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requires the United States to “make available
to Taiwan such defense articles and defense
services in such quantity as may be necessary
to enable Taiwan to maintain a sufficient self-
defense capability.” It is essential that the
United States continues to move forward and
engage China, and it will be equally important
that the Bush Administration continues to
make a commitment to our ally in Taiwan.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE HADASSAH
GROUP

HON. GEORGE R. NETHERCUTT, JR.

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 9, 2002

Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to the organization Hadassah—the
largest women’s and largest Jewish member-
ship organization in the United States.
Through its 300,000 members within the
United States, this volunteer organization has
demonstrated dedication to community service
and assistance.

The organization was founded in 1912 and,
since that time, has put forth exceptional effort
to provide services to the community. In the
United States, Hadassah has taken action to
heighten the quality of American and Israeli
life through its education and youth programs.
It has also promoted health awareness, and
provided personal enrichment and growth for
its members. Beyond the national role that Ha-
dassah plays, | would like to recognize the
service of the local chapter in Spokane, Wash-
ington.

The Hadassah volunteers in my district have
collected donations for the Red Cross to help
with the charitable acts they provide; they as-
sist the Ronald McDonald House in providing
temporary homes for families with a hospital-
ized child; they have provided support for the
AIDS walks in Spokane and Seattle which cre-
ate awareness and reflect commitment to pro-
viding services to those living with HIV and
AIDS; and Hadassah also provides outreach
to local synagogues with support programs.

Throughout the organization’s 90-year his-
tory, Hadassah has played a strong role in
community improvement and support projects.
In recognition of these outstanding achieve-
ments, | ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the great contributions of this impor-
tant organization.

———

TRIBUTE TO HONORABLE LOUIS
CALDERA

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 9, 2002

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to a true patriot and exemplary Amer-
ican, the Honorable Louis Caldera. Few indi-
viduals define the realization of the “American
Dream” more perfectly than Louis Caldera. As
the former Secretary of the Army under the
Clinton Administration and current Vice-Chan-
cellor for University Advancement for the Cali-
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fornia State University, Louis Caldera has
achieved more in 45 years than most people
do in a lifetime. What makes these achieve-
ments so remarkable is the story behind them.

Louis Caldera was born in El Paso, Texas
to Mexican immigrant parents. At the age of
four, his family moved to a housing project in
East Los Angeles. As the son of working class
parents, Caldera encountered the struggles of
poverty at a young age, yet was instilled with
a strong sense of patriotism, love of family,
and profound appreciation of the importance
of education. Louis had his first job at the age
of ten, when he worked as a parking lot
sweeper at a local shopping center. For two
years, Louis and his parents woke up at 3
a.m. three nights a week to clean the parking
lot in order to pay the rent for a small hair
salon they operated in the shopping center.
During high school, Caldera worked 40 hours
a week at a fast food restaurant while taking
a full load of college preparatory courses.
Louis was only enrolled in college prep class-
es after persisting and even having his par-
ents sign an approval. Advisors at his high
school suggested that Louis pursue more
‘practical’ vocational training courses. His hard
work and determination paid off. Louis was ac-
cepted to West Point upon graduation from
high school.

After graduating from West Point in 1978,
Caldera served as an Army officer and quickly
rose to the rank of Captain. He then attended
Harvard University, where he received both a
Law Degree and a Master's in Business Ad-
ministration. After a brief stint in the private
sector as a corporate finance lawyer, Caldera
returned to the public service as a State Rep-
resentative in the California State Legislature,
where he represented downtown Los Angeles.
In 1997 he was appointed by President Clin-
ton to serve as Managing Director and Chief
Operating Officer of the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service, which admin-
isters the AmeriCorps program. One year later
Caldera was appointed by Clinton to serve as
Secretary of the Army.

At the young age of 45, Caldera has accom-
plished more than many individuals do in a
lifetime. Throughout every phase of his career,
he has achieved the unimaginable while never
losing sight of his roots. Louis Caldera truly
understands both the unigue challenges and
incredible opportunities confronting Hispanics
in the United States on a daily basis. Caldera
is a true community servant and his dedication
to the Hispanic community and especially His-
panic youth are highly commendable.

As Secretary of the Army, Caldera was a
“Soldier's Soldier”, visiting troops all over the
globe and working day and night to provide
enlisted soldiers with the education and skills
they need to succeed within the Army and be-
yond. Thanks to Caldera’s leadership, the
Army overcame a recruiting deficit, giving a re-
newed sense of honor and duty to military
service. Caldera created the Army University
Access Online distance education program
that enables soldiers to earn college and grad-
uate degrees while serving. In addition, he di-
rected the expansion of the Junior ROTC pro-
gram to hundreds of high school campuses
nationwide and spearheaded Army sponsor-
ship of “Operation Graduation,” a three-year
public service advertising campaign designed
to increase high school graduation rates
among at-risk youth.
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Caldera’s unceasing commitment to edu-
cation is reflected in his current position as
Vice Chancellor of University Advancement at
the California State University. Caldera is an
excellent role model and phenomenal leader.
His ability to understand the struggles and
needs of students from diverse backgrounds
sets him apart from others, and Louis’s own
struggle to overcome adversity is truly inspira-
tional. Louis possesses a unique knowledge of
government affairs, the private sector, and the
challenges that Hispanics in the U.S. face on
a daily basis. Caldera’s accomplishments
speak highly of his character, intelligence, and
dedication to the Hispanic community and our
Nation. These qualities and countless others
make Louis Caldera a truly remarkable man
and an invaluable asset to our community. It
is a privilege and an honor to recognize Louis
Caldera in the company of my fellow members
of Congress. Thank you Mr. Speaker. | yield
back the balance of my time.

——————

IN HONOR OF SERGEANT ALEX
SAAVEDRA

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 9, 2002

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Sergeant Alex Saavedra for over 25
years of dedicated service to the public. He
retired from the Bergen County Prosecutor’s
Office on March 1, 2001, and was recognized
for his many contributions to New Jersey on
April 3, 2002, at The Empire Club in Little
Ferry, New Jersey.

Starting out as a patrolman for the Union
City Police Department in 1974, Mr. Saavedra
quickly climbed through the ranks; in 1977, he
served as President of the Policeman’s Be-
nevolent Association (PBA) Local 67. In 1983,
he worked as an investigator in the Bergen
County Prosecutor’s Office in the Grand Jury
Section; in 1984, he was transferred to the
Sex Crime/Child Abuse Section; in 1988, he
became Senior Investigator; and in 1989, he
was transferred to the Criminal Investigations
Section. From 1990 through 1992, Mr.
Saavedra served as Vice President of the
PBA Local 221, and, in 1991, returned to the
Grand Jury Squad; in 1997, he was appointed
Sergeant, and, in 1998, was transferred to the
Narcotics Task Force. In 2000, he began his
last assignment in the Fugitive Squad of the
Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office.

Over the course of his law enforcement ca-
reer, Alex Saavedra received the following no-
table distinctions: Silver Life Member Award,
Exceptional Duty Medal, Certificate of Com-
mendation, and Certificates of Appreciation
from the Kiwanis Club International, The Lions
Club International, The Bergen County Police
Academy, and The Bergen County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Alexander Saavedra for a career de-
voted to the safety and well being of the citi-
zens of New Jersey. His selfless service will
never be forgotten.
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BESTOWING “AMERICAN SPIRIT
AWARDS” UPON WESTERN
NORTH CAROLINIANS FOR THEIR
RESPONSE TO THE SEPTEMBER
11TH, 2001 ATTACK UPON AMER-
ICA

HON. CHARLES H. TAYLOR

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 9, 2002

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
these residents of the Eleventh Congressional
District of North Carolina, whose actions in re-
sponse to the September 11, 2001 terrorist at-
tacks provided aid and relief to the victims,
boosted morale and patriotism, and dem-
onstrated the best of the American Spirit. Hun-
dreds of their fellow citizens joined in honoring
them at our annual Prayer and Patriotic Break-
fast in Asheville on Saturday, March 16th,
2002. It was with a great deal of pride that |
bestowed upon each of them the American
Spirit Award for 2002.

Kermit Tolley, Jr.; Buncombe County; Bat-
tling liver failure, he helped load Hearts with
Hands goods being shipped to NYC and in-
spired many others by his determination to
help others in need.

Hendersonville High School Student Gov-
ernment, Henderson County; Brad Phillis and
Lauren Rogers accepting on behalf of Hender-
sonville High School and 16 Henderson Coun-
ty Public Schools who raised money for vic-
tims; The Hendersonville High School Student
Council raised $8,555 for relief efforts.

Carolina First Mortgage; Henderson County;
Elizabeth Plaisance accepted the award on
behalf of the business, which raised $37,500
on the street corners of Hendersonville for the
Red Cross.

Manual Woodworkers and Weavers; Hen-
derson County; The company donated
$355,000 from sale of a special 9-11 throw
blanket which it designed, produced and mar-
keted; Teresa Hutchinson and Molly Oates ac-
cepted the award on behalf of their coworkers.

Sandra Pitts; Henderson County; As the op-
erator of a dry cleaning business, she showed
America’s gratitude to servicemen and vet-
erans by dry cleaning thousands of military
uniforms at no charge.

Mike West; Buncombe County; This Hearts
With Hands Field Services Director was instru-
mental in collecting, packing and delivering
supplies to New York and remained on station
as a member of the Operation Heavy Heart
team.

Sunshine Elementary School Fifth Grade;
Rutherford County; Students organized a patri-
otic program, honored local firefighters, and
raised $250 for the Points of Light Foundation;
Accepting the award on behalf of the school
were Principal Wayne Litaker and Melanie
Smith.

Jerry VeHaun, Buncombe County; Jerry
worked at Ground Zero in NYC for 12 days on
the 7PM to 7AM shift helping with the recover
of bodies from the collapsed Twin Towers.

Madison High School Student Government;
These students held a Spirit Chain fundraiser
and raised $600 for the Red Cross New York
Relief Effort.; Sara Cooley, sponsor, and Josh
Harder, president of the student council, ac-
cepted the award on behalf of the school.

Mars Hill Elementary School, Madison
County; Mrs. Davis’ class wrote support letters
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to President Bush in the wake of the tragedy;
student Cody Splain and teacher Caroline
Davis accepted the recognition on behalf of
the class.

Chuck Davis, Polk County; He initially
helped in NYC with Red Cross kitchen, then
helped set up a respite center at Ground Zero
at which recovery workers could recuperate.

Tanner Companies Foundation, Rutherford
County; The company matched employee re-
lief contributions resulting in $160,000 in gifts;
David Owens accepted the award on behalf of
the company.

Columbia Carolina Corporation, McDowell
County; Employees sold tee shirts, which lifted
spirits and raised $2,400 for relief efforts; Gen-
eral Manager Jeff Tuckey and Human Re-
sources Manager Steve Franklin accepted the
award on behalf of their coworkers.

Pisgah Forest Rotary Club, Transylvania
County; The club donated $600 from proceeds
of their Blues Concert to the relief efforts in
NY, PA, and Washington, DC, and also con-
tributed an additional $347 to the Transylvania
County Sheriff's Department; Club members
Terrell West and Harry Hafer accepted the
award on behalf of the club.

Lisa Waters and Ida Stafford, Clay County;
Mountain Home Nursing Service spearheaded
a fundraiser for the children of the victims of
the 9-11 attacks on the World Trade Centers.
They organized a “God Bless America” youth
rally which raised $600.

South Macon Elementary School 4th Grade,
Macon County; Teacher Vickie Hubbs’' class
adopted the aircraft carrier USS Kitty Hawk
and sent patriotic letters and pictures to the
servicemen and women stationed on the ship,
which is involved in Operation Enduring Free-
dom. Students Chelsea Powell and Mariah
Cousineau accepted the award for the class.

Tim Radford and Shane Curtis; Cherokee
County; Radford, of radio station WKRK in
Murphy, in conjunction with Curtis, of Circuit
World, raised money for World Trade Center
victims, delivered the money personally to
New York, and broadcast a live remote back
to the citizens of Murphy.

Lew Aabye, Polk County; Lou helped as a
Red Cross volunteer in NYC kitchens; Accept-
ing for Lew Aabye is Elizabeth Daniel, Chapter
Chairperson of the American Red Cross.

Muggs Corpening, Polk County; He served
as a volunteer delivering meals in NYC after
the 9-11 attacks.

Clyde Volunteer Fire Department, Haywood
County; The department served as a collection
site for relief goods donated to Hearts With
Hands and helped raise over $12,000 for that
organization as well as for the 9-11 Relief
Fund. Accepting on behalf of the department
were Fire Chief Joey Webb, Sr., and Capt.
Bennie Coleman.

Murphy Volunteer Fire Department, Cher-
okee County; These volunteers raised $20,000
for the families of fallen New York City Fire
Department firefighters; Chief Al Lovingood
and assistant chiefs WC King and Mark
Thigpen accepted the award on behalf of the
department.

Patricia Pirog for “Operation Toasty Toes,”
Henderson County; Volunteers make knitted
socks to warm the feet of servicemen and
women stationed overseas. This past Thurs-
day, the Henderson County Chapter shipped
off a huge box of sox to the NC 211th and
210th MP Units now serving in Afghanistan.

Kelly Robertson and Beth Mcintosh, Yancey
County; These two ladies set up a drop-off
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point for Yancey County at the Rescue Squad
Building and collected and organized two
weeks worth of donated goods.

East Rutherford Middle School, Rutherford
County; The students at the school raised
$4,100 for relief efforts. Libby Sears and Judy
Gettys accepted the award on behalf of the
school.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE
RICKENBAUGH FAMILY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 9, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that | pay tribute today to an
incredible family, whose lives were so trag-
ically cut short, but whose spirit will remain
with us for eternity. Kent Rickenbaugh, his
wife Caroline and his son Bart, were not only
successful in their business and philanthropic
endeavors, but were also pillars of the Denver
community who garnered the undying admira-
tion and respect of so many through their un-
guestioned integrity and unparalleled morality.
Each of them will be sorely missed by the
multitudes of people whose lives they have
touched, and as we mourn their loss, | believe
it is appropriate to remember each of them
and pay tribute to them for the extraordinary
contributions they have made to their city,
their state and their country.

Kent began working at his father’'s Cadillac
dealership shortly after graduating from Dart-
mouth College at the age of 22. He rotated
through each division of the dealership before
being named assistant to his father, Ralph,
who founded the Denver Better Business Bu-
reau in 1951. Kent dedicated himself and his
career to protecting commerce in downtown
Denver. Even as other businesses and car
dealerships fled downtown for the roomier
suburbs, Kent vowed to remain in the same
neighborhood where his father had started the
dealership. He truly believed in supporting the
socio-economic interests of downtown Denver,
and argued that it was not good business to
abandon downtown. While his business al-
ways remained downtown, Kent's love of the
outdoors and of the West often allowed him to
escape to his other life, as a rancher on his
1,100 acre ranch outside Gunnison. He truly
loved everything about our great state—both
the beauty and the commerce—and his pas-
sion for each will be greatly missed.

Caroline, Kent's wife of 40 years, was an
exceptional woman in her own right. After the
death in 1963 of their infant daughter Selby,
who suffered from a heart defect and was
cared for at Children's Hospital, Caroline de-
voted herself to the hospital, helping to raise
millions of dollars for its betterment. In 1999,
Caroline and Kent endowed a chair in cardi-
ology in her name, and from 1995 to 1997,
Caroline co-chaired the campaign to build a
new wing for the hospital. The endeavor
turned out to be the largest fundraising effort
in the hospital’s history, raising over $15 mil-
lion. In addition, she was instrumental in the
effort to move the Children’s Hospital to the
University of Colorado’s new health sciences
center campus in Aurora. Caroline’s deep love
for children and for humanity touched the lives
of innumerable families who, because of her
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