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HONORING JOHN JENKINS’ 20
YEARS OF SERVICE TO PRINCE
WILLIAM COUNTY, VA

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to pay trib-
ute to John Jenkins, who has dedicated 20
years of his life to Dale City and Prince Wil-
liam County as Neabsco District Supervisor.

John Jenkins began serving on the Prince
William County Board of Supervisors in 1982
as the representative of the Neabsco Magiste-
rial District. He has served two terms as
Chairman of the Northern Virginia Planning
District Commission, two terms as State Presi-
dent of the Virginia Association of Planning
District Commission, and one term as State
President of the Virginia Association of Coun-
ties. Additionally, he has taken on a wide vari-
ety of Board assignments, including but not
limited to the following: member of the Envi-
ronmental Quality Policy Committee, Tele-
communications and Utilities Committee, and
the Northern Virginia Transportation Coordi-
nating Committee.

Beyond the sterling example he sets for his
three children and fourteen grandchildren, Su-
pervisor Jenkins is no stranger to community
service. As a participant in numerous civic or-
ganizations, including the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, American Legion, Disabled American
Veterans, Dale City Civic Association, Board
of Directors Prince William County Boys and
Girls Club, Chamber of Commerce, Dale City
Lions Club, Salvation Army Advisory Board
and numerous other community groups, he
has displayed his commitment to enhancing
quality of life in our communities.

While coming from different sides of the
aisle, John and | shared a healthy and re-
spectful working relationship during my tenure
on the neighboring Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors. We worked together on inter-
county associations such as the Virginia Asso-
ciation of Counties, VACO, to promote the
good of our constituents and our respective
counties.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | wish the very best
to Mr. Jenkins as he is recognized for service
to his community, his county, and the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. Over the past 20 years,
he has earned this evening of recognition, and
I call upon all of my colleagues to join me in
applauding his tenure and the work he will do
in the years to come.

————

TRIBUTE TO BLUE RIBBON
SCHOOLS RECIPIENTS

HON. RANDY “DUKE” CUNNINGHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to rise today to recognize that three
blue ribbon schools in my 51st Congressional
District of California are being honored as Na-
tional Blue Ribbon Schools for 2002. In alpha-
betical order, these schools are:

La Costa Canyon High School, Encinitas,
CA. The principal is Mr. Don Rizzi, and the su-
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perintendent of the San Dieguito Union High
School District is Peggy Lynch.

Madison Middle School, Oceanside, CA.
The principal is Mrs. Theresa Ketchem-Grace,
and the superintendent of the Vista Unified
School District is Dave Cowles.

Valley Middle School, Carlsbad, CA. The
principal is Dr. Kim Marshall, and the super-
intendent of the Carlsbad Unified School Dis-
trict is Cheryl Ernst.

The National Blue Ribbon Schools program
evaluates schools based upon their effective-
ness in meeting local, state and national edu-
cational goals. In 2002, 172 middle and sec-
ondary schools are being recognized as Na-
tional Blue Ribbon Schools, including the three
above in California’s 51st Congressional Dis-
trict, and 30 in the State of California. Blue
Ribbon status is awarded to schools that have
strong leadership, clear vision and mission,
excellent teaching and curriculum, policies and
practices that keep the schools safe for learn-
ing, expanded involvement of families, evi-
dence that the school helps all students
achieve high standards, and a commitment to
share best practices with other schools.

I am immensely proud of the men and
women whose outstanding and tireless work in
the interest of better education has now been
recognized through the National Blue Ribbon
Schools program. This is particularly close to
my heart, because, as a former teacher and
coach, and as a father, one of my passions is
improving education so that every American
can have a fighting chance to achieve the
American Dream.

And while these three schools in my district
have now been recognized as National Blue
Ribbon Schools, the real winners are all of the
children, parents, teachers, and citizens who
have all been challenged through this recogni-
tion to successfully improve education in all of
their local communities.

———

TRIBUTE TO MARK WAYNE
JACKSON

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to extend my deepest condolences
to the family of Sergeant First Class Mark
Wayne Jackson who was killed in a bomb
blast yesterday in Zamboanga, Philippines. He
died while advancing freedom, peace and sta-
bility in the Philippines and his family should
be proud of his service and his work on behalf
of the American people.

Sergeant Jackson, who was part of the 1st
Special Forces Group at Fort Lewis, WA, was
on the front lines of the global war against ter-
rorism. He served as a member of a U.S.
force deployed in support of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, helping to train the Philippine
military to fight the Abu Sayyaf terrorist organi-
zation more effectively. He will be remem-
bered as one of our finest young Americans
and he gave his life so that people throughout
the world could be safer and more secure.

| strongly condemn the cowardly terrorists
who committed this act. The Abu Sayyaf, who
has been blamed for the attack, has been
consistently linked to Osama bin Laden’s al
Qaeda network. They represent a clear threat
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to America and we will continue the global
campaign to uproot the terrorist cells and bring
them to justice. Through the efforts of the cou-
rageous and dedicated men and women in our
Armed Forces, | am confident that we will pre-
vail in this fight.

————

RECOGNITION OF STATE SENATOR
LARRY ROHRBACH

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize State Senator Larry Rohrbach of the
6th senatorial district of Missouri. Senator
Rohrbach has served the Missouri State Leg-
islature for 18 years. He was first elected to
the State House in 1982 and then to the State
Senate in 1990.

Senator Rohrbach has served his constitu-
ents well, representing them as chair of the In-
surance and Housing Committee and Vice
Chair of the Appropriations, Interstate Co-
operation, and Ways and Means Committees
as well as a Member of the Agriculture, Con-
servation and Parks and Tourism Committees.

Senator Rohrbach has always been a
champion of the people. He has continuously
proven himself as the taxpayers’ watchdog
and a fiscal conservative. Too many legisla-
tors gauge their success on the volume of leg-
islation that they have passed; however, Sen-
ator Rohrbach’s most impressive legislative
accomplishments are the numerous pieces of
weak legislation that he has fought to defeat
while serving the people of the 6th Senatorial
District and the great State of Missouri.

Senator Rohrbach has always been a good
friend and partner in the Republican Party. He
has proven himself time and time again as a
leader in the Missouri Legislature and as a
tireless defender of the virtues of his constitu-
ents. In the time that | have known Senator
Rohrbach, he has never sacrificed his prin-
ciples; and in that regard, Senator Rohrbach
has earned my unwavering respect and re-
gard. He is a true patriot.

Mr. Speaker, please help me to recognize a
great friend and an outstanding servant to the
people of Missouri, State Senator Larry Rohr-
bach.

————

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE PATSY T. MINK,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM
THE STATE OF HAWAII

SPEECH OF

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2002

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | am deeply sad-
dened by the recent loss of my beloved col-
league and dear friend, PATSY MINK of Hawaii.
While serving together on the Education and
Workforce Committee, we developed a long-
lasting friendship and mutual admiration for
each other. PATSY’S impact on this institution
and our nation’s history should never be over-
looked or forgotten. Her legacy will remain an
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inspiration for all those who struggle to over-
come social, racial and economic injustice.

PATSY MINK will forever be remembered as
a modem day pioneer of gender and racial
equality in government. Throughout her distin-
guished career, PATSY continually overcame
insurmountable obstacles to achieve success
and acceptance in her professional and polit-
ical career. In Hawaii, she became the first
Asian-American woman to practice law and
the first Asian-American woman to be elected
to the Territorial House before Hawaii became
a state in 1959. While serving in the Territorial
House, she became one of the leading advo-
cates for Hawaii's statehood. In 1964, she had
the honor of becoming the first Asian-Amer-
ican women of Japanese-American heritage to
be elected to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

During her tenure, Congresswoman MINK
became a leading advocate for racial, gender
and social equality. Inspired by her lifelong
challenges, Congresswoman MiINK fought for
women to have equal access to education and
athletic opportunities. Thanks to her leadership
and steadfast commitment, Title IX of the Edu-
cation Amendments of 1972 helped dismantle
gender discrimination in schools across this
country. In order to preserve and protect her
beloved state of Hawaii, Congresswoman
MINK also helped write tough environmental
protection laws safeguarding sacred lands and
fragile waters from over development and ex-
ploitation.

| feel absolutely privileged to have served
with this historic and wonderful woman. De-
spite all the obstacles and challenges, PATSY
MINK was still able to achieve her dreams and
goals. Her perseverance and determination
should continue to be an inspiration for future
generations of Americans. | will forever admire
my friend and colleague for her lifelong com-
mitment and service to her country. Although
it is difficult to say goodbye to my colleague,
I know that her profound contributions and leg-
acy will continue to influence our nation’s fu-
ture.

INTRODUCING LEGISLATION THAT
EXPANDS THE DEFINITION OF
CHARITABLE WORK

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce a bill that would allow certain com-
puter services to be counted as charitable de-
ductions.

Many small non-profit organizations have
not utilized all the technical advances that
computers can bring, because of the cost of
hiring a networking and technology specialist.
My bill would allow computer technologists to
donate their time and deduct that time from
their federal taxes. Some of the services that
would be tax deductible include setting up net-
works, fixing computers, training staff and cre-
ating custom programs. My legislation would
assist small non-profits in becoming more effi-
cient and productive, by utilizing new skills,
software, and hardware.

My bill would also allow computer graphic
specialists to donate their time and knowledge
for the creation of brochures, the design of
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websites, and preparation of printing films.
Once again, non-profits would gain substan-
tially from having computer professional
graphic artists design their education and in-
formation pamphlets.

Non-profit and charitable organizations do
great work in the community, and my bhill
would give them better access to services that
will help them help others.

—————

HONORING JIM WHITTINGTON,
MSGT USAF, RETIRED

HON. RONNIE SHOWS

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share with my colleagues the news that my
good friend, Jim Whittington, of Laurel MS,
has been given the “Excellence in Community
Service” Award by the National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution.

Although he would disagree with me, there
is no individual more deserving of this award
than Jim Whittington. Jim is a leader of a na-
tionwide grassroots movement fighting to re-
store earned health care for military retirees.
While there are many grassroots leaders
across the country who have been working to-
gether in this fight, it was Jim’'s persistence
that led to the introduction of legislation that
was enacted into law and went a long way to-
wards fulfilling America’s commitment to mili-
tary retirees.

In the spring of 1999, Jim, along with his
friend and fellow military retiree Floyd Sears,
of Ocean Springs MS, organized a Military Re-
tirees Summit in Laurel. Over 400 retirees
from the southeastern United States gathered
to explain to local officials, including me, how
the United States government had broken its
promise of lifetime health care for military retir-
ees.

Having recently been elected to Congress, |
had never confronted this issue before. | did
not know about problems with military health
care. Like many other Americans, | believed
that our nation’s veterans received priority
health care. Until | attended the summit in
Laurel, | did not know that military retirees,
who served a career in service to the country,
were not getting the level of health care that
had been promised to them.

Since the founding of our Republic, recruits
to the uniformed services were promised life-
time health care. They were told that health
care would be provided for them and their
families when they retired after a career in
service. And for many years, they received
quality health care when they retired. But over
time, Congress changed the laws. The avail-
ability and quality of health care for many mili-
tary retirees declined. For too many retirees,
health care just wasn't there at all.

Jim Whittington is one of the most tenacious
people | know, and it was his persistence that
got me to agree to attend his summit. What |
learned at that summit convinced me and oth-
ers across the country to join the fight to make
good on the “Broken Promise.” If it wasn't for
Jim Whittington, the Keep Our Promise to
America’s Military Retirees Act would not have
been introduced.

But, thanks to Jim, the bill was introduced in
the fall of 1999, giving the grassroots a plat-
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form on which to stand and challenge Con-
gress to act. In just one year, Congress en-
acted Tricare for Life, which went a long way
towards restoring the promise of lifetime
health care and keeping faith with our nation’s
military retirees.

Tricare for Life—TFL—answered the pray-
ers of thousands of military retirees and their
families. Jim Whittington is one of those who
benefit from TFL. But Jim knows that there are
still thousands more military retirees and de-
pendents who are not covered by TFL and still
lack the level of health care they have earned.
Jim unselfishly continues to be one of the
grassroots leaders fighting to restore the
health care promise for ALL military retirees.

TFL was the first big victory for the military
retirees, but it will not be the last, Today there
is a movement called the MRGRG—The Mili-
tary Retirees Grassroots Group—that has no
formal structure or membership. But there are
thousands of them, connected by the Internet,
who have combined their individual voices into
one. Leaders of the MRGRG, including Jim,
are circulating a “White Paper” throughout
Congress that outlines the remaining promises
waiting to be kept.

Jim Whittington has earned the respect of
Americans across the country who know of his
leadership in the fight to treat military veterans
with the respect they deserve. But Jim is a
humble man and knows he did not do this
alone—far from it. He knows he shares this
award with fellow retirees who cared enough
to act.

But it is always up to somebody to take the
first step. When Jim took that step—to orga-
nize the Laurel summit and convince his Con-
gressman to attend—he did not know where it
would lead. Today we know that Jim and the
others of the MRGRG have set an example
for all Americans. They have shown us that
Democracy works—that Americans who com-
bine their individual voices into one voice, loud
and strong, can change things and restore jus-
tice where it is needed.

So, Mr. Speaker, | am proud to salute my
friend Jim Whittington, who has set an exam-
ple for all of us.

————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF JAMES
HENRY HAIGLER

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 3, 2002

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the service and sacrifice of one of
our Nation’s Fallen Firefighters and one of my
District's hometown heroes, Mr. James Henry
Haigler. Mr. Haigler worked for ten years as a
Driver with the Sanford Fire Department. He
was one of the Sanford community’s unique
group of hometown heroes; the firefighters,
law enforcement officers, and others who keep
our streets safe, protect our families and pos-
sessions from fire, and are the first to respond
to an emergency. Our hometown heroes put
their lives on the line for each of us every day.

On January 19, 2001, the Sanford Fire De-
partment lost one of its own heroes. James
suffered heart failure just two hours after com-
pleting a 24-hour shift, leaving behind his wife
Renee and his son Dustin. His loss was felt
deeply in the department and in the commu-
nity. As a firefighter, James displayed selfless
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