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Sample of the We the People . . . 2002
National Hearing Questions

How did the Renaissance and Reformation
change people’s views about the relationship
between the individual and society?

What are the political principles and val-
ues set forth in the Declaration of Independ-
ence?

“A  deliberative democracy, operating
under a good constitution, responds to polit-
ical disagreement not simply by majority
rule, but also by attempting to create insti-
tutions that will ensure reflection and rea-
son-giving.” Do you agree or disagree that
such institutions are essential components
of a deliberative democracy and of a ‘‘good
constitution”? Why or why not? Be prepared
to defend your position.

Should members of Congress consider
themselves delegates obligated to vote the
way the majority of the people in their dis-
tricts want or should they consider them-
selves trustees who, while taking the views
of their constituents into account, use their
own best judgment or their conscience in de-
ciding how to vote? Explain your position.

In the ratification debates, the Federalists
insisted that the Constitution had been care-
fully drafted to limit the powers of the na-
tional government. These limitations were
sufficient, they contended, to allow for
healthy, energetic government while at the
same time preventing abuses of power.
Evaluate those claims made by the Federal-
ists.

“The First Federal Congress was the most
important Congress in American history,”
according to two prominent historians. ‘‘Its
awesome agenda breathed life into the Con-
stitution, and established precedent and con-
stitutional interpretation which still guides
us 200 years later.” What was on the agenda
of the First Congress? Should those agenda
items be considered ‘‘awesome’’? Why or why
not?

Evaluate the major arguments advanced
by the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists
during the debate about the need to have a
Bill of Rights added to the Constitution.

James Q. Wilson, a noted political sci-
entist, claims, ‘“Were the American Con-
stitution the only guarantee of the independ-
ence of the American states, they would long
since have become mere administrative
subunits of government in Washington.
Their independence results in large measure
from the commitment of Americans to the
idea of local self-government and from the
fact that Congress consists of people who are
selected by and responsive to local constitu-
encies.” Do you agree or disagree with Wil-
son? Why? What evidence can you offer in
support of your position?

———

GELB TO BE INSTALLED AS
STATE OSTEOPATHIC ASSOCIA-
TION PRESIDENT

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the May 3 installation of Dr. Er-
nest R. Gelb, D.O., of West Pittston as the
91st president of the Pennsylvania Osteo-
pathic Medical Association.

Dr. Gelb specializes in family practice. He
attended Wilkes College and is a graduate of
King’s College and the Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine. He has been vice presi-
dent of the state association and a member of
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its board of trustees, a delegate to the Amer-
ican Osteopathic Association, and a commu-
nity leader in the field of family medicine.

His awards and distinctions include the re-
ceipt of the Raymond J. Saloom, D.O.,
FACGP, Memorial Award, 2000; and his se-
lection as Fellow of the American College of
Osteopathic Family Physicians, 2001;

His service to the community includes serv-
ing as health officer of the Borough of West
Pittston from 1991 to the present and as troop
committee chairman of Boy Scout Troop 352
of West Pittston. He has also served as a
member of the board of trustees of the West
Pittston Community Ambulance Association,
as its vice president from 1986 to 1993 and as
its president from 1993 to 1994.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Ernest Gelb has distin-
guished himself as a dedicated physician who
continues the osteopathic tradition of assuring
exemplary family medicine. | am pleased to
call to the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives the service to the community of
Dr. Gelb and this well-deserved honor he is
about to receive, and | wish him all the best.

———

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HISTORIC WASH-
INGTON SCHOOL, EUREKA, CALI-
FORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of the 100th Anni-
versary of the Historic Washington School in
Eureka, California, which was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places on April
12, 2002. This designation acknowledges the
significance of the school in Humboldt County
education and history.

Washington School, first opened in 1903,
was one of six square two-story grammar
schools built in the county at the beginning of
the 20th century. Of those six, Washington
School alone remains as the last representa-
tive of that era. In the 1940s Washington
School served as an Army barracks and later
became a school district warehouse.

In 1983, Washington School was remodeled
into a community senior center. The school
has been restored to its original beauty by the
Humboldt Senior Resource Center. The
facade and basic structure reflect the original
architectural design. The building is a very im-
portant element in the historic Victorian Sea-
port of Eureka. Many seniors who are involved
at the Center today are former students of the
grammar school.

A celebration of the listing on the National
Register will take place on May 17, 2002 with
the unveiling of a bronze plague made by art
students at Humboldt State University.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we honor this historic building that links
us to our past and preserves it for a new cen-
tury.
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HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED
PUBLIC SERVICE OF PAT FER-
GUSON

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Pat Ferguson on his retirement
as the Trousdale County executive. Pat has
served as the Tennessee county’s chief officer
for 14 years and is the first to preside over the
new Metropolitan Hartsville/Trousdale County
government.

During his capable tenure, Pat helped cre-
ate an emergency 911 system, reduce prop-
erty taxes and enhance the county’s ambu-
lance service. His leadership was also instru-
mental in getting a new health department and
middle school built.

Pat fought tirelessly for Hartsville to have
good access to the state’s interstate highway
system so more industry and better jobs would
be lured to the city. In fact, he helped con-
vince the Tennessee Valley Authority to allow
the site of an old abandoned nuclear plant to
be used as an industrial development park,
which will certainly lead to more jobs in the fu-
ture.

Pat's dedication and tireless service to his
community has benefitted all, including the nu-
merous civic boards and organizations to
which he belongs. The people of Trousdale
County could not have asked for a better pub-
lic servant. | cordially congratulate Pat on his
distinguished career as a public servant and
wish him well in future endeavors.

—

TRIBUTE TO MR. WILLIAM
BURRUS, PRESIDENT, AMERICAN
POSTAL WORKERS UNION, AFL-
CIO

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | ask for unanimous
consent to insert my statement into the record
and revise and extend my remarks. William
Burrus is the President of the American Postal
Workers Union, AFL-CIO. The APWU rep-
resents 330,000 clerk, maintenance and motor
vehicle employees working in the 38,000 facili-
ties of the U.S. Postal Service, as well as
workers in several private transportation and
mail companies.

Mr. Burrus was elected in October 2001
with more than 53 percent of the vote in a
three-way contest. He is the first African-
American in 220 years of American labor his-
tory to be directly elected president by the
membership of a national union. He also
serves on the Executive Council of the na-
tional AFL—CIO.

Mr. Burrus has held numerous elected and
appointed positions within the APWU. Begin-
ning in November 1980, he served as APWU
Executive Vice President until his election as
president. From 1974 to 1980, he served as
President until his election as president. From
1974 to 1980, he served as President of the
Cleveland, Ohio APWU Local. While President
of the Cleveland Local, he was a delegate to
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the Cleveland AFL—CIO. In 1968 he was elect-
ed Vice President of the Cleveland Local of
the National Postal Union, a predecessor of
the APWU. In 1971, after serving on the com-
mittee that merged five unions to create the
American Postal Workers Union, he was elect-
ed Director of Research and Education of the
Ohio State APWU. In 1972, he was appointed
to the national APWU’'s Human Relations
Committee.

In 1975, Mr. Burrus joined with the presi-
dents of the APWU locals in New York, Pitts-
burgh and Detroit to form the APWU Presi-
dents Conference. He was elected chairman
in 1978. During his tenure, he led a movement
to reject the 1978 tentative collective bar-
gaining agreement, resulting in a re-negotia-
tion of the wage package.

Mr. Burrus began working for the United
States Post Office in 1958 as a distribution
clerk.

In 1980, Mr. Burrus was appointed to the
Ohio Advisory Board of the U.S. Civil Rights
Commission, and in 1984, he was elected to
the National Board of the A. Philip Randolph
Institute. Mr. Burrus served on the Board of
Directors of the National Black College Alumni
Hall of Fame. He serves as a member of the
Executive Board of the National Coalition of
Black Voter Participation. In May 2002, Ebony
magazine named Mr. Burrus one of the 100+
Most Influential Black Americans.

Mr. Burrus is a member of the Executive
Committee of the Union Network International,
a global federation of unions that represent
postal workers and other service workers. He
also serves on the Federal Advisory Council
on Occupational Safety and Health.

William Burrus was born in Wheeling, West
Virginia. After graduating with honors from Lin-
coln High School, he attended West Virginia
State College. He served in the 101st Airborne
Division and 4th Armored Tank Division of the
United States Army.

Mr. Burrus is married to Ethelda Burrus. He
has four daughters: Valerie, Doni, Kimberly
and Kristy, one stepson, Antwon, seven
grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren. He
resides in southern Maryland.

| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Burrus, a great American labor lead-
er.

————

IN HONOR OF THE SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA RAILWAY MUSEUM
AT FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Southern California Railway
Museum at Fullerton, California.

Railroads have played a major part in how
the west was won. The history of the Amer-
ican railroad is an amazing story, rich in color-
ful characters and anecdotes. It is also a his-
tory of amazing feats of strength and courage:
The railroad was built by men who had to face
many obstacles. More than 20,000 men built
the Transcontinental Railroad which linked the
East Coast with the West Coast. In truth, the
story of the Transcontinental Railroad is one
of the most heroic in American history.

Some of the dangers that the railroad work-
ers faced were long 12 hour work shifts, sear-
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ing summer heat, Indian attacks, and most
dangerous of all, the lawless and violent
makeshift towns that erupted at the end of the
line. Most of the workers were immigrants with
over 10,000 Chinese workers. Other nationali-
ties included Irish, German, Dutch and
Czechoslovakian. In addition, thousands of
Civil War veterans worked on the Union Pa-
cific.

The United States had long been divided by
its 3,000 mile cross country distance. In order
to reach the West Coast of the United States,
travelers had to venture around Cape Horn,
South America. It was a perilous journey filled
with great trepidation. The other route to Cali-
fornia meant crossing miles of land through
dangerous Indian country or even facing the
perils of starvation, weather, and accidents.

In 1862, the Congress passed the first of
several Railroad Acts, finally choosing a route
from Omaha to Sacramento. With the founda-
tions in place for a route across the States,
and with the design expertise of genius Theo-
dore Judah, a brilliant young engineer who
found a way to lay tracks across the Sierra
Nevada Mountains of California, the race to
build the Transcontinental Railroad across the
country had begun.

Two companies began the transcontinental
construction of the tracks which the “lron
Horse” would travel—The Union Pacific and
the Central Pacific. On May 10, 1869, the two
railroads met in Promontory Point, Utah, for
the official ceremonies where a gold spike was
driven into the ground to commemorate the six
years of hard, grueling work which culminated
in the completion of the Transcontinental Rail-
road.

The railroads have since played a very im-
portant, crucial part in the expansion of the
West, both in population and economic oppor-
tunities. In addition, the railroads have long
captured the imaginations of young and old
alike, who are mesmerized by the sound of a
train whistle and the beautiful powerful trains
which are truly a part of American history and
folklore.

Please join with me today in recognizing the
importance of keeping the history of the rail-
road alive and to promote the education of
America’s children in the great traditions of the
railroad. | commend the Southern California
Railroad Museum in Fullerton, California, for
its many contributions to the preserving the
important historical artifacts detailing Amer-
ica’s railroads and for teaching the children in
our community about their American legacy.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE “FREE-
LANCE WRITERS AND ARTISTS
PROTECTION ACT OF 2002

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, the advent of
the Internet has created an entirely new mar-
ket for the distribution of creative content,
such as music, movies, news articles, and
photographs. The desire for instant information
has made it more important than ever to get
that work out to millions of people quickly and
to have the rights to the distribution of articles
and graphics cleared immediately.

As we saw from last year's New York Times
v. Tasini case, however, the creators of infor-
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mation—freelance writers, illustrators, cartoon-
ists, graphic designers, and photographers—
often have not shared in the benefits of this
new market. In some cases, large media con-
glomerates often force creators to sign away
the rights to their works through “take it or
leave it"—or adhesion—contracts if they wish
to have them published and distributed.

Individual writers and artists don’t stand a
chance of negotiating favorable terms and
fees when they must go up against media gi-
ants. And because many creators are not
“employees” of the publishers, the antitrust
laws forbid them from bargaining as a unit or
even sharing information about the pricing of
their work. Each freelancer must, therefore, go
it alone and negotiate individually with the
publishers who control the media outlets.

| believe that copyright protection should
benefit individual creators—not only media
corporations. To remedy the imbalances be-
tween the media giants and freelance cre-
ators, Congressman Cannon and | are intro-
ducing the “Freelance Writers and Artists Pro-
tection Act of 2002.”

First, this legislation gives freelance writers
and artists an antitrust exemption so they can
present a united front against the big media
companies who have been forcing them to
sign nonnegotiable contracts that surrender all
their rights. In doing so, the bill makes it easi-
er for freelancers to bargain fairly for their
rights as a collective.

In addition, because of the speed and na-
ture of the publishing industry, these same
freelance writers and artists often do not have
time to have their works protected under the
copyright laws before the publications they go
into are printed. As a result, the creators may
not receive relief under the copyright laws if
their works are stolen. The bill remedies this
by automatically protecting the individual
works when the publication receives copyright
protection.

Finally, this bill addresses the problem of
the theft of creative works that have not been
released. There are creators who decide not
to release an article, book, movie, or song, but
others steal them and infringe on the creators’
rights. The criminal copyright law penalizes
those who infringe works having a retail value
of $1,000 or more, but works that have not
been released are not protected because they
have no retail value. They are, however, valu-
able to their creators, and we need to close
the loophole in the law that allows the theft of
these unreleased or unpublished works. For
that reason, the bill amends the law to say
that the theft of unpublished works also can
be a criminal offense.

| hope this bill can be the start of productive
discussions in the House and particularly in
the Judiciary Committee about how we can
enhance the power of freelance writers and
artists and how we can protect their work.

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS GALLO, SR.

HON. JAMES A. TRAFICANT, JR.

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 2, 2002
Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, today, | am

deeply saddened to share the news of the
passing of Thomas Gallo, Sr.
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