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Nivedita credits her father as her science
hero; “He is always interested in science and
is the one who nurtured my love for science.”
She wants to become a scientist, “because
furthering and researching science makes the
most impact not only on the current genera-
tion, but on future ones as well.”

Mr. Speaker, given the renewed commit-
ment President Bush and Congress have
made to the education of our youth, it is clear
that positive role models are more important
now than ever. Through her commitment to
her education and community Nivedita em-
bodies the socially conscious values we as a
nation applaud in our young people, and she
serves as an excellent example to her fellow
students in Miami-Dade. | know that Miami-
Dade is very lucky to have Nivedita Bhat as
part of our community and | join with the stu-
dents, faculty, and community in congratu-
lating her on this achievement.

TRIBUTE TO MR. RAUL RIES
HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great pleasure that | rise to honor
Mr. Raul Ries, Senior Pastor at Calvary Chap-
el Golden Springs in Diamond Bar, CA. During
the past 30 years of ministry, Pastor Ries has
touched the lives of many. His story is extraor-
dinary; Pastor Ries beat astounding odds and
has since shared his incredible story and love
of God to tens of thousands of people
throughout the United States.

Pastor Ries grew up watching the brutal
abuses of his alcoholic father. As he became
a young man, the behaviors he vehemently
despised as a child became his own. After pe-
riods of violence and many altercations, he
was given the “option” to go to Jail, or to join
the United States Marine Corps. Pastor Ries,
an eighth degree black belt in the martial art
of Kung Fu San Soo, headed towards Vietham
for a special combat role with the Bounty
Hunters, a very aggressive Marine battalion.
He received two Purple Hearts for his acts of
valor in combat, but after witnessing the
deaths of his close friends and fellow Marines,
his anger towards the world turned into fury.

A few years after his discharge from the
Marine Corps, Pastor Ries hit rock bottom. Al-
though he owned a successful Martial Arts
studio and was married with several children,
his anger reigned supreme. He came home
one evening to find his wife’'s bags packed;
after enduring four years of abuse, she was
leaving. Pastor Ries loaded a gun and waited
for his family to arrive, intending to put an end
to their lives. It was then that he turned on the
television to see Pastor Chuck Smith talking
about the love of Christ. He fell to his knees
and prayed, knowing this was the only way his
life could change. At this point, the multitude
of anger and hate he felt disappeared, and
Pastor Ries found peace.

Now, thirty years later, Pastor Ries over-
sees a congregation of over 12,000 people.
He is heard daily on the thirty minute syn-
dicated radio program, Somebody Loves You.
His Somebody Loves You Ministries reach out
to people of all ages, but special emphasis are
placed on reaching inner-city youth, gang

members, and troubled teens. He also serves
as an evangelist for the Somebody Loves You
Crusades, events that combine non-traditional
Christian music with a straightforward gospel
message telling all about the love of Jesus
Christ.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the House please
join me in honoring and commending Pastor
Raul Ries for his 30 years of ministry, as he
has exhibited selflessness, service, and devo-
tion to the community, so others may experi-
ence the great things God has done.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BOB RILEY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably
detained for rollcall No. 442, Thrift Savings
Plan Catch-Up Contributions; Merit Systems
Protection Board Reauthorization; Office of
Special Counsel Reauthorization. Had | been
present | would have voted “yea.”

| was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 443, Sudan Peace Act. Had | been
present | would have voted “yea.”

| was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 444, Transatlantic Security and NATO En-
hancement Resolution. Had | been present |
would have voted “yea.”

———

AMENDING INTERNAL REVENUE
CODE OF 1986 BASED ON 2000 CEN-
SUS DATA

SPEECH OF

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 7, 2002

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of expanding the areas of Re-
newal Communities, RC, based on the most
recent census information. This is an issue of
great importance to Western New York, since
Rochester, Buffalo, and Niagara Falls are
each designated as Renewal Communities.
The RC Initiative combines tax credits and
other provisions designed to revive some of
the nation’s more impoverished, distressed
areas. These cities can take advantage of fed-
eral wage credits, tax deductions, capital gains
exclusions, and bond financing to stimulate
economic development and job growth. Each
incentive is tailored to meet the particular
needs of a business and offers a significant in-
ducement for companies to locate and hire ad-
ditional workers.

Rochester needs these incentives to expand
jobs and promote business investment in our
downtown area. The statistics from my district
paint the bleak picture. In the past year, we
lost 12,400 jobs, including 300 from Global
Crossing; the jobless rate is at an 18-year
high; and in the last decade, 41 percent of
Rochester citizens between the ages of 20 to
34 have left town.

| am a cosponsor of H.R. 3100, which would
allow the areas designated as renewal com-
munities to be updated based on 2000 census
data, instead of 1990 census data. Due to a
loss of population in the 1990s, my area would
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greatly benefit from this change. According to
Fannie Mae, this technical change would allow
14 more census tracts to qualify in Rochester,
16 more tracts in Buffalo-Lackawanna, and
seven additional census tracts in Niagara
Falls.

Now that the House of Representatives has
passed this legislation, | urge the Senate to
quickly add its voice of approval before we ad-
journ for the year.

———

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
UKRANIAN NATIONAL INFORMA-
TION SERVICE (UNIS)

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the Ukrainian National Information
Service (UNIS) on its 25th anniversary. In
1977, the Ukrainian National Information Serv-
ice, the Washington bureau of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America, was estab-
lished so that the Ukrainian American commu-
nity’s voice could be heard within the Wash-
ington establishment.

For a quarter of a century, UNIS has been
representing the concerns of the Ukrainian
community and has achieved many suc-
cesses. During the time of UNIS’ operation,
the world has changed dramatically—the cold
war came to an end, the Soviet Union disinte-
grated, and Ukraine regained its independ-
ence. UNIS made a significant contribution to
those causes, as evident by constantly inform-
ing the American society about the plight of
Ukrainians.

Representing the concerns of the Ukrainian
American community, UNIS focuses its atten-
tion on the historical truth about Ukraine. One
particularly sensitive issue is the 1932-1933
Famine-Genocide in Ukraine. While actively
working to raise awareness of the evil that
transpired in Ukraine nearly 70 years ago,
UNIS is diligently pursuing efforts to allocate a
plot of land in Washington, DC, on which the
Ukrainian American community may erect a
monument to the victims of this crime against
humanity. | am proud to be an original co-
sponsor of this bill.

In addition to promoting issues of concern,
UNIS has created structures that help it work
more effectively. An example of this occurred
in 1997 when UNIS was instrumental in the
creation of the Congressional Ukrainian Cau-
cus—of which | am proud to be a member.
The Congressional Ukrainian Caucus is a
group of Members of Congress who take an
interest in Ukraine and cooperate to promote
better relations between Ukraine and the
United States.

| am confident our cooperation with UNIS
will continue in the future, and | congratulate
UNIS on its silver anniversary.

———

MT. DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to invite my colleagues
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to join me in congratulating Mt. Diablo Audu-
bon Society as it celebrates its 50th anniver-
sary.

Founded in 1953, Mt. Diablo Audubon Soci-
ety (MDAS) has an impressive record of envi-
ronmental achievements in Contra Costa
County, including the following:

Involved extensively in the protection and
recovery of McNabney Marsh in Martinez. For-
merly Shell Marsh, this area was saved as
part of a settlement over an oil spill years ago.
It is named after Mt. Diablo Audubon Society’s
well-known and respected former vice-presi-
dent of conservation, the late Al McNabney.

Worked with the East Bay Regional Park
District on the establishment and development
of Waterbird Park in Martinez.

Led fifty-four yearly field trips for MDAS
members and the public.

Supported the Muir Heritage Land Trust
which has initiated a bold plan to link together
many of our open space areas.

Partnered with a local flood control district to
restore and protect a 22-acre saline marsh in
Antioch, the Julia Cox Freeman Marsh.

Provided Audubon Adventures to over 90
classrooms (3,000 students) throughout
Contra Costa County. Since 1984 Audubon
Adventures has provided basic, scientifically-
accurate facts about birds and wildlife and
their habitats.

Partnered with Native Bird Connections and
Wild Birds Unlimited to develop a life science
course of study for freshman and sophomore
high school students. Currently two high
schools are participating in this program.

Supported the expansion of the California
Bluebird Recovery Program and the place-
ment of hundreds of bluebird houses in Cali-
fornia.

Participated in many events and festivals in
Contra Costa County and northern California
to help educate the public about birds and the
habitat they require.

Initiated the Contra Costa County Breeding
Bird Atlas. This Atlas (a major five-year project
underwritten by MDAS) will be an important
tool in the battle to preserve open space and
breeding habitats for birds.

Conducted slides shows and nature presen-
tations to many schools and other groups
throughout Contra Costa County.

Closely involved in the development of the
Delta Science Center.

Participated in fifty Christmas Bird Counts.

| know | speak for all Members of Congress
when | congratulate Mt. Diablo Audubon Soci-
ety on its 50th anniversary and wish its mem-
bers many more years of environmental stew-
ardship.

——————

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE PATSY T. MINK,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM
THE STATE OF HAWAII

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, October 1, 2001
Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, during my
days in grade school, the full participation of

women in school athletics was not only dis-
couraged, but also frowned upon. That all
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changed in 1972 when one woman challenged
the system, changed the rules and inspired
and empowered a new generation of young
women. That woman is PATSY MINK.

| offer my deepest condolences to PATSY
MINK’s family. | know that they will miss her,
as will all of us in Congress who were fortu-
nate enough to know her, not only as a col-
league, but also as a leader, mentor and
friend.

PATSY MINK was a pioneer—she opened so
many doors for a generation of women and for
our daughters. She was the driving force be-
hind Title IX, which mandated gender equality
in education.

Without this landmark piece of legislation,
our daughters, granddaughters, nieces and
young women everywhere would not have the
opportunity to excel and display their talents in
the classrooms and the playing fields across
this nation.

Without PATSY’s unwavering efforts to imple-
ment this law, Title 1X would have been the
great idea that never came to be.

| am honored to have served with Con-
gresswoman MINK on the House Education
and the Workforce Committee and feel privi-
leged to have worked closely with her on the
Subcommittee on 21st Century Competitive-
ness. | know firsthand her intense drive, dedi-
cation and devotion to her home State and her
constituency.

As the first Asian woman elected to Con-
gress, she displayed unparalleled determina-
tion in fighting for human rights, civil rights and
the rights of minority groups everywhere. We
must now be vigilant and continue the crucial
work that Congresswoman MINK undertook on
behalf of people everywhere who felt they had
no voice.

Women, people of color and individuals
throughout this nation owe a debt of gratitude
to PATSY MINK and her trailblazing efforts. Her
legacy of equality and integrity will live on not
only in the halls of Congress, but on the play-
ing fields and in the classrooms across this
nation.

HONORING MARILYN A. NGUYEN

HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Marilyn A. Nguyen of Bourbonnais, llli-
nois. Marilyn was one of over 85,000 sec-
ondary school students who participated in a
contest through the Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States and its Ladies Auxiliary
(VFW). Each year the VFW conducts a Voice
of Democracy audio/essay competition de-
signed to give high school students the oppor-
tunity to voice their opinion on their responsi-
bility to our county. The contest theme was
“Reaching Out to America’s Future”. Marilyn
A. Nguyen was chosen as the 2002 Voice of
Democracy broadcast scriptwriting winner this
year. Following is Marilyn’s winning script.

The harmony of an industrious city is dis-
rupted by a deafeningly explosive crash.
There is confusion. There are wailing sirens.
In another city, the same confusion spreads
like wildfire. Lives are forever changed as
events unfold and buildings collapse. The
horror is almost too much to bear. On Sep-
tember 11th, 2001, the gruesome hand of ter-
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rorism attempted to reach out and grasp
America’s future. Fortunately, its grip was
too slippery to conquer the heart and soul
that is the United States of America.

Over two centuries ago the founding fa-
thers of this country left England envi-
sioning better lives for themselves and their
posterity. They reached out mentally and
physically to find America’s future full of
promise and patriotism. As this country con-
tinues to blossom and mature we must ac-
cept the task of reaching out to America’s
future no matter the cost or hardship.

America is a union for all nationalities. It
reaches out to immigrants of all lands. My
parents were among these immigrants. As
their daughter I especially feel a unique bond
to America. I feel that it is my duty to reach
out to America’s future with my own ac-
tions.

But, what does it mean to reach out to
America’s future? Already, it may seem to
some that our future is uncertain because of
the terrorist attacks. But, these tragedies
only remind us that the time to reach out to
America’s future is now. We need to rise to
the challenge as we have never done before
to stand firm as a nation and as human
beings to reach forward into the future.

The task at hand is not an easy one.
Reaching out to America’s future must begin
with the individual who believes that Amer-
ica’s future is not an abstract idea: it is com-
prised of neighbors, friends, mothers and fa-
thers, brothers and sisters and especially in-
dividuals. America’s future depends on what
happens today in the lives of ordinary Amer-
icans living ordinary lives. It calls for the
erasure of color, race and religion. It begins
when one person extends respect and accept-
ance to another person regardless of their
background.

Reaching out to America’s future as a
teenager is not much different from extend-
ing a hand as an adult. As a teen, perhaps it
may be a difficult step but one which lays
the foundations for adulthood. At a time
when personal opinions are being formed, it
can be easy to declare ‘‘it’s not my job” to
reach out but that is where we are wrong. I
am the future of America. It starts with me.
I am the voice of influence over my friends
and the younger members of my community.
Using that influence to promote under-
standing and cooperation among my peers,
family, and community are what I, as a teen
individual, can do to reach out to America’s
future.

It is important to begin with our everyday
routines because this is where the impact
will be most felt. I must encourage others to
talk with friends and family about what it
means to be a contribution to America’s fu-
ture. Teach younger children in middle
school, neighbors, or even peers in high
school that it is wrong to hate and discrimi-
nate. I have a responsibility to open my
mind to the differences that make us unique
and vital components of the future instead of
searching for ways to divide. The example I
put forth into the world should be one of love
and acceptance.

The teenager’s job in reaching out to
America’s future lies in the education of
himself and his surroundings. His call to help
build America’s future is still strong. This
nation has no future without the work of
those who believe in its potential for good-
ness.

Reaching out to America’s future can seem
like a far away goal. But, in reality, the fu-
ture is at our fingertips. We as people of this
majestic empire must adopt the task set be-
fore us over two hundred years ago. Reach-
ing out to the future begins with the person
who hears these words. It is he who must
first take action. The perfect example of
reaching out to America’s future is the Stat-
ue of Liberty in New York Harbor. She is the
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