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THE FARC

HON. BOB BARR

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, as we
are aware, one of the Colombian terrorist or-
ganizations, the FARC, recently stated that
U.S. citizens and friends of U.S. citizens would
be killed. The FARC has already kidnapped
77 American citizens and murdered 12 in the
past decade. This has taken place virtually
without notice in the United States. In the first
action to make good on that threat against
American citizens and their friends, a young,
dynamic Colombian woman, Eugenia Delgado
Sanchez, was brutally assassinated as she
was opening the door to her home in the town
of Salento, Colombia at 1:30 a.m. on August
24. This defenseless woman went down in a
hail of gunfire, receiving six shots to the back
from two vile and cowardly terrorists wearing
ski masks. | want to ensure that what she did
and the purpose for which she made the ulti-
mate sacrifice, is never forgotten. Her name
now joins the names of over 40,000 innocent
Colombians who have been killed in the grow-
ing narco-violence we witness today.

Ms. Delgado Sanchez was fully engaged in
the effort against narcotics. She had reasons,
one very personal—the narcos had killed her
parents when she was 6 years old—but her
greatest concern was for the young children
who are offered drugs and addicted before
they can even understand the danger that
drugs present. She had worked with the Co-
lombian anti-narcotics police and had become
a trusted asset to that organization.

She undertook very dangerous assignments
based on her deep convictions and concerns
for people. She spent some time penetrating
narcotics operations in the Jackson Heights
area of New York City, where she saw dealers
giving drugs for free to elementary school
kids, just to get them addicted. She was pas-
sionate about protecting those children. Her
efforts and information have resulted in nu-
merous convictions.

Many in this House, and congressional staff
members, remember meeting with Eugenia
during delegation trips to Colombia or in the
United States in the company of General
Rosso Jose Serrano, the heroic former Direc-
tor of the Colombian National Police. In April
of this year she attended the USCINCPAC
Change of Command for Admiral Dennis Blair,
and she was going to marry a classmate of
Admiral Blair's in October at the U.S. Naval
Academy chapel in Annapolis, MD.

Eugenia had been a model and actress,
who was at ease with the rich and famous, but
never lost sight of the common touch and the
less fortunate. Protecting children, poor people
and animals were her passion.

After the devastating earthquake in January
1999, centered near the city of Armenia near
where she grew up, she organized relief ef-
forts for the children and the poor to bring
them clothing and food. She managed to get
the first relief in and on the ground, even be-
fore the Colombian government or private or-
ganizations could get in motion. After pro-
viding earthquake assistance, she returned to
live in the town of Salento, Quindio where she
had grown up as a child.

During her childhood, Salento was a tranquil
town at the foot of the mountains devoted pri-
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marily to cattle farming with the slow, peaceful
pace of life that accompanied agricultural pur-
suits. As she spent more time in her home-
town, she was alarmed by the changes in life
because of the drug trade. The mountains
were no longer safe. The FARC, to ensure
that they had safe lines of communication to
bring drugs out and weapons and ammunition
in, focused on attacking these rural towns.
One night she called her U.S. fiancé and gave
him a minute-by-minute account of an ongoing
FARC attack on her town. The FARC were
going house-by-house looking for people who
were ‘“‘cooperating” with either the Colombian
or U.S. governments. That night the FARC got
to within two houses of where she lived before
the Colombian National Police beat them back
in a counterattack.

Eugenia cheered when President Bush
made his announcement of the “War on Ter-
rorism,” and asked her U.S. fiancé if he
thought the United States would assist Colom-
bia with its terrorism problems, particularly
since the FARC had kidnapped and executed
U.S. citizens with no U.S. military response.
She felt the new United States Administration
under President Bush would be very serious
about protecting U.S. citizens, and citizens of
other countries, against terrorists. Obviously
there were laws that needed to be enacted or
changed to permit the United States to provide
more direct assistance against terrorists. She
said she hoped these changes would happen
fast, since information she possessed con-
cerning the FARC, indicated they were mass-
ing strength in the mountains near Salento.

Eugenia, by virtue of her training, always
kept her eyes and mind open and her mouth
shut while living in Salento. In this manner,
she was able to see, hear and observe what
was going on, and then pass it along to U.S.
sources in Bogota, without fear of telephone
interception. Eugenia started accumulating a
tremendous amount of information concerning
how the FARC guerrillas were operating,
along with identifying key FARC supporters in
the village. She was able to unravel how they
were able to obtain provisions, and transpor-
tation, how they moved kidnap victims, and
how they organized weapons and ammunition
stashes.

This information was always passed on in
general terms to visiting U.S. delegations and
others in the U.S. government. Eugenia al-
ways made herself available to provide brief-
ings to U.S. personnel and for many she be-
came “the face of Colombia.”

Increasingly a race against time developed.
Eugenia accumulated information on FARC
and narcotics activities, while waiting for U.S.
laws and regulations to change so this infor-
mation would be useful and actionable. The
FARC then sent word it wanted to meet with
Eugenia. When her fiancé tried to pressure
her to leave Salento, Eugenia said that she
would but she wanted to get all the details on
the location of safe houses the FARC used to
transport kidnap victims. She told him, “Imag-
ine what it is like to be kept blindfolded and
placed in cages under the ground. God would
not forgive us if we had the opportunity to help
these people and we turned our backs be-
cause we were cowards. Remember, they kid-
nap both U.S. and Colombians; the next kid-
napped person might be you.”

In an e-mail sent to her fiance on February
6, 2002, she laid things out in chilling detail:

On the other hand I want to tell you that
have thought a lot about you due to the
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things that are going on in my country. I
don’t know what will happen. I am very wor-
ried because I think that about 90% of the
population of this town is guerrilla and our
president (Andres Pastrana) is not doing
anything.

Say hello to President Bush and ask him
to help us . . . the reality is that we will die
at the hands of the guerrillas and no one will
say anything.

OK, I love you and if I have to die for you
or your country, I will—I love you.

When she was gunned down by terrorists
on August 24, she had less than 48 hours re-
maining before she would have permanently
departed Salento, to be safe and alive in Bo-
gota. Obviously, the terrorists feared the infor-
mation they thought she would provide, not re-
alizing it was already too late.

The terrorists who killed Eugenia should re-
member the words of President Bush to the
recovery crews after the terrorist attack on the
World Trade Center. . . . “soon the people
who did this will hear from all of us.”

Today, from the U.S. Congress | am proud
to pay tribute to the tremendous strength,
valor, and nobility of Eugenia and her efforts
on behalf of the United States and Colombia.
She served as a tremendous inspiration, and
demonstrated what an amazing difference one
single, dedicated person can make in the lives
of so many people. | am sorry more of my col-
leagues did not have the opportunity to know
her; you would be as proud of her life and leg-
acy as | am.

———

HONORING NIVEDITA BHAT—FI-
NALIST IN DISCOVERY CHANNEL
YOUNG SCIENTIST CHALLENGE
NATIONAL COMPETITION

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, today |
commend a young woman from my District,
Nivedita Bhat. At only 14 years old, Nivedita
has risen to the highest level of scientific aca-
demic achievement for middle-school stu-
dents.

Nivedita Bhat is one of only 40 students se-
lected from 400 semifinalists from grades 5-8
throughout the United States to compete in
the nation’s premier science contest: The Dis-
covery Channel Young Scientist Challenge na-
tional competition. She has shown excellence
as one of America's top middle-school stu-
dents in demonstrating leadership, team work
and problem solving skills. As one of the final-
ists, Nivedita Bhat will join her fellow academic
achievers on a trip to the nation’s capital to
compete for a scholarship and the title of
“America’s Top Young Scientist of the year.”

Nivedita's winning project, entitled Toxins
and Environmental Justice. Are We at Risk?,
is a testimony to this young woman'’s impres-
sive ability. Most compelling, is the attention
she has brought to environmental injustice oc-
curring in Miami-Dade County. Using a high-
level technological tool that assembles and
displays information relative to spatial loca-
tions, Nivedita showed several public schools
were within a one-mile radius of a Toxic Re-
lease Inventory facility and face potential
health risks. Nivedita also concluded that low-
income populations were more likely to live
near these facilities.
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Nivedita credits her father as her science
hero; “He is always interested in science and
is the one who nurtured my love for science.”
She wants to become a scientist, “because
furthering and researching science makes the
most impact not only on the current genera-
tion, but on future ones as well.”

Mr. Speaker, given the renewed commit-
ment President Bush and Congress have
made to the education of our youth, it is clear
that positive role models are more important
now than ever. Through her commitment to
her education and community Nivedita em-
bodies the socially conscious values we as a
nation applaud in our young people, and she
serves as an excellent example to her fellow
students in Miami-Dade. | know that Miami-
Dade is very lucky to have Nivedita Bhat as
part of our community and | join with the stu-
dents, faculty, and community in congratu-
lating her on this achievement.

TRIBUTE TO MR. RAUL RIES
HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great pleasure that | rise to honor
Mr. Raul Ries, Senior Pastor at Calvary Chap-
el Golden Springs in Diamond Bar, CA. During
the past 30 years of ministry, Pastor Ries has
touched the lives of many. His story is extraor-
dinary; Pastor Ries beat astounding odds and
has since shared his incredible story and love
of God to tens of thousands of people
throughout the United States.

Pastor Ries grew up watching the brutal
abuses of his alcoholic father. As he became
a young man, the behaviors he vehemently
despised as a child became his own. After pe-
riods of violence and many altercations, he
was given the “option” to go to Jail, or to join
the United States Marine Corps. Pastor Ries,
an eighth degree black belt in the martial art
of Kung Fu San Soo, headed towards Vietham
for a special combat role with the Bounty
Hunters, a very aggressive Marine battalion.
He received two Purple Hearts for his acts of
valor in combat, but after witnessing the
deaths of his close friends and fellow Marines,
his anger towards the world turned into fury.

A few years after his discharge from the
Marine Corps, Pastor Ries hit rock bottom. Al-
though he owned a successful Martial Arts
studio and was married with several children,
his anger reigned supreme. He came home
one evening to find his wife’'s bags packed;
after enduring four years of abuse, she was
leaving. Pastor Ries loaded a gun and waited
for his family to arrive, intending to put an end
to their lives. It was then that he turned on the
television to see Pastor Chuck Smith talking
about the love of Christ. He fell to his knees
and prayed, knowing this was the only way his
life could change. At this point, the multitude
of anger and hate he felt disappeared, and
Pastor Ries found peace.

Now, thirty years later, Pastor Ries over-
sees a congregation of over 12,000 people.
He is heard daily on the thirty minute syn-
dicated radio program, Somebody Loves You.
His Somebody Loves You Ministries reach out
to people of all ages, but special emphasis are
placed on reaching inner-city youth, gang

members, and troubled teens. He also serves
as an evangelist for the Somebody Loves You
Crusades, events that combine non-traditional
Christian music with a straightforward gospel
message telling all about the love of Jesus
Christ.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the House please
join me in honoring and commending Pastor
Raul Ries for his 30 years of ministry, as he
has exhibited selflessness, service, and devo-
tion to the community, so others may experi-
ence the great things God has done.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BOB RILEY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably
detained for rollcall No. 442, Thrift Savings
Plan Catch-Up Contributions; Merit Systems
Protection Board Reauthorization; Office of
Special Counsel Reauthorization. Had | been
present | would have voted “yea.”

| was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 443, Sudan Peace Act. Had | been
present | would have voted “yea.”

| was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 444, Transatlantic Security and NATO En-
hancement Resolution. Had | been present |
would have voted “yea.”

———

AMENDING INTERNAL REVENUE
CODE OF 1986 BASED ON 2000 CEN-
SUS DATA

SPEECH OF

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 7, 2002

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of expanding the areas of Re-
newal Communities, RC, based on the most
recent census information. This is an issue of
great importance to Western New York, since
Rochester, Buffalo, and Niagara Falls are
each designated as Renewal Communities.
The RC Initiative combines tax credits and
other provisions designed to revive some of
the nation’s more impoverished, distressed
areas. These cities can take advantage of fed-
eral wage credits, tax deductions, capital gains
exclusions, and bond financing to stimulate
economic development and job growth. Each
incentive is tailored to meet the particular
needs of a business and offers a significant in-
ducement for companies to locate and hire ad-
ditional workers.

Rochester needs these incentives to expand
jobs and promote business investment in our
downtown area. The statistics from my district
paint the bleak picture. In the past year, we
lost 12,400 jobs, including 300 from Global
Crossing; the jobless rate is at an 18-year
high; and in the last decade, 41 percent of
Rochester citizens between the ages of 20 to
34 have left town.

| am a cosponsor of H.R. 3100, which would
allow the areas designated as renewal com-
munities to be updated based on 2000 census
data, instead of 1990 census data. Due to a
loss of population in the 1990s, my area would
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greatly benefit from this change. According to
Fannie Mae, this technical change would allow
14 more census tracts to qualify in Rochester,
16 more tracts in Buffalo-Lackawanna, and
seven additional census tracts in Niagara
Falls.

Now that the House of Representatives has
passed this legislation, | urge the Senate to
quickly add its voice of approval before we ad-
journ for the year.

———

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
UKRANIAN NATIONAL INFORMA-
TION SERVICE (UNIS)

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the Ukrainian National Information
Service (UNIS) on its 25th anniversary. In
1977, the Ukrainian National Information Serv-
ice, the Washington bureau of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America, was estab-
lished so that the Ukrainian American commu-
nity’s voice could be heard within the Wash-
ington establishment.

For a quarter of a century, UNIS has been
representing the concerns of the Ukrainian
community and has achieved many suc-
cesses. During the time of UNIS’ operation,
the world has changed dramatically—the cold
war came to an end, the Soviet Union disinte-
grated, and Ukraine regained its independ-
ence. UNIS made a significant contribution to
those causes, as evident by constantly inform-
ing the American society about the plight of
Ukrainians.

Representing the concerns of the Ukrainian
American community, UNIS focuses its atten-
tion on the historical truth about Ukraine. One
particularly sensitive issue is the 1932-1933
Famine-Genocide in Ukraine. While actively
working to raise awareness of the evil that
transpired in Ukraine nearly 70 years ago,
UNIS is diligently pursuing efforts to allocate a
plot of land in Washington, DC, on which the
Ukrainian American community may erect a
monument to the victims of this crime against
humanity. | am proud to be an original co-
sponsor of this bill.

In addition to promoting issues of concern,
UNIS has created structures that help it work
more effectively. An example of this occurred
in 1997 when UNIS was instrumental in the
creation of the Congressional Ukrainian Cau-
cus—of which | am proud to be a member.
The Congressional Ukrainian Caucus is a
group of Members of Congress who take an
interest in Ukraine and cooperate to promote
better relations between Ukraine and the
United States.

| am confident our cooperation with UNIS
will continue in the future, and | congratulate
UNIS on its silver anniversary.

———

MT. DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to invite my colleagues




		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-07-16T20:31:22-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




