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donations, and Captain Christopher Stratford,
Executive for the Director of Staffs office at
Travis Air Force Base, who helped coordinate
the delivery of these gifts for the troops. In ad-
dition, I would like to offer my sincere appre-
ciation for Kelli Germeraad for her coordina-
tion of the entire project; without her countless
hours dedicated to this endeavor, this venture
would not have succeeded.
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TRIBUTE TO NEGRO LEAGUE
BASEBALL

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2002

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate
Black History Month, I want to call to the at-
tention of my colleagues here in the United
States House of Representatives an event that
will be held in Newark, New Jersey, a Tribute
to Negro League Baseball. Six months before
the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter, on
April 12, 1861, two Black baseball teams
played in Brookyln, New York. Throughout the
1860s amateur Black baseball clubs sprang
up around the Northeast and Midwest. Players
for the Mutuals of Washington, DC included
Black Activist Frederick Douglass’ sons,
Charles and Fred.

The first all Black professional baseball
team was composed in 1885 of employees of
the Argyle Hotel in Babylon, New York and in
1883, Fleet Walker, a catcher, signed with the
Toledo Blue Stockings along with his brother
Welday. The Blue Stockings then joined the
American Association, which was considered
a major league, thereby making the Walkers
the only Black players to play in the major
leagues until Jackie Robinson in 1947. In
1886, the Southern League of Colored Base
Ballists became the first Negro League with
teams in Memphis, Jacksonville, Savannah,
Atlanta, Charleston and New Orleans. In 1900
only five professional Black baseball teams
existed: the Genuine Cuban Giants, the
Cuban X Giants, the Norfolk Red Stockings,
the Chicago Unions and the Columbia Giants.
By 1910, there would be more than 60 profes-
sional Negro teams barnstorming the country.
During 1902, in an attempt to circumvent the
color barrier and get infielder Charlie Grant on
his team, Baltimore Orioles manager John
McGraw changed Giant’s name to Charlie
Tokohama and tried to pass him off as a full
blooded Cherokee Indian until his plan was
exposed by Chicago White Sox owner Charles
Comiskey. Future Hall of Famer, pitcher Rube
Foster, went 51–4 for the Philadelphia Giants
in 1905. In an exhibition game against the
Philadelphia As, Foster beat 26 games winner
Rube Waddell and became known as the ‘‘col-
ored Rube Waddell.’’ On February 14, 1920,
Rube Foster organized a meeting in Kansas
City of owners of several Black touring teams.
The owners organized the first successful
Black professional league, the Negro National
League, which was comprised of the Chicago
American Giants, the Chicago Giants, the
Dayton Marcos, the Detroit Stars, the Indian-
apolis ABC’s the Kansas City Monarchs, the
St. Louis Giants and the Cuban Stars. Foster
became the league’s president and members
agreed to honor each other’s player contracts,
which brought stability and organization to

Black baseball. In 1924, the pennant winners
of the two Black leagues met in the first Negro
World Series with the Kansas City Monarchs
defeating Hillsdale in 10 games. In 1926, thirty
years before Don Larson’s perfect game, Red
Griers of the Atlantic City Bacharachs pitched
a no-hitter in game three of the Negro World
Series against the Chicago American Giants.
In 1930, five years before the major leagues
turned on the lights, the Kansas City Mon-
archs became the first team to regularly play
night baseball with a portable lighting system.
In 1937, the Negro American League was
formed and the Kansas City Monarchs won
five of the first six Negro American League
pennants. The Negro National League Home-
stead Grays won eight pennants between
1937–45 with John Gibson, the greatest hitter
of the Negro Leagues (962 career homeruns).
In 1945 Kansas City Monarchs rookie short-
stop Jackie Robinson signed to play for the
Brooklyn Dodgers at $600 per month, thereby
breaking the color barrier in major league
baseball. Since baseball’s integration from
1947 to 1953, six of the seven National
League Rookies of the Year were former
Negro League players, including Jack Robin-
son, Don Newcombs, Sam Jethrol, Willie
Mays, Joe Black and Jim Gilliam. After the in-
tegration of baseball, the Negro leagues
began to decline in 1948, due to the fact that
its best players were now signing with major
league teams. The Negro American League fi-
nally dissolved in 1963. Sixteen Negro League
baseball stars have been inducted into the
Hall of Fame including former Newark Eagles
and local Major League players, such as Larry
Dolby, Monte Irvin and Ray Dandridge. From
1920–1955 over 30 communities located
throughout the Midwest, Northeast and the
South were home franchises comprised of the
Negro National League, Eastern Colored
League, East-West League, Negro Southern
League and the Negro American League. The
City of Newark, New Jersey was the home of
the Newark Browns, Newark Dodgers, Newark
Eagles and the Newark Stars. Of all the New-
ark teams, the Newark Eagles were the most
memorable. The team was managed by a
woman, Mrs. Effa Manley, who along with her
husband Abe Manley owned the team. They
were also entrepreneurs, owning Club 83 on
New Street in Newark. I had the privilege of
attending Newark Eagles games as a young-
ster. The games were very memorable occa-
sions.

There was great excitement in the air when
the Newark Eagles won the 1946 Negro
League World Championship over the Kansas
City Monarchs in the seventh and final game
of the series held at Newark’s Ruppert Sta-
dium on September 29. Mr. Speaker, it is with
much pride that we remember and pay tribute
to the athletes of Negro League Baseball dur-
ing Black History Month. I know my colleagues
here in the United States Congress join me in
sending best wishes as the City of Newark
pays homage to those who made history and
made us proud.

BIPARTISAN CAMPAIGN REFORM
ACT OF 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA
OF AMERICAN SAMOA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2356) to amend
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to
provide bipartisan campaign reform:

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today in support of the Shays-Meehan sub-
stitute and want to explain one provision in the
bill which will clarify campaign finance law with
respect to contributions to federal candidates
by U.S. nationals.

American Samoa is the only jurisdiction
under U.S. authority in which a person can be
born with the status of U.S. national. A na-
tional is a person who owes his or her alle-
giance to the United States, but is not a cit-
izen. U.S. nationals travel with U.S. passports
and are eligible for permanent residence in the
United States. They are not foreign citizens or
foreign nationals. In fact, they have most of
the same privileges and immunities as U.S.
citizens. However, federal campaign law was
enacted before American Samoa had rep-
resentation in the U.S. Congress and current
law fails to address the issue of contributions
from U.S. nationals.

Mr. Chairman, federal campaign law cur-
rently specifies that U.S. citizens and perma-
nent resident foreign nationals may make con-
tributions to candidates for federal office. Al-
though there is an advisory opinion from the
Federal Election Commission which interprets
current law to allow U.S. nationals to con-
tribute to federal elections, a federal court
could at any time interpret the law to exclude
U.S. nationals. Our failure to amend current
law could also be interpreted to mean that
Congress originally intended to prohibit U.S.
nationals from contributing to federal elections.

Mr. Chairman, I do not believe it was or is
the intent of Congress, or the law, to exclude
U.S. nationals from contributing to federal
campaigns. Congress simply enacted a law
before American Samoa had representation in
the U.S. Congress. Now it is time to amend
the law to specifically address the issue of
U.S. nationals. Therefore, I urge my col-
leagues to support this technical change in
any bill which moves forward.
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BIPARTISAN CAMPAIGN REFORM
ACT OF 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. BILL LUTHER
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2356) to amend
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to
provide bipartisan campaign reform:

Mr. LUTHER. Mr. Chairman, campaigns
should be about the competition of ideas, not
the competition of money between huge cor-
porate donors and special interests. Allowing
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the big donors to derail our elections takes
power away from the voters and threatens our
democracy itself. Cleaning up our campaigns
should be an issue we all support., Supporters
of clean campaigns in both parties have
stepped up to the plate to bring this important
issue to a vote, and the time has come to give
the American people the victory they deserve
by passing the Shays-Meehan bipartisan re-
form bill.

Good government watchdog groups have
consistently recognized my home state of Min-
nesota as having some of the strongest clean
campaign laws in the country. I am proud of
those laws, which have increased the power
of smaller donors, allowed the average citizen
to have a prominent voice, reduced the influ-
ence of wealthy special interests, and restored
confidence in the political process. I now urge
my fellow representatives to implement tough
campaign reform measures for federal elec-
tions.

The key provision in the Shays-Meehan pro-
posal is a ban on ‘‘soft money’’—the unregu-
lated, unlimited donations from individuals and
political action committees that are often used
to run shady and misleading campaign com-
mercials before an election. Eliminating the
corrupting influence of soft money is the most
basic reform we can make to begin cleaning
up our election system and the Shays-Meehan
bill is the only measure on the table today that
addresses this pervasive problem.

Our nation owes a debt to the authors of
this legislation—Representatives SHAYS and
MEEHAN and Senators MCCAIN and FEIN-
GOLD—for their tireless commitment to reform.
I believe a basic turning point in this effort oc-
curred during last year’s presidential election
when the public rallied around JOHN MCCAIN’S
message of reform. The public sent a strong
message to the political establishment: they
are tired of elected representatives who per-
petuate a system that gives the advantage to
large wealthy special interests. They are tired
of politicians who resort to obscure parliamen-
tary procedures to deny the American people
the opportunity to have an honest debate on
reform. They are tired of the current system
and the overwhelming advantage that it gives
to the incumbents. Now is our chance to enact
true reform that the American people are de-
manding, a reform that has the potential to re-
store a new generation’s faith in the political
process.

There has been a lot of focus from the polit-
ical punditry about which political party will
benefit from the passage of various reform
proposals. This is the wrong approach to take
when debating campaign reform proposals.
The approach should be on passing legislation
that benefits the American people. Our con-
stituents have sent us a strong message that
the system is broken. It is time we hear them
and pass strong campaign finance reform leg-
islation. It is the right thing to do. I urge the
passage of the Shays-Meehan bipartisan cam-
paign reform bill.

BIPARTISAN CAMPAIGN REFORM
ACT OF 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2356) to amend
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to
provide bipartisan campaign reform:

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chairman, Minneso-
tans wanted real campaign finance reform last
summer before the House’s debate was unfor-
tunately cut short, and they still want it today.
We must begin cleaning up our campaign fi-
nance system and the Shays-Meehan bipar-
tisan campaign finance reform bill is a good
place to start.

We all have the right to have our voices
heard when we engage in the political proc-
ess. Right now millions of the unregulated dol-
lars flood our campaigns and continue to
drown out the concerns of working families in
Minnesota and all America. Their opinions are
being lost in the flood of big campaign checks
from special interests.

Mr. Chairman, we should be encouraging
political participation, not discouraging it. I’ve
heard from too many people in my district that
our campaign finance system is broken. It’s
now time this unbalanced system be fixed.

Shays-Meehan will prohibit national parties,
officeholders and candidates from raising un-
regulated soft money for political parties at all
levels. State and local parties can continue
with voter registration and get-out-the-vote ac-
tivities. This bill would also require sham issue
ads be treated like all campaign ads right be-
fore an election—to be paid for with regulated
money that requires full disclosure.

With Minnesota’s unique system of public fi-
nancing and contribution rebates, we have
shown the nation how to run clean elections.
Where else could the Republican party control
the House of Representatives, the Democratic
party control the Senate and there be an Inde-
pendent in the Governor’s mansion? Minneso-
tan’s are used to campaigns that are open,
honest and competitive and it shows in voter
turnouts that lead the nation year after year.

Campaign finance reform is critical, but we
must also learn to control how much is spent
on elections as well. I’ve introduced legislation
that model’s Minnesota’s campaign finance
system and will continue to work hard to take
the next step in campaign finance reform lim-
iting the hundreds of millions of dollars that
are spent on our elections.

It is not a mistake that we are considering
real campaign finance reform today. The dis-
charge petition I signed last year finally forced
the Republican leadership of the House to rec-
ognize that a majority of Americans had finally
been joined by a majority of this House in the
fight for real campaign finance reform. We
must begin now.

Shays-Meehan will help to clean up our
campaign finance system. By eliminating soft
money, America’s confidence in our political
system will be restored.

HAPPY 109TH BIRTHDAY TO
MAEBELLE PLANT

HON. JEFF MILLER
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2002

Mr. JEFF MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to offer a very happy birthday to
Maebelle Plant who turns 109 years old on
February 25, 2002.

Now living in her third century, Granny Plant
has seen twenty presidents take the oath of
office, experienced two World Wars, the Great
Depression, and witnessed America’s growth
into the world’s superpower. She came to
Florida in a covered wagon and watched our
men walk on the moon.

Granny Plant is our community’s matriarch
and the embodiment of our values. By helping
others in need, she has had an immense ef-
fect on our area. Her efforts to feed hungry
children is worthy of the highest acclamation.
Her work-hard-attitude, unwavering faith in
God and countless deeds of good, serve as
an inspiration for our own civic responsibilities.

Granny Plant is adored by a family of six liv-
ing children, 54 great grandchildren, 2
greatgreat grandchildren and a grateful com-
munity.

On behalf of the United States Congress, I
would like to wish this inspirational woman the
happiest of birthdays and many more to come.
I offer my sincere thanks for all she has done.
Maybe we can all live such a complete life if
we live by her words, ‘‘Other’s is my motto. I
love people.’’

f

COMMENDING THE HONORABLE DI-
RECTOR GENERAL VICTOR C.Y.
TSENG ON ASSUMING THE POSI-
TION OF REPRESENTATIVE OF
THE TAIPEI MISSION IN SWEDEN

HON. DOUG OSE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2002

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, the Republic of
China on Taiwan has been a true friend and
partner of the United States of America.

During the past three years, the Taipei Eco-
nomic and Cultural Office in San Francisco
has operated successfully under the guidance
of the highly respected Director General Victor
C.Y. Tseng.

Victor C.Y. Tseng assumed the position of
Director General of the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Office in San Francisco on July 1,
1998, and quickly became a good friend of the
United States of America, strengthening the
bond that has grown with each passing day.

On February 9, 2002, a farewell reception
was held in Sacramento honoring Director
General Victor C.Y. Tseng for his dedication,
cooperation and exceptional leadership.

I would like to extend my sincere apprecia-
tion for the years of outstanding effort as the
Director General of the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Office in San Francisco and offer my
best wishes and good luck to Victor C.Y.
Tseng on assuming the position of Represent-
ative of the Taipei Mission in Sweden.
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