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Mr. Farmer graduated from the University of 

Minnesota in 1972. He concluded 6 years of 
service as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
National Guard. He has ably served our na-
tion, our state and our community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we recognize Terry Farmer for his vision, 
leadership and commitment and for his ex-
traordinary record of public service to the peo-
ple of the North Coast of California.
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ON THE RETIREMENT OF DR. AR-
THUR H. WU AFTER 28 YEARS OF 
DISTINGUISHED FEDERAL SERV-
ICE

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 22, 2002

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate my constituent, Dr. Arthur H. Wu, for 
28 years of meritorious federal service. In my 
Congressional tenure, I have been very proud 
to represent and serve the interests of our na-
tion’s most distinguished federal employees. 
These civil servants help to make our country 
safe, functional, and effective. We value their 
service and, today, I would like to specifically 
recognize Dr. Wu for his contributions to our 
nation upon his retirement from the Navy on 
December 20, 2002. 

In his years of federal service Dr. Wu has 
made several notable contributions and at-
tained a number of exceptional achievements. 
He was a top-ten finalist for the U.S. National 
Federal Engineer of the Year Award in 1997, 
as well as a two-time winner of the Naval Fa-
cilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) En-
gineer of the Year Award in 1985 and 1996. 
For these honors, he was recognized for: his 
significant contributions to the application of 
numerical modeling and computational anal-
ysis of foundations and dry-dock safety that 
resulted in millions of cost savings to the 
Navy; his exemplary leadership in directing 
and preparing engineering standards, criteria, 
and computer software used by practicing en-
gineers in site selection and design in areas of 
high security; and for over conserving an esti-
mated $20 million of Navy resources and pro-
viding for enhanced military readiness. In addi-
tion to the above three major awards, Dr. Wu 
has also received over 20 special awards for 
his engineering design achievements and in-
novative technical developments. 

Dr. Wu has ably served our nation well in a 
number of capacities including Senior 
Geotechnical Consultant, Acting Chief Engi-
neer, Director of the Applied Engineering Divi-
sion, and Technical Discipline Leader for the 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command and 
Naval Facilities Engineering Service Center. 
Dr. Wu is recognized worldwide as one of the 
premier problem solving engineers in the 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command. His 
reputation for expert and thorough engineering 
analyses and support for ongoing design and 
construction projects are well known within the 
Department of Defense and private industry. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank Dr. Wu 
for his years of service too our federal govern-
ment. I offer him my warmest congratulations 
on his retirement and best wishes in his future 
endeavors.

THE UKRAINIAN FAMINE AND 
HUNGER IN AFRICA

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 22, 2002

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, as Co-Chair 
of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, I rise 
today to commemorate those innocent victims 
murdered by the Soviet regime during the 
Ukrainian Famine. Mr. Speaker, I also call the 
attention of the House to the famine presently 
being waged against the people of Zambia, 
Zimbabwe and South-central Africa. 

This year, on November 23, the world ob-
serves the 69th anniversary of Ukraine’s Great 
Famine—an unspeakable event. By presi-
dential decree, every fourth Saturday in No-
vember is a national day of remembrance for 
famine and genocide victims throughout 
Ukraine. History has not witnessed a greater 
moral injustice. This was genocide unlike any 
other example in the history of human civiliza-
tion. 

At the time of the Great Ukrainian Famine, 
playwright George Bernard Shaw and his 
friend, Lady Astor, had a rare visit with Josef 
Stalin. ‘‘When are you going to stop killing 
people?’’ Lady Astor brazenly asked of Com-
rade Stalin. His terse reply: ‘‘When it is no 
longer necessary.’’

Stalin’s favorite killing tool was mass starva-
tion, a tactic he used ruthlessly against his 
own people. ‘‘The collectivization program in 
Ukraine resulted in a famine which cost not 
less than 3,000,000 lives in 1932. It was a 
Stalin-made famine,’’ reported Time Magazine 
in its January 1, 1940, issue. We know now, 
the more realistic estimate is more than twice 
that originally reported by Time. 

The Ukrainian Famine of 1921–1923 was a 
human tragedy perpetrated by the Soviet re-
gime in an attempt to destroy Ukraine and its 
culture and leave behind an amorphous mass 
of people that could be restructured and rede-
fined to serve the Soviet Union. It began as a 
process of assimilation, but soon turned to the 
collectivization and then subjugation of Ukrain-
ian peasants, their lands, and their livelihoods. 
Most paid the ultimate price for their heritage, 
culture and orientation toward independence. 

Bolshevik partisans confiscated grain from 
Ukrainian peasants and subsequently ex-
ported the stolen food to foreign nations and 
other regions of the Soviet empire. Those who 
protested were imprisoned, deported, or often 
killed on the spot. This grain, belonging to 
Ukraine, would have saved thousands of 
Ukrainian lives. Instead, it was callously 
shipped off for purposes of generating state 
profit, sometimes left to rot on the docks, or 
shipped to meet the needs of Russia’s popu-
lation. Once the famine ended, Ukraine’s pop-
ulation was further decimated by a series of 
epidemics. 

The Commission on the Ukraine Famine, 
appointed by Congress in 1986, researched 
and documented this terrible event. The com-
mission confirmed these horrible events and 
verified the cruelty with which the atrocity was 
executed. The deliberate mass starvation did 
indeed constitute an act of genocide against 
Ukrainians. The commission’s findings are re-
corded in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for 
posterity, as is the graphic and sobering testi-
mony of genocide survivors. 

Mr. Speaker, Members of the Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus have, in prior years, risen 
here on the House floor in observance of the 
Ukrainian Famine and in solidarity with the 
survivors of this terrible tragedy. We have 
taken great efforts to ensure this House never 
forgets. In fact, we honor the lives of the vic-
tims by rededicating ourselves to summoning 
the strength and courage of our own nation 
and the conscientious voices of its leaders in 
the Congress to stand in firm contradiction to 
any new tyrant who would contemplate such 
devastation through intentional famine. 

Today’s observance compels me to also 
speak out against one such example of star-
vation currently taking place in south-central 
Africa. Mr. Speaker, America must be unam-
biguous in its opposition to the deliberate fam-
ine presently being orchestrated there by an 
alliance of clearly defined conspirators. 

As in Ukraine seventy 70 years ago. South-
ern Africa’s famine has less to do with drought 
and everything to do with pure politics. Today, 
nearly 13 million people in Southern Africa 
face a similar starvation. 

‘‘We’re staring catastrophe in the face—un-
less we get food aid fast to millions of people 
whose lives are in the balance because they 
are starving,’’ said James Morris, the UN’s 
special envoy to the region. 

Officials blame environmental groups such 
as Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace that 
have pressured African countries like Zambia 
to halt shipments of food aid from the United 
States and other nations willing and able to re-
lieve the famine and save precious lives. The 
groups oppose so-called genetically modified 
(GM) foods. Extremist groups have put their 
ideology—opposing the importation of all such 
hybrid agricultural products—ahead of the 
lives of starving people. 

‘‘It’s very disturbing to me that some groups 
have chosen a famine to make a political 
point,’’ says Andrew Natsios, administrator of 
the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID). ‘‘The lives of 13 million people are at 
risk.’’

Natsios said the U.S. is ready to supply 
more than 75 percent of all the food coming 
into starving Southern Africa. ‘‘If they don’t get 
food from us they’re not going to get it,’’ he 
said. 

This year, for example, Zimbabwe has re-
fused to accept U.S. corn, convinced by rad-
ical groups that GM gain might somehow 
‘‘contaminate’’ native crops. Some of this life-
saving corn was grown in my own state of 
Colorado. Adding more disinformation, Friends 
of the Earth claims ‘‘the U.S. is disposing of its 
rejected food on Africa,’’ in a news release 
last month. 

Just as in Stalin’s days, truth has seldom 
been an ally of the Left. Natsios, who says the 
U.S. has been supplying GM foods to the re-
gion for the past seven years, also says it is 
the same food sold and consumed in the 
United States. ‘‘I’ve never seen, in my 30 
years of public service, such disinformation 
and intellectual dishonesty,’’ he said. 

As for problems with modified crops—there 
are none. Concerned about the lives of mil-
lions of people desperately in need, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) released a report 
at the end of the summer assuring GM foods 
are perfectly safe. ‘‘Southern African countries 
should consider accepting GM food aid in the 
face of the humanitarian crisis facing the re-
gion,’’ urged WHO Director General Gro Har-
lem Brundtland.
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Like the notorious 1932–1933 mass starva-

tion in Ukraine, famine is not always borne of 
a natural disaster. However, famine can be-
come an effective ideological weapon. 

Stalin himself would have been proud of the 
sordid partnership forged by radical environ-
mentalists and African tyrants. What are a few 
million lives worth to this axis of hunger when 
there are political statements to be made? 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to speak in 
strenuous objection to this African tragedy un-
folding before our very eyes. The extreme 
human price paid for the lessons of the Great 
Ukrainian Famine should not be dismissed 
now to the complacency of an overwhelmed 
world. To permit this new festering scourge is 
to insult the memory of those poor Ukrainians 
who have perished while trivializing the dignity 
of their survivors whose lives command us to 
respond with immediate courage.

f

HONORING FORMER 
CONGRESSMAN BUD SHUSTER

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 22, 2002

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express congratulations to a former col-
league, Congressman Bud Shuster of Penn-
sylvania, for an honor he recently received. 

Earlier this week, Bud Shuster was named 
the ‘‘Transportation Person of the Century’’ by 
the Associated Pennsylvania Constructors 
(APC) in honor of the tremendous contribu-
tions he has made to the nation’s transpor-
tation and infrastructure systems. It is a tribute 
to Bud that APC rightly recognized the role 
that he played in ensuring that our commu-
nities have transportation choices, such as 
transit, rail systems, pedestrian walkways, Am-
trak, and bike paths. 

Bud Shuster spent his career building Amer-
ica. Bud served in the House of Representa-
tives for 28 years, six of those as Chairman of 
the House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee, the largest and most productive 
committee in Congress. His perseverance, pa-
tience and willingness to find common ground 
made him one of the greatest committee 
chairmen we have seen in recent years in the 
House. His extraordinary achievements as 
Chairman speak for themselves, and he has 
the respect of his former colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle. 

Part of the joy of working on the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee is the way 
in which we work together to develop bipar-
tisan bills. As a committee, we worked extraor-
dinarily well over the six years of Bud’s leader-
ship. I had the pleasure of working with him 
on many major pieces of legislation to improve 
the nation’s transportation and infrastructure 
systems, including TEA–21 and AIR–21. 
Throughout his service on the Transportation 
Committee, Bud Shuster demonstrated effec-
tive bipartisan leadership in showing that 
transportation, infrastructure and environ-
mental programs make a real difference in all 
Americans’ lives. 

He retired from this body at the beginning of 
the 107th Congress, and since that time, I 
have missed him, not only for his policy exper-
tise, but also for his friendship. I commend 
and congratulate Bud Shuster on his distin-
guished career as a public servant.

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO RICHARD 
H. FINAN FOR HIS DEDICATED 
SERVICE TO THE OHIO GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY AND TO THE STATE 
OF OHIO

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 22, 2002

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to pay special tribute to 
an outstanding gentleman, and good friend, 
from Ohio. Dick Finan, from the Village of 
Evandale, is the outgoing President of the 
Ohio Senate. He is being honored for his dedi-
cated service and loyalty to the Ohio General 
Assembly and to the citizens of Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker, President Richard H. Finan 
began his career in public service in 1963. He 
served as a Councilman in the Village of 
Evandale until 1969, when he was then elect-
ed to serve as Mayor. 

After serving the citizens of Evandale for ten 
years, he ran for and was elected to the Ohio 
House of Representatives. There he served 
with distinction until 1978. He was elected to 
the Ohio Senate upon leaving the House of 
Representatives and in 1997, was elected by 
his colleagues to serve as Senate President. 

President Finan has had a significant impact 
on public policy in Ohio. He has also reached 
out nationally in an attempt to improve the 
lives of all citizens living in this great land. He 
currently serves as Chairman of the University 
of Dayton Board of Trustees and is a Past 
President of the National Conference of State 
Legislatures. Serving his community and the 
State of Ohio was not only Dick’s duty, but 
also his honor. These chances to give back to 
the public have brought him a lifetime of both 
personal and professional achievement. Presi-
dent Finan truly is a valued asset to the Vil-
lage of Evandale and to the state of Ohio. 

President Finan has been a great resource 
and a true friend to everyone around him. Re-
spected by his colleagues in the legislature 
and in the private sector, Dick has shown the 
ability to improve the environment around him. 
He has been the recipient of many awards 
that reflect his service, including the Tree of 
Life Award from the Jewish National Fund, the 
President’s Medal from Miami University, the 
Distinguished Citizen Award from the Medical 
College of Ohio, and the William Howard Taft 
Americanism Award from the Anti-Defamation 
League. He is an Honorary Alumni Member—
Omicron Delta Kappa—at the University of 
Dayton and holds an honorary degree from 
Xavier University. 

President Finan will be missed in the public 
arena. His wisdom, honesty and forthrightness 
are attributes to which all public servants 
should aspire. He has set an example for ev-
eryone on how to live a life of service, putting 
the greater interests of the community before 
one’s own. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying special tribute to President Richard 
H. Finan. Our communities are served well by 
having such honorable and giving citizens, like 
Dick, who care about their well being and sta-
bility. We wish Dick, his wife Joan and their 
four children all the best as we pay tribute to 
one of our nation’s finest citizens.

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND 
LAVAUGHN VENCHAEL BOOTH

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 22, 2002

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and accomplishments of Rev-
erend Lavaughn Venchael Booth, a distin-
guished friend and champion of faith and jus-
tice from Cincinnati, who passed away on No-
vember 17. 

Born on January 7, 1919 in Covington 
County, Mississippi, Reverend Booth received 
a bachelor’s degree in American history from 
Alcorn A&M College; a bachelor’s degree in 
divinity from Howard University; and a mas-
ter’s degree in church history from the Univer-
sity of Chicago Divinity School. He began his 
ministry with First Baptist Church of 
Warrenton, Virginia and continued his ministry 
with First Baptist Church of Gary, Indiana. He 
pastored Zion Baptist Church in the Avondale 
area of Cincinnati for 32 years before founding 
the Olivet Baptist Church in Silverton. Last 
year, he came out of retirement to pastor the 
Church upon the Rock in Anderson, Indiana. 

In 1961, Reverend Booth founded the Pro-
gressive National Baptist Convention (PNBC). 
The PNBC became the household of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and the civil rights 
movement among African-American Baptists. 
As Dr. Lewis V. Baldwin noted, ‘‘King, while 
siding with progressives, had no active role 
with the organization of the PNBC.’’ Dr. King 
at his last meeting with the PNBC in 1967 in 
Cincinnati emphasized according to conven-
tion minutes ‘‘that he is a member of the 
PNBC. He has come to speak not as a civil 
rights leader, but as a minister of the gospel.’’ 
The PNBC split from the National Baptist Con-
vention and formed a denomination that 
played an active role in the civil rights move-
ment by joining with the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference and provided Dr. King 
with a national platform. Reverend Booth 
served as its president from 1971–1974. Pro-
gressives today have 2.5 million members in 
1,800 churches nationwide. 

But Reverend Booth’s focus was his local 
ministry, and he said, ‘‘We should have con-
cern for the physical, as well as the spiritual 
well-being of people.’’ He initiated economic 
development projects, secured the credit to 
build hundreds of low-income housing units 
and a church-run nursing home, and later es-
tablished the region’s first black-owned bank. 
Described as a visionary who dedicated his 
life to the Lord, he was driven to do for others, 
trying to make the world and his community a 
better place to live. 

Reverend Booth’s civil and community ac-
tivities are legendary. He was the first African-
American member of the University of Cin-
cinnati Board of Trustees. He was a founding 
member of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Cen-
ter for Nonviolent Social Change, served on 
the board of the Cincinnati City Gospel Mis-
sion and as vice president of the Gospel 
World Alliance. He helped to establish the 
Marva Collins Preparatory School in Cin-
cinnati; the Cincinnati Ecumenical Prayer 
Breakfast, a service that offered prayers for 
newly-elected public servants; and the Na-
tional Prayer League. 

Reverend Booth is survived by his sons, 
Paul Booth of Cincinnati, who is a member of
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