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a compassionate individual and a truly remark-
able director for Lenox Hill Neighborhood 
House. I wish her luck in her new position as 
head of United Neighborhood Houses.
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SAME SONG AND DANCE 

HON. DOUG BEREUTER 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 19, 2002

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member 
wishes to commend to his colleagues an edi-
torial from the September 18, 2002, edition of 
the Lincoln Journal-Star entitled, ‘‘We’ve seen 
Saddam’s act before.’’ It correctly conveys the 
skepticism with which the United States and 
the United Nations should approach Saddam 
Hussein’s recent announcement to allow U.N. 
weapons inspectors into Iraq.
[lsqb]From the Lincoln Journal-Star, Sept. 

18, 2002[rsqb] 
WE’VE SEEN SADDAM’S ACT BEFORE 

Anyone who believes that Saddam Hussein 
suddenly caved in to international pressure 
and will now ‘‘unconditionally’’ permit 
weapons inspections is dangerously gullible. 

Saddam’s negotiating style was described 
accurately and colorfully by President 
George W. Bush. Once again Saddam is 
‘‘sidestepping, crawfishing and wheedling.’’

Translations of the six-page letter, com-
plete with a three-page addendum, have not 
yet been released. 

But some news sources, including The 
Economist, reported that the letter from 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Naji Sabri to the U.N. 
‘‘leaves scope for doubt. It merely says they 
can return, for example, not explicitly that 
they will enjoy unrestricted access.’’

A senior State Department official in a 
White House briefing described the letter 
this way: ‘‘It is not a promise to fulfill all its 
obligations under Security Council resolu-
tions. It is not a promise to allow full and 
unfettered access for U.N. inspectors. It is 
not a promise to disclose, or a disclosure, of 
all its prohibited programs. And it’s not a 
promise to disarm, as Iraq is obliged to do.’’

Saddam should not be allowed to let a 
promise turn into delay. United Nations offi-
cials have said in recent days they are pre-
pared to resume inspections immediately. 

The United Nations should waste no time 
taking up the offer. Send in the inspectors 
now. Call Saddam’s bluff.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOB CLEMENT 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 19, 2002

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 
386 and 387, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’
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TRIBUTE TO THE SCHOOL OF 
TECHNOLOGY AT EASTERN ILLI-
NOIS UNIVERSITY ON ITS CEN-
TENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 19, 2002

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, as a 
proud graduate of Eastern Illinois University 

and the honorary Chairman of the Alumni 
Centennial Committee, I am pleased to pay 
tribute to the School of Technology at Eastern 
Illinois University on the celebration of its 
100th anniversary. 

In 1902, Eastern Illinois University began to 
offer courses in Manual Training in order to 
educate students on the study of technology. 
Eventually the Illinois Board of Higher Edu-
cation approved the Industrial Technology pro-
gram, with three options: light building con-
struction, electronics, and metals. The pro-
gram has been accredited and reaccredited 
numerous times by the National Association of 
Industrial Technology. 

Eastern Illinois’ School of Technology is an 
outstanding institution and provides its stu-
dents with the tools and resources necessary 
to succeed in life. Exemplifying its excellence 
and stature, the school has experienced a 
large enrollment increase for this fall semes-
ter. 

Today, over 500 attend Eastern Illinois’ 
School of Technology. They study a variety of 
disciplines that prepare them for careers in in-
dustry, business, government, and education. 
The school’s faculty and staff are exceptional 
as they serve both the needs of their students 
and provide consulting and training needs for 
the business and industrial community. 

Mr. Speaker, the School of Technology at 
Eastern Illinois University has much to be 
proud of on its Centennial Anniversary. I re-
gret I cannot attend the school’s ceremonies, 
but I wish the school further success and 
prosperity for the next 100 years and after.
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IN MEMORY OF META FULLER 
WALLER 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2002

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of Meta Fuller 
Waller, a dear friend to many, a dedicated 
public servant and athletic team captain who 
tragically lost her life in the Pentagon on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

Born into a family steeped in the civil rights 
movement, Meta Waller learned at a very 
young age an appreciation for the arts and the 
value of a good education. Her two famous 
grandparents, Meta Warrick Fuller, an African 
American sculptor and Solomon Carter Fuller, 
the first African American psychiatrist in the 
United States, inspired Meta to pursue her 
dreams regardless of what stood in her path. 
These instilled values guided Meta throughout 
life, especially during the sorrowful loss of 
some of her closest family members. 

With a bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Michigan and a master’s degree from the 
prestigious Harvard Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment in 1982, Meta worked hard to meet 
the many challenges she faced as the Special 
Programs Manager for the Administrative As-
sistant to the Secretary of the Army. In her 
twelve years at the Pentagon, Meta was heav-
ily involved in the Combined Federal Cam-
paign (CFC), the annual fund raising drive 
conducted by Federal employees on behalf of 
numerous non-profit charities. She diligently 
served as the Army CFC administrator for 14 
years and helped raise in excess of $30 mil-

lion dollars to benefit the least fortunate in our 
society. 

An avid writer and poet, Meta charmed 
those fortunate enough to witness her literary 
talent. Meta’s active imagination made her a 
gifted storyteller whose vividly refreshing tales 
could keep an audience spellbound for hours. 
Always in search of new challenges, Meta 
picked up the game of tennis much later in life 
than most. Despite a lack of past exposure to 
the sport, she rose to become captain of her 
women’s tennis team, holding the position for 
three years. 

Ever conscientious and adventure seeking, 
Meta’s passions led her to travel the world 
often. Her most recent trip took her to Durban, 
South Africa for the World Conference on 
Racism. Traveling with a group of school-
children, Meta gained a first-hand knowledge 
of the continuing struggle to end racism 
across the globe. Upon returning home, Meta 
told family members that the experience had 
changed her life. 

Mr. Speaker, Meta’s life serves as a testa-
ment to us all that with love and determination 
we can overcome any odds and lead inspired 
lives. Everyone misses her dearly but the 
memory of her indomitable spirit will never be 
forgotten.
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HONORING THE 2002 OLIN E. 
TEAGUE AWARD RECIPIENTS DR. 
DOUGLAS NOFFSINGER AND DR. 
RORY COOPER 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2002

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, in 
a ceremony on Wednesday, September 18, 
2002, in the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
hearing room, Dr. Douglas Noffsinger, Chief, 
Office of Audiology and Speech Pathology, VA 
Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System, Los 
Angeles, California, and Dr. Rory Cooper, Di-
rector, Rehabilitation Research and Develop-
ment Center, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare Sys-
tem, Pittsburgh, PA, each received an Olin E. 
Teague Award for their efforts on behalf of 
disabled veterans. 

The Teague Award is presented annually to 
a VA employee (or employees) whose 
achievements have been of extraordinary ben-
efit to veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities, and is the highest honor presented by 
VA in the field of rehabilitation. 

Dr. Noffsinger was selected to receive this 
prestigious award in honor of his significant 
contributions to the rehabilitation of veterans 
with hearing loss, one of the most common 
disabilities resulting from military service. His 
efforts have been multi-faceted and include 
cutting-edge research, establishing national 
practice algorithms for selecting and fitting 
hearing aids, and developing guidelines to as-
sure that all veterans needing hearing aids 
have equal access to treatment. Dr. Noffsinger 
is commended for his leadership role in formu-
lating national clinical practice guidelines for 
selecting and fitting hearing aids that have 
been accepted as official policy by the profes-
sional associations that represent all private 
and public sector audiologists. 

Rory A. Cooper, Ph.D., was recognized with 
a Teague Award for his major contributions to 
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the rehabilitation of paralyzed individuals, in 
the design of the modern wheelchairs, for his 
promotion of the understanding of secondary 
disabilities among wheelchair users, and for 
his persistent efforts to improve the availability 
of high quality products and services to vet-
erans who use wheelchairs. Dr. Cooper’s work 
has affected thousands of veterans by ele-
vating the quality of the wheelchair produced 
by manufacturers and provided by the VA and 
other third party payers. Dr. Cooper is one of 
the world’s foremost authorities in wheelchair 
design and technology. His impact on the lives 
of people with disabilities has been, and will 
continue to be, truly profound. 

Mr. Speaker, the name Olin E. ‘‘Tiger’’ 
Teague is synonymous with exemplary service 
to the Nation’s veterans. The late Congress-
man Teague served on the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs for 32 years, 18 of those years 
as its distinguished chairman. No one who 
worked with him on veterans’ issues ever had 
to ask why he was called ‘‘Tiger.’’ He set the 
standards by which we can best serve all vet-
erans. I know my colleagues join me in offer-
ing our deep appreciation to Dr. Noffsinger 
and Dr. Cooper for their concern, dedication, 
and innovation in meeting the special rehabili-
tation needs of veterans. We congratulate Dr. 
Noffsinger and Dr. Cooper for the excellence 
of their work and for the distinguished award 
they received.
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STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 
5409 ‘‘THE CLEVELAND NATIONAL 
FOREST RESPONSIBLE ELEC-
TRICITY TRANSMISSION ACT OF 
2002’’

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2002

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I would thank my 
colleagues Congressman CALVERT, Congress-
man HUNTER, Congressman CUNNINGHAM, 
Congressman RADANOVICH, Congressman 
DOOLITTLE and Congresswoman BONO for 
their commitment to meeting southern Califor-
nia’s energy demands and their continued 
concern for the communities and property 
owners affected by the need for a new trans-
mission line. 

The Cleveland National Forest Responsible 
Electricity Transmission Act of 2002 will create 
a corridor through the Trabuco Ranger District 
of the Cleveland National Forest, whereby a 
500 KV transmission line can be built to con-
nect the Valley-Serrano transmission line 
(owned by Southern California Edison) to the 
Telega-Escondido transmission line (owned by 
San Diego Gas & Electric). The approval of 
this corridor will greatly strengthen a fragile 
California transmission grid while protecting 
hundreds of homes and businesses from con-
demnation. 

This bill is the result of discussions and ne-
gotiations among Members of Congress and 
other interested parties for nearly a year. Our 
legislation follows the basic premise that we 
should utilize lands set aside for public use 
before condemning private property for a 
transmission line. Nearly 97 percent of the 
corridor created by our bill will utilize public 
lands. SDG&E, the utility attempting to secure 
a corridor for a transmission line, has pledged 

their support for our legislation in order to 
avoid making a decision that would be detri-
mental to the people of the Temecula Valley. 

Our bill will do something else that Cali-
fornia desperately needs. It will allow a local 
water district to connect a new source of 
power to the grid. 

The proposed hydro electric facility on Lake 
Elsinore, adjacent to the corridor, will enable 
the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District to 
place 600 megawatts of green peaker power 
onto the transmission grid when the California 
Independent System Operator (CAISO) needs 
it. 

In order for this project to become a reality, 
our legislation needs to become law. California 
needs both improved electrical infrastructure 
and a greater generation capacity: our bill is a 
step towards achieving these goals. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be here talk-
ing about this common sense legislation. 1, 
along with my colleagues, look forward to 
working with Chairman BARTON and Chairman 
TAUZIN to make this important legislation law.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF VERLYAN 
RUTH BYRD 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2002

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Verlyan Ruth Byrd. 

Ruth passed from this life on July 28th. Her 
passing left a gap in the lives of those who 
knew her, but also in the lives of many others 
who did not. 

She was a compassionate and tireless ad-
vocate on behalf of others who were, like her, 
impacted by the Government Pension Offset 
provision. Ruth worked to repeal the Offset, 
knowing how such a repeal would help others 
whose Social Security benefits were reduced 
as a result of the Offset. 

Ruth had many friends who joined her in 
her efforts to repeal the Offset and will carry 
on in her memory. One of those friends, Cory 
Grah, continues to make an impact on this 
issue. 

It’s for people like Ruth and Cory, that I 
once again call on my fellow members of Con-
gress to join me in our efforts to repeal the 
Government Pension Offset once and for all. 

There are more Ruths and Corys out there, 
and they deserve better.
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE WEEK 

HON. CHARLES W. STENHOLM 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2002

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize National Osteopathic Medicine 
Week, October 6–12, 2002, a week when the 
nation’s 49,000 osteopathic physicians (D.O.s) 
are particularly dedicated to increasing the 
public’s awareness of access to care issues. 

For almost 25 years now, the American Os-
teopathic Association (AOA) and its members 
have celebrated the osteopathic medical com-
munity’s unified effort to educate the nation 

about issues influencing the American health 
care system. I am especially pleased the 
theme of this year’s NOM Week is ‘‘Access to 
Care.’’ 

Access to care promotes appropriate entry 
into the health system and is vital to ensuring 
the long-term viability of rural health care de-
livery. Without access to local health care pro-
fessionals, rural residents are frequently 
forced to leave their communities to receive 
necessary treatments. 

When D.O.s, student doctors and sup-
porters of osteopathic medicine travel to Las 
Vegas, NV to attend the AOA’s 107th Annual 
Convention and Scientific Seminar, nearly 
8,000 will receive the latest information on ac-
cess to care issues such as professional liabil-
ity insurance (PLI), uninsured children, bioter-
rorism and mental health. I applaud the osteo-
pathic medical community for emphasizing pa-
tient access issues, so important to the 17th 
District of Texas and the Nation. 

Take for example, access to children’s 
health care. While nationwide participation in 
the State Children’s Health Insurance Program 
has increased since its 1997 inception, many 
parents whose children qualify for the program 
have not yet enrolled them. 

And let’s not forget the access to care bar-
riers facing our minority populations. It is a 
proven fact that America’s many racial and 
ethnic groups are frequently at a disadvantage 
on a wide-range of measures, including effec-
tive patient-physician communication, over-
coming cultural and linguistic challenges, and 
availability of health care and insurance cov-
erage. 

Access to health care can be established 
only when medical professionals are available 
to provide quality health care. Over the past 
few years, medical liability premiums and pay-
ments have escalated out of control causing 
health care quality, access, and cost prob-
lems. While some states have passed profes-
sional liability insurance (PLI) system reforms, 
not every state has effective laws in place. 
The osteopathic medical community recog-
nizes many states face critical PLI system 
problems. 

For more than a century, D.O.s have made 
a difference in the lives and health of my fel-
low citizens in Texas as well as all Americans. 
Overall, more than 100 million patient visits 
are made each year to these fully licensed 
physicians able to prescribe and perform sur-
gery. D.O.s serve the needs of rural and un-
derserved communities and make up 15 per-
cent of the total physician population in towns 
of 10,000 or less. 

D.O.s are certified in nearly 60 specialties 
and 33 subspecialties. D.O.s complete and 
pass: four years of medical education at one 
of 20 osteopathic medical schools; a one-year 
internship; a multi-year residency; and a state 
medical board exam. Throughout this edu-
cation, D.O.s are trained to understand how 
the musculoskeletal system influences the 
condition of all other body systems. Many pa-
tients want their health care provider to have 
this extra knowledge as a part of their health 
care. 

In recognition of NOM Week, I would like to 
congratulate the over 2,500 Texas D.O.s, the 
453 students at University of North Texas 
Health Sciences Center at Fort Worth, and the 
49,000 D.O.s represented by the American 
Osteopathic Association. Your contributions to 
the good health of the American people are 
commendable.
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