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James T. Johnson, Jr. and his wife Pamela 
Johnson. Dr. Johnson has been the director of 
the AAMI since its founding, and Mrs. Johnson 
serves as manager of this non-profit organiza-
tion. They have worked tirelessly over the last 
20 years to expand and improve the programs 
offered by the AAMI. 

For the past 20 years, the AAMI has trained 
musicians of all ages and backgrounds in jazz, 
gospel, and blues for voice and instruments. 
Over that period of time, the Afro-American 
Music Institute has trained thousands of stu-
dents. In addition to vocal and instrumental in-
struction, the AAMI curriculum includes such 
subjects as directing, improvisation, song writ-
ing and arrangement, and music theory, as 
well as the technical and managerial aspects 
of musical performance. The AAMI sponsors 
several musical ensembles, including a youth 
jazz group, a sacred music choir, a boys’ 
choir, and a faculty ensemble. 

The Institute was originally located in St. 
James AME Church in Pittsburgh’s East Lib-
erty neighborhood, but in 1992, it incorporated 
and moved to its current location at 7227 
Tioga Street. The AAMI has plans to relocate 
to a new building on Hamilton Avenue early 
next year. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of 
Pennsylvania’s 14th Congressional District, I 
want to commend Dr. and Mrs. Johnson and 
the faculty and students of the Afro-American 
Music Institute for their educational and cul-
tural contributions to our community and wish 
them continued success in the future.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
477, final passage of H.R. 5710, The Home-
land Security Act of 2002, I was detained in 
traffic from an event honoring federal employ-
ees. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’

f

IN HONOR OF REPRESENTATIVE 
CARRIE MEEK

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise on behalf of 
my dear colleague, Carrie Meek, whom I have 
had the privilege of working with from the 
great state of Florida. 

A freshman from the class of 1992, Carrie 
represents Florida’s 17th district, encom-
passing large portions of my hometown, 
Miami. 

In her very first term, we were all impressed 
by her ability to win a seat on the Appropria-
tions Committee, the only freshman Democrat 
to do so. She has also served admirably on 
the Treasury Postal Service and VA/HUD 
Committees, consistently advocating on behalf 
of African Americans, fighting for job creation 
and business development through Federal 
programs. 

Always fighting for the underdog, Carrie has 
served with an iron fist in a velvet glove. Al-

though we sit on opposite sides of the aisle, 
I have always respected her work and wel-
come the arrival of her son, Kendrick, to the 
Congress. My office and the entire Florida 
Delegation look forward to working with him. 
We are certain he will carry on Carrie’s fine 
family tradition of lawmaking. 

Mr. Speaker, the residents of Florida’s 17th 
Congressional District have been better 
served for Carrie’s service in Congress. This 
body exists so that the people of our country 
have a voice in their government. The votes 
Floridians cast to send her to Washington 
brought this House reasoned judgment, ener-
getic lawmaking and strong conviction, Today 
we honor her service to her country and wish 
her well.

f

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE 
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE 
HONORABLE CHARLES ROSSOTTI

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service to our country that has 
been performed by our outgoing Internal Rev-
enue Service Commissioner, Charles Rossotti. 

Commissioner Rossotti was one of the long-
est serving Commissioners in the history of 
the Internal Revenue Service and the first to 
have a five-year term as recommended in the 
landmark IRS Restructuring and Reform Act of 
1988. During his tenure, Commissioner 
Rossotti provided the IRS with the leadership 
it needed as it went through the most dramatic 
change in its history. The structural and cul-
tural reforms he implemented will have a posi-
tive impact on both the IRS and taxpayers for 
many years to come. 

Under Commissioner Rossotti’s leadership, 
the IRS was reorganized into four divisions, 
each of which is responsible for a specific 
segment of taxpayers. This model allows tax-
payers to receive expert and personalized 
service and permits the IRS to more efficiently 
use its resources. Another significant accom-
plishment under Commissioner Rossotti’s 
watch is the expanded ability to exchange 
data electronically. During the last tax season, 
nearly one in three Form 1040s was filed elec-
tronically, and the IRS Web site has become 
one of the most popular sites on the Internet. 
Charles has managed the implementation of 
many taxpayer rights contained in the IRS re-
structuring law, such as the innocent spouse 
and collection due process protections, and 
has strengthened the role of the National Tax-
payer Advocate. 

Commissioner Rossotti’s accomplishments 
have set the IRS on the right track to pro-
viding top-quality service and fairness to all 
taxpayers. He is to be commended for his ef-
forts to transform the IRS into a performance-
based organization, and dispel the belief that 
customer service and enforcement are mutu-
ally exclusive. Perhaps the broadest indicator 
of Commissioner Rossotti’s impact on the IRS 
has been the steady rise in the public percep-
tion of the IRS in the last four years. 

Mr. Speaker, Charles accomplished all of 
this at a time in his life when he was ready to 
leave full-time employment and enjoy a slower 
paced life. He and his wife, Barbara, put their 

personal plans on hold for the past five years 
while he served our country nobly and well. 
He is a true citizen servant in the great tradi-
tion of the Roman hero Cincinnatus. Our 
country owes him a debt of gratitude for his 
outstanding public service. We wish Charles 
and Barbara the very best.

f

FAMILY FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE 
IN CONGRESS

HON. TIM ROEMER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
reflect on my last 12 years here in United 
States Congress. I have enjoyed this experi-
ence and consider it to be one of the most 
gratifying opportunities of my life. I am grateful 
for the people of the Third District of Indiana 
who allowed me to serve with such intelligent, 
honorable and talented people. It is my hope 
that we have made some strides in making 
the lives of Americans better and more pros-
perous for the future. As I leave this body, one 
of my regrets will be that this institution did not 
set more of a priority on scheduling, which is 
essential to a balanced, family and profes-
sional life. With a quote, I would like to point 
to the following example of our colleagues 
across the Atlantic who have set a family-
friendly precedent as part of their agenda. 

Winston Churchill once said, ‘‘There is no 
doubt that it is around the family and the 
home that all the greatest virtues, the most 
dominating virtues of human society, are cre-
ated, strengthened and maintained.’’ 

According to an article in the New York 
Times, Members of the British Parliament re-
cently reaffirmed their commitment to this prin-
ciple. The House of Commons voted to end a 
centuries old tradition of late-night sessions, 
moving the start of business up to 11:30 a.m. 
from 2:30 p.m., and declaring that the latest a 
session can go is 7:30 p.m. This is three 
hours earlier than the usual closing time. This 
vote apparently came after a nine-hour debate 
that ended at midnight. 

This schedule is all too familiar to us here 
in the United States Congress. We have had 
more than our fair share of late nights. Some 
of these nights have been essential, especially 
when we are considering measures on how to 
combat the war on terrorism or balance the 
budget. Oftentimes, these sessions are indeed 
vital. However, more often than not, there was 
no compelling reason to be in session so late. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the hard work of my 
colleagues during this 107th Congress and 
past Congresses. I am, however, concerned 
about the impact of inefficient scheduling on 
our spouses and children. This ritual has be-
come a norm in this governing. We have 
struggled through many late nights only to ac-
complish very little at times and only to dis-
appoint our families when we cannot get on a 
plane to get home or make it back in time to 
tuck our children into bed. 

As Co-chairs of the Members and Family 
Committee, my friend, the gentleman from 
Mississippi, Mr. PICKERING, and I have worked 
with the Committee to make it possible to 
mesh family time with Congressional business. 
We have hosted dinners and movie nights and 
brought in speakers to make this body a more 
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family-friendly atmosphere. The events have 
been a success but they are a far cry from the 
goal of having a family-friendly atmosphere in 
‘‘The People’s House.’’ 

A broader level of this concern in this body 
should be the importance of having represent-
atives in the people’s house who have family 
interests in mind. It is imperative to this body 
for all interests of the American people to be 
represented, particularly the issues that affect 
the family. We cannot allow those interests to 
be forgotten as we continue to set an agenda 
for the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, as I leave Congress in the 
coming weeks, I hope that this body will work 
to improve the schedule so that members can 
meet their priorities in life: our families. Thom-
as Jefferson once said, ‘‘The happiest mo-
ments of my life have been the few which I 
have passed at home in the bosom of my 
family.’’

f

IN CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL 
BIBLE WEEK

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored and pleased to serve as Congressional 
Co-Chair for National Bible Week, November 
24–December 1, 2002. National Bible Week 
has been an annual observance in this coun-
try since 1941. When the nation turned to the 
Holy Bible for strength, comfort, and guidance. 
On September 11, 2001, when terrorists de-
stroyed the World Trade Center Towers in 
New York and attacked the Pentagon, another 
‘‘day of infamy’’ took place in our nation’s his-
tory. President Bush immediately called Ameri-
cans to prayer, saying, ‘‘Our purpose as a na-
tion is firm, yet our wounds as a people are 
recent and unhealed and lead us to pray. . . . 
We ask almighty God to watch over our na-
tion.’’ I strongly believe that one contribution 
every American can make in these troubling 
times is to pray for our nation, its leaders, and 
its people. 

National Bible Week is celebrated every 
year from Sunday to Sunday during the week 
of Thanksgiving. It is a time of prayer, a time 
to confirm our values and a time to strengthen 
national resolve. As we gather at our dinner 
tables in remembrance, let us be thankful to 
be living in a country where our Constitution 
guarantees freedom of worship. I commend 
the National Bible Association for its leader-
ship in promoting this worthy endeavor.

f

HONORING DOUGLAS MCCLURG

HON. JIM DAVIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of my good friend Douglas McClurg, 
who will be remembered in the Tampa Bay 
community as a prominent and highly es-
teemed bankruptcy attorney, a Vietnam War 
hero and a man who was deeply devoted to 
his faith, family and community. 

Since 1992, Doug worked as a bankruptcy 
lawyer for Hill, Ward & Henderson, and he 

was the founding director and former president 
and chairman of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy 
Bar Association. Doug handled several high 
profile bankruptcy cases in the Tampa Bay 
area and was highly respected by his col-
leagues for the quality of his work and char-
acter. 

But what was most impressive about Doug 
was his ability to successfully balance a de-
manding career with his responsibilities to his 
family and his community. Doug was very ac-
tive in the lives of his children and committed 
to helping young people. He sat on the execu-
tive board of the Gulf Ridge Council of the 
Boy Scouts and was chairman of the board for 
Young Life, a Christian outreach program for 
middle and high school students. Doug also 
served as a trustee for the Tampa Museum of 
Art, past president of the Tampa Club and 
trustee of the University of Florida Law Center 
Association. 

As a member of the U.S. Special Forces, 
Doug served a combat tour during the Viet-
nam War and earned a Purple Heart, Bronze 
star, Combat Infantry Badge and Air Medal. 

On behalf of the Tampa Bay community, I 
would like to extend my heartfelt sympathies 
to Doug’s family. Doug led a very full life in 
too short of a period of time, and we will never 
forget him, his contributions to many and the 
example he set for all of us to aspire to reach.

f

CORRECTION ON H.R. 4689

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, I signed the 
‘‘Dissenting Views’’ to the Committee Report 
on H.R. 4689, the ‘‘Fairness in Sentencing Act 
of 2002,’’ which included these two inaccurate 
statements:

If enacted, the bill would prevent individ-
uals who perform low-level drug trafficking 
functions from qualifying for a mitigating 
role adjustment under the United States 
Sentencing Guidelines.

and
The bill prevents low-level, first-offense 

drug offenders from receiving a mitigating 
role adjustment under the sentencing guide-
lines.

H.R. Rep. No. 107–769 at 307–08 (Oct. 31, 
2002) (‘‘Dissenting Views’’). The Chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and 
Homeland Security, Rep. LAMAR SMITH, has 
brought to my attention that these two state-
ments are inaccurate because the bill does 
not in fact do this. I acknowledge and regret 
the error.

f

CHINA’S BALLISTIC MISSILE 
THREAT

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, as we pre-
pare to invade Iraq and ponder North Korea’s 
secret nuclear weapons program, America 
must not overlook the greater threat posed by 
China and the transformation of the People’s 

Liberation Army into a modern technological 
force capable of lightning attacks. 

Similar to how Germany used blitzkrieg or 
lightning warfare in World War II to demoralize 
its opponents, the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) is ready to unleash a new form of war-
fare using advances in accurate ballistic mis-
siles, high-energy lasers, and information war-
fare. 

This transformation of the PLA has more 
than the capture of Taiwan in view. In Decem-
ber 1999 China’s Defense Minister, General 
Chi Haotian, declared war between China and 
the United States ‘‘is inevitable.’’ He noted, 
‘‘The issue is that the Chinese armed forces 
must control the initiative in this war.’’ 

To control the initiative, the PLA plans to 
mount a surprise attack, counting on the 
weight of its initial blow to stun an opponent 
into submission. Ballistic missile strikes, high 
energy lasers used against satellites, and in-
formation warfare provide the means by which 
the PLA can launch a surprise attack with little 
or no warning. 

Do we need to remind ourselves of the con-
gressionally funded U.S.-China Security Re-
view Commission that declared in August 
2002, ‘‘Despite overwhelming U.S. military and 
technological superiority, China can still defeat 
the United States by transforming its weak-
ness into strength and exploiting U.S. 
vulnerabilities through asymmetric warfare 
. . . deception, surprise and preemptive 
strikes’’. 

China’s mild reaction to our plans to invade 
Iraq may indicate deception, laying the 
groundwork for a surprise attack. Even as we 
engage China in diplomacy to call a halt to 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons program, we 
deceive ourselves as to the role China played 
in the proliferation of nuclear weapons and 
ballistic missile technology to North Korea, 
where Pakistan served as an intermediary by 
assisting North Korea in its nuclear weapons 
program in exchange for North Korean assist-
ance with its ballistic missile program. 

Even our efforts to seek China’s assistance 
in the war on terrorism contain an element of 
self-deception. We overlook how China sup-
ported the Taliban, signing a memorandum of 
understanding with Taliban leadership on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Do we note how PLA mili-
tary doctrine described in Unrestricted Warfare 
extolled Osama bin Laden as a new type of 
warrior to emulate? 

We deceive ourselves if we believe the PLA 
is not capable of mounting a powerful blow at 
our armed forces. Our satellites are vulnerable 
to laser attacks and information warfare—a 
fact carefully noted by Donald Rumsfeld be-
fore he became Secretary of Defense while 
serving as Chairman of the Space Commis-
sion. Our forces and military bases are vulner-
able to ballistic missile strikes—we have no 
defense against ballistic missiles except for 
the short-range Patriot. 

TAIWAN 
A picture of our vulnerability may be seen in 

Taiwan. For example, a Taiwanese defense 
ministry report concluded a PLA attack using 
ballistic missiles and cruise missiles supple-
mented by long-range artillery and other 
weapons aimed at nearly one hundred key tar-
gets such as airports, harbors, important high-
ways, bridges and military command centers, 
missile bases and barracks would be success-
ful within a very short time. Several dozen bal-
listic missiles could destroy over half its navy 
concentrated at the naval base of Tsuoying. 
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