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herself, that | wish to bring before this body of
Congress. She is a remarkable woman, who
has achieved extraordinary things in her ca-
reer and for her community. It is my privilege
to extend to Jody Voss my congratulations on
twenty years of faithful service and wish her
the best in her future endeavors.

———————

HONORING JEWELL FRANCES
WELLS GOLDEN ON HER 90TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mr. JEFF MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to offer a happy birthday to one of
Northwest Florida’'s true matriarchs, Jewell
Frances Wells Golden, who turned 90 years
old on April 16, 2002.

The daughter of one of the Northwest Flor-
ida’s pioneering families and a true Panhandle
native, Mrs. Golden has used her years to in-
spire and help shape our community in numer-
ous ways. As a wife of 66 years to the late Al-
bert Golden, their many business ventures can
be felt all along the Gulf Coast. From humble
beginnings, the two embarked upon under-
takings that included a number of banks, oil
companies, and a local newspaper. Along with
these endeavors, side-by side, Mr. and Mrs.
Golden founded the Church of the Living God
in 1977, where she is still a devoted member.

Mrs. Golden’s influence reaches well be-
yond her business enterprises. Her impact
earned her the 1970 “Personality of the
South” and 1974 “Florida Mother of the Year”
awards in recognition of her service to her
community and state. Mrs. Golden was a dele-
gate with the Florida Department of Agriculture
with a mission to promote goodwill with other
nations. She also served as director of Santa
Rosa County’s United Way from 1964—1965.

Mrs. Golden is adored by a family of 3 chil-
dren, 11 living grandchildren, 20 living great
(grandchildren, and a thankful community.
Through her example, we have all learned that
hard work, dedication, and strong values will
lead to success and happiness.

On behalf of the United States Congress, |
would like to wish this special woman the
happiest of birthdays and many more to come.
| offer my sincere thanks for all she has done
for Northwest Florida.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DEBORAH PRYCE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2002

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | was re-
grettably absent the week of April 8, 2002,
and on April 16 and 17, 2002. Consequently,
I missed the following recorded votes. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea” on
rolicall Nos. 80, 81, 82, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89,
92, 93, 94, 95, 97, and 98, and “no” on rollcall
Nos. 83, 90, 91, and 96.
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CHILD CUSTODY PROTECTION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM RYUN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 17, 2002

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today on behalf of the American family, and to
express my support to the Child Custody Pro-
tection Act.

As elected officials, we have been entrusted
with the great responsibility of protecting not
only the rights of the individual, but also up-
holding and reinforcing the authority of the
States in which they live. Before us is a bill
that not only strengthens existing state laws,
but also protects a very vulnerable group in to-
day’s society—pregnant teens.

A 1998 poll shows that 78 percent of Ameri-
cans strongly disagreed with the transporting
of a minor across state lines to obtain an
abortion without her parents’ knowledge. Our
constituents have spoken, and it is our explicit
responsibility to protect the rights of parents in
the 43 States that have parental involvement
statutes.

One specific example is the Hope Clinic in
Granite City, IL, which brazenly cites lllinois’
lack of required parental consent through radio
ads in St. Louis, essentially supporting the cir-
cumvention of Missouri State laws. We must
prevent clinics from luring in teenagers from
States where parental consent is required.

If our genuine goal as Representatives is to
improve the safety and well-being of the
American public, then we must pass the Child
Custody Protection Act.

FAIR CARE FOR KIDS ACT

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, each day an
estimated 13 million children, including 6 mil-
lion infants and toddlers, spend some part of
their day being cared for someone other than
their parents. Research shows that quality
early care and education leads to increased
cognitive abilities, positive classroom learning
behavior, increased likelihood of long-term
school success, and greater likelihood of long-
term economic and social self-sufficiency.
Childcare centers and family childcare homes
need to provide care that promotes healthy
development. Parents need to be able to go to
work and have the piece of mind that their
children are in safe, nurturing environments.

Childcare is costly. Many families cannot af-
ford childcare. For families with young children
and a monthly income under $1,200, the cost
of childcare typically consumes 25 percent of
their income.

On an average monthly basis, more than
1.8 million children, nationwide benefit from
federal financial assistance for childcare
through Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF), Social Services Block Grant
(SSBC), the Child Care and Development
Block Grant (CCDBG) and USDA Child and
Adult Care Food program. There are more
children receiving federal childcare help
through these programs than through Head
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Start. But, generally, the quality of care is
much lower.

Reimbursement rates, which determine the
maximum the State will reimburse a childcare
provider for the care of a child who receives
a federal subsidy, are too low to ensure that
quality care is accessible to all families. Cur-
rently, in New Mexico day care providers are
being reimbursed at lower rates than the cur-
rent market rate, including licensed centers
that provide infant care. As a result, many of
the best childcare setting or even average
ones, limit or do not accept children who are
on assistance.

Low payment rates directly affect the kind of
care children get and whether families can find
quality childcare in their communities. In many
instances, low payment rates force child care
providers to cut corners in ways that lower the
quality of care for children, including reducing
number of staff, and eliminating staff training
opportunities.

If day care providers are not reimbursed at
or near the current market rate, then the low-
est income children are forced to go to the
most marginal settings. And in some states,
parents or grandparents are prohibited from
making up the difference between the subsidy
and the fee for higher quality care.

Children in low quality childcare are more
likely to have delayed reading and language
skills. Parents need access to affordable, qual-
ity care for their children. Increased payment
rates lead to higher quality child care as child
care providers are able to attract and retain
qualified staff, provide salary increases and
professional training, and maintain a safe and
healthy environment.

That is why | am introducing the Fair Care
for Kids Act. My bill would require that current
market rates are paid to day care providers
who receive federal funding. Market surveys,
which identify market rates, must be current
and that is why they must be updated annu-
ally.

This bill is a step in the right direction for
helping our working parents. This bill is a step
in the right direction to providing quality day
care to our children.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE CROATIAN SONS
LODGE NUMBER 170

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to congratulate the Croatian Sons
Lodge Number 170 of the Croatian Fraternal
Union, on the festive occasion of its 95th Anni-
versary and Golden Member banquet, on Sun-
day, April 28, 2002.

This year, the Croatian Fraternal Union will
hold this gala event at the Croatian Center in
Merrillville, Indiana. Traditionally, the anniver-
sary celebration entails a formal recognition of
the Union’s Golden Members, those who have
achieved fifty years of membership. This
year's honorees who have attained fifty years
of membership include: William A. Bursich,
Sally Cullen, Lynn Edward Evans, Steve Jack
Grdina, Anastasia Kresich, Eugene Krukowski,
Michael F. Luketic, Charles Peretin, Stefania
Peretin, Dorothea Petrovich, Stephen Ratkay,
Dennis Rivich, Frances Staresnick, Peter T.
Sut, and Mary Ann Thews.
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These loyal and dedicated individuals share
this prestigious honor with over 300 additional
Lodge members who have previously attained
this important designation.

This memorable day will begin with a morn-
ing mass at Saint Joseph the Worker Catholic
Church in Gary, Indiana, with the Reverend
Father Stephen Loncar presiding. The festivi-
ties will be culturally enriched by the perform-
ance of several Croatian musical groups. The
Hoosier Hrvati Adult Tamburitza Orchestra di-
rected by Frank Jovanovich, the Croatian Glee
Club “Preradovic,” and the Croatian Strings
Tamburitzans and Junior Dancers directed by
Dennis Barunica will perform at this gala
event. A formal dinner banquet will end the
day’s festivities.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
Lodge President Betty Morgavan, and all the
other members of the Croatian Fraternal
Union Lodge Number 170, for their loyalty and
radiant display of passion for their ethnicity.
The Croatian community has played a key role
in enriching the quality of life and culture of
Northwest Indiana. It is my hope that this year
will bring renewed hope and prosperity for all
members of the Croatian community and their
families. 1 am proud to represent these gifted
residents of the First Congressional District of
Indiana.

————

RICHARD HAIRE RETIRES FROM
CORRALES ELEMENTARY

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, we
all know that our schools will never be any
better than the men and women who teach in
them. | rise today to pay tribute to a remark-
able teacher who has made Corrales Elemen-
tary one of the best in my home state of New
Mexico.

Corrales has been truly fortunate to have
someone of the talents and dedication of Mr.
Haire within the community. It is an honor to
be able to recognize him on this special occa-
sion.

After serving as an exemplary elementary
school teacher in New Mexico for more than
32 years, Richard Haire is retiring the chalk,
and will end a career that will conclude with
teaching a fifth grade class of children at
Corrales Elementary for twenty-three consecu-
tive years. | say he is retiring the chalk be-
cause | know that he will continue to con-
tribute to the community in a variety of ways.

Mr. Haire graduated second in a class of
360 in 1965 from Commack High School in
upstate New York, where his classmates
voted him most likely to succeed. He grad-
uated cum laude from the State University of
New York with a BA in psychology, and then
received his Ms in Education from Syracuse
University.

In addition to teaching children, Mr. Haire
was a mentor to scores of his colleagues. In-
deed, he is a teacher’s teacher. His greatest
service to our community lies in his devotion
as an educator to his students. He deserves
the greatest praise both from the families of
these young individuals, and from all those
whose lives he has touched. His efforts are an
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invaluable investment in New Mexico’s future
and we are all truly blessed that we had such
a dedicated professional in the classroom.

It is impossible to find a former student
whose life has not been changed positively by
Mr. Haire. Everyone can point to a turning
point where his teaching caused each to em-
bark upon a course of action. In his service to
education, Mr. Haire embraced the principle
that one person can make a difference, by
leading by example, getting people involved,
touching everything and everyone in the com-
munity.

Teachers like Richard Haire do make a dif-
ference. | believe so strongly in education. |
know that as we battle the ills of our society—
poverty and hopelessness—education is the
great beacon and the great hope. | strongly
believe that our public school system will con-
tinue to meet the challenges of the 21st cen-
tury. The commitment Mr. Haire has made to
children both in and out of the classroom con-
tinues to illustrate the power of a single per-
son.

Mr. Speaker, in 1818, Thomas Jefferson
said, “A system of general education, which
shall reach every description of our citizens
from the richest to the poorest, as it was the
earliest, so will it be the latest of all the public
concerns in which | shall permit myself to take
an interest.” This quotation embodies Richard
Haire’s career.

We will dearly miss his service at Corrales
Elementary.

LEGISLATION TO AMEND THE NA-
TIVE AMERICAN HOUSING LOAN
PILOT PROGRAM

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGO

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGO. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce legislation which will amend
the Native American Housing Loan Pilot Pro-
gram by making spouses of qualified Native
Americans, including American Samoans, Na-
tive Hawaiians, Native Alaskans and American
Indians, eligible to obtain VA home loans.

While veterans living in most of our nation
have been able to obtain home loans guaran-
teed by the federal government for decades,
certain segments of our veteran population did
not obtain this benefit until the 1990s. Many
American Samoan, Native Hawaiian, Native
Alaskans and Native American Indian veterans
who lived on native lands were not eligible for
home loans because, among other reasons,
fee simple title to the land could not be ac-
quired. Without clear title to the land, commer-
cial banks would not make home loans and,
without commercial loans, the Department of
Veterans Affairs could not offer assistance to
these veterans.

In 1992, Congress created a pilot program
to address this problem. This program was
created through 88 of P.L. 102-547 and is
now called the Native American Housing Loan
Pilot Program. The Native American Housing
Loan Pilot Program provides VA direct hous-
ing loans to Native Americans who, because
of where they live, are not eligible for the na-
tional VA home loan guarantee program. Pa-
cific Islanders, Native Hawaiians, Native Amer-
ican Indians and Native Alaskans all benefit
from this program.
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For nine years, this program has been a tre-
mendous success—hundreds of loans have
been made and the default rate is very low.
However, this direct loan program does not
solve the housing problem for veterans mar-
ried to American Samoans, Native Hawaiians,
Native Alaskans and Native American Indians.

In American Samoa, for example, there are
many non-Samoan veterans married to a Sa-
moan spouse who are ineligible to obtain VA
home loans. These non-Samoan veterans are
surprised to find out first, that the national VA
home loan program is not available to them,
and second, that they are ineligible to partici-
pate in the Native American Housing Loan
Pilot Program, which is operational in Amer-
ican Samoa.

The bill | introduce today will expand the eli-
gibility of the program by making spouses of
qualified American Samoans, Native Hawai-
ians, Native Alaskans and Native American In-
dians eligible to obtain VA home loans.

This would be a small adjustment to the cur-
rent eligible population and would be made
available only in those few areas in which the
national VA home loan program has not been
implemented.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

————

ISRAEL DESERVES THE RIGHT TO
DEFEND HERSELF

HON. RONNIE SHOWS

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, since September
11th, Americans have been living in a new
age. Attacks on New York and Washington
made us keenly aware of our vulnerability.

Never before had we been attacked so sav-
agely so close to home. That is a day we will
never forget.

Well, Mr. Speaker, now we all know what it
must be like to be an Israeli, because this has
been the pattern of THEIR lives, every day.

Israel has long lived under the shadow of
terrorism. In the aftermath of 9—11, Americans
need look no further than the people of Israel
as a source of strength and courage.

Terrorists have no regard for
human life and have threatened
Israelis for years.

But in recent weeks these terrorists have
escalated their bloody tactics and threaten
ALL innocent Middle Easterners who just want
to live in peace.

They have escalated their violence to a ter-
rifying level that threatens regional stability
and world peace.

Mr. Speaker, the whole world is watching
and wondering and praying for peace in the
Middle East and an end to this senseless
slaughter.

Our President has stepped up to the plate
and initiated negotiations towards that end.

That's all well and good, Mr. Speaker, but
on the very day that Secretary of State Powell
arrived in Israel to begin the process, yet an-
other terrorist bomb blew a hole in the heart
of peace itself.

And in spite of this we continue to insist that
Israel pull its troops out of the West Bank! Mr.
Speaker, we are asking Israel NOT to defend
herself.

Mr. Speaker, how can we ask Israel to pull
back—to stop defending itself—at the very

innocent
innocent
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