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REGARDING FREDDY FENDER

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to an American patriot, cultural icon
and leader in our South Texas community,
Freddy Fender, an accomplished artist whose
appeal is ageless. Freddy proved his ever-
lasting influence last month when he won the
Grammy for Best Latin Pop Album.

A San Benito Texas, native Freddy was
born Baldemar Huerta. He began his career
as a teenager recording Spanish language re-
cordings of popular English language songs
that found an audience in Mexico and Latin
America in the 1950s. In the 1960’s his career
took off in the United States with the hit,
‘‘Wasted Days and Wasted Nights.’’

Those wild, early days eventually put him on
a more disciplined path. He went back to
school and worked as a mechanic, but he
continued singing.

His number one hit, ‘‘Before the Next Tear-
drop Falls,’’ was his re-entry into popular cul-
ture. That album went multi-platinum, and
Fender won best male artist of 1976. In the
latter part of the century, he spread his wings,
expanded upon his talent and worked with
Robert Redford in the movie ‘‘The Milagro
Beanfield War’’ and other non-traditional
projects.

He found his stride, working different parts
of the entertainment industry. But he never
strayed far from the bounds of music, working
with The Texas Tornados.

Very recently, Freddy and his family were
tested in the fire when Freddy survived a
near-death experience. After a protracted ill-
ness Freddy received a kidney from his
daughter, thus cheating death, and is still sing-
ing and writing his songs.

Freddy’s Grammy Award-winning album this
year captured the yearning for a simple, ro-
mantic return to youth. The cover has a 4-
year-old Baldemar Huerta dressed as a cow-
boy astride a painted pony. ‘‘La Musica de
Baldemar Huerta’’ is 10 boleros with little ac-
companiment, allowing the classic Fender
voice to carry the Spanish language bolero
with charm and ease. Boleros are poignant
ballads generally featuring sophisticated guitar
picking and sensual rhythms.

The one thing for which Freddy is known in
South Texas is his generosity of spirit in es-
tablishing a scholarship fund for average stu-
dents. An average student himself, and an
avowed troublemaker in his youth, he has a
unique understanding of the challenges before
a young person who has either made a mis-
take, made only average grades, or both.

I ask the House of Representatives to join
me today in honoring Freddy Fender, a great
American treasure . . . a South Texan, a
friend, and lifelong cultural icon in North Amer-
ican music.

HONORING THE 2002 PASADENA
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL AND
THE LAWRENCE-CEDARHURST
FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Pasadena Strawberry Festival as
it celebrates its 29th anniversary, kicking off
this year’s festival with an opening ceremony
at the Pasadena Fairgrounds on May 17,
2002. The multi-cultural weekend event draws
a crowd of more than 30,000 to enjoy the
strawberries, entertainment, food, activities
and fun.

The Strawberry Festival began in 1974
when Helen Alexander, better known as Miss
Helen, ‘‘planted a seed’’ to promote the grand
opening of the new Pasadena Historical Mu-
seum. The seed Miss Helen planted grew into
today’s Pasadena Strawberry Festival, named
to honor Pasadena’s heritage as the Straw-
berry Capitol of the World.

The Pasadena Strawberry Festival is a two-
and-a-half day multi-cultural event produced
by hundreds of volunteers on the Pasadena
Fairgrounds. Continuous live entertainment,
arts and crafts, children’s games, carnival
rides, a fabulous variety of goods, special acts
and demonstrations, and of course, ‘‘Texas’
Largest Strawberry Shortcake,’’ are just a few
of the Festival’s features. Proceeds from the
festival funds scholarships, books for college
libraries, and community projects that preserve
and promote the study of Texas history.

This year the Pasadena Fire Department
and the Pasadena Strawberry Festival have
invited the Lawrence-Cedarhurst Fire Depart-
ment from Long Island, New York, to partici-
pate in the Pasadena Strawberry Festival Pa-
rade on May 11, 2002. Lawrence-Cedarhurst
and the Pasadena Volunteer Fire Department
have become sister fire departments and
Pasadena has traveled to New York on sev-
eral occasions to participate in parades Law-
rence-Cedarhurst has hosted. There will be
approximately 23 firefighters from Lawrence-
Cedarhurst including the Chief, one Assistant
Chief, four Commissioners and other officers
and members. Lawrence Cedarhurst, the first
volunteer fire department on the list to be
called out for mutual aid to New York, has
been to ground zero numerous times and
aided in the plane crash on November 12,
2001 in Belle Harbor Queens on the
Rockaway’s Peninsula. Pasadena Police Chief
Paul Cobb and Pasadena Fire Chief Jerry
Gardner are Grand Marshals of the parade.
The Honorary Grand Marshal of this year’s pa-
rade will be one of Lawrence-Cedarhurst’s
members, Charles ‘‘Monty’’ Seaman. Monty is
on the Advisory Board and has been a volun-
teer at the Pasadena Strawberry Festival for
more than 10 years. He has been with the
Lawrence-Cedarhurst Fire Department for 43
years and has held a variety of positions, such

as Chief, Assistant Chief, President of the Fire
Department Benevolent Association and is
presently Commissioner. Monty is the brother
of Sharon Andreno, President of the Pasa-
dena Strawberry Festival.

Mr. Speaker, I am certain the 2002 Pasa-
dena Strawberry Festival will be grand and ex-
citing, while maintaining the warm, country
charm of the original Festival. However, this
year’s festival of community takes on a new
meaning after the tragic events of last year.
The selfless acts of the firefighters in New
York and around the nation remind commu-
nities everywhere of the unyielding commit-
ment to the public good held by so many pub-
lic servants throughout the country. I welcome
the members of the Lawrence-Cedarhurst Fire
Department to Pasadena and recognize and
applaud these protectors of our neighborhoods
for their work on our behalf.

f

SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL
CRIMINAL COURT

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002
Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to express my support for the
International Criminal Court as it comes into
existence at a United Nations ceremony in
New York City. As my colleagues are aware,
since coming to Congress I have been highly
supportive of an I.C.C., and I strongly believe
in its principal, that human rights abusers who
commit crimes against humanity or genocide
should be brought to justice.

Several years ago, I visited the Hague, and
was deeply moved by the intense law enforce-
ment and criminal justice efforts there to bring
abusers to justice. A permanent international
criminal court which can bring future perpetra-
tors of war crimes to full and complete justice
is in our national interests.

Support for the International Criminal Court
is nearly universal among our allies, among
those ratifying the Rome Treaty are our clos-
est friends in the war against terrorism, such
as the United Kingdom. The European Union
has a common position supporting the court
and the list of ratifying countries includes so
many of our closest allies that many com-
mentators have referred to the ICC as the
Court of the Democracies.

I feel strongly that if we are not to ratify the
Rome Treaty at this time, at a minimum, adopt
a policy of constructive engagement with the
Court. We must be engaged to ensure that we
use our Security Council referral power in a
responsible manner to both deter war crimes,
crimes against humanity and genocide to en-
sure that those who commit such crimes are
brought to justice. As leaders of the free
world, we must recognize that the only way to
achieve a court that we can live with, is to
stay engaged in the continuing negotiations
over the scope, purpose, and construction of
it.
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Again, I commend the nations who have

taken the leadership and effort to become
members of the Court and look forward to its
role in international justice.

f

HONORING JAMES UKROP FOR HIS
DEDICATION TO PROFESSIONAL
PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES

HON. ERIC CANTOR
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor James Ukrop for his dedication to pro-
fessional pharmaceutical services. The Vir-
ginia Pharmacists Association Research and
Education Foundation will present Mr. Ukrop
with the Rx for Excellence Award, in recogni-
tion of his leadership and commitment to phar-
maceutical services.

The award honors Mr. Ukrop’s promotion of
public welfare through the development of pro-
fessional pharmaceutical services in the phar-
macies located in Ukrop’s grocery stores.
Since the opening of the first Ukrop’s phar-
macy in 1989, Mr. Ukrop has provided leader-
ship and innovation in creating first class phar-
macies that provide customers with extra serv-
ices, care, convenience, and value.

Fifteen of the 21 Ukrop’s pharmacies have
fully operating wellness centers that offer non-
traditional pharmaceutical services. These
services include blood pressure monitoring,
blood glucose testing, cholesterol screening
and immunizations. These operations provide
a convenience and much-needed service to
Ukrop’s customers.

Mr. Ukrop’s vision and commitment to oth-
ers has been a driving force behind the ad-
vancement of the pharmacy profession. His
leadership in the development of the profes-
sion is invaluable and something for which we
are all extremely grateful. I am honored that
such a remarkable citizen resides in the sev-
enth district of Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
James Ukrop for his dedication to the people
of Virginia and to the profession of pharmacy.

f

MR. CHEOW TECK CHANG, THE
QUINTESSENTIAL 21ST CENTURY
CAPITALIST

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to one of the great businessman in the
global village, Mr. Cheow Teck Chang, the
President of VT Systems Incorporated, the op-
erating headquarters of Singapore Tech-
nologies in the United States.

I came to meet Mr. Chang while working
with Singapore Technologies to persuade
them to bring an aspect of the Engineering
Group to Corpus Christi, TX. Currently, the
Corpus Christi City Council and Singapore
Technologies are finalizing the details of their
new venture, one that promises a host of new
jobs for south Texans.

Mr. Chang is the quintessential 21st century
capitalist. His company is a global engineering

enterprise specializing in aerospace, elec-
tronics, land systems and marine fields. He is
the man his company trusted to lead their ef-
forts in developing the North American mar-
kets.

Mr. Chang is certainly the man to develop
these lucrative markets for his company. He is
trustworthy, detail-oriented, as well as an ex-
traordinary businessman.

He juggles many balls. In addition to the in-
credible workload of developing American
markets for his global company, Mr. Chang is
also president of the ST New Business Group,
responsible for investments in new tech-
nologies, capabilities and services.

He came to his current position rich in expe-
rience. He served in the Republic of Singa-
pore Air Force until 1990, and then joined the
ST Aerospace Group where he moved quickly
up through the ranks through various oper-
ations and management positions.

He graduated with honors from the National
University of Singapore and recently com-
pleted a management program at Harvard
Business School.

I have appreciated his gentle humor, his in-
credible business sense, and his ability to see
around the corner in the world of finance. We
are golf partners and friends, and I am grateful
for the work he has done in south Texas.

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Mr. Cheow Teck Chang, one of the
great businessman in our global economy.

f

HONORING TONY J. SIRVELLO III

HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Tony Sirvello, Administrator of Elections, Of-
fice of the County Clerk, Harris County, TX, on
the occasion of his retirement on June 30,
2002. He has been a fixture in the local elec-
toral process for more than two decades and
he will be missed.

A native Houstonian, Tony Sirvello, grad-
uated from St. Thomas High School in Hous-
ton, received his BA in Political Science and
Law Degree from the University of Houston,
and was admitted to the Bar in Texas in 1973.
He also served in the U.S. Army where he re-
ceived a Medal for Meritorious Service. He
has worked in the elections’ division of the
Harris County Clerk’s Office since 1973 be-
coming Elections Administrator in 1980.

In all that he has done, Tony has been a
leader, organizer, and innovator. He will leave
office just as the county implements his long-
standing dream to replace the old voting sys-
tem with a new computer-based system. The
county’s $25 million eSlate voting system,
which combines small computer voting ma-
chines with high-tech optical scanners, will be
used for early, mail-in, and Election Day voting
in the November general election. Officials
have been phasing in the new system since
last year.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate my friend on his
retirement and commend him on a job well
done. I am pleased to join Tony Sirvello’s fam-
ily, friends and colleagues in honoring him for
his accomplishments and his steadfast com-
mitment to the citizens of Harris County. His
dedication to public service and his profes-

sionalism are examples for us all. We owe him
a debt of gratitude for the work he has done
to execute the electoral process in Harris
County and thus the essential function of our
democracy.

f

IN CELEBRATION OF TAIWAN
RELATIONS ACT

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, twenty-three years ago on this date, Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter signed into law the Taiwan
Relations Act (TRA). Since the passage of
that historic bill, the TRA has been very suc-
cessful in providing our friend and ally, Tai-
wan, with a legal mechanism to ensure that
Taiwan would be ‘‘protected’’ if attacked. At
the same time it has brought a level of stability
and peace to that island nation and given the
Taiwanese people an opportunity to become
an economic leader in the Asian, and in the
global, marketplace.

President George W. Bush, reiterated our
national commitment to the TRA while visiting
China earlier this year. At that time he
stressed our commitment to Taiwan security
under the Taiwan Relations Act. I also support
Taiwan’s entrance into the World Health Orga-
nization.

As we celebrate this 23rd anniversary of the
TRA, it is my hope that peace and stability will
continue in the Taiwan Strait and that we can
continue to work with the ally we have in Tai-
wan.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. VITO FOSSELLA
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, I am not re-
corded on rollcall Nos. 81 and 82. I was un-
avoidably detained and was not present to
vote. Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall Nos. 81 and 82.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB RILEY
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably
detained for Rollcall No. 80, on approving the
journal. Had I been present I would have
voted yea.

I was also unavoidably detained for Rollcall
No. 81, H. Res. 377, Recognizing the Ellis Is-
land Medal of Honor and commending the Na-
tional Ethnic Coalition of Organizations. Had I
been present I would have voted yea.

I was also unavoidably detained for Rollcall
No. 82, H.R. 3958, the Bear River Migratory
Bird Refuge Settlement Act of 2002. Had I
been present I would have voted yea.
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