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should be given the opportunity to yearly at-
tend workshops or conferences and to proc-
ess with colleagues the information gained.

Secondly, I strongly believe that funding
needs to be provided to have a science con-
sultant in each elementary building. This
person would function as a teacher of teach-
ers, helping new and veteran teachers with
all aspects of teaching the science cur-
riculum. I had the opportunity during 2001 to
work for the Jackson County Intermediate
School District in Michigan as such a science
specialist. In this role, I assisted other
teachers with planning, improving teaching
methodology, locating appropriate activities
and materials, and developing skills in in-
quiry science teaching. The improvement I
saw in teachers’confidence and competence
during my tenure as a science teacher spe-
cialist was dramatic.

If funding specifically designated for con-
sistent, on-going professional development
in science could be coupled with funding for
a science specialist to assist teachers in each
elementary building. I believe we would see
a very significant increase in the quantity
and quality of science learning taking place
in our schools.

Thank you for recognizing the 2001 Presi-
dential Awardees, thank you for your contin-
ued support of science and math education,
and thank you for giving me this oppor-
tunity to express my views.
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Mr. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to May Louie, an extraordinary
woman who will celebrate 90 years of life on
June 5, 2002.

A loving mother, daughter and widow, May
Louie is an honorable woman in her own right.
She has lived a life filled with values, service,
and dedication to her family and to her com-
munity.

Born on June 5, 1912 in Columbus Ohio,
May was the eighth child of ten and the sec-
ond of two daughters. Driven by famine in
China, her father came to the United States in
the early 1880s to help build the trans-
continental railroad. He met and married
May’s mother and the two moved to Biloxi,
Mississippi and then to Columbus, where they
owned and operated a laundry.

May was sent to China as a young girl after
her mother’s tragic death as a result of the
Spanish flu epidemic of 1918. She endured
harsh living conditions, including a bout of ma-
laria fever before returning to Ohio aboard the
USS President McKinley in 1928.

Following the death of her father, May pro-
vided loving care for many years to her elderly
foster parents, Walter and Sadie Hauptfuier in
Canton, Ohio. She studied piano, flute and
piccolo and became a respected music teach-
er.

May moved to Lakewood, Ohio after her
marriage to Toy Louie, the owner of a whole-
sale Chinese grocery business and noodle
factory, and the couple soon began a family of
their own. May gave birth to two sons—James
and David and she instilled in them a lifelong
love of music and the arts. A devoted mother,
May Louie was a full-time homemaker and the
family’s chief money manager.

In an effort to bring diversity to television,
May encouraged her sons to appear on a live
public affairs program produced by a neighbor.
While both children participated, David dis-
played an early and keen interest in the news
business, appearing weekly on the show for
eight years . . . from five years old to age
thirteen. It was this experience that kindled
David’s interest in pursuing a highly distin-
guished career in T.V. journalism.

Widowed in 1980, May managed on her
own for 16 years before moving into David’s
home in San Mateo, California. She is a proud
grandmother of two adult grandchildren—
Linda May Louie and Michael Louie, the chil-
dren of Jim and Vana of Mayfield Heights,
Ohio.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring this great and good woman, May
Louie, and in wishing her a very happy,
healthy and fulfilling 90th birthday. Her life is
instructive to us all and we know we are a bet-
ter country because of all she’s done.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, today, Wednesday,
April 17, is Yom Ha’Atzmaut—Israel’s Inde-
pendence Day. As the people of Israel cele-
brate 54 years as the only democracy in the
Middle East, I am proud to join with my col-
leagues to reiterate our continued strong sup-
port of Israel, its right to defend itself and its
people from terrorism, and to focus on the
special relationship that exists between our
two nations.

We all know that these are troubling times
for Israel, and indeed, the entire Middle East.
The world has watched in horror as terrorist
attacks have killed more than 450 Israelis and
wounded nearly 4,000.

Car bombings, suicide attacks and wide-
spread terrorism in residential areas have dis-
rupted the lives of Israelis. Men and women
fear that an ordinary trip to their local market
will result in tragedy. Children longer feel safe
to ride their school buses, and families sitting
down to celebrate a holy meal have been mur-
dered by suicide bombers. Since September
11, I think all Americans have a new under-
standing of the threats that Israelis face and
have faced for some time. And I think all
Americans have been steeled in their resolve
to root out terror wherever it may be found.

Before and since being elected to Congress,
I have supported a strong Israel. America has
always had a unique relationship with Israel.
They are our most important strategic ally in
this volatile area, and a nation whose founding
and existence clearly makes the world better.

The United States must continue to voice its
support for Israel and for their right to defend
their people and to exist. That is particularly
true at this terrible time. The United States
must be prepared to continue to provide the
diplomatic, military, and economic support that
Israel needs.

As the world’s only superpower, the United
States plays an essential role as a broker of
peace in the region. I am pleased to see

President Bush engaged on this issue, send-
ing Secretary of State Powell to the Middle
East to try to end the violence. But we must
not let that role keep us from speaking the
truth. As our President has said, terrorism is
unacceptable in all its forms. Palestinians
must end the violence against the Israelis. The
attacks must stop.

When they do, Israel must respond, as I am
confident she will, with corresponding steps to
reduce the level of tension. That is the only
way to get back to the peace table. And only
peace discussions can achieve the lasting,
just peace that will best serve the interests of
all Israelis, all Palestinians and indeed, all of
us throughout the world.

Mr. Speaker, my personal sense of commit-
ment to Israel has only been strengthened by
recent developments. Today, as Israelis’ mark
their 54th anniversary, we can celebrate the
existence of a strong and vibrant Jewish state.
I am proud to observe this occasion and to
use this opportunity to join with my colleagues
to reaffirm our solidarity with Israel and the
Israeli people.
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Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
offer the following comments today to mark
the retirement of Mr. Ed Wenger. After nearly
30 years of service, Ed retired from the U.S.
Forest Service last year.

After a stint in the Army, he began his dis-
tinguished career with the Forest Service at
the Hoosier National Forest in Indiana. Since
then, he’s served in forests from Illinois to
Pennsylvania, and a couple of places in be-
tween.

But it’s Ed’s time in Wisconsin that left such
a lasting impression on me and lots of other
folks in my area. He was instrumental in de-
veloping the Florence Natural Resource Cen-
ter while serving as the Florence District
Ranger for the Nicolet Forest. And he did tre-
mendous work while at the Nicolet-
Chequamegon National Forest from 1997 to
2001.

Wherever he was stationed, Ed quickly be-
came an active and well-known member of the
community—both in forest issues and in the
general activities and organizations that make
our towns and villages such great places to
live. I believe that future generations of Forest
Service employees could stand to learn much
from Ed, and his dedication to maintaining
such close ties between the management of
our forests and the communities that surround
them.

f

CONGRATULATING ISRAEL ON ITS
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 17, 2002

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to con-
gratulate Israel on its Independence Day, its
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54th anniversary. In 54 years, Israel has expe-
rienced more dangers and more triumphs,
more success and more tragedy, more highs
and lows than many far more venerable
states. Throughout it all, Israel’s indomitable
spirit has conquered adversity.

Israel has much for which to be grateful.
First and foremost, Israel has so often been
blessed with great leadership—wise and vi-
sionary leadership. This tradition goes back to
Israel’s modern origins. At the end of the nine-
teenth century, the founder of the modern Zi-
onist movement Theodor Herzl made the most
preposterous and prophetic prediction I know
of, when he asserted that a Jewish state
would be born within a half-century.

In statehood, Israel’s leaders have been
practical, humane, bold, and peace-loving. It is
a pity that Israel’s neighbors have not been
similarly blessed.

David Ben-Gurion and the Zionist leadership
were practical enough to accept the 1947 par-
tition resolution, though they had hoped for
much more. They were humane enough to
treat their Arab citizens as equals when Arab
leaders were threatening to drive the Jews
into the sea. They and their successors were
bold enough to do what is necessary to keep
Israel and the Jewish people alive, regardless
of what the rest of the world might think. Usu-
ally, the world learns later that Israel is right.
Remember the bombing—the then much criti-
cized bombing—of the Iraqi nuclear reactor
Osirak in 1981? How universally scorned it
was at the time; how grateful the civilized
world is now.

Israel has been blessed with the great
friendship and unswerving support of the
United States. It has earned this friendship be-

cause it has fashioned a society that em-
bodies the same values as our own.

It is important on this Independence Day
that Israelis and their friends take time to re-
flect on all the wonderful, almost unthinkable
achievements of the past 54 years. Against
impossible odds, Israel has established a vi-
brant, open, prosperous, and free society; a
pluralistic society built by people from virtually
every country in the world; a society on a par
with the best of the West. And Arabs in Israel
enjoy incomparably more freedom and demo-
cratic rights than they have anywhere in the
Arab world.

Although this is a day for joy, it is no secret
that this year’s independence day occurs at
one of the most dangerous times in Israel’s
history. I know everybody in this room under-
stands the problems all too well. The scale of
Israeli loss in the so-called intifada is stag-
gering—almost incomprehensible. On a scale
proportional to the U.S. population, Israel has
lost over 20,000 people since September
2000, close to half of them in suicide bomb-
ings.

Israel’s friends stand in solidarity with all
Israelis. Israel should know that its fiiends in
the United States will stick with it and defend
its right to protect itself against terrorism and
against the scourge of those who place no
value on human life. Israel should know that
its fiiends here won’t be afraid to stand up to
the unjustified and disturbingly persistent criti-
cism coming from Europe, from those who
have managed to misunderstand the lessons
of their own history. We are outraged by the
U.N. Human Rights Commission’s resolution
of two days ago that makes disgraceful accu-
sations against Israel, while failing even to
mention the terrorism to which Israel has been

subjected. But our outrage is outweighed by
our shock, sadness, and anger that it was
supported by Western nations such as France,
Austria, Belgium, Portugal, Spain and Swe-
den.

Israel should know that its friends here are
deeply pained by its profound dilemma: Yearn-
ing for peace, Israel has no clear partner for
peace. Israel should know that its friends
won’t let the world forget that the Yasser
Arafat whose Palestinian Authority funds the
al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade, the Yasir Arafat of
the Karine-A, the Yasir Arafat who colludes
with Iran and Hizballah—Yasir Arafat the ter-
rorist—is, sadly, the real Yasir Arafat.

And Israel should know that its friends here
agree that the violence must end before nego-
tiations begin. You cannot negotiate with ter-
ror; you can only defeat it. The people of
Israel have the right to restore the security of
their homes and families by taking the military
measures necessary to defeat terror. Once
that is achieved, we will do our best to create
the conditions that will enable Israel to find re-
liable partners for peace and an end to the
conflict. Only when Arabs learn that they can-
not exhaust Israel through violence will they
be ready for the kinds of political compromises
necessary for a lasting peace. Israel’s friends
understand that.

For Israel’s friends, today is a day for joy,
solidarity, and reflection. On a personal note,
it is also a sad occasion, for it marks the eve
of the departure of my dear friend, Israel’s
wonderful ambassador David Ivry. His has al-
ways been a voice of integrity, clarity, and in-
sight, and we will sorely miss having it in our
midst.
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