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other ‘“‘incentives’ for prescribing or switch-
ing patients to the designated medication.

Doctors, pharmacy benefit managers and
others who please the companies can be
hired as do-little ‘‘consultants’ to the manu-
facturers, sometimes for outrageously high
pay.

The new standards aren’t, in themselves,
laws. Companies that don’t follow them,
however, fact investigation under federal
fraud and kickback statutes, a Health and
Human Services official warned. A voluntary
code of conduct adopted last spring by the
industry apparently didn’t go far enough.

Prescription costs are rising steadily. No
reasonable person would deny the industry a
fair profit. But some of the practices re-
vealed by Health and Human Services are
shifty, deceptive and just plain unethical.
We’re glad to see the feds trying to put a
stop to what amounts to bribery of medical
decision-makers.

————
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OF COLORADO
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Wednesday, October 9, 2002

Mr. SCHAFFER Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Don Ament, the Colorado Agri-
culture Commissioner and Mr. Basil Stieb of
lliff, Colorado. Recently, both men appeared
on NBC Nightly News to educate Americans
about the tremendous devastation left by the
drought in our State.

During his tenure as the Colorado Ag Com-
missioner, Don Ament has worked tirelessly to
promote the issues that matter to rural Colo-
rado. He used his appearance on NBC Nightly
News to skillfully articulate the problems and
possible solutions Colorado and other States
plagued by drought face. | thank him for his
efforts to promote drought awareness.

Mr. Basil Stieb is a Colorado farmer who
faces our State’s severe drought every day.
He eloquently told his story to the American
people on NBC, and provided a realistic pic-
ture of the sacrifices farming and ranching
families across our nation are making due to
the drought. | thank him for his dedication to
agriculture and his desire to educate others.

Residents of Colorado’s Fourth Congres-
sional District, Don Ament and Basil Stieb are
truly great Americans. | ask the House to join
me in thanking them for their hard work and
commitment to solving the problems caused
by the drought in Colorado.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DR. BURTIS
NUTTING

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 9, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct
privilege to pay tribute to Dr. Burtis “Doc” Nut-
ting of Glenwood Springs, Colorado before
this body of Congress and this nation. Dr. Nut-
ting has recently turned 100 years old and, as
he and his family celebrate this momentous
occasion, | would like to recognize him for his
fascinating career and the incredible contribu-
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tions he has made to the community of Glen-
wood Springs.

Dr. Nutting was born in Delta, Colorado on
September 15, 1902. He studied pre-med at
Western State College in Gunnison and then
graduated from the University of Colorado
Medical School in 1929. Dr. Nutting moved to
Glenwood Springs after he caught word that
the local doctor in the city had passed away
and the community needed a new physician.

Dr. Nutting had a vigorous work ethic
throughout his career, working seven days a
week and constantly on call throughout the
evenings, determined to be available to all his
patients. He also maintained personal friend-
ships with his patients and he ran his office
accordingly. He made certain that all patients
in need received the best medical care avail-
able and nobody was turned away, regardless
of their financial situation. On many occasions,
Dr. Nutting accepted payments made with
chickens, farm animals, and vegetables from
patients who had no other means of com-
pensation.

Among Dr. Nutting’s most noted accom-
plishments were his contributions in the fund-
raising and construction of a larger, more
modern hospital for the City of Glenwood
Springs. The hospital was completed in 1955,
providing the city with up-to-date facilities and
more room to accommodate the city’s growing
population. Due to the hands-on way in which
he did his job and the endless, heartfelt con-
cern for his patients, Dr. Nutting became
somewhat of a celebrity over the years. His
age and his years of dedication and service to
the City of Glenwood Springs have made him
into an icon of community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is a distinct honor to recog-
nize Dr. Burtis Nutting before this body of
Congress and this nation in commemoration of
his 100th birthday. Dr. Nutting and his family
can be proud of his achievements and the
years of irreplaceable service he has given to
the City of Glenwood Springs. | hope his years
ahead will be as rewarding and endearing as
the one hundred he has been blessed with
thus far. Congratulations, Doc!

TRIBUTE TO LYNDAL WHITWORTH

HON. WES WATKINS

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 9, 2002

Mr. WATKINS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor my district director, Lyndal
Whitworth. On October 20, 2002, Lyndal will
retire from Federal service. Lyndal has been a
friend and partner in my efforts to help bring
jobs and economic opportunities to the Third
Congressional district, and he will be greatly
missed by all who have known him and
worked with him.

| first met Lyndal in the Spring of 1966 when
| was the high school and college relations di-
rector for Oklahoma State University. | was in
Lamont, Oklahoma, for a Future Farmers of
America Banquet at Lamont High School,
where Lyndal was a junior. Lyndal was a top
student, and a fellow FFA officer, so | re-
cruited him to attend OSU, my alma mater.
Lyndal went on the OSU, where he earned a
degree in agriculture and served in the student
government.

In the Spring of 1978, during my freshman
term in the House, | had an opening in my
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Washington office for a legislative assistant for
agriculture. Lyndal was working on the Agri-
culture Department communications staff at
OSU, and | immediately thought of him for the
position. Unfortunately, for me Lyndal declined
the offer for family reasons—he had a preg-
nant wife and young son, so the timing was
not right for him to move to Washington.

Later that year, however, | had another job
opening—this one in my Ada, Oklahoma, dis-
trict office. So, | contacted Lyndal again to ask
him to join my district staff, and this time he
accepted.

Lyndal Whitworth and | share a dedication
to rural Oklahoma and a commitment to work-
ing as hard as it takes and for as long as
needed to get the job done. Keeping up with
me is no easy task, and Lyndal's positive atti-
tude and dedication to me and my mission
made him a perfect fit as my district director.
Lyndal frequently joined me in putting in 14,
16 to 18 hours a day, helping on my primary
mission to improve the economic conditions of
the Third District of Oklahoma, historically the
most economically distressed area of the
State.

Lyndal's efforts in the district assisted my
legislative efforts in Washington during my
time in Congress. Just a few of the many
projects for which Lyndal provided valuable
assistance include Winding Stair National
Recreation Area, McGee Creek Reservoir,
Wes Watkins Reservoir; the USDA Agriculture
Research Station in Lane, the OSU Center for
International Trade Development, numerous
highway and rural water projects, and count-
less local economic development and busi-
ness recruitment projects. Our efforts have
been very successful. The Third district has
made great strides, and today is transforming
from a depressed welfare area to an active
economic growth area.

| have served in the House for a total of 20
years, from 1977 to 1991 and from 1997 to
the present. Lyndal Whitworth has served on
my staff for sixteen of those twenty years. He
served his nation in the U.S. Army, worked for
the United States Senate, and served as a ci-
vilian employee for the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. | ask that the House join me in
thanking Lyndal Whitworth for his many years
of faithful public service and for a job well
done.

HONORING TRAVIS L. BROWN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 9, 2002

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
along with my colleagues and the Congres-
sional Fire Services Institute to honor a fallen
hero Travis L. Brown, on June 6th, 2001, Mr.
Brown made the ultimate sacrifice in service
for the Dearborn Fire Department and sur-
rounding communities.

Mr. Brown had a soft spot for helping peo-
ple, which was evident in his career as a
nurse and volunteer firefighter. During his me-
morial service more than two hundred fire-
fighters, EMT personnel and members of po-
lice departments from Kansas and Missouri
came in support of a fallen brother. Many kind
words were shared at Mr. Brown’s memorial,
one colleague best described him as “...just a
great guy, a very caring man.”
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Mr. Brown’s contributions will be missed
dearly, as he is an irreplaceable member of
the community. Mr. Brown was just doing his
job as thousands of volunteer firefighters do
everyday, sacrificing his life for the overall
benefit of the community. It is he and the
thousands in his field that we thank and ap-
preciate tremendously.

Travis L. Brown leaves behind a wife
Tammy and five children Amanda, Alissa,
April, Roth, and James who will all truly miss
this fallen hero. Our condolences go out to
their family as we again remember his dedica-
tion to his community and his family.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
recognizing a true American hero, Travis L.
Brown.

TRIBUTE TO ANN McKENNIS

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 9, 2002

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute Ann McKennis who later
this month will be retiring from nursing after
more than 41 years of service. Ann is not only
a constituent, but someone | am proud to call
my friend.

During her distinguished career in the nurs-
ing profession, Ann McKennis has worked tire-
lessly to assist her patients and community
with a selfless commitment to professionalism,
excellence, and compassion. She has also
made it here goal to advance nursing care for
the both the caregiver and patient, alike. Most
importantly, what makes Ann a great nurse
and special person is that she believes that
the role of a nurse is not only devoting hours
on the job to the care of patients, but a life-
time role through which she can work to im-
prove the lives of all of those she comes into
contact.

Since moving to Texas in 1985, Ann has
served as a surgical staff nurse in the Oto-
laryngology Operating Room of The Methodist
Hospital in Houston, Texas. During this time
Ann McKennis has not only excelled within the
medical environment—demonstrating an un-
wavering commitment to her patients and co-
workers—but also has worked to advance the
nursing profession and improve the level of
nursing care throughout our state, nation and
around the world. She was recently elected to
the Nominating Committee of the National So-
ciety of Otorhinolaryngology and Head Neck
Nurses (SOHN) and currently serves as the
Chairman of its Government Relations Com-
mittee. Additionally, Ann is a member of the
American Nurses Association, as well as of
the Ear Nose and Throat (ENT) Interest Group
at the Royal College of Nursing in Great Brit-
ain, the International  Association  of
Laryngectomies and the Harper Hospital
Alumni Association in Detroit, Michigan.

In Texas, Ann is a member of the Texas
Nurses Association and Texas Council of Op-
erating Room Nurses (TCORN); has served
three terms as President of the Greater Hous-
ton Chapter of SOHN, as well as spending
four two-years terms as Chairman of its Legis-
lative Committee; and has served as President
of the North Harris County Chapter of the As-
sociation of Operating Room Nurses (AORN),
where she also served on three of its commit-
tees—Legislative, Research, and Policy.
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Ann has also been highly honored her for
her contributions to the field of nursing. She
was awarded the 2001 Brown Foundation
Award for Outstanding Nursing Service for her
many years of excellence in service to nurs-
ing, the 2001 AORN Outstanding Achievement
Award for Perioperative Patient Education, the
Texas Nurses Association’s Outstanding
Nurse in the Houston Area for 1993, the
SOHN Honor Awards in 1993, 1997, and
1999, and has consistently been recognized
as a Who's Who in American Nursing.

However, Ann’s talents go beyond nursing.
She has received numerous awards for her
writing, including first prize at both the 1993
and 1995 SOHN Literary Awards. She has
served on the Editorial Boards of several pro-
fessional nursing journals including AORN
Journal, ORL-Head & Neck Nursing, and
Nursing Avenues and has published more
than twenty-six pieces on nursing technical
practice, ethics and care.

Ann continually works in the community per-
forming a variety of tasks to encourage people
both young and old the importance of health
care in lives—and most notably, working to
discourage the use tobacco products. Among
her many activities, she has worked annually
at the Houston Rodeo to promote the
“Through With Chew” program to diminish the
use of smokeless tobacco products and
serves as a support team with local
laryngectomee patients who have lost their
vocal chords due to throat cancer.

Mr. Speaker, Ann McKennis has spend all
of her career working to selflessly support and
care for others. | therefore urge my colleagues
to join me in wishing Ann McKennis much luck
in all her future ventures and thanking her for
her fine contribution to nursing for more than
forty years. However, | am certain her support
and compassion are sure to continue long
after she retires.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ERIC SIMONS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 9, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
enthusiasm that | recognize Mr. Eric Simons
of Boulder, Colorado for his tremendous cour-
age and optimism in the face of some of life’s
most disheartening circumstances. In 1995,
Mr. Simons was diagnosed with multiple scle-
rosis and initially suffered many disabling con-
sequences. Today, | wish to commend Mr. Si-
mons on his recovery efforts and convey his
inspiring story before this body of Congress.

Mr. Simons has been an avid mountain
climber throughout his life and has reached
the summit of many of the world’s highest
peaks. In 1995, Mr. Simons returned home
after climbing the prestigious Sandstone Cliffs
of Eldorado Canyon when his neck started
getting stiff and his body began to go numb.
Following this initial attack, Mr. Simons also
suffered from organ failure, losing over 40
pounds and much of his previous strength.
Once able to climb some of the most rigorous
and technical mountains in the world, Mr. Si-
mons found himself unable to climb out of
bed.

Undaunted by his deteriorating health, Mr.
Simons began to set goals for himself, and re-
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mained committed to regaining his strength
and energy. First, he began to try simply sit-
ting up and then slowly began attempting to
stand. Once on his feet, his next objective was
to make it toward the gazebo in his yard and
watch his kids play. Finally, he began to gain
enough strength to walk around the neighbor-
hood, first with the aid of his son and then fi-
nally on his own.

Today, Mr. Simons has regained his
strength and has summited many of the
world’s most technical mountains, including
Mt. Rainier (14,441 feet elevation), Mexico's
Pico de Orizaba (18,401 feet elevation), and
Mt. Kilamanjaro (19,434 feet elevation). He
has also been very open about his condition,
speaking out, hoping to bring awareness of
the disease and to inspire others who are
fighting the same illness. Last summer, Mr. Si-
mons led a group of people living with MS on
an expedition to Mt. Denali and came very
close to summiting the 20,000-foot peak but
were prevented due to high winds, brutal cold
and deep snow. However, the attempt and ac-
complishment it represents is the true summit
of achievement.

Mr. Speaker, it is a distinct privilege to rec-
ognize Eric Simons before the body of Con-
gress and this nation for his outstanding com-
mitment, optimism, and resolve. Mr. Simons
confronted the uncertainties that life presented
him and, through sheer determination, has
transformed them into his greatest achieve-
ment. By meeting this challenge head-on and
making defeat an impossibility, Mr. Simons
has not only resumed his daily lifestyle but
has inspired others with similar difficulties to
stay active and continue to live their lives.

SAME SONG AND DANCE

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 9, 2002

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
wishes to commend to his colleagues an edi-
torial from the October 3, 2002, edition of the
Lincoln Journal-Star entitled, “Don’t Allow
Saddam To Play Games.”

Saddam has provided no one in the inter-
national community with any reason to grant
him concessions on the terms of a new U.N.
weapons inspections regime, and yet the
United Nations continues to acquiesce to
Saddam’s efforts to block a new weapons in-
spection regime from having unfettered access
to possible weapons sites in Irag. Indeed, the
United Nation's actions only further erode the
institution’s credibility. When will the U.N. quit
allowing itself to be duped by Saddam?

DON’T ALLOW SADDAM ToO PLAY GAMES

It’s not surprising that Saddam Hussein
tried to negotiate his way out of surprise in-
spections at his palaces. But it is surprising
how quickly he got his way with United Na-
tions officials.

And it’s even more surprising that U.N. of-
ficials would pat themselves on the back for
an agreement that granted Saddam such an
important concession.

The United States and the rest of the world
cannot afford to allow Saddam to play those
sorts of games—again.

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell
summed it up well. “We will not be satisfied
with Iraqi half-truths or Iraqi compromises,
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