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Born in Florida, Gladys came to Toledo with

her family in 1924. She attended Toledo
schools and its university, and married a fire-
fighter, Capt. Robert D. Herron, from whom
she was widowed.

Gladys’ fortitude first became publicly appar-
ent when, in response to the discrimination
prevalent at the time, she founded the first
beauty school for young black women. The
Herron Beauty School was the first black
school of cosmetology in the Toledo area, and
it eventually yielded twenty independent beau-
ty salons. Hundreds of women owe their busi-
nesses and careers to this persevering, dig-
nified woman. In 1955, she became the presi-
dent of the Ohio Association of Beauticians,
and she also served as president of the To-
ledo Beauticians and the Toledo Business
Women’s Club. She accomplished this at a
time when racial equality and women-owned
enterprises were only horizons on the Amer-
ican landscape.

She mothered our community in every way.
Continuing in community activism, Mrs. Herron
was involved in more than a dozen organiza-
tions including 1970s-era social programs
CETA, SASI, EOPA and PIC, Toledo Affirma-
tive Action, the Urban League, NAACP, the
Head Start Policy Council, the Cordelia Martin
Health Center Board, the Lucas County Wel-
fare Advisory Board (which she chaired for fif-
teen years), the Concerned Women for Better
Government (of which she was a charter
member), the Perry Burroughs Democratic
Club and the Lucas County Democratic Party.
A religious woman, Mrs. Herron also served
her church, Third Baptist Church, singing in
the Sanctuary Choir and serving as a member
of the Board of Trustees, the Advisory Coun-
cil, and the 20th Century Literary Club.

Not content to rest on the laurels of her ear-
lier years or settle down into retirement, Glad-
ys in her later years was a founding leader in
the senior citizen movement, involved in both
the AARP and the Area Office on Aging of
Northwest Ohio. It was Mrs. Herron’s tireless
effort and expert leadership which led to the
establishment of the J. Frank Troy Senior
Center. She was the center’s first director, and
together with two other Toledo women who
established centers in other parts of the city,
made up the core of senior rights in our re-
gion. I appointed her as our district’s delegate
to the decennial White House Conference on
Aging held in 1995, where she represented
her fellow seniors most ably and admirably.

Gladys Herron leaves an imprimatur on our
community and in our hearts. Her passing
writes the preface to a new chapter in Amer-
ican life that will be felt through generations
and will be better for all because of her vigi-
lance, faith, and vision.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend Jessica Ann Owens on her
completion of the Aviation Machinist Mate
school program with the U.S. Navy. Miss
Owens is the first female to ‘‘ace’’ the entire
course since its inception in 1947. She was

also awarded the Military Excellence Award at
Boot Camp out of over 600 sailors.

A local news station interviewed Miss
Owens while she was home for Christmas.
She will be stationed on the NAS Oceana in
Virginia Beach. Her parents, Randy and Gini,
are very proud of Jessica and know that she
will do well wherever she goes.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recognition of
Miss Owens’ efforts and commend her for a
job well done. I urge my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Jessica’s service to our country
and wishing her all the best for future success.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, each year, we
Americans commemorate the birthday of one
of the outstanding citizens of the 20th century,
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Many years
ago, I was pleased to be one of the original
sponsors of the legislation making his birthday
a national holiday, and I urged all Americans
to commemorate January 15 with appropriate
ceremonies, sharing Dr. King’s message, vi-
sion, and legacy.

We should all avail ourselves of this oppor-
tunity to once again honor the legacy of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. more
than thirty years since his life was senselessly
snuffed out by an assassin in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. It is more important than ever that all
Americans, especially our young people, are
reminded of his significant contributions and
his message.

Regrettably, many Americans view Martin
Luther King Day as a holiday just for African
Americans. Rev. King would have been the
first person to repudiate that attitude, for his
message was for ALL people, of all races,
creeds, colors and backgrounds. His message
of equality in both government and economic
opportunity is universal and should be heeded
by all citizens of America and, in fact, all citi-
zens of the world.

Dr. King contributed more to the causes of
national freedom and equality than any other
individual of the 20th century. His achieve-
ments as an author and as a minister were
surpassed only by his leadership, which trans-
formed a torn people into a beacon of strength
and solidarity, and united a divided nation
under a common creed of brotherhood and
mutual prosperity.

It was Dr. King’s policy of nonviolent protest
which served to open the eyes of our nation
to the horrors of discrimination and police bru-
tality. This policy revealed the discriminatory
Jim Crow laws of the South as hypocritical
and unfair, and forced civil rights issues into
the national dialectic. It is due to the increased
scope and salience of the national civil rights
discussion that the movement achieved so
much during its decade of our greatest accom-
plishment, from 1957 to 1968.

It was in 1955 that Dr. King made his first
mark on our nation, when he organized the
black community of Montgomery, Alabama
during a 382-day boycott of the city’s bus
lines. The boycott saw Dr. King and many

other civil rights activists incarcerated in prison
as ‘‘agitators,’’ but their efforts were rewarded
in 1956, when the U.S. Supreme Court de-
clared that the segregational practices of the
Alabama bus system were unconstitutional,
and demanded that blacks be allowed to ride
with equal and indistinguishable rights. The re-
sult proved the theory of nonviolent protest in
practice, and roused our nation to the possi-
bilities to be found through peace and perse-
verance.

In 1963, Dr. King and his followers faced
their most ferocious test, when they set a
massive civil rights protest in motion in Bir-
mingham, Alabama. The protest was met with
brute force by the local police, and many inno-
cent men and women were injured through the
violent response. However, the strength of the
police department worked against the forces
of discrimination in the nation, as many Ameri-
cans came to sympathize with the plight of the
blacks through the sight of their irrational and
inhumane treatment.

By August of 1963 the civil rights movement
had achieved epic proportions, and it was in a
triumphant and universal air that Dr. King gave
his memorable ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech on
the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. In the fol-
lowing year, Dr. King was distinguished as
Time magazine’s ‘‘Man of the Year‘‘ for 1963,
and subsequently, in 1964, he was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize.

Throughout his remaining years, Dr. King
continued to lead our nation towards in-
creased peace and unity. He spoke out
against the Vietnam War, and led our nation’s
War on Poverty. To Dr. King, the international
situation was inextricably linked to the domes-
tic, and thus it was only through increased
peace and prosperity at home that tranquility
would be ensured abroad.

When Dr. King was gunned down in 1968
he had already established himself as a na-
tional hero and pioneer. As the years passed
his message continued to gather strength and
direction, and it is only in the light of his multi-
generational influence that the true effects of
his ideas can be measured.

Dr. King was a man who lacked neither vi-
sion nor the means and courage to express it.
His image of a strong and united nation over-
coming the obstacles of poverty and inequality
continues to provide us with an ideal picture of
the ‘‘United’’ states which still fills the hearts of
Americans with feelings of brotherhood and a
common purpose for years to come.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to bear in mind the courageous, dedi-
cated deeds of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and to join together on Martin Luther King
Day, in solemn recollection of his significant
contributions for enhancing human rights
throughout our nation and throughout the
world.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sol-
emn heart that I would like to pay tribute to
the life and memory of cattleman James E.
Christiansen, who recently passed away in
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Westminster, Colorado on January 12, 2002.
Jim will always be remembered for his dedica-
tion and commitment to preserving our west-
ern culture and lifestyle. His passing is a great
loss for the residents of Colorado who relied
on Jim for his knowledge and wisdom in times
of hardship and prosperity.

Jim served the citizens of Eaton and West-
minster, Colorado for over forty years. He
began his service as a salesman with a local
phone company in 1959. During this time he
also entered the profession of ranching, where
he became a cattleman and raised his live-
stock in the region for the next forty years. He
served his community as a member of the
Colorado State Fair Board, Roundup Riders of
the Rockies, Scottish Rite, and was a member
of Centennial Masonic Lodge #326 in Omaha,
Nebraska.

Jim later brought his personal, sales, and
ranching experience to the Colorado State
Capitol. There he served his community as an
independent lobbyist, promoting issues and
creating legislation for many people, busi-
nesses, and associations. Among those he
helped are the Cattlemen’s Association, the
Colorado Association of Life Underwriters, the
Colorado Rural Electric Association, the Fire &
Police Pension Association, and various com-
panies throughout the state and region.

Mr. Speaker, Jim’s long service to Colorado
clearly deserves the recognition of this body of
Congress, and this nation. It was always
known that his greatest passion was his love
and dedication to his family. His wife Mar-
garet, daughter Carol Tveitmoe, six step-
children, and three grandchildren survive Jim.
It is with a solemn heart that we say goodbye
and pay our respects to a patriarch of our
community. James E. Christiansen dedicated
his life to Colorado, and he will be greatly
missed.
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Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Catholic
Schools Week, a time set aside to acknowl-
edge the accomplishments of the Catholic
schools of our nation. Catholic schools have
displayed an exemplary ability to educate the
youth of our great country. They have shown
their dedication to the students whom they
serve, providing tuition assistance to the vast
majority of their students and an ample num-
ber of teachers in order to ensure that each
child gets the attention he or she needs to
succeed. Moreover, Catholic schools maintain
a diverse student body, with children from all
income levels, racial and ethnic groups, and
religious backgrounds receiving an education
within their walls.

In order to find proof of the accomplish-
ments of Catholic schools here in the United
States, one need only examine the caliber of
the students they produce. An impressive
ninety-seven percent of Catholic school grad-
uates continue their education on a postsec-
ondary level. African-American and Latino stu-
dents advance to college at thrice the rate of
their public school counterparts, making clear
the commitment of Catholic schools to all chil-

dren. These successes have led to a dramatic
increase in demand on the part of Catholic
schools, with current enrollment at over 21⁄2
million students and almost half of Catholic
schools currently maintaining a waiting list for
admission.

Among those schools living up to such stel-
lar standards are the fifteen Catholic schools
located in Michigan’s Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict, which I represent here in Washington. I
would like to offer my congratulations to the
many individuals who have contributed to
these schools, including students, parents,
teachers, and administrators. Due to the hard
work and ongoing efforts of these individuals,
Catholic schools have become an inspiration
to those everywhere who care deeply about
education.
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Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Vector Research, Inc. in Ann
Arbor, Michigan for earning the Vendor Excel-
lence Award from the Defense Logistics Agen-
cy.

The Defense Logistics Agency honors 21 in-
dustry partners, customers, and individuals
with its Business Alliance Awards. The award
recognizes those who have demonstrated out-
standing efforts to help complete the DLA mis-
sion to provide supplies and services to Amer-
ica’s war fighters.

Vector Research, a subsidiary of Altarum,
has been the premier Information Technology
solutions provider for DLA. For more than 55
years, Altarum has been dedicated to pro-
viding objective technology research, insightful
policy analysis, and the deployment of cus-
tomized technology solutions for government
and industry. VRI uses old-fashioned customer
values, putting clients first, and establishing
true working partnerships. They deliver com-
prehensive technology services from require-
ments and design, to development and de-
ployment, to testing and training.

Vector is a full-service technical consulting
firm with over 30 years of experience assisting
both government and commercial clients in
structuring and solving complex problems.
Further, VRI successfully provides a wide
range of program management services which
encompass a full life-cycle program support,
including planning, modeling, cost/benefit anal-
ysis, briefing, promotional event support, and
Web site development. Vector Research, Inc.
received this award in the large business cat-
egory for superior product quality, on-time de-
livery, superior customer service, reliability,
dependability, consistency, and accuracy.

Therefore Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask my
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to Vec-
tor Research, Inc. for earning the Vender Ex-
cellence Award. I salute its commitment to
helping provide for our Nation’s security.
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Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
and honored to announce that The Epilepsy
Foundation of Northeastern, New York, Inc.,
has named 7-year-old Molly Livingston, of Clif-
ton Park, the organization’s 2001–2002 Win-
ning Kid. The Winning Kid symbolizes the spir-
it and courage that all children with epilepsy
display in dealing with their illness. Molly will
represent all children with epilepsy in north-
eastern New York.

Molly experienced her first seizure when
she was just 18 months old. Since that time
she has continued to suffer despite multiple
medication trials. Molly continues to have daily
seizures, but remains a bright, charming and
energetic child despite her challenges. She
has a sincere thirst for knowledge and contin-
ually uses her knowledge for power to over-
come any obstacle.

Molly is the daughter of Kelly and Tom Liv-
ingston from Saratoga County. As a second
grader at Chango Elementary School, Molly is
very creative both with her mind and spirit.
She loves animals, enjoys drawing and putting
on plays. She also enjoys baking with her
Mom and swimming.

Epilepsy affects two percent of the popu-
lation, and approximately one in fifty children.
Mr. Speaker, New York’s 22nd Congressional
District celebrates Molly as the Winning Kid for
the Epilepsy Foundation of Northeastern, New
York, Inc.
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the James W. Robinson
Rams’ football team, which cruised to its sec-
ond state football title in five years on Decem-
ber 8, 2001, with a resounding victory in the
Virginia AAA Division 6 championship game.
The Robinson Rams capped off a dominating
12–1 season with a thrilling 40–7 victory over
Thomas Dale High School last weekend be-
fore 10,000 fans at the University of Richmond
Stadium.

The win not only added to the school’s im-
pressive resume—one that includes a 19–10
all-time playoff record—but also further estab-
lished the Northern Region’s stranglehold on
Division 6 football in the Commonwealth. A
team from the region has taken the title 8 of
the last 9 years. Robinson defeated last year’s
state champs, Centreville High School, in the
Northern Region final.

While the state title was the result of a true
team effort, the Rams were led by senior Mi-
chael Imoh and junior Adam Fassnacht, who
were named offensive and defensive players
of the year, respectively, by Northern Virginia’s
Journal newspapers. Imoh finished his high
school career as Robinson’s all-time rushing
and scoring leader, running for 205 yards and
four touchdowns in the championship game
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