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their hard work and dedication, and wish them
the best of luck in the upcoming competition.

Mr. Speaker, I hope you and our colleagues
will join me in recognizing these exceptional
students from Rhode Island and all the partici-
pants in the ‘‘We the People . . . The Citizen
and the Constitution’’ Contest. They represent
the future leaders of our nation and deserve
our support and encouragement.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber on April
9, 2001 when rollcall votes Nos. 80, 81, and
82 were cast. I want the RECORD to show that
had I been present in this Chamber at the
time these votes were cast, I would have
voted ‘‘yea’’ on each of these rollcall votes.

I was also unavoidably absent from this
Chamber on April 16, 2001, when rollcall vote
Nos. 65, 66, and 67 were cast. I want the
RECORD to show that had I been present in
this Chamber at the times these votes were
cast, I would have also voted ‘‘yea’’ on each
of these rollcall votes.

f

HONORING ROSE E. GRIMALDI

HON. JIM DAVIS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
honor of the late Rose E. Grimaldi, a longtime
Tampa businesswoman and community leader
whose love of life and dedication to her family
and hometown is an inspiration to us all.

For 30 years, Rose worked as an insurance
agent and general manager for Grimaldi and
Grimaldi Insurance Agency, and she later
served as a chairwoman of the board for Co-
lumbia Bank of Tampa for 18 years. In 1987,
Hispanic Heritage Inc. honored her with the
Business Women of the Year Award.

Rose, however, was best known for her
service to the Tampa Bay community, and in
particular, her great interest in helping Tam-
pa’s young people. Rose was a founding
member of the Girls Club of Tampa Bay, the
Hillsborough County Community Mental Health
Center and the Visiting Nurses Association of
Tampa. She was also active in the All Chil-
dren’s Hospital Guild, the Red Cross Angels
and the Gulf Coast Lung Association. In 1987,
the National Conference of Christians and
Jews honored Rose for her commitment to
service by giving her the Silver Medallion
Award.

Rose, never one to tire easily, still found
time to participate in St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church programs and a multitude of social
events. Through these and her many other ac-
tivities, Rose truly had a friend in every corner
of the community, and she was known and
admired by all for her warm heart and bound-
less energy.

On behalf of the Tampa Bay community, I
would like to extend my deepest sympathies
to Rose’s family—her 3 children, 12 grand-

children, and 10 great-grandchildren. They
have truly been blessed to have such a won-
derful, loving role model as a matriarch, and
our community is a much better place be-
cause of Rose.

f

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THOMAS R.
POINTON

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to
recognize Thomas R. Pointon for his accom-
plishments and contributions to the State of
Colorado. Tom has dedicated himself as a
board member to the Southeastern Colorado
Water Conservancy District for over thirteen
years. As he moves on to new opportunities,
I would like to take this moment to thank Tom
for his countless hours of service to his com-
munity, Colorado, and this nation.

As a farmer and rancher, Tom has been an
invaluable member of the board frequently of-
fering his experience and expertise. Mr.
Pointon truly understands the need for equal
water distribution throughout the West. He has
selflessly donated his time and energy to a
number of boards, notably the Local Hospital
Board and the National Association of Coun-
ties—Health and Human Resources Com-
mittee. Tom has provided leadership as a
Commissioner of Bent County and as Com-
missioner and President of the County Com-
mission Incorporate Board of Directors. For his
diligent efforts and quality service as a com-
missioner, he was awarded with the recogni-
tion of Commissioner of the Year in 1986. As
a result of Tom’s hard work, moral ethics, and
excellence in his field, Colorado governors
have twice appointed him to the Arkansas
River Compact Administration, an important
and vital water division monitor for Colorado.

Mr. Speaker, Thomas R. Pointon’s dedica-
tion and commitment to maintaining the avail-
ability and distribution of this vital Western
commodity is to be commended and I am hon-
ored to bring forth his accomplishments before
this body of Congress, and this nation. He has
proved himself a valuable contributor to the
Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy
District, his community, and Colorado. Thank
you Tom, for all that you have done for Colo-
rado and this nation. I wish you all the best
and good luck in you future endeavors.

f

CONGRATULATIONS TO DEBORAH
HENRY OF JERSEY CITY, WIN-
NER OF THE FIRST ROSS MED-
ICAL SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask
my colleagues here in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring a remark-
able woman, Mrs. Deborah Henry of Jersey
City, NJ, who recently realized a lifelong
dream by becoming the first recipient of the
Eliza Anna Grier Scholarship. As one of the
founders of the scholarship, I was proud to

nominate Mrs. Henry for this prestigious
award, sponsored by Ross University and the
Congressional Black Caucus, which will en-
able her to attend Ross University Medical
School.

Mrs. Henry’s desire to become a physician
was kindled over 25 years ago when she at-
tended Clara Barton High School, which pre-
pares students for careers in the health pro-
fessions. Majoring in Health Occupational
Services, she became excited about the field
of medicine and began to dream of one day
attending medical school. In 1994, she re-
turned to school and successfully pursued a
bachelor of science degree in chemistry with a
minor in biology. Married with four children,
she managed to carry a full time schedule of
classes that included biochemistry, organic
chemistry, anatomy and physiology, and phys-
ical chemistry. Her last 2 years as an under-
graduate at New Jersey City University were
also spent fulfilling commitments to teaching
biology to fifth graders under the Careers in
Teaching internship programs; working on two
undergraduate research projects, with papers
published in the American Chemical Society’s
Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting Journal, es-
tablishing a public school outreach program to
encourage interest in the sciences among mi-
nority students, and holding top offices in the
Chemistry Club where she oversaw fund-
raising and other organizational activities. Her
past experiences and current work as a volun-
teer Emergency Medical Technician at West
New York Volunteer Emergency Medical Serv-
ice Company furthered her determination to
become a doctor who would serve her com-
munity. Mrs. Henry’s lofty goal is to establish
a nonprofit clinic in a community center that
offers quality healthcare to all people who are
economically disadvantaged.

Mrs. Henry is a bright, dedicated, and com-
passionate individual who will make an out-
standing physician. I know my colleagues join
me in offering warmest congratulations and
best wishes to her as she begins this exciting
phase of her life.

f

RECOGNITION OF JIMMY BELL

HON. ROBERT L. EHRLICH, JR.
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002
Mr. EHRLICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

commend the efforts of a stalwart supporter of
the law and a great friend of the State of
Maryland. Jimmy Bell, an attorney who re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree from California
State University, Sacramento and his law de-
gree from American University, has risen to
become a local and national hero in fighting
for justice, equal rights, and opportunity for all
Americans.

Jimmy Bell is a charismatic, captivating at-
torney and civil rights champion and leader in
the fight against racial injustice in our country.
He has dedicated his time and energy to edu-
cate people about the dangers and inherent
inequity of racial prejudice, including extensive
work with the Police Department for the city of
District Heights, MD with regard to the prob-
lem of racial profiling.

Jimmy’s hard work on behalf of civil rights
has paid off, with groups around the country
honoring him and recognizing him as a cham-
pion who fights for justice and equal oppor-
tunity in our Nation. He was the Keynote
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Speaker at the 2001 Martin Luther King, Jr.
Award Celebration at the Civil Rights Institute
in Birmingham, AL, in March, 2001. There, he
received the prestigious ‘‘Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Award’’ for his legal work in the field
of civil rights.

Now, Jimmy will be taking his expertise, en-
ergy, and eloquence to speak directly with the
public via his new radio program on
VoiceAmerica.com, ‘‘Law with Jim Bell, Esq.’’

Mr. Speaker, Jimmy Bell is an American
hero. He has dedicated his personal and pro-
fessional life to pursue justice and equal op-
portunity for all Americans. He deserves our
recognition, and I am proud to speak about
him as a leader in Maryland and throughout
our country.

As we continue our important work in Con-
gress on behalf of the American people, I
have always believed we should look to exam-
ples of community service and personal lead-
ership for inspiration and reminders of what is
important in our society. Jimmy Bell is a lead-
er who exemplifies commitment to equality of
opportunity for which our Nation strives.

f

HONORING PATSY MILTON

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Patsy Milton on the occasion of
her recognition by the Fresno County Farm
Bureau for her years of volunteerism. Mrs. Mil-
ton has given generously of her time to many
different programs in her community.

The Fresno County Farm Bureau is hon-
oring Patsy specifically for her work with the
Ag in the Classroom Program. The Fresno
County Agriculture Education Program was
established fifteen years ago with the mission
‘‘to teach the cultural, political and environ-
mental importance of Fresno County agri-
culture to consumers of all ages.’’ Mrs. Milton
is the coordinator of the Ag in the Classroom
program that goes to schools all over the
county bringing supplemental curriculum into
the classrooms of over 100 schools.

Patsy’s philanthropy is not limited to her
passion for sharing agriculture with others.
She has also been a member of the Riverview
School Parent Teacher Club, Reedley High
Band Boosters, and is active in her church.
However, it is her work with Ag in the Class-
room that earned her the 1995 Volunteer
Award from the California Foundation. She
has opened her home to students to educate
them about the importance of agriculture in
everyday life. Mrs. Milton and her husband,
Rick, raise stone fruit and grapes and are very
involved in the Fresno County Farm Bureau.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Patsy Milton for her well deserved recognition
by the Fresno County Farm Bureau. I invite
my colleagues to join me in thanking her for
her dedication to agriculture and education
and wishing her many more years of contin-
ued success.

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL PROM
AND GRADUATION SAFETY MONTH

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
during National Prom and Graduation Safety
Month to recognize the Century Council and
the distilled spirits industry for their continuing
efforts to fight drunk driving and underage
drinking.

During the months of May and June of
2002, the Century Council is implementing a
multifaceted campaign to educate parents,
teachers, local, state, and federal elected offi-
cials, and the community as a whole about the
importance of talking to their kids about mak-
ing responsible decisions when it comes to
beverage alcohol. And, reminding them that if
they Ire under the age of 21, the only respon-
sible decision to make is not to drink.

Launched in May of 1991, the Century
Council is funded by America’s leading dis-
tillers to promote responsible decisionmaking
regarding alcohol consumption and to fight al-
cohol abuse, focusing on drunk driving and
underage drinking problems.

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the Century Council and the distilled
spirits industry for their efforts to fight drunk
driving and underage drinking.

f

TRIBUTE TO MR. JOHN ELKHAY

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and honor the achievements of Mr.
John Elkhay of Providence, RI. The U.S.
Small Business Association has recognized
Mr. Elkhay for his achievements as a chef and
restaurateur by awarding him the Rhode Is-
land Small Businessperson of the Year award.

Mr. Elkhay has worked his way to the top in
the restaurant business, from his beginnings
as a dishwasher to his current vantage point
as a leader among Rhode Island entre-
preneurs. His two critically acclaimed res-
taurants, XO Café and Ten Prime Steak &
Sushi, have been key to the revitalization of
downtown Providence.

Mr. Elkhay’s determination to be a leader in
this field is evident from his continuous work
ethic and innovation. He began studying the
culinary arts as a senior in high school. En-
rolled in the Johnson and Wales College while
he finished high school, John quickly proved
to his teachers and employers that he was ca-
pable and creative. His experiences in the nu-
merous highly respected kitchens took him all
over the country, where he was able to hone
his skills. After returning to Rhode Island Mr.
Elkhay opened a chic tapas restaurant with
Guy Abelson. This venture soon led to several
other opportunities, and finally to his current
ventures. John has been featured in a number
of national publications including Bon Appetit,
Nation’s Restaurant News, and Gourmet Chef.
While he takes these accolades in stride, John
plans to open four more restaurants in Rhode
Island.

John Elkhay is not only a respected chef
and businessman; he is an outstanding person
whose own hardships have led him to help
others. John lost his 12 year-old son to cystic
fibrosis, and established the Ross Elkhay
Foundation in his memory. Additionally, his
Chefs for CF program has raised thousands of
dollars in donations for research over the
years.

Mr. Speaker, colleagues, I am proud to rep-
resent John Elkhay in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Please join me in recognizing
this outstanding individual whose personal and
professional contributions have garnered him
the Rhode Island Small Businessperson of the
Year Award.

f

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DONN
CULVER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002
Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

take this opportunity to pay tribute to Donn
Culver and thank him for his extraordinary
contributions to his city, his state and his fel-
low citizens. As an employee of GMAC Mort-
gage, Donn has dedicated himself to improv-
ing his community and the state by selflessly
giving his time and energy to his job, his fam-
ily and his fellow citizens. His remarkable busi-
ness and philanthropic accomplishments are
surpassed only by the hard work and dedica-
tion that he has poured into each and every-
thing he has done. As we celebrate his tre-
mendous accomplishment of earning the Colo-
rado Mortgage Lenders Association’s Hope for
Homeowners Award, let it be known that I,
along with the people of Colorado, applaud his
efforts and are grateful for all that he has done
for his state and his community.

Throughout his personal and professional
life, Donn has consistently represented the
very attributes that this award recognizes, and
I am honored to bring his achievements to
light today. Donn is currently the Vice Presi-
dent and Regional Manager for GMAC Mort-
gage, with responsibility for covering seven
middle western states, and is active in a num-
ber of housing initiatives at GMAC. He has
spent 23 years in the financial services indus-
try, with 16 years in senior management, in-
cluding a post as National Production Man-
ager for Pulte Mortgage Corp. He is an active
member of a number of committees, including
the Fannie Mae Advisory Council, he serves
as Co-Chairman for the Colorado Mortgage
Lender Association’s Affordable Housing Com-
mittee; and is a member of the Residential
Lending Committee, the Responsible Lending
Task Force for Colorado, and an instructor for
the Salvation Army and Heritage Foundation
Homeless to Home Ownership. In addition, he
is an outstanding advocate for first-time home-
buyers, and has been active in trying to pre-
vent predatory lending practices. Donn earned
a BS in marketing from Indiana University,
and, perhaps most importantly, is married with
two children. Donn is truly a remarkable man,
who has always been eager to give his time
and energy to the community, through both his
professional and philanthropic endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Donn Culver is
a man of unparalleled dedication and commit-
ment to his job, his community and to his
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