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served on the Sacramento Transportation Au-
thority, Sacramento Regional County Sanita-
tion District, and the Sacramento Metropolitan
Fire District. In 1998, then Governor Pete Wil-
son appointed him to the Commission on
Local Governance for the 21st Century. From
naming a blue-ribbon panel to improve school
test scores, to championing economic devel-
opment issues and working to bring con-
sensus to regional transportation issues, his
mark on the community is clear.

As Councilman Raney steps down from the
city council to pursue professional goals and
commit more time to his growing family in their
new home, he does so as more than a former
councilman. He will be remembered as one of
the founders of the City of Citrus Heights, and
as a solid example of a true public servant.
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HONORING THE WOODMERE SIS-
TERHOOD OF CONGREGATION
SONS OF ISRAEL

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002
Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise in honor of the past, present and fu-
ture female congregants of Congregation Sons
of Israel—Woodmere Synagogue.

For over 70 years, the Woodmere Sister-
hood organization has promoted ideals that lie
not only at the core of Judaism, but at the
core of humanity. Their involvement on Long
Island has affected individuals on many levels.
Hundreds of women have dedicated them-
selves to bettering our community and on
June 2, members of the Congregation will
honor the Sisterhood at the annual Journal
Dinner Dance.

These women led other congregants in per-
petuating the rich heritage of the Jewish peo-
ple through a variety of community outreach
programs. These included trips to various mu-
seums, ‘‘Lunch and Learn’’ Sabbaths,
screenings of pertinent films and lecture se-
ries.

They established and maintained a Judaic
library and Video Center for the use of the
congregation and Hebrew School. They also
created several scholarship funds. One offers
teens the opportunity to spend a summer in
Israel; one offers partial tuition to the Hebrew
High School; one offers needy children partial
tuition to the Morgenstern Hebrew School; and
one subsidizes camp tuition. They also have a
Torah Fund for the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary in New York City.

The Sisterhood plays a crucial role in cer-
tain day-to-day operations of the Synagogue.
Their participation in the local community var-
ies from providing new floral arrangements for
the sanctuary every Sabbath to gift-giving on
special occasions: Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, wed-
dings and births. The Sisterhood was also in-
strumental in hosting Bat Mitzvah classes for
adult women in the congregation.

The Sisterhood is involved in International
matters, especially those concerning Israel.
The current situation has greatly affected all
members of Congregation Sons of Israel-
Woodmere. The Sisterhood just concluded a
fund raising drive to purchase an armored
school van for an Israeli school.

The list of the Sisterhood’s accomplish-
ments and contributions is endless. Today I

rise in recognition of the countless women
who have contributed to this effort, in par-
ticular the following past Sisterhood presi-
dents:

Florence Behrens, Rosetta Sokoloff, Jea-
nette Kirshenbaum, Roslyn Mayer, Gertrude
Wicksel, Ann Studner, Mildred Kreiss, Ger-
trude Leinwand, Mollie Lewitt, Rose Lewis,
Sherle Gross, Dorothy Feldman, Charlotte
Koss, Dorothy Kimmel, Bertha Snyder,
Blanche Finkel, Lila Goldman, Anne Selier,
Barbara Semel, Arline Slepoy, Edna
Ritzenberg, Muriel Liebowitz, Rosalie
Bachana, Karen Boxer, Joan Mann, Shirley
Fisher, Audrey Liberstein, Leslie Aronin, Teri
Stein, and Liane Feuer.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB GOODLATTE
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 128, I was inadvertently detained. Had I
been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’
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IN PRAISE OF THE BUSH ADMINIS-
TRATION’S SUPPORT OF OUR
2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS TO
KEEP AND BEAR ARMS

HON. RONNIE SHOWS
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
offer my praise to President Bush for declaring
that the Second Amendment protects an indi-
vidual’s right to possess a firearm and is not
tied to the maintenance of state militias.

On Monday, Solicitor General Theodore
Olsen made the Bush Administration’s position
clear when he filed briefs in the Supreme
Court on two cases that are under review. In
short, it is the Administration’s position that the
Second Amendment grants an individual the
right to keep and bear arms.

I am pleased that the Bush Administration
has recognized that the Constitution protects
individual rights to keep and bear arms. But
we must always remain vigilant against efforts
to strip us of our rights. As a member of the
National Rifle Association, I vigorously oppose
any gun control efforts that violate our Con-
stitutional rights, such as national registration
of law-abiding gun owners or misguided law
suits against gun manufacturers.

Some people believe that enacting new
laws against guns will prevent school violence
or crimes committed with guns. It is easy for
them to equate gun violence with the need for
greater gun control, but this is a complex
problem with many factors contributing to it,
not just guns. We should stop looking for
scapegoats. Simply enacting more gun control
laws on top of the many already in place does
not begin to address this problem.

Again, I applaud President Bush for taking a
strong stand in favor of our constitutional right
to keep and bear arms.

IN HONOR OF DR. MARTY PLAX

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Marty Plax, for his 26 years of serv-
ice as Director of The American Jewish Com-
mittee’s Cleveland Chapter. His tenure as
Area Director was characterized by integrity,
character, and intelligence.

Marty Plax’s academic background made
him an ideal candidate to serve as director of
the committee. After receiving an under-
graduate degree from Washington University
in 1963, he went on to the State University of
New York at Buffalo where he earned a Mas-
ters Degree and Ph.D. in Political Science. Dr.
Plax then embarked on a highly distinguished
academic career, which included lecturing and
holding professional positions at a number of
major universities. In addition, Dr. Plax shared
his expertise as the Visiting Scholar at the He-
brew Union College in Los Angeles and
served as Adjunct Associate Professor at
Cleveland State University since 1979.

Moreover, Dr. Plax is a man with a strong
social conscience, who used his academic
training to assist him in community involve-
ment. He is a prolific social writer who has
published several books, numerous articles,
and countless ‘‘Letters to the Editor.’’ How-
ever, his writings were only one aspect of his
community work. He can be best described as
a ‘‘Contemplative in Action.’’ A leader in Com-
munity Conflict Resolution, he has been in-
volved with mediation since 1968, served as
Chairman of the Ohio Boxing Commission, as
a member of the Community Relations Com-
mittee for The Cleveland Orchestra, and on
the State Advisory Committee of the U.S. Civil
Rights Commission.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rising to
honor this truly remarkable individual for his
distinguished years of service to Cleveland,
the United States, and the world.
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REMARKS BY BILL WEBB, EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR OF THE CON-
GRESSIONAL FIRE SERVICES IN-
STITUTE

HON. CURT WELDON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to enclose in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD the remarks of Bill Webb, Executive
Director of the Congressional Fire Services In-
stitute, during a ceremony honoring one of our
colleagues, NICK SMITH of Michigan, for his
support of our Nation’s fire and emergency
service personnel.

Good afternoon. My name is Bill Webb, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Congressional Fire
Services Institute. Established as a non-
profit, nonpartisan policy institute, CFSI
serves a unique role in Washington, DC edu-
cating Congress about the needs and chal-
lenges of our Nation’s fire and emergency
services . . . not the needs of one particular
facet such as the career or volunteer fire
service or the chiefs, but all fire and emer-
gency services providers.
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Each day, we work with a select group of

members—allied members so to speak—who
understand the cooperative roles of our Na-
tion’s fire service and the Federal Govern-
ment in protecting our communities. They
represent both sides of the political aisle.
Our efforts are geared towards developing
legislation and influencing Federal policies
for the betterment of public safety.

Today, we are honoring a true champion of
our Nation’s fire and emergency services,
Congressman Nick Smith. While Congress-
man Smith represents the 7th district of
Michigan, his contributions to public safety
go way beyond his Congressional district,
impacting the readiness of over 26,000 fire de-
partments, nationwide.

The fire service is greatly indebted to this
individual for championing many of our
causes. For instance, two years ago, Con-
gress authorized for the first time a major
grant program specifically for local fire and
emergency services departments. This year,
the Assistance to Firefighters Grant pro-
gram was funded at $360 million. It was
through the efforts of Congressman Smith
and a select group of colleagues that this
program became a reality, enabling thou-
sands of departments to receive funding to
help reduce the threat of fire and other dan-
gers within their local jurisdictions.

Operating a fire department is not an easy
task. Nor is getting Federal programs estab-
lished. The grant program was no exception.
I’ll never forget a meeting I attended two
years ago in a Congressional office regarding
this program. A number of Congressmen and
women were meeting with the OMB Director
to express their frustration with the budget
proposal which failed to include funding for
this program. One of the most vocal mem-
bers at the meeting was Congressman Smith,
who was not shy about expressing his frus-
tration over the lack of funding. Two days
later, the OMB Director had a change of
heart and placed $100 million in the budget
for this grant program. Everyone at the
meeting would agree who made the dif-
ference for the fire service that day.

And before this program, Congressman
Smith was working to revitalize the mission
of the United States Fire Administration. In
1999, a blue ribbon panel charged with re-
viewing the mission of the Fire Administra-
tion issued a report questioning, among
other things, an apparent lack of leadership
within the Administration. The report in-
cluded 34 recommendations for improve-
ment.

Much of the problem had to do with a lack
of funding—badly needed funding for re-
search, education and training. As Chair of
the Basic Research Subcommittee, which has
oversight of USFA, Congressman Smith was
able to significantly increase the funding au-
thorization, enabling Congress to infuse a fi-
nancial dose of medicine into the staggering
agency.

That same year, I had the honor of attend-
ing the National Fallen Firefighters Memo-
rial Service in Emittsburg, Maryland, an an-
nual event honoring the sacrifices of those
firefighters who fell in the line of duty that
year. Congressman Smith delivered the spe-
cial address. I don’t remember any particular
thing he said; but what I do recall is that he
didn’t read from a prepared script, but rather
spoke from the heart. You could easily sense
Nick Smith’s admiration and respect for all
first responders.

Congressman Smith is an individual of
great character, a man who is truly dedi-
cated to supporting our Nation’s fire and
emergency services. The events of September
11th have made all of us work a little harder
to ensure we are ready for the next attack.
In the case of Nick Smith, it has become a
passion, an unrelenting mission for which we
should all be grateful.

I have just shared with you my observation
of Nick Smith in Washington. Now it is my
pleasure to turn the microphone over to
Chief Victor Hilbert, of the Delta Township
Fire Department who will offer some in-
sights into how the Congressman’s work has
benefited public safety in his own Congres-
sional district.
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TRIBUTE TO THE WILKERSON
CHAPEL

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Wilkerson Chapel and the
anniversary of its 140 years of service to the
community of Collinsville, Illinois.

The people of the Wilkerson Chapel are
truly good Samaritans. They have spent 140
years preaching the word of Christ to Collins-
ville and surrounding areas and participating in
other good works.

To such people as Rev. Charles Orr and his
congregation, the good deeds themselves are
their own best rewards. Yet, on this special
day, I think it is appropriate that they are rec-
ognized for their efforts. They are good Chris-
tians and good Americans, and remind us all
of the compassion and energy that makes this
country great.

To the people of the Wilkerson Chapel,
thank you for all your good works over almost
the last century and a half; and may God
grant you the opportunity to continue doing
His work for many years into the future.
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RECOGNIZING STAFF SERGEANT
WINFORD EVANS AS THE RECIPI-
ENT OF THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE CROSS

HON. JO ANN EMERSON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday,
March 30th, a great soldier and leader was
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, 56
years after its authorization.

Sadly, the recipient, SSG Winford Evans,
who fought for this country in World War II
passed away in 1991. However, the U.S.
Army presented the award, along with two oth-
ers, to his family during a ceremony held in
Sikeston, Missouri.

SSG Evans earned the Distinguished Serv-
ice Cross for his heroic action during a July
1945 battle in the Southwest Pacific Theater.
Seeing his platoon leader wounded, SSG
Evans disregarded enemy fire and brought the
leader to safety. As the battle progressed, he
directed mortar attacks and was wounded but
continued to fight. Less concerned with his
own immediate safety than with defending
those around him, he positioned himself within
25 yards of the enemy, threw hand grenades,
fired on the enemy and wounded and killed
several enemy soldiers.

In addition to the Distinguished Service
Cross, SSG Evans was awarded two Bronze
Star Medals. The first has an oak leaf cluster
and the other one has a ‘‘V’’ device. These

two medals were awarded to SSG Evans for
his heroic achievements in the Asian Pacific
Theater from 1943–1945.

This May as we take time to celebrate Mili-
tary Appreciation Month, it seems fitting that
we recognize men and women in uniform like
SSG Winford Evans. His sacrifice, along with
the sacrifice of so many others who stood in
harm’s way to defend our country, remind all
of us of the selfless valor of our military men
and women. I am hopeful, particularly during
this time of military action abroad, that others
will reflect on the service and dedication of
those who came before SSG Evans and those
who will come after him and hold in their
hearts an appreciation and admiration for their
actions and desire to secure peace and free-
dom for all of us.

Mr. Speaker, on this very special occasion,
I ask that all of my colleagues join me in rec-
ognizing and remembering SSG Evans and
extend our best wishes to his family as they
remember his service to the United States of
America.
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EXPRESSING REGRET AND SYM-
PATHY FOR FAMILIES OF CANA-
DIAN SOLDIERS WHO LOST
THEIR LIVES IN SOUTHERN AF-
GHANISTAN

SPEECH OF

HON. CASS BALLENGER
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 7, 2002

Mr. BALLENGER. Madam Speaker, I rise in
support of H. Res. 412 and offer my sincerest
condolences to the families and friends of the
four Canadian soldiers who gave their last full
measure of devotion in the defense of liberty
during Operation Enduring Freedom last
month. Eight of their comrades also were
wounded in the same tragic incident. They,
along with the rest of Canada, are now left to
mourn the loss of their fellow patriots.

The tragic event of April 17 should remind
all of us that war is dangerous. Service men
and women often risk their lives each and
every day, so that we may enjoy our freedom
and security. These brave Canadians have
made the ultimate sacrifice for Canada and for
freedom throughout the world. Today, I pray
for their families and loved ones.

Canada is not only our neighbor, it has
been our closest friend and ally. Soon after
the terrorist attacks on September 11, Cana-
dian families selflessly opened their homes to
American travelers who were stranded in Can-
ada when American airspace was closed.
Since then, Canada has stood, shoulder to
shoulder, with its American ally to face the
forces of evil in Afghanistan and elsewhere.
Despite this tragic accident, Canada and the
United States will continue to stand together
and fight our mutual enemies until they are
vanquished and peace prevails.

Canada, we grieve with you today for your
fallen heroes. Their dedication and steadfast-
ness in the face of danger should be a source
of pride and comfort. With soldiers like these,
I have no doubt that the days of the terrorist
are limited and that victory will be ours.

I want to commend my friend and colleague
from New York, Mr. HOUGHTON, for this resolu-
tion. I urge my colleagues to stand with our
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