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TRIBUTE TO MS. DOROTHY ‘‘DOT’’ 

B. THOMAS

HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2002

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Ms. Dorothy ‘‘Dot’’ B. Thomas a 
Community Developer for Central Savannah 
River Area Economic Opportunity Authority 
(EOA) in Augusta, Georgia. Ms. Thomas is the 
recipient of Experience Works’ 2002 Older 
Worker of the Year award for my home state 
of Georgia. 

Dot Thomas began her career at the EOA 
in 1971. Beginning first as a Community De-
veloper, she studied and worked her way up 
to the Coordinator of the Energy Assistance 
Program. In 1996 she retired, but soon found 
herself back at EOA volunteering, mentoring 
new staff, and offering friendly advice based 
on her many years of experience. She was so 
valuable to the EOA that when a part-time po-
sition became available in 2000, Dot was con-
vinced to come back to work saying . . . ‘‘I 
so enjoy working, learning new things, and 
interacting with others that I sometimes won-
der why I retired.’’ 

In her current position as Community Devel-
oper, Dot works with families in need—assist-
ing them with energy assistance, food, rent, 
clothing, etc. She says her most important 
contribution at EOA is giving people hope. ‘‘I 
want them to feel better about themselves 
when they leave my office. Many times people 
come in looking so bad. But when I can say 
something to make them feel better about 
themselves and their circumstances, it just 
makes my day special!’’ Lola Johnson, director 
of the EOA, contributes Ms. Thomas’ profes-
sional success to the heart and soul she puts 
into her work. ‘‘Of all the accomplishments Dot 
has made over her years of service to our 
agency and the Central Savannah River Area 
community, probably the most important and 
long-lasting ones involve the impact she has 
had on the clients we serve as well as on her 
co-workers.’’ 

Dot’s dedication to improving the quality of 
people’s lives doesn’t end with her job. She 
loves and lends support to her husband of 
50+ years, Ernest, and to the rest of her fam-
ily; she makes a ‘‘joyful noise’’ in her church 
choir; and she volunteers at the local soup 
kitchen. She has also been an active member 
of the Georgia Community Action Association 
for more than 30 years. Ms. Johnson sums it 
up best, being a human services worker is not 
what Dot does for a living, ‘‘it’s who Dot 
Thomas is.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, please join me and all Geor-
gians in congratulating Dot Thomas.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO ST. ANTHONY 
HOSPITALS’ FLIGHT FOR LIFE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2002

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to an outstanding organization that 
continuously renders emergency medical aid 
at a moments notice. The St. Anthony Hos-

pitals’ Flight for Life program based in Denver, 
Colorado has saved thousands of lives since 
its inception. It is with great pleasure I stand 
and honor these courageous men and women 
who are so willingly dedicate their lives to help 
those in crisis.

Founded in 1972, Flight for Life was the first 
civilian emergency air ambulance in the na-
tion. Some 200 air ambulance programs all 
over the world have since patterned their 
emergency response units after Flight for 
Life’s excellence. This commendable program 
serves the people of Colorado and eight sur-
rounding states, and its members have reg-
istered over 65,000 missions in the first 30 
years of service. Over its history, Flight for 
Life’s crews responded to the 1976 gondola 
accident in Vail, Colorado; the 1985 Keystone 
Teller Lift collapse; and the Columbine High 
School shootings in 2000, among the thou-
sands of missions flown. Medical missions 
have taken them to 40 states as well as Can-
ada, Mexico, and Costa Rica.

In order to meet each challenge, Flight for 
Life maintains an elite core of medical profes-
sionals and pilots; each one with specialized 
experience and that allows them to react pro-
fessionally to any life-threatening experience 
in a variety of environments. To help in that 
mission, the program also maintains a moun-
tain base outside the Denver Metro area, the 
highest medical helicopter base in the country, 
at the Summit Medical Center in Frisco, Colo-
rado. From there, they operate a specialized 
avalanche rescue team and often help trans-
port search teams to the scene. With so many 
professions ready to respond to any emer-
gency situation, Flight for Life continues to 
stand out as a leader in emergency response 
excellence.

Mr. Speaker, I stand today to pay tribute to 
the men and women of this organization be-
fore this body of Congress and this nation. 
The Flight for Life program has raised the bar 
for emergency response throughout the world. 
These courageous professionals have served 
the people of this nation with distinction for 30 
years and deserve our praise.
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IN MEMORY OF SEPTEMBER 11 
AND ITS FORGOTTEN VICTIMS

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2002

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, we 
are commemorating the terrible attack on 
America this past September 11. This was a 
terrible event in which about 3,000 people lost 
their lives. A year later, they are in our pray-
ers. 

Also in our prayers are the other victims—
those who were subjected to violent, unfair at-
tacks in the aftermath of September 11. One 
of these was Balbir Singh Sodhi, a gasoline 
station owner from Arizona. He was murdered 
at his gas station by someone who apparently 
mistook him for a follower of Osama bin 
Laden. His brother, Sukhpal Singh Sodhi, a 
cab driver in the San Francisco Bay area, was 
recently killed in his taxicab. I am sure that we 
would all like to extend our sympathies to the 
Sodhi family. 

No one should be killed because of his reli-
gion. Even if Mr. Sodhi had been a Muslim 

and a follower of bin Laden that would not jus-
tify murdering him. But what makes this crime 
even more disturbing is that this perception 
was a mistake. Mr. Sodhi was a Sikh, not 
Muslim. 

Sikhism is an independent, monotheistic, re-
vealed religion that believes in the equality of 
all people, including gender equality. It is not 
part of either Hinduism or Islam, yet because 
of the turbans they wear, which are required 
by their religion, Sikhs are sometimes mis-
taken for Muslim followers of bin Laden. 

The violence has mostly ended, but there 
are still some unrelated violent incidents. Un-
fortunately, Balbir Singh Sodhi’s brother was 
also killed just a couple of months ago in his 
taxicab outside San Francisco. I call for an 
end to all these attacks and for full and prompt 
prosecution of all the people responsible. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to place the Coun-
cil of Khalistan’s recent press release on the 
anniversary of September 11 into the RECORD 
at this time.

IN MEMORY OF THOSE KILLED IN LAST YEAR’S 
ATTACK ON UNITED STATES 

Sikhs Suffered the Most After the Attacks 

Council of Khalistan Condemns Attacks, 
Calls for End to Violence Against Minorities 

WASHINGTON, D.C., September 11, 2002.—Dr. 
Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the 
Council of Khalistan, today remembered the 
attacks on America a year ago that killed al-
most 3,000 Americans. He also condemned 
the violence against Sikh Americans and 
other minorities that broke out in the wake 
of the September 11 attacks. 

‘‘On behalf of the 21-million strong Sikh 
Nation and especially on behalf of more than 
500,000 Sikh Americans, we remember with 
sadness and outrage the attacks on America 
a year ago and offer our prayers and sym-
pathies on this sad anniversary to the people 
of the United States for the terrible attack 
on the United States and for the loss of life 
it entails,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘We especially 
pray for the families of those who have de-
parted.’’

‘‘America must do what it can to eradicate 
terrorism from the world,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. 
‘‘We support all the efforts to do so and we 
must do our part as American citizens,’’ he 
said. ‘‘This sad anniversary reminds us that 
we stand together as a nation. We must show 
unity on this occasion.’’

‘‘We also condemn the violence against 
Sikhs and other minorities that took place 
last year after the September 11 attacks,’’ 
Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘Sikhs suffered the most in 
the post-September 11 violence,’’ he said. 
‘‘The very first victim of this violence was 
Balbir Singh Sodhi, a Sikh gasoline station 
owner from the Phoenix area,’’ he noted. Re-
cently, his brother was killed in his taxicab. 
All this violence must stop,’’ Dr. Aulakh 
said. 

‘‘Nobody should be killed for his or her re-
ligion, whether Sikh, Muslim, Christian, 
Jewish, Hindu, or whatever religion one may 
follow,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘But it is impor-
tant to note that Sikhs are not Muslims nor 
followers of bin Laden. We condemn bin 
Laden,’’ he said. ‘‘Unfortunately, because of 
the turbans we are required to wear, many 
people mistake Sikhs for bin Laden fol-
lowers,’’ he said. ‘‘The Sikh religion is an 
independent, monotheistic, sovereign reli-
gion that believes in the equality of the 
whole human race, including gender equal-
ity,’’ he said. ‘‘Daily we pray for the well 
being of the whole human race.’’

In the wake of the September 11 attacks, a 
couple of young Sikhs were attacked in
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Brooklyn. Sikh businesses have been stoned 
and cars have been burned. A Sikh boy was 
even shot in New York. Many Muslims and 
other minorities were also subjected to vio-
lent attacks. 

‘‘We hope that there will not be any more 
of these incidents in connection with the an-
niversary of the attacks. ‘‘Violence against 
innocent people of any religion or ethnicity 
is unacceptable,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘It must 
be condemned and the violence must be 
ended.’’

f

TRIBUTE TO MR. SAMUEL J. 
TENENBAUM

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2002

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a longtime friend, Mr. Samuel J. 
Tenenbaum of Lexington, SC. On Wednesday, 
September 18, 2002, Mr. Tenenbaum will re-
ceive the Lifetime Achievement award in the 
area of philanthropy from the Columbia Urban 
League Guild. 

The Columbia Urban League is a non-profit 
organization that works for equal opportunity 
for everyone. The Columbia Urban League 
Guild is an affiliate and volunteer arm of the 
Columbia Urban League. The Lifetime 
Achievement Award is an award given to an 
individual who has made significant contribu-
tions to Columbia, the Midlands region, and 
the state. 

A 1961 graduate of Savannah Country Day 
School, Mr. Tenenbaum graduated from 
Emory University with a Bachelor’s of Arts de-
gree in History. He went on to do graduate 
studies in American Studies at the University 
of Minnesota. In 1967, he went to work in his 
family business, Chatham Steel Corporation, 
from which he retired in 2000 as Vice-Presi-
dent. 

An outstanding citizen of the State of South 
Carolina, Mr. Tenenbaum presently serves as 
chairman of the Alston Wilkes Foundation, 
trustee of both the Columbia Jewish Founda-
tion and the Columbia Museum of Art, and 
chairman of the Alumni Advisory Committee to 
the Institute of Jewish Studies at Emory Uni-
versity. He is also a member of Habitat for Hu-
manity, First Union Bank Advisory Board, The 
Richard W. Riley Institute of Furman Univer-
sity, and The Kosmos Club. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing Sam for 
longer than either of us care to remember. He 
has been a driving force behind the scenes in 
almost every major community initiative affect-
ing the Columbia Metropolitan area. He puts 
his heart and soul into each and every en-
deavor whether it is raising money to replace 
a New York City fire truck lost on September 
11th or building bridges between different ra-
cial and ethnic groups. Sam Tenenbaum is 
one of the most dedicated public servants I 
have ever known who prefers to stay out of 
the limelight and let his generous spirit speak 
for itself. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in commending Mr. Samuel 
Tenenbaum on his Lifetime Achievement rec-
ognition by the Columbia Urban League Guild. 
I cannot think of anyone more deserving of 
this honor.

FOSELLA-WATT MOTION TO 
INSTRUCT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2002

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
as we continue our war on terrorism, we must 
remain vigilant in our efforts to decimate the 
terrorists that are threatening our very exist-
ence and have singled out Americans who 
represent freedom and democracy, so cher-
ished by our citizens. 

I strongly support the Fossella-Watt motion 
to instruct which will finally allow American vic-
tims of international terrorism to receive com-
pensation from blocked assets—judgments 
they were already awarded. 

Last week, we commemorated the anniver-
sary of 9/11. A day that marked the most dev-
astating acts ever committed on U.S. soil. 

There may not be another Member of Con-
gress who lost more constituents in the Sep-
tember 11th attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter than I did. 

I knew countless number of victims and 
their families and one year later, the pain and 
hardship go on. No amount of money can 
bring back our loved ones, but this motion to 
instruct can work to prevent future tragic acts 
of terrorism. 

It paralyzes the financial resources of those 
terrorist organizations and increases our ability 
to go after the sources of funding for these or-
ganizations and cells. It sends a message to 
terrorists that we will not stand for the murder 
of innocent Americans. And, those who target 
Americans will be punished. 

The United States must use every tool in its 
arsenal—military, diplomatic, and legal—to 
protect Americans and other innocent parties 
against these random acts of terror. 

The Fossella-Watt motion to instruct is a 
tool to weaken the terrorist grip. 

I urge my colleagues to retain this provision 
in the final version of the Terrorism Insurance 
bill.

f

TRIBUTE TO DEPUTY UNDER 
SECRETARY ROGER R. RAPP

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2002

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as 
Chairman of the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, I rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Roger 
R. Rapp, who on October 3, 2002, will be re-
tiring after serving 30 years at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

Roger personifies the steadfast career civil 
servant. He began his federal career at the 
Veterans Health Administration in 1972, ad-
vancing through various positions which in-
cluded field assignments at VA medical cen-
ters in Dayton, Ohio, and Washington, DC. Ul-
timately, Roger moved to the National Ceme-
tery Administration (NCA), where he served as 
the director of the National Cemetery Area Of-
fice in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In 1987, 
Roger was named Director of Field Operations 
for the NCA. In March of 2000, his title was 
changed to that which it is today, Deputy 

Under Secretary for Operations. As the one 
responsible for operations and construction at 
NCA, Roger has personally visited each of the 
120 VA National Cemeteries. 

Roger’s dedication to veterans and their 
families is apparent to all who know him, and 
he truly is a man with a vision. He has been 
a leading voice in ensuring the expansion of 
existing cemeteries, development of new na-
tional cemeteries, and expanding the State 
Cemetery Grants Program. Through his lead-
ership, the number of national cemeteries in-
creased from 103 in 1973 when NCA was 
formed, to the current 120; five new national 
cemeteries are currently in the planning 
stages. 

It is said that Roger knows the majority of 
NCA employees nationwide on a first name 
basis, and he has devoted his career to help-
ing all VA employees take pride in their jobs 
and focus on the needs of veterans. Owing to 
his leadership, NCA scored 93 percent on the 
American Customer Satisfaction Index, the 
highest score of any federal government enti-
ty. Roger was also instrumental in establishing 
the Director Training Programs to provide up-
ward mobility and career advancement for VA 
employees throughout the system. Addition-
ally, he’s contributed significantly over the 
years to Leadership VA, the agency’s execu-
tive development program. 

Mr. Speaker, Roger Rapp is an advocate for 
veterans and has dedicated 30 years to this 
advocacy—20 years with the National Ceme-
tery Administration alone. And when the situa-
tion called for it, he has done so with humor 
and selflessness. Indeed, Roger was a lucid 
and forthright witness when testifying before 
the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 
Thank you, Roger, for your dedication to 
America’s veterans. You are leaving, a lasting 
legacy of dedicated federal service.

f

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL RICHMOND

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 17, 2002

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Mr. Michael Richmond, 
President and CEO of The Woodlands Oper-
ating Company, as he prepares to retire from 
30 years of dedication and service to The 
Woodlands Community. 

Michael Richmond is a visionary. He shared 
in the original vision for The Woodlands al-
most from the very inception when he joined 
George Mitchell and his team in 1972. 

During these past 30 years, Michael’s ca-
reer moved rapidly within The Woodlands Cor-
poration and then into The Woodlands Oper-
ating Company. He became treasurer, then 
senior financial officer and moved into the op-
erations area as senior vice president of com-
mercial development. In 1985 he was named 
executive vice president of the company with 
responsibilities encompassing commercial, 
The Woodlands Conference Center and Re-
sort, investment properties, apartments, office 
buildings, industrial development and retail 
shopping centers. Today, thanks to Michael’s 
leadership, The Woodlands is a model of suc-
cess. 

In his three decades of service and exem-
plary performance in developing The Wood-
lands, the new owners Morgan Stanley and
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