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the Bureau of Prisons to her role as Warden
of both Federal Correctional Institutions
Safford, Arizona, and Fort Dix, New Jersey, is
indicative of her commitment to the correc-
tional system and the management of those in
her care.

A Public Information Officer, Bureau of Pris-
ons Auditor, Public Speaking Instructor and
member of the Business and Professional
Women’s Club, Warden Bailey’'s involvement
in the community plays an important role in
her life. In her free time, she enjoys antiquing,
gardening, reading and volunteering in the
community.

Nancy and her husband, Jacob, plan to re-
locate to Glocester, Rhode Island, where she
will teach Criminal Justice at a local college,
sharing her decades of experience in the field
with those just beginning a lifetime of service
in the field of law and justice.

| congratulate her on her many years of
commitment to public safety, and wish her a
retirement filled with health, happiness and
dreams come true.

HONORING COMMISSIONER
DARRYL D. PERRYMAN FROM
CAMDEN, ALABAMA

HON. BOB RILEY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 7, 2002

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to join
The National Organization of Black County Of-
ficials, Inc (NOBCO) in honoring an out-
standing leader in Alabama’s Third Congres-
sional District. On April 26th, Commissioner
Darryl D. Perryman from Camden, AL, re-
ceived the award for Outstanding County Offi-
cial 2002 by NOBCO.

NOBCO Chairman Webster Guillory pre-
sented the award to Perryman during its Eight-
eenth Annual Economic Development Con-
ference held in Biloxi, MS. When asked about
his reward, Mr. Perryman humbly replied that
he was in the business of helping people and
doing the duties of an elected official.

| feel that it is necessary to recognize the
success of our public officials in order to en-
courage future leaders of Alabama and the
United States; therefore, | stand up before the
United States Congress and America today to
congratulate Mr. Perryman on his success as
a public servant of Alabama and to thank him
for all he has done for the great state of Ala-
bama and its Third Congressional District.

—

MEDICATION ERROR PREVENTION
ACT OF 2002

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 7, 2002

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, in late 1999,
the Institute of Medicine (IOM) issued a major
report on medical mistakes entitled “To Err Is
Human: Building a Safer Health Care Sys-
tem.” This eye-opening study found that errors
by health care professionals may result in the
deaths of between 44,000 and 98,000 people
in the United States every year, and injure
countless others. Shockingly, more people die
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from avoidable medical errors each year than
from highway accidents, breast cancer, or
AIDS.

Congress reacted swiftly to the IOM report.
Some members of the House and Senate, in-
cluding myself, introduced bills to implement
the report's recommendations, and hearings
on medical errors were held in various com-
mittees. But Congress sometimes has a short
attention span. Despite the flurry of activity at
the beginning of 2000, by the close of the ses-
sion other health care debates had crowded
out the medical error issue and no further ac-
tion was taken on medical errors.

We cannot let another year go by without
doing something about medical errors; there-
fore, | am reintroducing a medical errors bill
and this time | plan to see it through to enact-
ment. If the IOM estimate of the fatalities that
result from medical errors is remotely close to
accurate, Congress cannot wait another year
to act.

According to the IOM, most medical errors
do not result from individual recklessness, but
from basic flaws in the way hospitals and
other health care systems are organized. For
example, deadly mistakes have resulted from
stocking the patient-care units in hospitals with
certain full-strength drugs that are toxic unless
diluted. Confusion over similarly-named drugs
is another major cause of medical mistakes:
studies have shown, for instance, that confu-
sion over the similarly-named drugs
“Cefuroxime” and “Cefotaxime” accounted for
numerous errors in the administration of these
drugs.

Other errors result from the increased com-
plexity and specialization of health care treat-
ment. When a patient is treated by different
doctors for different ailments, a particular prac-
titioner may not have complete information
about all treatments the patient is receiving,
and may prescribe medication that is incom-
patible with other medications the patient is
taking.

In recommending ways to reduce errors, the
IOM focused on the need to encourage effi-
cient and comprehensive reporting systems so
that health care professionals can benefit from
the experiences and “best practices” of their
colleagues. Other sectors of the American
economy have established coordinated safety
programs that collect and analyze accident
trends—such programs are commonplace, for
example, in the transportation field. Yet there
are few centralized systems for gathering and
disseminating information on medical errors.
For this reason, in my legislation, | specifically
advocate for the use of MedMARx—a na-
tional, Internet-accessible reporting system de-
signed to reduce medication errors in hos-
pitals. This system allows hospitals to anony-
mously and voluntarily report, track, and mon-
itor their medication errors, to identify trends,
and to pinpoint problem areas. In order for
systems like MedMARX to become successful
though, participating hospitals and health care
professionals must know that they can report
problems encountered in clinical practice with-
out endangering their careers. But according
to the IOM, a major obstacle to the full imple-
mentation of medical error reporting programs
is the threat that the reports themselves will
be disclosed in civil litigation.

Naturally, hospitals are reluctant to generate
documents that will be used against them in
adversarial proceedings, so IOM called for en-
actment of an evidentiary privilege in federal

May 7, 2002

law against the disclosure of information pro-
vided to medical error reporting systems. In
the legislation, | would protect the confiden-
tiality of data on medical mistakes where the
information is collected and analyzed solely for
the purpose of improving safety and quality.
Without this protection, hospitals and health
care professionals fear that information re-
ported might ultimately be subpoenaed and
used in lawsuits against them, thereby dis-
couraging their participation.

The time to act is now. Patients are literally
killed by medical errors every day, yet Con-
gress has not done anything to ensure that
the IOM recommendations that could signifi-
cantly reduce these tragic mistakes are signed
into law. Working together, we can reduce
medical errors and improve the quality of pa-
tient care in the United States.

——————

HONORING WORK DONE BY PAR-
TICIPANTS IN STUDENT CON-
GRESSIONAL TOWN MEETING AT
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 7, 2002

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, today, | recog-
nize the outstanding work done by participants
in my Student Congressional Town Meeting
held this spring at the University of Vermont.
These participants were part of a group of
high school students from around Vermont
who testified about the concerns they have as
teenagers, and about what they would like to
see government do regarding these concerns.

UNDERAGE DRINKING
APRIL 8, 2002

MATT ALDEN. Good morning. Thank you,
Congressman Sanders, for this opportunity.
As I stand before you today, first I'd like to
share a few facts about underage drinking.

According to the 2001 Vermont Youth Risk
Behavior Survey, 69 percent of Vermont stu-
dents have consumed alcohol. 58 percent of
Vermont seniors have had at least one alco-
holic beverage in the past month. More im-
portantly, one-third of our Vermont eighth-
graders have consumed alcohol in the past 30
days. One out of four Vermont seniors binge-
drink monthly, meaning they have consumed
more than five drinks within a two-hour
timeframe. 32 percent of Vermont seniors
ride with a driver who has been drinking. 50
percent of young adult crashes in Vermont
were alcohol-related, and half of those who
died had been drinking. According to the 1999
Vermont Youth Risk Behavior Survey, half
the Vermont seniors are sexually active.
This may not seem relevant, but one-third
had consumed alcohol before engaging in
such activities. Underaged drinking costs so-
ciety $216 per man, woman and child in
America, so therefore, we are not only losing
human lives, we are also incurring more and
more debt because of this problem. And last-
ly, according to the Mother’s Against Drunk
Driving national survey, approximately
100,000 American deaths were alcohol-re-
lated. This is two times more than the popu-
lation of Vermont.

As you can see, Vermont really has a prob-
lem with underaged drinking. Today I pro-
pose three solutions that will help Vermont’s
problem. My first two solutions come from
the Vermont Youth Summit to Prevent
Underaged Drinking. This was the first
statewide summit held in America. Myself
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and 51 other students from around the state
gathered in March 2000 to create three rec-
ommendations to present to the Vermont
legislature.

The two I am promoting today are, require
every state ID to have a bar code or strip
that can be swiped at the checkout. The bar
codes will code your birthday and, when
swiped through the machine, will tell the
cashier if the buyer was eligible to purchase
the alcohol.

The second recommendation is to have
more funding for the Stop Teen Alcohol Risk
Team. This is a team of local law enforce-
ment which is hired just for breaking up
large teenage parties where drinking taking
place. Now, our state does not give the
START team a lot of money, and no extra
incentives are offered for working into the
long night hours. If the START program had
more money, the goal of having a team in
each county would be met, thus making par-
ties not such a common place for teens to en-
gage in illegal consumption of alcohol.

The last and personal recommendation to
help Vermont is that, if someone underage is
drinking with a blood alcohol content above
the legal limit, their license will be revoked
until they turn 21. The legal blood-alcohol
content level for a minor is .02, about one
beer for an average-weight teen. I feel that,
if a minor knows he or she will not be al-
lowed to drive for a long period of time, they
will think before getting into a car while in-
toxicated.

Now the punishment is revocation of your
license for 90 days, a fine, and alcohol-treat-
ment classes. These are good consequences,
but people that are behind the wheel, drunk,
endanger everyone they pass on the highway.
If a license was taken away for a long period
of time, they would realize the importance of
staying sober behind the wheel.

I know these solutions will not bring un-
derage drinking to a cease, but I believe, if it
saves one person, it makes a difference.

Thank you, again, Mr. Sanders, for your
time and this opportunity.

PEN PALS WITH PAKISTAN
APRIL 8, 2002

BETHANY WALLACE: I'm Bethany Wal-
lace, and what we’re talking about today is
the pen pal program with Pakistan that our
school has, in conjunction with Sara Siad
from Bennington College, has established,
and I guess what our hopes are is that, even-
tually, a program like this will be estab-
lished, perhaps, statewide, and eventually
nationwide.

The pen-pal program, we have sent two let-
ters already and gotten one in return. Sara
Siad is a student at Bennington College, and
she is from Pakistan. I think she lives in Ka-
rachi, which is the most modern city in
Pakistan, and it’s kind like the metropolitan
New York of Pakistan. And she has worked
in a lot of public schools there and seen an
interest that Pakistani students and young
people have in American culture, much like
we have in Pakistani culture.

What she did was to establish the pen-pal
program, and we all wrote letters, and then
she translated them and brought them to
Pakistan when she went back on Christmas
vacation. The students over there then wrote
their letters, and she brought them back to
us, and that is how it has been kind of work-
ing.

What it has done is opened a lot of doors to
better understand the Pakistani culture, es-
pecially when our image of that culture has
been so skewed by the media in light of Sep-
tember 11th.

KERRY MCINTOSH: It is just interesting,
in the letters, we see their perspective on
things, but we also see how we are more
similar to the people in Pakistan than we
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would have assumed. Like lots of us, there
are just lots of different assumptions we
have about people in Pakistan and what
their views would be or something, and then
they write in the letters, and it seems like,
wow, they’re really a lot like us.

I have two letters here. One of them is in
Urdu, which is the native language of Paki-
stan. But, as Sara has told us, they also
speak English fluently. And another wrote
me a letter in English. I will read an excerpt.
Like, when she talks about September 11th,
she says. Like, first, just says, hello and,
like, greets me and tells me a little bit about
herself.

And now let’s talk a little about the 11th of
September. First of all, I want to commis-
erate you. It was really a shocking news. I
know how hurt it must be for the people to
bear the loss of their dear and near ones. It
was a real horrible act of terrorism. While
talking about terrorism, I do agree with the
U.S. approach. But had Afghanistan handed
over the culprit, it would have been much
better.

You know, our President, Musharraf, was
really in a bad position. It was really tough
for him, whether or not to help the U.S., be-
cause some of the people in Pakistan were
against the U.S. But the majority of the
Pakistani population supported Mr.
Musharraf’s decision. But, you know, war
isn’t an alternative for peace. I really wish
the world was a better place to live in.

I think I mentioned something political in
the letter that I had written to her first, as-
suming that—like, not in a bad way, but just
assuming that she would be a little more
critical of the U.S., but then I found out that
she really, like, was supportive, and that it
is just like, a minority in Pakistan that is
eminently anti-American people like we see
protesting on the streets, and that they
share our concerns and hopes for world
peace.

ERICA HOLLNER. Like Kerry was saying,
the main thing I think we are getting out of
this is a better understanding of Pakistan,
because we have these views that are so
stereotypical, and we see—on TV and maga-
zines, we see these poor people and see the
refugee camps, and we think that the whole
country is like that. But, in realty, a lot of
the families that we are exchanging letters
with are similar to us, and they’re not poor,
they have enough money to live com-
fortably, and it’s a lot like the U.S. in a lot
of ways, but we always think that it’s all the
same.

And Just that, they like the same kinds of
things as we do. And I remember reading one
letter that a girl was very interested in Prin-
cess Di, and you don’t think of the fact that
they think of the same things as we do, and
they know about a lot of the same things
too.

KATIE KERVORKIAN. We think that the
program would be a great way to teach toler-
ance, just so that other people can under-
stand what goes on, because many people
don’t know what is going on in the subconti-
nental countries, the Middle East. And to
learn from someone that is our own age is
different than learning from magazine or TV.

BETHANY WALLACE. And what Sarah
has pointed out is that nothing is realty off
limits in the letters. If we bring it up first,
then our pen pals aren’t, you know, squeam-
ish about talking about it, about commu-
nicating their views, and it is a great tool to
better understand what is going on over
there.
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HONORING MR. JOHN NORTH OF
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE ON THE
OCCASION OF HIS 90TH BIRTH-
DAY

HON. BOB CLEMENT

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 7, 2002

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. John Gallaher North of Nashville,
Tennessee, on the occasion of his 90th birth-
day. The North family has contributed tremen-
dously to the Nashville area through acts of
kindness and leadership for many years.

Mr. North was born June 2, 1912, on
Grandfather Lucas North’'s farm, one mile
south of Ethridge, Tennessee, the son of John
Ira North and Lula Mae Flippo North. He has
survived all of his six brothers and sisters—
Vester Pearl, Estella North Hendrix, Edith
North Brown, Howard North, Kathleen North
Sutton, and Irene North Harris.

A man of great integrity, North worked on
the family farm in Southern Tennessee until
the age of 30. At that time, he left the farm to
work for Greyhound, where he spent some 32
years, retiring in 1975.

Over the past 30 years he has regularly vol-
unteered at Madison Church of Christ in var-
ious capacities, including driving the church
bus for the elderly, and conducting church
services for the shut-in, sick, and hospitals. He
currently continues this volunteer work in the
food room of Madison Church of Christ.

North was married for 66 years, 2 months,
to Ruby Butler North, who passed away on
July 15, 1999. The couple had two sons, Wil-
liam, who died in 1995 and Don, who died in
1991. His grandson Johnny North lives in Leb-
anon, Tennessee.

Mr. North is to be commended for his vi-
brant love of life and devotion to faith and
family. May he enjoy a memorable and happy
birthday on June 2, 2002.

————

NATIONAL CORRECTIONAL
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES WEEK

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 7, 2002

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, dur-
ing National Correctional Officers and Employ-
ees Week, to honor our correctional officers
for the work they do to keep our families safe.
We do not thank these men and women
enough for their service to our communities.

Day after day, week after week, our correc-
tional officers work one of the most dangerous
patrols in the country. They devote themselves
to keeping violent felons behind bars, ensuring
that our families can feel safe in our homes
and on our streets. We know from the number
of correctional officers who die in the line of
duty each year that this is a dangerous profes-
sion that requires courage, hard work, and
professionalism.

Our correctional officers are people like
Bonnie Johnson, a mother of six, who works
over 50 hours a week in a prison in Jackson,
Michigan. For almost 20 years, Bonnie has put
her heart and soul into her job. Or Rodney
Olsson—a correctional officer with the Michi-
gan prison system for roughly 14 years. Rod-
ney drives over 60 miles to get to and from
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