensation
benefit by fiscal year 2007. Through a transi-
tion program, military retirees will receive in-
creasing amounts of monthly compensation.
Transition payment levels will increase annu-
ally until fiscal year 2007, when all retirees
with a disability rating of 60 percent or greater
will receive their full retired and VA disability
pay. The concurrent receipt provision in this
legislation could not come soon enough for
the veterans of Connecticut.

Second, Connecticut does not currently
have a Civil Support Team. Section 1026 of
the Authorization contains language I offered
in Committee, which is consistent with my leg-
islation (H.R. 3154), to deploy National Guard
Civil Support Teams (CST) in each state and
territory. CSTs are federally funded assets
under state control. To date, Congress author-
ized only 32 Civil Support Teams. According
to a September 2001 GAO report entitled
Combating Terrorism, ‘‘The Department of De-
fense plans—and officials suggested—that
there eventually should be a team in each
state, territory, and the District of Columbia.’’
The war on terrorism makes this a matter of
utmost priority. The Civil Support Teams are
strategic assets, stationed at the operational
level, as an immediate response capability to
assist in the event of a weapons of mass de-
struction emergency. Since September 11,
2001, Civil Support Teams have responded to
more than 200 requests for support from civil
authorities for actual or potential weapons of
mass destruction incidents. Civil Support
Teams have also supported national events
including the World Series, Super Bowl and
the 2002 Winter Olympics. Section 1026 ex-
presses the sense of Congress that the Sec-
retary of Defense should establish 23 addi-
tional teams, so as to ensure there is one in
each state and territory of the United States.
Having one of these critical teams in Con-
necticut will provide a high degree of pre-
paredness and improve the ability of first re-
sponders to act in times of crisis.

Third, the bill contains $56.5 billion in crucial
funding for military research and development,
$649 million more than the President’s re-
quest. Outstanding research companies in the
5th District carry out a number of these impor-
tant programs. Just one example is the new
U.S. Army equipment being developed to take
advantage of a wide range of battery tech-
nology advancements. The bill contains $2
million for rechargeable bipolar wafer-cell

Nickel Metal Hydride (NiMH) replacement bat-
teries for the SINGCARS radio system, as well
as for the service’s fleet of trucks and armored
vehicles. This cutting edge battery technology
as well as other advanced technology is being
developed in Danbury, CT.

Fourth, I am proud to stand in support of
this bill as it has $10 billion to improve military
construction and housing. This funding is ur-
gently needed to address the conditions under
which we force our fighting men and women
to reside. If we want to improve readiness we
must improve the living conditions of the men
and women of the armed services. I have re-
ceived many letters from constituents over the
state of military quarters. Let me quote just
one example from Lieutenant Sapiro, a Con-
necticut Police Officer who has been called up
for active duty as part of Operation Noble
Eagle . . .

‘‘We are now in our third month of living in
quarters that were slated for demolition. The
condition of our quarters is relative and varies
unit to unit. There may or may not be a mold
spore problem in some of our quarters. We
cannot get a definitive answer and members
of our families at home are concerned for our
welfare. In my section alone, I have had ser-
geants report back from sick call with bron-
chial pneumonia, bronchitis and chronic sinus
and respiratory distress which developed and
persists since their arrival here at Fort Leon-
ard Wood. . . . Several of the sergeants I write
about are New York City Police Officers who
have lost friends at the World Trade Center.’’

The problem of cramped and unsanitary liv-
ing conditions cannot be ignored. We ask so
much of our troops, like this Lieutenant from
Shelton, CT. That is why I support this bill,
which increases funding for military construc-
tion, including troop housing, by $500 million
above the President’s budget.

As proud as I am of the readiness provi-
sions in this bill, there are sections of the leg-
islation, which deeply concern me. Specifi-
cally, I object to sections 311 and 312, in re-
gard to which I joined Congressman RAHALL in
offering an amendment to strike those sec-
tions, which provide exemptions to the Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act and the Endangered Spe-
cies Act for the Department of Defense. The
Endangered Species Act requires, with limited
exceptions, the designation of critical habitat
for all endangered or threatened species. Fed-
eral agencies are required to consult with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in order to
avoid actions that destroy or adversely modify
critical habitat. Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act already provides an exemption for
any agency action for reasons of national se-
curity. According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Secretary of Defense has never
sought an exemption. A blanket legislative ex-
emption to the designation of military lands as
critical habitat for endangered species is not
needed. Similarly, section 311, the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act, allows for administrative flexi-
bility in regard to the incidental taking of mi-
gratory birds, including reference to military
training activities. It is regrettable that we did
not have the opportunity to debate this issue
on the floor.

Despite my concern with these particular
environmental exemption provisions, I support
the bill as a whole. The $383.4 billion legisla-
tion authorizes an approximately $40 billion in
funding increase from fiscal year 2002. The
bill prioritizes the welfare of our troops by au-
thorizing $20 billion for military health care.
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$7.3 billion is directed to combat terrorism.
The bill raises force end strength and provides
for a 4.1 percent pay raise for our troops. Alto-
gether, the bill addresses a range of defense
programs that serve our national interest,
some of which have particular relevance to
Connecticut. It provides for much needed
equipment and force modernization. For ex-
ample, 39 Black Hawk type variant helicopters
are authorized, 12 above the President’s
budget. These helicopters are crucial to meet-
ing our strategic requirements: from helping
our troops in the mountains of Afghanistan to
performing a medical emergency evacuation
here at home. So, for these reasons I com-
mend the legislation to my colleagues and
look forward to its passage.
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IN HONOR OF STEPHEN
ROPFOGEL, RECIPIENT OF THE
2002 NEWS-PRESS MAN OF
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Stephen Ropfogel, who will re-
ceive the 2002 Man of Achievement Award at
the 35th annual News-Press Achievements
Awards at the Alex Theatre in Glendale, Cali-
fornia on May 15, 2002. Each year, this award
is given to a volunteer who demonstrates ex-
traordinary commitment and dedication to
community service.

Stephen Ropfogel was nominated by the
Glendale Association for the Retarded, where
he has served as President and Treasurer on
the Board of Directors for the past four years.
He has been vital in educating the community
about people with disabilities and in creating
new ideas for fund-raisers for the association.
His ‘‘Summer in the City’’ fundraising program,
conducted in partnership with local res-
taurants, is one example of his dedication as
an innovative fund-raiser. He also was instru-
mental in implementing a jewelry-making ven-
ture by clients at the association’s Self-Aid
Workshop.

For the past five years, he has served on
the Glendale Safe Place Executive Com-
mittee, which now provides 22 safe locations
for youngsters to go if they are victims of child
abuse or facing other dangers. He has also
coordinated efforts between the Glendale Sun-
rise Rotary Club and Los Angeles County
Medical Alliance for the awareness program
‘‘Not Even For A Minute,’’ which reminds par-
ents of the dangers of leaving youngsters un-
attended in a vehicle. Stephen is also credited
with helping to save the annual Days of the
Verdugos Parade, a terrific community parade
honoring Glendale’s heritage and an event in
which I have been privileged to take part.

For his commitment to making Glendale a
better and more caring community that treats
people with disabilities with compassion and
dignity, I ask all Members of Congress to join
me in congratulating Stephen Ropfogel upon
receiving the 2002 Man of Achievement
Award.

TRIBUTE TO DR. GERALD E.
WRIGHT

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Gerald E. Wright of Den-
mark, South Carolina; a man who has dedi-
cated his life to improving the educational op-
portunities and pursuits of young people in his
community. For over thirty-five years, Dr.
Wright has served the young people of his
community and the State of South Carolina
through his roles as a mentor, a teacher, and
a superintendent.

Dr. Gerald E. Wright began his quest for
higher education at Morehouse College, where
he received a degree in Mathematics. He ma-
triculated at South Carolina State College
where he earned masters and Doctorate de-
grees in Education.

Dr. Wright began his career in education as
a Mathematics Instructor at Voorhees College
in 1965. He later held numerous positions,
that included Federal Projects Coordinator,
and Director of Support Programs for Den-
mark-Olar School District Two.

In 1992, Dr. Wright became Superintendent
of Denmark-Olar School District Two in Bam-
berg County, which is currently in my Con-
gressional district. It was as Superintendent
that he made some of his most indelible
marks on the school system. His accomplish-
ments include: the establishment of a JROTC
Unit at Denmark-Olar High School, the initi-
ation of block scheduling, the improvement of
parent education through the PEP STEP Pro-
gram, and the addition of a Coordinator of
Student Services, among many others.

He hired additional staff and teachers
through Title I funds which included a School-
to-Work Coordinator. He reinstated the music
program, and reorganized the Gifted and Tal-
ented Program. Dr. Wright also implemented
‘‘community involvement night’’ giving parents
and members of the community a forum to
discuss pertinent issues affecting the school.
Because of Dr. Wright’s initiatives, High school
students in his school district have had the op-
portunity to receive educational experiences in
a more conducive environment. Dr. Wright is
currently contributing to his community as an
Instructor of Mathematics at Denmark Tech-
nical College.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in honoring Dr. Gerald E.
Wright, a man who deserves recognition for
his role in improving the educational system of
Bamberg County and South Carolina. I com-
mend him on his dedication to others, and
wish him Good Luck and Godspeed.
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TRIBUTE TO THE DEFENSE
SUPPLY CENTER RICHMOND

HON. J. RANDY FORBES
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to
represent many of the men and women who
serve at the Defense Supply Center Rich-
mond. They perform duties that are absolutely

essential to the smooth operations of our
armed forces, though they may seem
unglamorous to a nation that considers the tel-
evision show JAG to be a peek into the life of
the average servicemember.

And, they perform these duties with great
pride in their work—an ethic that is evident in
their most recent accomplishment.

These men and women have recently been
chosen to receive a 2002 Commander-in-
Chief’s Annual Award for Installation Excel-
lence. They are only one of five commands to
achieve this distinction for their exemplary
support of the Department of Defense mission.
The Center received this award several times
during the last decade—1991, 1993, 1994,
and 1997—an unprecedented record. But, par-
ticularly now, as men and women in uniform
are fighting a war overseas and our national
defense at home is on alert, honoring their
support of the DOD mission takes on new
meaning.

On behalf of all the citizens of Virginia’s
Fourth District, I wish to thank the men and
women of the Defense Supply Center Rich-
mond for their dedication to duty, their quiet
dignity, and their ceaseless quest for excel-
lence in their daily labors.
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TRIBUTE TO MR. THOMAS JOSEPH
NYMAN

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate and recognize Mr. Thomas Jo-
seph Nyman of Abington, Pennsylvania. For
30 years Mr. Nyman has taught Social Studies
at Abington High School. I recognize him
today as he is retiring at the conclusion of the
2001–2002 school year.

Throughout his career, Tom is a pillar in his
community and has played an active role in
improving his surroundings and bettering the
students he taught.

Tom honorably served his country as a ser-
geant in the United States Air Force where he
served on active duty from 1964–1968 as an
intelligence analyst. After returning home, Tom
received both a bachelor’s degree and a mas-
ter’s degree in Education from West Chester
University. He then went on to earn a Master
of Arts from Villanova University.

Active in his community through the Amer-
ican Red Cross where he has been a volun-
teer instructor since 1961, Tom also served
with the Plymouth Community Ambulance
from 1971–1979. He was a coach for his chil-
dren’s teams in the Glenside Youth Athletic
Club and served in various parish ministries
for St. Luke’s Church in Glenside, Pennsyl-
vania. He volunteered in the Abington Com-
munity Handicapped Swim program from
1990–1995. He is active in Citizen’s and Po-
lice Together (CAPT), serving as the Co-Chair
of the 24-Hour Relay Challenges in 1994 and
1995. Tom is also a volunteer instructor with
the Brigantine, New Jersey Community USLA
Junior Lifeguard program.

Tom is the recipient of many awards includ-
ing the American Red Cross honor for 4,500
hours of volunteer service, the Abington Town-
ship Community Service Award, the Pennsyl-
vania Community Crime Prevention Award,
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