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were injured, and they took up the rifles of
those who had fallen.

In World War I, women were, for the first
time, allowed to enlist. More than 30,000 did
so, a third of them served overseas. Since
then, women of all generations have served in
wars and conflicts far from their homes and
families.

Discrimination in the military is an insult to
the memory of those women who died in serv-
ice to their country and a grave injury to those
who currently serve. These women, who have
helped foster freedom in nations on whose soil
their blood has been shed, are owed the cer-
tainty that the military does not see them for
their gender but rather for their courage and
commitment to the ideals embraced by all of
its military personnel.

During the Gulf War, helicopter pilot Major
Marie Rossi, now buried in Section 8 of Arling-
ton National Cemetery, offered her thoughts
on the work of women in the military, ‘‘It’s our
jobs, you know. There was nothing peculiar
about us being women. We’re just the people
called upon to do it.’’

The more than 300,000 women currently
serving in our military would tell you the same.
The House of Representatives should have
seized the opportunity to tell our military
women that we agree: their contributions and
sacrifices are deeply appreciated by their na-
tion. The military must not treat them as sec-
ond-class citizens.
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IN HONOR OF VIVIAN BECKER

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2002

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Vivian Becker on the occasion of her
retirement from the Pratt Area Community
Council (PACC).

In 1989, Vivian Becker was appointed Exec-
utive Director of PACC—then a 25-year-old
three-employee community organization dedi-
cated to improving the community. Today,
under Vivian’s leadership PACC now stands
out as a leading community-based organiza-
tion with a revenue stream of $3 million a year
as well as a full-time staff of more than thirty
people and a host of community volunteers
and intems. PACC has not just grown; it has
flourished through Vivian’s hard work, dedica-
tion, and fine leadership.

Vivian saw the tremendous potential in
PACC and in the community and has done an
outstanding job in using both to their mutual
advantage. Through tenant and community or-
ganizing, Vivian and PACC have helped resi-
dents in the traditionally low and moderate-in-
come communities of Fort-Greene, Clinton
Hill, and Bedford Stuyvesant to achieve self-
sufficiency, develop a sense of community,
and attain overall neighborhood revitalization.
They have also overseen the development of
more than 50 buildings, which created more
than 500 units of affordable housing for fami-
lies in need.

Moreover, under Vivian’s leadership, PACC
has addressed community issues by solving
community problems. Vacant lots were turned
into community gardens, blocks that were not
organized, were organized and the problem of
homelessness became a top priority. In addi-

tion, PACC has offered tenant and home-
owner services as well as community eco-
nomic development assistance.

Mr. Speaker, Vivian Becker has spent the
past thirteen years turning a small community
organization into a powerful force that has im-
proved the quality of life for everyone within
their catchment area. She is a hard-working
dedicated leader who has left an extraordinary
legacy in Brooklyn. As such, she is more than
worthy of receiving this recognition and I urge
my colleagues to join me in honoring this truly
outstanding community builder.
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TRIBUTE TO THOMAS CHESTNUT,
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRA-
TION ARIZONA BUSINESS PER-
SON OF THE YEAR

HON. JIM KOLBE
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2002

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the achievements of Thomas Chestnut,
a resident of Tucson, Arizona. Recently, Tom
was named Small Business Person of the
Year for the State of Arizona by the U.S.
Small Business Administration.

Tom formed Chestnut Construction in 1990,
starting with three employees. That year, the
company had $886,000 in revenue. Today,
Chestnut Construction is one of the largest
and most respected general commercial con-
tracting firms in southern Arizona, with 44 em-
ployees and more than $55 million in revenue.

Tom believes in commitment and loyalty to
his staff, clients, subcontractors, and vendors.
The majority of Tom’s employees hired in the
first few years of business are with the com-
pany today. His first contracted client is still
one of Tom’s most valuable customers.

As his company has profited, Tom has
added more benefits for his employees.
Today, Chestnut Construction provides its em-
ployees with healthcare, life and disability in-
surance, profit sharing, vacation, and bonuses
that are uncommon in the construction indus-
try or many other small businesses. Benefits
even include the free use of a company-
owned cabin.

Beyond treating its own employees very
well, Chestnut Construction gets top marks for
a hands-on approach in the performance of
construction projects. Outsiders see that the
company has a team attitude in their accom-
plishments.

Tom’s philosophy is to work with the sub-
contractors and vendors, treat them well, pay
them on time and build loyalty. It has resulted
in a reputation of being fair and equitable in all
aspects of his business. About 85 percent of
Chestnut’s work comes from repeat clients,
and almost all advertising is word of mouth.

The concept of building a better community
has double meaning for this construction com-
pany. Tom strongly urges employees to get in-
volved in the community. Last year, donations
to charitable organizations in cash, in-kind
contributions and donated labor were above
$60,000.

Since 1996, Chestnut Construction has won
10 awards in southern Arizona, including such
categories as general contractor of the year,
community service, and best place to work.
Tom’s philosophy has resulted in his being

elected the founding chairman of the Arizona
Builders’ Alliance and the only general con-
tractor ever honored with three Cornerstone
Awards, which signify teamwork, quality of
product, on-time delivery and dedication to the
community.

I congratulate Thomas Chestnut on his
Small Business Person of the Year award,
and I applaud his hard work, his steadfast
dedication to his profession and commitment
to his community.
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YUCCA MOUNTAIN REPOSITORY
SITE APPROVAL ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, nuclear
power has a role to play in our nation’s energy
policy. Our government must fulfill its obliga-
tion to store radioactive waste. The transpor-
tation and security concerns associated with
Yucca Mountain can be overcome. However,
by allowing this project to proceed, we do
nothing to address the ongoing production of
more nuclear waste.

I cannot support this resolution without a na-
tional policy to reduce additional nuclear
waste. Forty years of nuclear power produc-
tion in the United States has left a disturbing
legacy—45,000 tons of radioactive waste
stored in more than 70 communities. While
this resolution recognizes the need for Yucca
Mountain to store old waste, it does nothing to
address the new waste currently being pro-
duced. With new waste being produced every
day, Yucca Mountain will be full even before
it opens. Today’s debate should be about the
future of nuclear energy and how we deal with
its toxic debris.

Congress and the nuclear power industry
must join together in an effort to reduce, recy-
cle and minimize nuclear waste production.
Unless our nation accepts the very real envi-
ronmental and economic costs of nuclear en-
ergy, coal and oil, we will continue to perpet-
uate our addiction to unsustainable sources of
energy. My constituents have expressed their
frustration at our collective failure to take re-
sponsibility for our nation’s nuclear energy pol-
icy. My vote is their voice on this issue. We
must look comprehensively at our future en-
ergy policy and develop long-term, sustainable
energy sources.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF FORT
WORDEN

HON. NORMAN D. DICKS
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2002

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, this weekend we
are celebrating the Centennial of Fort Worden
in Port Townsend, Washington, and I would
like to take this opportunity to mark this occa-
sion here in the House of Representatives.
Fort Worden is a wonderful piece of our na-
tion’s history, first established on May 14,
1902 as part of a series of installations de-
signed to provide protection along Puget
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Sound waters for the important naval Shipyard
in Bremerton. It was named for Admiral John
L. Worden, who was the commander of the
battleship Monitor in the famous Civil War bat-
tle with the Confederate ship Merrimac. The
Fort was later designated as the headquarters
for the harbor defenses for Puget Sound, and
it was fortified with heavy gun batteries and
defensive structures. During World War II, the
Fort served as home to the Army’s 14th Coast
Artillery Regiment and the Washington Na-
tional Guard’s 248th Regiment.

Fort Worden’s military role diminished in the
1940’s, and it was decommissioned as an ac-
tive military post in 1953, though various lim-
ited Navy and Army functions continued for
some years after. It later served as home to
a Treatment Center for juvenile delinquents,
operated by the State of Washington, before it
was finally acquired by the State and turned
into a State Park in 1973. The old Fort build-
ings have been transformed into a Conference
Center, and the site offers ample opportunity
for recreation and camping. Having been listed
on the National Register of Historic Places, it
now serves as one of the most picturesque
and stately locations in the State of Wash-
ington. In fact, I am sure many of my col-
leagues can recall the views of the Fort’s clas-
sic old white buildings in the feature movie
‘‘An Officer and a Gentleman,’’ as Fort
Worden served as the film’s backdrop in 1981.

Today, Fort Worden remains a gathering
place for people from across the Pacific North-
west to come for educational, cultural and arts
programs, as well as recreational activities. It
is a link to our past; a reminder of the state’s
very early role in the defense of our nation. I
am proud that Fort Worden will be a partner
with the Library of Congress on the Veterans
History Project, honoring America’s war vet-
erans. And I am proud that so much of the
military history of the Fort has been preserved,
including the Commanding Officers Quarters
Museum and the Pacific Coast Artillery Mu-
seum.

On the 100th Birthday of Fort Worden, I be-
lieve it is appropriate,

Mr. Speaker, to recognize the historical sig-
nificance of this facility and its ongoing role in
the Pacific Northwest.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2002

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
131, I was unavoidably detained with other
matters. Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘yes.’’
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EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
CONGRESS REGARDING THE
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL
COURT

HON. RON PAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2002

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to intro-
duce a bill Expressing the Sense of the Con-

gress regarding the International Criminal
Court.

On Monday, May 6, President George W.
Bush directed his representative to inform
United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan
that the United States ‘‘does not intend to be-
come a party to the treaty [the Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court (ICC)].’’
President Bush is to be highly commended for
renouncing the U.S. signature on the ICC trea-
ty, a bold first step toward protecting American
servicemembers and citizens from the possi-
bility of unwarranted and politically-motivated
persecutions.

By taking this action, President Bush has
put the international community on notice that
the United States will defend its sovereignty
and citizens from this global court. The Bush
Administration correctly pointed out that the
ICC has unchecked power that contradicts our
Constitution and its system of checks and bal-
ances; that the Court is ‘‘open for exploitation
and politically-motivated prosecutions;’’ and
that ‘‘the ICC asserts jurisdiction over citizens
of states that have not ratified the treaty’’—
which seriously threatens American sov-
ereignty.

I applaud President Bush in making it per-
fectly clear that the United States wants no
part of the ICC. He faced enormous pressure
from the international community to do other-
wise, yet he did the right thing.

But this is only a first step. As Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld stated this week,
upon our renunciation of the ICC: ‘‘Unfortu-
nately, the ICC will not respect the U.S. deci-
sion to stay out of the treaty. To the contrary,
the ICC provisions claim the authority to de-
tain and try American citizens—U.S. soldiers,
sailors, airmen and Marines, as well as current
and future officials—even though the United
States has not given its consent to be bound
by the treaty.’’ Secretary Rumsfeld added,
‘‘When the ICC treaty enters into force this
summer, U.S. citizens will be exposed to the
risk of prosecution by a court that is unac-
countable to the American people, and that
has no obligation to respect the Constitutional
rights of our citizens.’’

Undersecretary of State Marc Grossman,
explaining the president’s decision to withdraw
from the ICC, made the following critical point:
‘‘Notwithstanding our disagreements with the
Rome Treaty, the United States respects the
decision of those nations who have chosen to
join the ICC, but they in turn must respect our
decision not to join the ICC or place our citi-
zens under the jurisdiction of the court.’’ There
is no indication that Undersecretary Gross-
man’s message has been received.

Therefore, this legislation makes it clear that
Congress should take all steps necessary to
grant appropriate authority to the president to
defend the American people—servicemember
and citizen alike—from the threat of arrest,
prosecution and conviction by the International
Criminal Court.

I am introducing this legislation to also to
commend President Bush for his courageous
move, to assure the president that this body
supports his action to protect the Constitution
and American sovereignty. We have all taken
an oath to protect and defend the Constitution,
and we should stand with the president.

I rise, finally, to encourage the president to
remain steadfast in his intention of protecting
American servicemembers and citizens from
the unchecked power of the International

Criminal Court. This is only the beginning,
however, there is much more to be done.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB RILEY
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2002

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably
detained for rollcall No. 127, H.R. 2911, Des-
ignating the Federal Building located at 5100
Paint Branch Parkway in College Park, Mary-
land, as the Harvey W. Wiley Federal Building
on ordering the previous question on H. Res.
404. Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yea.’’

I was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 128, H. Con. Res. 271, Expressing the
Sense of Congress Supporting the National
Importance of Health Care Coverage Month.
Had I been present, I would have enthusiasti-
cally voted ‘‘yea.’’

I was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 129, On Ordering the Previous Question
on H. Res. 414, Providing for the disposition
of H. J. Res. 84, Disapproval of the Actions
taken by the President Under Sec. 203 of the
Trade Act. Had I been present, I would have
enthusiastically voted ‘‘yea.’’

I was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 130, on H. Res. 414, Providing for the dis-
position of H. J. Res. 84, Disapproval of the
Actions taken by the President Under Sec,
203 of the Trade Act. Had I been present, I
would have enthusiastically voted ‘‘yea.’’

I was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 131, on Agreeing to the Senate Amend-
ments on H.R. 3525, the Enhanced Border
Security and Visa Entry Reform Act. Had I
been present, I would have enthusiastically
voted ‘‘yea.’’

I was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 132, H.J. Res. 87, On Consideration of
the Resolution, the Yucca Mountain Reposi-
tory Site Approval Act. Had I been present, I
would have enthusiastically voted ‘‘yea.’’

I was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 133, H.J. Res. 87, the Yucca Mountain
Repository Site Approval Act. Had I been
present, I would have enthusiastically voted
‘‘yea.’’
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CONGRATULATING THE MEN AND
WOMEN OF VALLEY BRONZE
AND STEWART SPRINGS, LTD.

HON. GREG WALDEN
OF OREGON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2002

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to offer my congratulations to the men
and women of Valley Bronze and Stewart
Springs, Ltd. for their success in receiving the
contract to adorn the World War II monument
on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. Val-
ley Bronze is a foundry located in Joseph, Or-
egon in Wallowa County in my congressional
district, a pristine sliver of the United States
whose citizens live and breathe the heritage of
the American West.

The successful bid award to participate in
the construction of the World War II memorial
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