E224

CELEBRATING THE 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WOODLAND CHRIS-
TIAN CHURCH IN HOUSTON,
TEXAS

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate the
Woodland Christian Church in  Houston,
Texas, which will celebrate its 70th Anniver-
sary on March 2, 2002. Truly a milestone oc-
casion, this celebration is a testament to the
outstanding dedication and commitment of the
entire church and community.

The Woodland Christian Church was orga-
nized on March 2, 1932 as Woodland Heights.
It has been located on its present site in North
side Houston for almost 45 years and has an
active congregation of 125 people. Throughout
its history, the church has provided a caring,
loving environment and has faithfully min-
istered to the spiritual needs of its members.
It has been a source of hope and comfort in
times of distress, and its Christian ministry has
been one of outreach to the homeless and
day laborers.

The members of this church have operated
a day care center and are active in a lunch
program four days a week, providing sack
lunches three days and a hot meal one day.
Pastor Virzola Law, a new minister at Wood-
land Christian Church, has continued to give
her endorsement and support to the ministry
for the homeless.

Situated in a low-income neighborhood, the
Woodland Christian Church has been very ac-
tive in the community assisting single mothers,
transients, and other people in need. It has
also sponsored two homes for senior citizens
and disabled people, Woodland Christian Tow-
ers and Pecan Grove Manor. By their actions,
the congregation of the Woodland Christian
Church and its pastor have proven their com-
mitment and dedication for others. This is also
the church in which my wife, Helen, and |
were married in 1970.

Seventy years is a milestone, and that is
why Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to help me recog-
nize this truly remarkable church. We con-
gratulate you on your many good works, and
we wish you seventy more years of dedicated
service.

————

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND
HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
legislation to withdraw the United States from
the Breton Woods Agreement and thus end
taxpayer support for the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF). Rooted in a discredited eco-
nomic philosophy and a complete disregard
for fundamental constitutional principles, the
IMF forces American taxpayers to subsidize
large, multinational corporations and under-
write economic destruction around the globe.
This is because the IMF often uses the $37
billion line of credit provided to it by the Amer-
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ican taxpayers to bribe countries to follow de-
structive, statist policies.

For example, Mr. Speaker, the IMF played
a major role in creating the Argentine eco-
nomic crisis. Despite clear signs over the past
several years that the Argentine economy was
in serious trouble, the IMF continued pouring
taxpayer-subsidized loans with an incredibly
low interest rate of 2.6 percent into the coun-
try. In 2001, as Argentina’'s fiscal position
steadily deteriorated, the IMF funneled over 8
billion dollars to the Argentine government.

According to Congressman JiM SAXTON,
chairman of the Joint Economic Committee,
this continued lending over many years sus-
tained and subsidized a bankrupt Argentine
economic policy, whose collapse is now all the
more serious. The IMF’s generous subsidized
bailouts lead to moral hazard problems, and
enable shaky governments to pressure the
IMF for even more funding or risk disaster.

Argentina is just the latest example of the
folly of IMF policies. Only 4 years ago the
world economy was rocked by an IMF-created
disaster in Asia. The IMF regularly puts the
taxpayer on the hook for the mistakes of the
big banks. Often times, Mr. Speaker, IMF
funds end up in the hands of corrupt dictators
who use our taxpayer-provided largesse to
prop up their regimes by rewarding their sup-
porters and depriving their opponents of ac-
cess to capital.

If not corrupt, most IMF borrowers are gov-
ernments of countries with little economic pro-
ductivity. Either way, most recipient nations
end up with huge debts that they cannot serv-
ice, which only adds to their poverty and insta-
bility. IMF money ultimately corrupts those
countries it purports to help, by keeping afloat
reckless political institutions that destroy their
own economies.

IMF policies ultimately are based on a
flawed philosophy that says the best means of
creating economic prosperity is through gov-
ernment-to-government transfers. Such pro-
grams cannot produce growth, because they
take capital out of private hands, where it can
be allocated to its most productive use as de-
termined by the choices of consumers in the
market, and place it in the hands of politicians.
Placing economic resources in the hands of
politicians and bureaucrats inevitably results in
inefficiencies, shortages, and economic crises,
as even the best intentioned politicians cannot
know the most efficient use of resources.

In addition, the IMF violates basic constitu-
tional and moral principles. The federal gov-
ernment has no constitutional authority to fund
international institutions such as the IMF. Fur-
thermore, Mr. Speaker, it is simply immoral to
take money from hard-working Americans to
support the economic schemes of politically-
powerful special interests and third-world dic-
tators.

In all my years in Congress, | have never
been approached by a taxpayer asking that he
or she be forced to provide more subsidies to
Wall Street executives and foreign dictators.
The only constituency for the IMF are the
huge multinational banks and corporations.
Big banks used IMF funds—taxpayer funds—
to bail themselves out from billions in losses
after the Asian financial crisis. Big corpora-
tions obtain lucrative contracts for a wide vari-
ety of construction projects funded with IMF
loans. It's a familiar game in Washington, with
corporate welfare disguised as compassion for
the poor.
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The Argentine debacle is yet further proof
that the IMF was a bad idea from the very be-
ginning—economically, constitutionally, and
morally. The IMF is a relic of an era when
power-hungry bureaucrats and deluded econo-
mists believed they could micro-manage the
world’'s economy. Withdrawal from the IMF
would benefit American taxpayers, as well as
workers and consumers around the globe. |
hope my colleagues will join me in working to
protect the American taxpayer from under-
writing the destruction of countries like Argen-
tina, by cosponsoring my legislation to end
America’s support for the IMF.

———

STATEMENT REGARDING THE
PRESIDENT’S BUDGET

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to join with my colleagues in ex-
pressing my concern about the economic ef-
fects of the recently enacted tax cuts and how
these tax cuts have affected our country’s
once sound economy.

| begin, Mr. Speaker, by asking my friends
on the other side of the aisle, where has the
surplus, the very same surplus that was the
largest in the history of this great nation just
1 year ago, gone? Well, | will tell you where
the surplus has gone. On June 7, 2001, Con-
gress rammed through the so-called “Eco-
nomic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation
Act” that had an effect opposite of its specified
purpose. For those whose memories escape
them, the Administration ensured the tax cut
program would be a powerful economic stimu-
lant to a slowing economy, while leaving the
Social Security trust fund and Medicare sur-
plus in tact. Yet, according to CBO’s most re-
cent projections, within the last year the over-
all cumulative surplus has been reduced by $4
trillion and now hovers at just $1.6 trillion. Ac-
cording to the CBO, about 60 percent of that
decline is due to the tax cuts.

Mr. Speaker, the facts are indisputable.
However, some insist the down shift in the
economy and the projected surplus is largely
due to the nation’s response to September 11,
while CBO states the terrorist attacks contrib-
uted to only a small fraction of the deficit. Yes,
September 11 was a tragic and unexpected
event but it is because of unexpected or un-
foreseeable events why we, as a Congress,
cannot draft intractable initiatives.

It was not too long ago that | remember
campaigning across South Florida and people
were asking about issues such as Social Se-
curity, Medicare, and prescription drugs. Now,
due to the Administration’s faltering tax pro-
gram, citizens are no longer assured that the
nation will have adequate means to address
its current needs and the long run costs of
paying Social Security and Medicare benefits.
Thus, the solvency of Social Security has
been reduced by 10 years at the very least,
and our ability to expand Medicare coverage
has been paralyzed.

And what about priorities such as building
new schools? What about fixing our roads? Or
what about paying off the national debt? As |
mentioned, at the beginning of the 107th Con-
gress this body was faced with a list of prior-
ities that the American people wanted to ad-
dress: education, prescription drugs, Social
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Security, the environment, energy and Medi-
care. Now, due to our plummeting surplus, we
do not have the money to begin talking about
these problems, let alone solving them.

It is time to take action. It is time to be hon-
est with the American people. It is time to dis-
card ineffective policies that leave us with no
hope of a balanced budget between now and
2011. It is time to stand behind initiatives that
leave room for emergencies and “rainy days,”
initiatives that do not exclude the average
working man and woman, and initiatives that
benefit not just 10 percent of the population
but the entire population. It is time to imple-
ment an effective and proven resolution to tax
cuts, Medicare, Social Security, unemploy-
ment, the national debt, and every other
American priority.

———————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO OLIVE
MORTON

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Olive
Morton and thank her for her extraordinary
contributions to Routt County and Colorado
Mountain College. Olive’s life-long dedication
to the pursuit of excellence as an educator
and volunteer for community organizations is
matched only by the level of integrity and hon-
esty with which she has conducted herself
each and every day. She will always be re-
membered at Colorado Mountain College as a
person with the utmost dedication and talent,
and will continue to be known as a leader in
her community. After over thirty years of serv-
ice, Olive is retiring from her position as Direc-
tor of the Alpine Campus of the college. As
she celebrates her retirement, | feel that it is
only appropriate to recognize her achieve-
ments and dedication to education expressed
throughout her career.

Olive has been a pioneering spirit all of her
life. She began her career as one of the first
employees at the Colorado Mountain Col-
lege—Alpine Campus. Through her countless
hours devoted to the college and its students,
she has helped to bring Colorado Mountain
College from its infancy to a well-respected
and renowned institute today. Olive not only
has shown the strength to be the foundation
for the college but has also crafted the vision
for its future. Known among her colleagues for
her inspiration, her professionalism, fairness
and her leadership, Olive will be deeply
missed.

Olive has brought her strong work ethic and
commitment to excellence to community activi-
ties for many years. This year Olive is con-
tinuing to serve as the Republican Chair-
person for Routt County in Colorado, a posi-
tion in which she has served for several terms.
Her commitment as an educator and as a civil
servant has led her to combine her two pas-
sions, and as a result she has faithfully rep-
resented the academic world and her political
party.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Olive Morton is
a woman of unparalleled dedication and com-
mitment to both her professional and civic en-
deavors. It is her unrelenting passion for each
and every thing she does, as well as her spirit
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of honesty and integrity with which she has al-
ways conducted herself, that | wish to bring
before this body of Congress, and this nation.
Olive Morton is a remarkable woman, who has
achieved extraordinary things in her career
and in her community, and | would like to ex-
tend to her my congratulations on her retire-
ment and wish her the best in her future en-
deavors.

——————

HONORING MARCIA F. VOLPERT

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA

HON. HENRY A, WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we rise today to
honor our good friend Marcia F. Volpert who
will be presented with an award for Excep-
tional Community Leadership at the Jewish
Family Service of Los Angeles (JFSLA) annual
award dinner on May 19, 2002. This pres-
tigious award, known as the “Fammy” award
is given to one exceptional person each year
who has served both the JFSLA and the com-
munity at large.

We have known Marcia for many years and
know firsthand of her dedication, commitment
and numerous accomplishments. For more
than twelve years Marcia helped guide, grow
and promote JFSLA as an actively engaged
Board Member. She also served as its Sec-
retary and Vice President while at the same
time playing a valuable role on key commit-
tees including Strategic & Planning and Public
Relations & Marketing.

Marcia has been active with many Jewish
causes and organizations. She has served as
both the Vice President and Chair of the Jew-
ish Federation Council of Greater Los Angeles
and the Jewish Community Relations Com-
mittee. In addition she has held a number of
very important positions including Chair of the
LA Jewish Population Survey, Vice Chair of
the Jewish Federation Strategic Planning
Committee and Chair of the Statewide Jewish
Public Affairs Committee. Also, she is well
known for her leadership within the Soviet
Jewry Movement.

In addition to her prodigious work with Jew-
ish organizations, Marcia has given her time
and energy to many other civic and public
services. She served as a Los Angeles Civil
Service Commissioner, a Water and Power
Commissioner and President of the Los Ange-
les County Board of Education. She is cur-
rently a member of the committee of Bar Ex-
aminers of the State Bar of California.

To say that Marcia has earned this Fammy
Award is an understatement. She is a remark-
able person who we are privileged to know
and to call a friend. It is our distinct pleasure
to ask our colleagues to join us in saluting
Marcia F. Volpert for all of her outstanding
achievements, and to congratulate her for re-
ceiving this year's Fammy award.
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A TRIBUTE TO ALEXANDER GON-
ZALEZ ON HIS APPOINTMENT TO
SERVE ON THE COMMISSION ON
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR
HISPANIC AMERICANS

HON. RANDY “DUKE” CUNNINGHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Alexander Gonzalez,
the President of California State University
San Marcos. This morning, President Gon-
zalez was sworn in to serve on President
Bush’s Commission on Educational Excellence
for Hispanic Americans. President Bush au-
thorized the Commission in October 2001, and
charged it with creating a multi-year plan to
close the educational achievement gap be-
tween Hispanic American students and their
peers.

On September 1, 1999 | stood beside Alex-
ander Gonzalez while he was sworn in as the
second President of the California State Uni-
versity at San Marcos. Together, we recog-
nized the achievements of the University,
which was celebrating its tenth anniversary,
and reflected on the greatness and potential of
the institution and its people.

Since his inauguration, President Gonzalez
has worked to make the University an epi-
center for the diverse community that it
serves. Under his leadership, Cal State San
Marcos has expanded the National Latino Re-
search Center, which disseminates research-
based information regarding Hispanic popu-
lations in the U.S. The NLRC also facilitates
the training of researchers to do research on
Hispanic populations.

Cal State San Marcos has also expanded
The Barahona Center for the Study of Books
in Spanish, which collects, catalogues, and re-
views the world’s only complete collection of
Spanish-language books published since 1989
for children and adolescents. Programs of the
Barahona Center focus on skill development in
literacy, including literacy training for edu-
cators and parents, and services to assist li-
brarians, parents, and teachers in book selec-
tion.

In addition to these programs which docu-
ment the history of Hispanic Americans, Presi-
dent Gonzalez is also working to improve their
future, as Cal State San Marcos is training a
new generation of teachers for our Nation's
schools.

As a former teacher and coach myself, both
for students in public schools and for fighter
pilots at the Top Gun Navy Fighter Weapons
School at Miramar, | share with President
Gonzalez a strong commitment to excellent
education, and a desire to share this enthu-
siasm for learning. It is frustrating to me that
our educational system has created an
achievement gap between Hispanic Americans
and their peers. Closing this achievement gap
is going to require a fresh perspective on an
old problem. Having seen the changes that
Cal State San Marcos has inspired in our local
community, | am confident that Alexander
Gonzalez will be able to provide that perspec-
tive for the President's Commission. | am
proud to rise today to recognize President
Gonzalez, and | look forward to my continuing
work with him to improve academic achieve-
ment for Hispanic Americans in San Diego,
and now all across our great Nation.
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