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IN MEMORIUM OF THE LATE

PRESIDENT LEOPOLD SEDAR
SENGHOR

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a great leader, the past President of
Senegal, Leopold Sedar Senghor who past
away on December 20th, 2001. President
Senghor was a educator, poet, statesman,
and a friend of the United States of America.

President Senghor was born in a small town
of Joal, Senegal in 1906. He received a schol-
arship to attend school in France where in
1935 he became the first African to receive
the ‘‘Agrégé’’ (doctorate degree) in French lan-
guage and literature.

After teaching for a number of years, he
served in the French army during World War
II (1935–1945), was captured, and spent two
years in German prison camps. It was as a
prisoner of war that he managed to write
some of his best poetry. After the war,
Senghor was recruited by the French Socialist
Party and was later elected to represent Sen-
egal in the National Assembly in Paris in
which capacity he served until the French ter-
ritories became independent. In 1960, France
granted independence to Senegal and
Leopold Senghor was elected its first presi-
dent.

Few chief of states could match his political
skill or his personal charisma. This was espe-
cially notable when President John F. Ken-
nedy hosted President Senghor at a state visit
in 1961 at the White House. As recorded in
the memoirs of Ambassador of Senegal at that
time—the Honorable Philip Kaiser—the two
gentlemen developed a special bond. Ambas-
sador Kaiser remarked ‘‘they were both intel-
lectuals, both highly cultivated, both Catholic
in countries predominantly Protestant or Mos-
lem, and not the least of all, both creative,
pragmatic politicians.’’

During the 1960s, President Senghor’s
friendship with the United States grew and
was evident in his support for President Ken-
nedy during the Cuban missile crisis. Wash-
ington strategist realized that Moscow could
evade the U.S. naval blockade around Cuba
by flying Soviet planes, with atomic warheads
aboard, to Havana if they were able to land
and refuel in Dakar, Senegal’s capital. Presi-
dent Senghor agreed to Washington’s request
to deny the Russians landing rights in Dakar
and made it clear that his relationship with
President Kennedy was a crucial factor in his
decision. President Senghor was also the first
African leader to receive Peace Corps volun-
teers—a program highly touted by President
Kennedy.

In 1978, President Senghor won Senegal’s
first multiparty election easily after successfully
introducing amendments to the constitution to
foster multiparty politics. He resigned in 1981,
thus becoming the first leader of an inde-
pendent African country to give up power vol-
untarily.

He has been acclaimed as one of the most
astute thinkers of our time. He was one of
three to develop the concept of ‘‘negritude’’
which refers to the distinctive culture shared
by Africans and people of African ancestry
around the world. He won several awards for

his poetry including the highly coveted PEN
award and had been nominated for the Nobel
Prize in Literature several times. He was ad-
mitted to Academie Francaise—the first black
person to receive France’s highest honor for
enduring contribution to French life and letters.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that all my colleagues
join me in celebrating the life and the political
accomplishments of a friend of the United
States of America, the late President Leopold
Sedar Senghor of Senegal.

f

TRIBUTE TO MRS. MARIAN M.
OLIVER

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mrs. Marion M. Oliver of South
Carolina, a retired educator with numerous
years in the public school systems. A dedi-
cated servant to her fellow citizens, she has
amassed many years of volunteer service to
her community. I join the citizens of Orange-
burg and Barnwell Counties in expressing our
deep appreciation and gratitude to her for a
lifetime of outstanding service.

Mrs. Oliver was born February 17, 1912, in
Bamberg County, South Carolina. She at-
tended schools in through high school. After
graduating high school she continue her edu-
cation at Claflin University in Orangeburg, SC.
There she received a Bachelor of Arts in Early
Childhood Education. After graduation, her de-
sire to help others lead her to a thirty-seven
year teaching career in Orangeburg and Barn-
well Counties, South Carolina.

Though Mrs. Oliver has no biological chil-
dren, she has raised two; Dwight and Pearl
Ethel, as her own and has been a mentor to
many others in her community. She has in-
vested much of her time supporting her church
and community through personal involvement
and countless fundraisers. In addition to her
leadership positions in her church, Sunday
School Teacher and President of United Meth-
odist Women, she is an active member of the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP).

At age eighty-nine, Mrs. Oliver is still active
with United Methodist Women and several
other organizations in her community including
Cooperative Church Ministries of Orangeburg,
American Association of Retired Persons
(AARP), Retired Teachers’ Association, and a
local needbased service group called Senior
Support Group. Because of her tireless dedi-
cation to church and community, Mrs. Oliver is
now reaping the harvest of her efforts through
the admiration she receives from her neigh-
bors and appreciation she receives from those
whose lives she has touched.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in honoring Mrs. Marian M.
Oliver for the immeasurable service she has
offered to her community through her roles as
a teacher, civic leader and volunteer. I sin-
cerely thank Mrs. Oliver for her life-long com-
mitment to helping others and wish her good
luck and Godspeed.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO GAY CAPPIS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Gay
Cappis and thank her for her extraordinary
contributions as County Clerk for San Miguel
County. Her life-long dedication to both her job
and the people of San Miguel County is
matched only by the level of integrity and hon-
esty with which she has conducted herself
each and every day while at her post. She will
always be remembered as an employee with
the utmost dedication and talent, and will con-
tinue to be known as a leader in her commu-
nity. As she celebrates her retirement, let it be
known that I, along with each and every per-
son with whom she has worked and the peo-
ple of San Miguel County, are eternally grate-
ful for all that she has accomplished in her
more than 50 years of public service.

Gay worked in the San Miguel County office
for over 24 years, beginning as a typist at the
age of 19 for County Clerk Shelly Clark. Gay
was later appointed Deputy County Clerk by
Mollie Rae Carver in 1964. She was then ap-
pointed County Clerk in 1970 and has run
successfully for this important position to this
day. For over 50 years, Gay has selflessly
given her time, energy and unrelenting com-
mitment to the people of San Miguel County.
Although we are sad to lose her services, we
are happy that she will now have more time to
travel and relax with her husband George and
enjoy her well deserved retirment.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Gay Cappis is
a woman of unparalleled dedication and com-
mitment to both her professional endeavors
and the people of her community. It is her un-
relenting passion for each and every thing she
does, as well as her spirit of honesty and in-
tegrity with which she has always conducted
herself, that I wish to bring before this body of
Congress. She is a remarkable woman, who
has achieved extraordinary things in her ca-
reer and for her community. It is my privilege
to extend to her my congratulations on her re-
tirement and wish her the best in her future
endeavors.

f

SLAUGHTER-HOEFFEL-SMITH RES-
OLUTION ON THE UKRAINIAN
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, today I,
along with my colleagues Rep. JOSEPH
HOEFFEL and Rep. CHRISTOPHER SMITH, intro-
duced a resolution urging the Government of
Ukraine to ensure a democratic, transparent,
and fair election process leading up to the
March 31, 2002 parliamentary elections.

In April 2001, 1 was troubled to learn about
the Ukrainian Parliament’s vote to remove re-
form-minded Prime Minister Viktor
Yushchenko. This change in government
came in the midst of the ongoing political tur-
moil resulting from allegations over the in-
volvement of President Leonid Kuchma in the
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case of murdered journalist Heorhiy
Gongadze. Meanwhile, reports of government
corruption and harassment of the media have
raised concerns about the Ukrainian govern-
ment’s commitment to democratic principles.
As a founding member and Co-chair of the
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, I have spo-
ken out for a more democratic Ukraine and
expressed my continued concern about the
lack of progress in the Gongadze case and re-
cent political instability.

On March 31, 2002, Ukraine will hold its
third parliamentary elections since becoming
independent more than ten years ago. It is
widely believed that the outcome of the par-
liamentary elections will determine whether
Ukraine continues to pursue democratic re-
forms, or experiences further political turmoil.
The intent of my resolution is to make the
Government of Ukraine aware that the U.S.
Congress is monitoring the conduct of the par-
liamentary election process closely, and will
not just be focusing on Election Day results.

According to the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe Office of Demo-
cratic Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/
ODIHR) final report on Ukraine’s most recent
national election, the presidential election of
1999 was marred by violations of Ukrainian
election law and failed to meet a significant
number of OSCE election commitments. There
is now concern that the 2002 parliamentary
elections will be compromised by similar viola-
tions. Two recent reports on the 2002 par-
liamentary elections released by the Com-
mittee on Voters of Ukraine (CVU), a leading
Ukrainian watchdog group on elections, have
cited numerous violations in the campaign
process.

My resolution urges the Government of
Ukraine to enforce impartially the new election
law signed by President Kuchma on October
30, 2001, which was cited in a OSCE/ODIHR
report dated November 26, 2001 as making
improvements in Ukraine’s electoral code and
providing safeguards to meet Ukraine’s com-
mitments on democratic elections. The resolu-
tion also urges the Government of Ukraine to
meet its commitments on democratic elections
and address issues identified by the OSCE in
its final report on the 1999 elections, such as
state interference in the campaign and pres-
sure on the media. Finally, the resolution calls
upon the Government of Ukraine to allow both
domestic and international election monitors
full access to the parliamentary election proc-
ess.

It is my hope that this resolution will send a
clear message to the Government of Ukraine
that the U.S. Congress will not simply rubber
stamp funding requests for Ukraine without
also considering the serious issues involved in
Ukraine’s democratic development. In par-
ticular, the conduct of the 2002 parliamentary
elections will have a major impact on funding
considerations when Members of Congress
are again confronted with the task of bal-
ancing their support of the U.S.-Ukrainian rela-
tionship with Ukraine’s progress in making
democratic reforms.

I urge my colleagues to support the Slaugh-
ter-Hoeffel-Smith resolution, and encourage
the Government of Ukraine to conduct a
democratic, transparent, and fair parliamentary
election process.

CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS ON
MARTIN LUTHER KING’S SPE-
CIAL BOND WITH ISRAEL

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, as a nation we

have recently celebrated the contributions of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in the noble cru-
sades of Civil Liberty and Equal Rights, and in
a few days we will commence a celebration of
the contributions of African-Americans to our
nation’s history in ‘‘Black History Month.’’ Dr.
King was an exemplar and a martyr for these
causes. As an advocate for an oppressed
people, he was in a unique position to offer in-
sights into the suffering of the Jewish people.

My distinguished colleague from Georgia,
Mr. JOHN LEWIS, recently summarized Dr.
King’s sentiments of empathy with the Jewish
community in an article appearing on January
21, 2001 in the San Francisco Chronicle enti-
tled ‘‘King’s Special Bond With Israel.’’ Mr.
LEWIS was a contemporary of Dr. King in the
Civil Rights movement of the sixties and has
carried King’s ‘‘Dream’’ of equality and justice
into the twenty-first century. He has main-
tained an active role in politics and has been
an outspoken champion of human rights and
progressive social movements. His recent
sponsorship of legislation discouraging racial
profiling, and his dedicated support of the Na-
tional Museum of African-American History
and Culture, further illustrate his commitment
to a society that is truly free of racial inequal-
ity.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask that Congressman
LEWIS’s article be placed in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. I encourage my colleagues in
the House to consider the position articulated
by Dr. King, and in so doing, develop an ap-
preciation for the parallel sufferings of the
Jewish and African-American communities.
[From the San Francisco Chronicle, Jan. 21,

2002]
KING’S SPECIAL BOND WITH ISRAEL

(By John Lewis)
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. under-

stood the meaning of discrimination and op-
pression. He sought ways to achieve libera-
tion and peace, and he thus understood that
a special relationship exists between Afri-
can-Americans and American Jews.

This message was true in his time and is
true today.

He knew that both peoples were uprooted
involuntarily from their homelands. He
knew that both peoples were shaped by the
tragic experience of slavery. He knew that
both peoples were forced to live in ghettos,
victims of segregation.

We knew that both peoples were subject to
laws passed with the particular intent of op-
pressing them simply because they were
Jewish or black. He knew that both peoples
have been subjected to oppression and geno-
cide on a level unprecedented in history.

King understood how important it is not to
stand by in the face of injustice. He under-
stood the cry, ‘‘Let my people go.’’

Long before the plight of the Jews in the
Soviet Union was on the front pages, he
raised his voice. ‘‘I cannot stand idly by,
even though I happen to live in the United
States and even though I happen to be an
American Negro and not be concerned about
what happens to the Jews in Soviet Russia.
For what happens to them happens to me
and you, and we must be concerned.’’

During his lifetime King witnessed the
birth of Israel and the continuing struggle to
build a nation. He consistently reiterated his
stand on the Israel-Arab conflict, stating
‘‘Israel’s right to exist as a state in security
is uncontestable.’’ It was no accident that
King emphasized ‘‘security’’ in his state-
ments on the Middle East.

On March 25, 1968, less than two weeks be-
fore his tragic death, he spoke out with clar-
ity and directness stating, ‘‘peace for Israel
means security, and we must stand with all
our might to protect its right to exist, its
territorial integrity. I see Israel as one of
the great outposts of democracy in the
world, and a marvelous example of what can
be done, how desert land can be transformed
into an oasis of brotherhood and democracy.
Peace for Israel means security and that se-
curity must be a reality.’’

During the recent U.N. Conference on Rac-
ism held in Durban, South Africa, we were
all shocked by the attacks on Jews, Israel
and Zionism. The United States of America
stood up against these vicious attacks.

Once again, the words of King ran through
my memory, ‘‘I solemnly pledge to do my ut-
most to uphold the fair name of the Jews—
because bigotry in any form is an affront to
us all.’’

During an appearance at Harvard Univer-
sity shortly before his death, a student stood
up and asked King to address himself to the
issue of Zionism. The question was clearly
hostile. King responded, ‘‘When people criti-
cize Zionists they mean Jews, you are talk-
ing anti-Semitism.’’

King taught us many lessons. As turbu-
lence continues to grip the Middle East, his
words should continue to serve as our guide.
I am convinced that were he alive today he
would speak clearly calling for an end to the
violence between Israelis and Arabs.

He would call upon his fellow Nobel Peace
Prize winner, Yasser Arafat, to fulfill the
dream of peace and do all that is within his
power to stop the violence.

He would urge continuing negotiations to
reduce tensions and bring about the first
steps toward genuine peace.

King had a dream of an ‘‘oasis of brother-
hood and democracy’’ in the Middle East.

As we celebrate his life and legacy, let us
work for the day when Israelis and Palestin-
ians, Jews and Muslims, will be able to sit in
peace ‘‘under his vine and fig tree and none
shall make him afraid.’’

f

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LAVELLE
CRAIG

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Lavelle
Craig and thank him for his contributions to
the community of Canon City, Colorado.
Lavelle will always be remembered as a dedi-
cated administrator and leader of the commu-
nity, and as he celebrates his retirement, let it
be known that this will be a great loss for a
town that has relied on him for his knowledge
and wisdom in times of hardship and pros-
perity.

Lavelle has been a tireless servant of the
business and civic community for many years.
As a member of the business community, he
served as a bank executive with Fremont Na-
tional Bank. Answering a call to public service
in 1995, Lavelle entered into the field of poli-
tics. He was elected that year to the City
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