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who are the most innovative and successful in 
developing trade and promoting exports for 
the United States. The recipients of the award 
each receive a certificate signed by the Sec-
retary of State and $5,000. Along with Alan 
Larson, Under Secretary of State for Eco-
nomic, Business and Agricultural Affairs, I 
would like to bring your attention to the exem-
plary work of these career Department of 
State employees:

AMERICAN DIPLOMATS: BUSINESS IS THEIR 
‘‘BUSINESS’’ 

Shortly after arriving in Cotonou, U.S. 
Ambassador Pamela Bridgewater, began ex-
ploring with the President of Benin ways in 
which an American company could resolve 
the challenges faced by a major U.S. tele-
communication investment in this small 
West African country. In Poland, Ambas-
sador Chris Hill used strong personal rela-
tionships with senior Polish government de-
cisionmakers, including the Prime Minister, 
to assist a U.S. company win a multi-million 
dollar contract to privatize a Polish defense 
industry. Ian Campbell, an economic officer 
in Jordan is helping in the formation of a 
business-government steering committee 
that will implement the U.S.-Jordan Free 
Trade Agreement. And Laura Byergo has 
turned the American Mongolia Business 
Group in Ulaan Baatar into an effective vehi-
cle for improving the business climate there 
and increasing American exports. 

What these diplomats—and hundreds like 
them—have in common is their under-
standing that advancing opportunities over-
seas for American business is central to 
maintaining our nation’s economic pros-
perity and national security. Exports ac-
counted for more than one quarter of our 
economic growth during the past decade; 
they currently support an estimated 12 mil-
lion highpaying jobs. 

American diplomats have made business 
their ‘‘business.’’ Support for U.S. business is 
now a central feature of the work of our 150-
plus posts worldwide. Business executives, 
who only a decade ago shied away from con-
tacting American missions about their busi-
ness problems, know that if help is needed—
with a contract, a tender, access to local 
government officials—U.S. diplomatic mis-
sions abroad are prepared to assist. Ambas-
sadors today often spend 30 to 60 percent of 
their time on commercial issues; their doors 
and those of their staff are open to compa-
nies that provide jobs for American workers 
and they are working hard to assist them in 
promoting the export of our country’s goods 
and services. 

To add momentum to this sea-change in 
the work of American diplomats, Charles 
Cobb Jr., former Ambassador to Iceland, es-
tablished an annual award in 1991 to recog-
nize two individuals at posts abroad—an Am-
bassador and a non-Ambassador—for their 
success in developing trade and promoting 
exports. Along with several other govern-
ment officials and U.S. business executives, 
we were privileged to participate in review-
ing an impressive list of nominees and decid-
ing on the recipients of this year’s award. 

Ambassador Bridgewater in Benin and Ms. 
Byergo in Mongolia were this year’s recipi-
ents in recognition of their energy, imagina-
tion, initiative and leadership on the busi-
ness front. Ambassador Bridgewater was 
cited for championing American investments 
in Benin and for working tirelessly to pro-
mote the benefits of the Africa Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA), a U.S. law passed 
in 2000 that promotes trade and development 
in sub-Saharan Africa. On that score, she 
identified sectors of Benin’s economy best 
positioned to benefit from AGOA provisions. 
With AGOA, we have an opportunity to go 

beyond traditional development assistance 
and give all of the countries of sub-Saharan 
Africa, no matter how small or how poor, an 
opportunity to avail themselves of trade in-
centives if they pursue economic reform and 
move toward democracy and good govern-
ance. 

Ms. Byergo improved the business environ-
ment for American products in Mongolia by 
persuading the government of Mongolia to 
act upon the recommendations for change 
made by U.S. business executives. Her ‘‘Open 
Government Initiative’’ brought U.S. busi-
ness and Mongolian govenment officials to-
gether to address specific problems such as 
taxation policy. 

Others nominated for the award this year 
were praised for working with business to 
cut through bureaucratic red tape, improve 
the regulatory environment, reduce high tar-
iffs, encourage privatization, and combat 
corruption. These efforts to push the enve-
lope on economic policy often translated 
into greater transparency and business op-
portunities. 

Past winners of the Cobb Award continue 
to distinguish themselves in government 
service and with the business community, in-
cluding Richard Boucher, the Secretary of 
State’s spokesman; Beth Jones, Assistant 
Secretary for European and Eurasian Affairs; 
and John Wolf, Assistant Secretary for Non-
proliferation. 

The commercial advocacy of American dip-
lomats ensures that what we have won for 
American business and American workers at 
the negotiating table—in bilateral and free 
trade agreements, regional trade compacts 
and the World Trade Organization—is trans-
lated into commercial opportunities and ul-
timately business contracts. 

In U.S. missions large and small, wherever 
American business sees opportunity and 
needs assistance in winning a fair market 
share, our diplomats are there to help. Their 
work is key not just to our own future, but 
to the welfare of others in the world commu-
nity as well.
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CONGRATULATING THE LA 
SPARKS

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 10, 2002

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to my hometown WNBA team, the 
Los Angeles Sparks. Today we passed H. 
Res. 532 which honors the Los Angeles 
Sparks players and staff for winning the 
WNBA championship and completing a re-
markable season. 

On August 30th, they won the WNBA title 
for the second year in a row. The Sparks were 
competing against New York Liberty for this 
year’s title. It was a competitive series and the 
decisive game went down to the last couple of 
seconds. With the game tied at 66, rookie 
Nikki Teasley got the ball and scored the win-
ning basket—a three pointer, putting the team 
up for good and clinching the championship. 
Both teams played superbly. It was exciting, a 
great show of gamesmanship and the fans 
were treated to an exceptional game. Lisa 
Leslie was named the series Most Valuable 
Player. This is an honor she received last 
year, as well. She finished the game with sev-
enteen points. 

With this championship, the LA Sparks join 
the Houston Comets as the only multiple title-

holders in the league’s six-year history. In ad-
dition, by winning every playoff game they 
played, they tied the Comets record of sweep-
ing all six playoff games. The team’s winning 
streak is nine if you count the last three 
games of the regular season. 

It was not an easy season, but the women 
worked hard, played hard and were rewarded 
for their efforts. That is something from which 
we can all learn. So as I close, I would like to 
congratulate the Sparks and thank them for 
being leaders. I hope they continue to set 
good examples for our city.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL JUSTICE ACT OF 2002

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 10, 2002

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join 
my colleague, Congressman MARK UDALL, in 
introducing the Environmental Justice Act of 
2002. 

This bill will codify a 1994 environmental 
justice Executive Order by President Bill Clin-
ton. 

Executive Order 12898, the ‘‘Federal Ac-
tions to Address Environmental Justice in Mi-
nority Populations and Low Income Popu-
lations,’’ attempts to address environmental in-
justice within existing federal laws and regula-
tions by prohibiting discriminatory practices in 
programs that receive federal funds. 

This issue has been one of my priorities as 
a public servant because I have seen the 
damage—first hand—that environmental injus-
tice can bring to poor and minority commu-
nities. 

I grew up in the shadow of one of the larg-
est landfills in the country. 

As the landfill grew, so did other regional 
pollution. 

Gravel pits that are miles wide and hun-
dreds of feet deep were dug to build roads 
and buildings in California. 

Heavy industry moved in—especially during 
World War II when my area manufactured jet 
fuel. 

And the rivers that were once free-flowing 
water bodies were reduced to sewer channels. 

Areas where my family would picnic or 
enjoy nature when I was little are now part of 
the dirtiest watershed in the country. 

In the Los Angeles area, it is estimated that 
over 71 percent of African Americans and 50 
percent of Latinos reside in areas with the 
most polluted air, while only 34 percent of 
whites live in highly polluted areas. 

Even our open space tends to be divided 
among financial or other demographic lines. 

In Los Angeles neighborhoods where 1990 
household income averaged less than $20,000 
a year, there was less than a half-acre of 
parkland for every 1,000 residents. 

The ratio was more than 40 times higher—
21.2 acres for every 1,000 people—in neigh-
borhoods where household incomes were 
$40,000 or higher. 

Park access was similarly lopsided when 
broken down by race. 

Majority white neighborhoods had 95.7 
acres of parkland for every 1,000 children, 
compared with 5 acres in Latino areas, 2.9 
acres in African-American neighborhoods and 
6.3 acres in Asian-American areas.

VerDate 0ct<02>2002 06:57 Oct 12, 2002 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A10OC8.098 E11PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1846 October 11, 2002
In the past we might have accepted our fate 

but today we chose to fight back. 
Hardly a day passes without the media in-

forming us about a neighborhood that is fight-
ing a landfill, incinerator, chemical plant or 
some other polluting industry. 

This was not always the case. 
Just three decades ago, the concept of en-

vironmental justice had not registered on the 
radar screens of most environmental, civil 
rights or social justice groups. 

Today, we enjoy a greater ability to connect 
with the public by media but our laws still offer 
few protections to disadvantaged communities. 

I am committed to changing this and look 
forward to working with Congressman UDALL 
and others to make sure that environmental 
protection starts with environmental equality. 

I ask my colleagues to support this bill and 
yield back the balance of my time.

f

APPLICATION OF BERRY AMEND-
MENT TO MULTI-YEAR AIR-
CRAFT LEASE PILOT PROGRAM

HON. TED STRICKLAND 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 10, 2002

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my appreciation for the provision in the 
Defense Appropriations Conference Report 
that helps to reaffirm the certainty of the spe-
cialty metals clause of the Berry Amendment. 
The provision in the conference report directs 
the Secretary of the Air Force to provide Con-
gress with estimates of the amount, value, and 
overall percentage of foreign and domestic-
sourced specialty metals to be used in the 
fleet of leased aircraft under the Multi-Year 
Aircraft Lease Pilot Program. The Secretary 
must compare this data to the specialty metal 
content of military aircraft the Air Force has 
procured over the last five years. This meas-
ure will provide valuable data to Congress to 
ensure that the objective of the Berry Amend-
ment and particularly the specialty metals 
clause of this long-standing procurement rule 
stands firm. Without proper enforcement of the 
Berry Amendment, the U.S. titanium industry 
could shrink and lead the Department of De-
fense to become dependent on foreign sup-
plies from Russia for this strategic material 
that is of critical importance to the military air-
craft industry.

f

TRIBUTE TO TOM MULLEN, 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY SUPERVISOR

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 10, 2002

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication to the community and to the overall 
well-being and prosperity of the County of Riv-
erside, California, is exceptional. The County 
of Riverside has been fortunate to have dy-
namic and dedicated community leaders who 
willingly and unselfishly give time and talent to 
making their communities a better place to live 
and work. Tom Mullen is one of these individ-
uals. After two terms as Riverside County Su-

pervisor, Tom is retiring this year. I know all of 
the citizens in our great County will miss Tom 
and wish him well as he moves to new en-
deavors. 

Tom Mullen is a native of Hastings, Ne-
braska and has served his country honorably 
in the United States Air Force. Tom also 
served his community as a law enforcement 
officer and as an aid to State Senator Bob 
Pressley. Mullen was first elected to the Fifth 
District Supervisor seat for Riverside, Cali-
fornia in 1994. As a county supervisor, he has 
been responsible for a population greater than 
12 states and a multi-billion dollar budget that 
would rank among Forbes Magazine’s Fortune 
500 companies. Mullen has also been the 
leader for an ambitious planning initiative, the 
Riverside County Integrated Project, a three-
pronged plan to simultaneously address trans-
portation, habitat conservation and housing 
demands brought on by rapid population 
growth in Riverside County. The plan has 
been praised as a national model for other 
states and communities to emulate. 

Under Tom Mullen’s excellent leadership 
Riverside County has achieved impressive re-
sults. The economy has grown significantly 
and during his tenure more than 350,000 jobs 
have been generated. Mullen’s aggressive hir-
ing of new Sheriff Deputies and prosecutors 
has produced a 50-percent decrease in crime 
since 1994. 

In recognition of Tom’s exemplary work as 
a Riverside County Supervisor, Tom has been 
awarded the Riverside Community College 
Alumnus of the Year 2000; Management 
Leader of the Year 1998 by the A. Gary An-
derson School of Management at the Univer-
sity of California, Riverside; and the Good 
Government Award from the Riverside County 
Chapter of the Building Industry Association. 

Tom is a devoted husband to wife, Kathy, 
and proud father and grandfather. 

Tom’s tireless work as the Riverside County 
Supervisor has contributed unmeasurably to 
the well-being and betterment of Riverside 
County. His outstanding involvement in the 
community makes me proud to call him a fel-
low community member, American and friend.
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RECOGNIZING TAIWAN’S 91ST 
NATIONAL DAY

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2002

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, as a longtime 
supporter and proud member of the Taiwan 
Caucus, I would like to recognize and con-
gratulate Taiwan today on its 91st National 
Day. Taiwan has made many significant ac-
complishments during its brief history. Taiwan 
has been a true friend to the U.S., and one of 
our major trading partners.

Taiwan is one of the largest export markets 
for many states, including New York. With a 
population of 23 million, the island of Taiwan 
is the world’s 12th largest economy and sev-
enth largest market for U.S. exports world-
wide. Trade between Taiwan and the U.S. 
presently tops $51 billion. Most importantly, 
these economic ties have strengthened our bi-
lateral relationship. 

Taiwan is a thriving democracy, supportive 
of political freedoms and human rights. Its 

constitution guarantees citizens freedom of as-
sembly, expression and association, freedom 
of religion, and freedom of the press. Taiwan 
conducts free and fair elections, and is home 
to more than 90 political parties. 

I applaud Taiwan’s commitment to uphold-
ing the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the International Covenant of Civil and 
Political Rights, and the Declaration and Ac-
tion Program of the 1993 Vienna Conference 
on Human Rights. I thank Taiwan for providing 
humanitarian assistance to Afghan refugees, 
and for its generous contributions to the Inter-
national Community. 

The U.S. is firmly committed to the 1979 
Taiwan Relations Act, and supports the details 
of the 2000 Taiwan Security Enhancement 
Act. We must continue to support Taiwan’s 
defense by offering a robust arms sales pack-
age, and recognize Taiwan’s need for oper-
ational training to effectively use U.S. weap-
ons in case of need. 

I fully support Taiwan’s efforts to join the 
World Health Organization. Last year, the 
House and Senate unanimously passed a bill 
authorizing the State Department to develop a 
plan to assist Taiwan in achieving observer 
status at the annual WHO Assembly. The 
President signed this important bill into law in 
May 2001. 

Last year, President Chen Shui-ban made a 
transit stop in the U.S. The dignified treatment 
Taiwan’s democratic leader received was en-
couraging. I support lifting restrictions on high-
level visits by officials from Taiwan to help 
promote a balanced understanding of issues 
on both sides of the Taiwan Strait. 

Taiwan’s President Chen Shui-ban was one 
of the first world leaders to condemn the 
events of September 11th and to support U.S. 
efforts to combat terrorism. I am pleased to 
express my appreciation for Taiwan’s gestures 
of goodwill on this day of celebration.

f

TRIBUTE TO MR. CHUCK GRAHAM

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 10, 2002

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share with you my tremendous pride 
in a member of the United States Forest Serv-
ice who has served his fellow citizens and his 
nation for almost 40 years, Mr. Chuck 
Graham. Chuck has not only served in the fin-
est tradition of the Forest Service, he has also 
made the Forest Service a great neighbor to 
the communities in which he has served. 
Chuck’s career has been guided by a deep 
commitment to public service. In every com-
munity, from Prospect and Powers to John 
Day and Lakeview, he has been a friend to all 
who have known him. 

Most recently, serving as Forest Supervisor 
of the Fremont and Winema National Forests 
in Oregon, Chuck has always seemed to find 
a way to bring Forest Service interests and 
community interests together. Whether he was 
working out a land exchange to preserve the 
local ski area or preserving a long-standing 
sustained yield unit, Chuck has always been 
guided by common sense and innovation to 
solve problems and capitalize on opportuni-
ties.
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