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Modern Healthcare selected her one of the 50
individuals in the USA to shape the future of
health care in the country. In addition, Univer-
sity Hospitals of Cleveland has been the re-
cipient of many awards under her leadership,
including, the North Coast 99 Diversity Award
from the Employer Resource Council and En-
terprise Development and the Exemplary Vol-
untary Effort Award from the U.S. Department
of Labor.

Ms. Walters serves on a variety of national
and local boards and is active in civic affairs.
She has served on a number of key commit-
tees of the Association of American Medical
Colleges in Washington, DC. She also serves
on the board of Cleveland Tomorrow, Greater
Cleveland Roundtable and Ohio Business
Roundtable. In 1994 Ms. Walters was ap-
pointed by Governor Voinovich to serve on the
15 member Commission to Study the Ohio
Economy and Tax Structure. Within the com-
munity, she has served as Chairman for the
1997 United Way Campaign, the first woman
and first CEO of a non-profit organization to
be selected for the position.

My fellow colleagues, I ask you to Join me
in rising to honor this truly remarkable woman
who has dedicated her life to the betterment of
health care, and is one of Cleveland’s finest
citizens.
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CENTER
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Tuesday, May 7, 2002

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise
in support of Senate Bill 378, which will re-
name the Chicago Job Corps Center, located
at 3348 South Kedzie Avenue, in Chicago, Illi-
nois, as the Paul Simon Chicago Job Corps
Center after former U.S. Senator Paul Simon
of Illinois. Senator Simon was not only a great
U.S. Senator for the state of Illinois, but he is
a champion for working people across the na-
tion.

Senator Simon has dedicated his life to
helping the people of this country. As a schol-
ar, writer, and public servant, Senator Simon
has worked hard to battle against the social
injustices that haunt our nation. During his
congressional service, Senator Simon was a
strong supporter of the federal Jobs Corps
program and was instrumental in the char-
tering of a Jobs Corps center in Chicago. The
Center provides opportunities in a campus en-
vironment to gain a valuable education with
advanced career training, to learn a skilled
trade, so that individuals may reach their full
potential. Job Corps provides up to two years
of hands-on work-based training and intern-
ships, in areas ranging from bricklaying to
computer repair. The Center also provides
academic training in remedial math and read-
ing, GED preparation, and English as a sec-
ond language, and outreach to those in the
community that may not have the opportunity
to attend college. It is these things that define
the goals Senator Simon has set to achieve
for the millions of Americans looking for skilled
employment in the workplace.

Senator Simon has been a dear friend of
mine for many, many years. His contributions

and dedication as a public servant have al-
ways inspired me. He has not only made great
contributions to this country and the state of Il-
linois, but he continues to play a vital role as
Director of the Public Policy Institute at South-
ern Illinois University. He is a leader in
strengthening democracy and in addressing
key global issues such as the looming water
shortage crisis. I feel that renaming the Chi-
cago Job Corps Center as the Paul Simon
Chicago Job Corps Center is an appropriate
recognition of what he has done for the Chi-
cago area and all of us. Thank you Paul, for
everything.
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Ms. WATSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
asthma has become epidemic. Over 2.3 mil-
lion Californians have asthma, a chronic ill-
ness that makes breathing difficult and causes
symptoms such as shortness of breath,
coughing, wheezing and chest tightness. Na-
tionwide, the number of asthma sufferers has
increased 50 percent since 1980.

Nearly one in thirteen children in the U.S.
have asthma and this percentage is growing
more rapidly in preschool age children than in
any other group. Between 1982 and 1995, in-
cidents of childhood asthma increased by 87
percent and is now the most common chronic
illness among children. Asthma accounts for
approximately 17 percent of children’s emer-
gency room visits and is the major cause of
school absences.

Asthma can be fatal. Rates of death from
asthma, hospitalizations and visits to emer-
gency rooms have been increasing for more
than 20 years, particularly among children and
African Americans. During 1979 to 1982, the
death rate from asthma for all blacks has in-
creased 71 percent while for whites it has in-
creased 41 percent.

Asthma episodes can be triggered by dust,
pets, mold, air pollution, tobacco smoke, some
insects, certain chemicals, cold air and stress.
Managing asthma includes proper diagnosis,
access to high quality medical care and moni-
toring the condition and avoiding the things
that trigger attacks.

In Los Angeles, the Asthma and Allergy
Foundation of America—Southern California
chapter, working in conjunction with the Cali-
fornia Department of Health Services—Child-
hood Asthma Initiative and the Los Angeles
County Department of Health Services, is
sponsoring a community-based initiative to
identify ways to control inhalation exposures
that trigger children’s asthma attacks. The
Healthy African American Families has estab-
lished an asthma intervention program called
‘‘Breathe Free’’ that is targeted for African
American children in South Los Angeles com-
munities.

I applaud the efforts of these organizations
to identify the asthma risk factors, educate the
public, provide intervention measures in
homes and child care centers and make
progress in reversing the terrible trend of
childhood asthma.

TRIBUTE TO RETIRING CHAIRMAN
ROBERT W. GIARRUSSO

HON. JAMES T. WALSH
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
highlight the public service of a longtime local
business leader in my Central New York dis-
trict. From 1988 until just recently, Mr. Bob
Giarrusso served as Chairman of the Onon-
daga County Republican Committee. I write to
congratulate him on his retirement and to
thank him for his fourteen years of service to
our community. He is the longest serving
chairman in the committee’s history.

During Bob’s tenure, the Onondaga County
Republican Committee flourished. He made
the committee more democratic and more in-
clusive and expanded committee members’ in-
volvement and influence. His efforts supported
Republican candidates at all levels of govern-
ment, and his leadership encouraged some of
our community’s best and brightest individuals
to run for public office.

Most importantly, Bob Giarrusso led local
Republicans with an unique style all his own
that was both endearing and dignified.
Through Bob’s longtime political service, our
community certainly has been enhanced.

Many new challenges await Central New
York Republicans as we enter a new year. I
applaud Bob for his strong leadership and be-
lieve that his decision to step aside will only
infuse the local Republican Party with new en-
ergy and new life.

It’s my pleasure to thank Mr. Giarrusso for
his service to the Central New York commu-
nity and to congratulate him on a job well
done.
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Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, tonight, Tim Raney
will be recognized for his service as a council-
man in my hometown of Citrus Heights, Cali-
fornia. Though the peaceful transition of offi-
cials into and out of elective office is not a
unique occurrence in this great nation, this
particular event is worthy of our recognition.

Tim Raney was elected to the Citrus
Heights City Council in November of 1996, on
the same ballot that a proud community voted
to make formal its desire to become an incor-
porated city. Tim was an active leader in the
drive for Citrus Heights cityhood, an effort that
was more than a decade in the making, going
to the United States Supreme Court to affirm
the right of its residents to self-governance.

As a member of the first city council, Tim
and the four other council members were re-
sponsible for negotiating the contracts for po-
lice and public safety services, garbage and
waste management services, and all other
services that make a city responsive to its citi-
zens.

In his six years on the council, he was a
tireless advocate for the community. He
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served on the Sacramento Transportation Au-
thority, Sacramento Regional County Sanita-
tion District, and the Sacramento Metropolitan
Fire District. In 1998, then Governor Pete Wil-
son appointed him to the Commission on
Local Governance for the 21st Century. From
naming a blue-ribbon panel to improve school
test scores, to championing economic devel-
opment issues and working to bring con-
sensus to regional transportation issues, his
mark on the community is clear.

As Councilman Raney steps down from the
city council to pursue professional goals and
commit more time to his growing family in their
new home, he does so as more than a former
councilman. He will be remembered as one of
the founders of the City of Citrus Heights, and
as a solid example of a true public servant.
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise in honor of the past, present and fu-
ture female congregants of Congregation Sons
of Israel—Woodmere Synagogue.

For over 70 years, the Woodmere Sister-
hood organization has promoted ideals that lie
not only at the core of Judaism, but at the
core of humanity. Their involvement on Long
Island has affected individuals on many levels.
Hundreds of women have dedicated them-
selves to bettering our community and on
June 2, members of the Congregation will
honor the Sisterhood at the annual Journal
Dinner Dance.

These women led other congregants in per-
petuating the rich heritage of the Jewish peo-
ple through a variety of community outreach
programs. These included trips to various mu-
seums, ‘‘Lunch and Learn’’ Sabbaths,
screenings of pertinent films and lecture se-
ries.

They established and maintained a Judaic
library and Video Center for the use of the
congregation and Hebrew School. They also
created several scholarship funds. One offers
teens the opportunity to spend a summer in
Israel; one offers partial tuition to the Hebrew
High School; one offers needy children partial
tuition to the Morgenstern Hebrew School; and
one subsidizes camp tuition. They also have a
Torah Fund for the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary in New York City.

The Sisterhood plays a crucial role in cer-
tain day-to-day operations of the Synagogue.
Their participation in the local community var-
ies from providing new floral arrangements for
the sanctuary every Sabbath to gift-giving on
special occasions: Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, wed-
dings and births. The Sisterhood was also in-
strumental in hosting Bat Mitzvah classes for
adult women in the congregation.

The Sisterhood is involved in International
matters, especially those concerning Israel.
The current situation has greatly affected all
members of Congregation Sons of Israel-
Woodmere. The Sisterhood just concluded a
fund raising drive to purchase an armored
school van for an Israeli school.

The list of the Sisterhood’s accomplish-
ments and contributions is endless. Today I

rise in recognition of the countless women
who have contributed to this effort, in par-
ticular the following past Sisterhood presi-
dents:

Florence Behrens, Rosetta Sokoloff, Jea-
nette Kirshenbaum, Roslyn Mayer, Gertrude
Wicksel, Ann Studner, Mildred Kreiss, Ger-
trude Leinwand, Mollie Lewitt, Rose Lewis,
Sherle Gross, Dorothy Feldman, Charlotte
Koss, Dorothy Kimmel, Bertha Snyder,
Blanche Finkel, Lila Goldman, Anne Selier,
Barbara Semel, Arline Slepoy, Edna
Ritzenberg, Muriel Liebowitz, Rosalie
Bachana, Karen Boxer, Joan Mann, Shirley
Fisher, Audrey Liberstein, Leslie Aronin, Teri
Stein, and Liane Feuer.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB GOODLATTE
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 128, I was inadvertently detained. Had I
been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’
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IN PRAISE OF THE BUSH ADMINIS-
TRATION’S SUPPORT OF OUR
2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS TO
KEEP AND BEAR ARMS

HON. RONNIE SHOWS
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
offer my praise to President Bush for declaring
that the Second Amendment protects an indi-
vidual’s right to possess a firearm and is not
tied to the maintenance of state militias.

On Monday, Solicitor General Theodore
Olsen made the Bush Administration’s position
clear when he filed briefs in the Supreme
Court on two cases that are under review. In
short, it is the Administration’s position that the
Second Amendment grants an individual the
right to keep and bear arms.

I am pleased that the Bush Administration
has recognized that the Constitution protects
individual rights to keep and bear arms. But
we must always remain vigilant against efforts
to strip us of our rights. As a member of the
National Rifle Association, I vigorously oppose
any gun control efforts that violate our Con-
stitutional rights, such as national registration
of law-abiding gun owners or misguided law
suits against gun manufacturers.

Some people believe that enacting new
laws against guns will prevent school violence
or crimes committed with guns. It is easy for
them to equate gun violence with the need for
greater gun control, but this is a complex
problem with many factors contributing to it,
not just guns. We should stop looking for
scapegoats. Simply enacting more gun control
laws on top of the many already in place does
not begin to address this problem.

Again, I applaud President Bush for taking a
strong stand in favor of our constitutional right
to keep and bear arms.

IN HONOR OF DR. MARTY PLAX

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Marty Plax, for his 26 years of serv-
ice as Director of The American Jewish Com-
mittee’s Cleveland Chapter. His tenure as
Area Director was characterized by integrity,
character, and intelligence.

Marty Plax’s academic background made
him an ideal candidate to serve as director of
the committee. After receiving an under-
graduate degree from Washington University
in 1963, he went on to the State University of
New York at Buffalo where he earned a Mas-
ters Degree and Ph.D. in Political Science. Dr.
Plax then embarked on a highly distinguished
academic career, which included lecturing and
holding professional positions at a number of
major universities. In addition, Dr. Plax shared
his expertise as the Visiting Scholar at the He-
brew Union College in Los Angeles and
served as Adjunct Associate Professor at
Cleveland State University since 1979.

Moreover, Dr. Plax is a man with a strong
social conscience, who used his academic
training to assist him in community involve-
ment. He is a prolific social writer who has
published several books, numerous articles,
and countless ‘‘Letters to the Editor.’’ How-
ever, his writings were only one aspect of his
community work. He can be best described as
a ‘‘Contemplative in Action.’’ A leader in Com-
munity Conflict Resolution, he has been in-
volved with mediation since 1968, served as
Chairman of the Ohio Boxing Commission, as
a member of the Community Relations Com-
mittee for The Cleveland Orchestra, and on
the State Advisory Committee of the U.S. Civil
Rights Commission.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rising to
honor this truly remarkable individual for his
distinguished years of service to Cleveland,
the United States, and the world.
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REMARKS BY BILL WEBB, EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR OF THE CON-
GRESSIONAL FIRE SERVICES IN-
STITUTE

HON. CURT WELDON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2002

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to enclose in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD the remarks of Bill Webb, Executive
Director of the Congressional Fire Services In-
stitute, during a ceremony honoring one of our
colleagues, NICK SMITH of Michigan, for his
support of our Nation’s fire and emergency
service personnel.

Good afternoon. My name is Bill Webb, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Congressional Fire
Services Institute. Established as a non-
profit, nonpartisan policy institute, CFSI
serves a unique role in Washington, DC edu-
cating Congress about the needs and chal-
lenges of our Nation’s fire and emergency
services . . . not the needs of one particular
facet such as the career or volunteer fire
service or the chiefs, but all fire and emer-
gency services providers.
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