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INCREASING FUNDING FOR STATE

APPROVING AGENCIES

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as

Chairman of the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, today I am introducing on behalf of Mr.
EVANS, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. REYES, Mr. FILNER,
Mr. BAKER, Mr. PICKERING, Mr. SHOWS, Mr.
KING, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. BALDACCI, Ms. CAR-
SON, Mr. REYNOLDS, and Mr. MOORE, a bill to
increase funding, for State Approving Agen-
cies (SAAs).

Some of my colleagues are familiar with the
work of SAAS, but for those who are not,
these vital institutions review and evaluate for
approval in each state, programs of education
that are offered by educational institutions
under the Montgomery GI Bill and three other
VA veterans’ educational assistance pro-
grams. SAAs usually operate through state
departments of education or postsecondary
education commissions. SAAs also approve
employer sponsored on-job training and ap-
prenticeship programs, some through state de-
partments of labor.

The need to increase funding for SAAs pri-
marily reflects the new SAA duties in occupa-
tional licensing and credentialing and veteran,
servicemember and employer outreach in
each state.

In recent years, Congress has increased
SAA responsibilities, most recently through en-
actment of Public Law 107–103, the Veterans
Education and Benefits Expansion Act of
2001. This landmark legislation increased the
basic MGIB benefit by 19 percent in January
2002 to $800 per month from $672. It will also
increase 30 percent in October 2003 and 39
percent in October 2004 when the benefit
again increases to $900 and $985, respec-
tively.

But as important as these enacted in-
creases for the MGIB benefits are, our vet-
erans will not be able to take full advantage of
the improved educational opportunities unless
the SAAs are given the resources necessary
to certify high-quality educational programs.

From fiscal years 1995 to 2000, SAA fund-
ing was ‘‘capped’’—without an annual in-
crease—at $13 million. In Public Law 106–
419, enacted on November 1, 2000, Congress
increased SAA funding to $14 million, but only
for fiscal years 2001 and 2002. If Congress
does not act, in fiscal year 2003 the SAA
budget reverts back to the $13 million level. In
effect, our inaction would return SAAs to the
FY 1995 funding level, and they would be un-
able to guarantee our nation’s veterans that
their hard-earned MGIB benefits will be safe-
guarded against scam-artists and flimsy pro-
grams that seek to exploit veterans.

Indeed, since World War II Congress has
relied on SAAs to ensure the quality of the
education and training offered to our Nation’s
veterans and to protect the integrity of VA
education programs popularly known as the
‘‘GI Bill.’’ My proposal simply increases SAA
annual funding from $14 million to $18 million,
with a three percent increase the following two
years, in order to provide SAAs with the re-
sources necessary to fulfill their responsibil-
ities.

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

TRIBUTE TO OVERLAND TRAIL
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HON. BOB SCHAFFER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
to rise today to congratulate the students and
staff of Overland Trail Middle School of Brigh-
ton, Colorado for their work in a recent charity
clothing drive. Over the course of one week,
the students and parents combined to donate
850 pounds of clothing to needy residents of
the town of Brighton.

This is yet another example of the schools
dedication to improving the world in which we
live. In the fall of 2001, the students contrib-
uted to the Twin Towers fund which was set
up to support the families of uniformed service
personnel lost in the September 11 tragedy.
The Fort Lupton Press writes, ‘‘. . . it’s nice
to see area students contributing their time
and money to such worthy causes around the
Brighton area as well as on the East Coast.’’

It Is an honor for the state of Colorado to
have such a generous group of students,
teachers, and parents. Philanthropic work is a
great legacy of the United States and I am
proud to see that it is being carried by citizens
of all ages. On behalf of the citizens of Colo-
rado, I ask the House to join me in extending
congratulations to the students, staff and par-
ents of Overland Trail Middle School.

f

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE 2002 BEA
CHRISTY AWARD NOMINEES

HON. MIKE ROGERS
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the 2002 Bea Christy
Award Nominees, who will be honored Friday,
February 15, 2002 in Lansing, Michigan for
their contributions to improve their commu-
nities and neighborhoods.

Bea Christy was a dedicated member of the
Eastside Neighborhood Organization for more
than ten years until her death. She also
worked with other organizations to make the
neighborhood and community a better place to
live. She was the kind of individual who volun-
teered to do the ‘‘unglamourous’’ tasks, who
worked quietly and diligently behind the
scenes, who never sought recognition for her
efforts.

First, she was a good neighbor in her imme-
diate neighborhood, welcoming new people,
planting flowers in the church yard across the
street from her house, taking elderly folks to
the doctor, and noticing where the sidewalk
needed repairs. She also helped edit and de-
liver the Eastside Neighborhood Organization
newspaper, made soup for the annual fund-
raiser, and helped plant flowers in the bed on
Michigan Avenue.

Bea was also an active member of her
church, volunteered with Radio Talking Book,
as well as helped to initiate the Lansing area
CROP Walk. She made these contributions in
addition to being a devoted wife, mother, and
grandmother.

It is quiet, committed, unsung people like
Bea who make neighborhood organizations

successful, and the community as a whole a
better place to live. It is in this spirit that indi-
viduals are nominated for an annual award ex-
emplifying the qualities of Bea Christy. The fol-
lowing six criteria must be considered when
making a nomination for the Bea Christy
Award: variety of activities in your neighbor-
hood organization; unsung nature of contribu-
tions; overall good neighbor; reliability; willing-
ness to take on tasks; and, other service to
the community.

Friday night, eleven deserving individuals
will be recognized as 2002 Bea Christy Award
Nominees. I salute the following nominees for
their outstanding service to their communities
and neighborhoods: Connie Sevrey, Associa-
tion for the Bingham Community; Mia Tioli,
River Point Neighborhood Association; Han-
nah Gardi, Neighbors United in Action; Mary
Rawson, Northtown Neighborhood Associa-
tion; Ernestine Merritt, Northwest Neighbor-
hood Alliance; Alex Kruzel, Walnut Neighbor-
hood Organization; Rick Kibbey, Eastside
Neighborhood Association; Larry Karn, Old
Forest Neighborhood Association; Ruth Hall-
man, Genesee Neighborhood Association;
Thomas Foster, Eastern Neighbors; Kathie
Dunbar, Sagamore Hill Neighborhood Organi-
zation.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask
my colleagues to join me in paying tribute to
the 2002 Bea Christy Award Nominees.

f

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 1343, THE
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
HATE CRIMES PREVENTION ACT

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002
Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

declare my strong support for H.R. 1343, the
Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Preven-
tion Act, and to urge its swift passage in the
House of Representatives.

In the last five years, approximately 50,000
hate crimes were reported to authorities, with
the brutal murders of Matthew Shepard and
James Byrd graphically demonstrating to the
nation the horrors of violence motivated by
hate and bigotry. In 2000 alone, law enforce-
ment agencies in 48 states and the District of
Columbia reported 8,063 bias-motivated crimi-
nal incidents.

Unfortunately, five states have no laws
against hate crimes, and the statutes in an-
other eighteen states fall short of full protec-
tion. Even in a state such as Rhode Island,
where we have strong laws against hate
crimes, law enforcement officials recorded 50
cases of bias-motivated offenses in 2000. Be-
cause the current federal hate crimes law only
covers crimes motivated by racial, religious or
ethnic prejudice, Congress must enact legisla-
tion to establish a strong national standard for
prosecuting all hate crimes.

To ensure that no American is targeted for
violence based on prejudice, I am an original
cosponsor of the Local Law Enforcement Hate
Crimes Prevention Act, which would provide
federal assistance to state and local authori-
ties in prosecuting hate crimes. Additionally,
the legislation would expand the federal defini-
tion of hate crimes to include violent acts moti-
vated by prejudice against the victim’s sexual
orientation, gender or disability.
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I urge my colleagues to cosponsor this im-

portant piece of legislation and to demand its
immediate consideration in the House. I also
wish to express my gratitude to the bill’s au-
thor, Congressman JOHN CONYERS, as well as
to Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY, for their
leadership on this important issue. I am con-
fident that we will be able to work in a bipar-
tisan fashion to pass H.R. 1343 and bring an
end to hate-based crimes in the United States.

f

TRIBUTE TO HAZEL GARDNER

HON. BOB SCHAFFER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
to rise today to congratulate Hazel Gardner of
Eckley, Colorado. Mrs. Gardner was recently
recognized for her fifty years of volunteer work
for 4–H at a banquet held in honor of local 4–
H leaders.

Mrs. Gardner is a life-long resident of the
eastern plains of Colorado and has been ac-
tive with 4–H since she was nine years of age.
In addition to raising her three children she
has volunteered with 4–H groups and with
state-level governing boards. Fifty years later,
she continues to work with children in the pro-
gram to which she has devoted much of her
life.

4–H is a nationally recognized program that
boasts the honor of having a chapter in every
county in the nation. Over 6.8 million youth
participated in 4–H in 2000 with the addition of
610,000 adult volunteers. The 4–H mission is
‘‘building a world in which youth and adults
learn, grow, and work together as catalysts for
positive change.’’

It is an honor for the state of Colorado to
have such an esteemed woman who has dedi-
cated so much of her life to improving the
lives of community children. On behalf of the
citizens of Colorado, I ask the House to join
me in extending congratulations to Mrs. Hazel
Gardner.

f

THE NATIONAL VACCINE INJURY
COMPENSATION PROGRAM IM-
PROVEMENT ACT OF 2002

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I’m
proud to be introducing legislation today to
help families that are trying to cope with chil-
dren who have suffered vaccine-related inju-
ries.

Vaccine injuries may be very rare, but when
they do occur, they’re devastating. Fifteen
years ago, we created the National Vaccine
Injury Compensation Program. It was sup-
posed to be generous. It was supposed to be
non-adversarial. It was supposed to com-
pensate families without tying them up in court
for years.

Too many times, this program hasn’t worked
the way we intended. Last fall, we held two
hearings. We heard testimony from parents of
injured children. We heard testimony from
husbands of injured wives. They told us about

long delays. They told us about overly adver-
sarial tactics. They told us about having to
fight for years over injuries that are widely ac-
knowledged to be related to vaccines. We’ve
also heard from families who learned about
the program too late to file claims. There is a
bipartisan consensus that reforms are needed.

Not every family has faced these kinds of
problems. Many families have worked their
way through the system without facing the
kinds of ordeals we’ve heard about. However,
too many families have faced too many prob-
lems for us to sit by and do nothing.

I want to thank HENRY WAXMAN, the Rank-
ing Minority Member of the Government Re-
form Committee for working with me to put
this bill together. I want to thank DAVE
WELDON, one of our subcommittee chairmen,
for working with us as well. I also want to
thank our other original cosponsors, JERROLD
NADLER, CONSTANCE MORELLA, BENJAMIN GIL-
MAN, STEPHEN HORN, MARTIN FROST, JOHN
DUNCAN, DENNIS KUCINICH, JO ANN DAVIS and
TOM DAVIS.

This bill doesn’t do everything we’d like to
do to fix this program. It’s not going to elimi-
nate some of the problems families are en-
countering. However, I think it’s a good first
step. I think it’s a realistic assessment of what
we can accomplish this year. This bill does
some very worthwhile things: It changes the
calculation for future lost earnings for injured
children to make it more generous.

It increases the level of compensation a
family receives after a vaccine-related death
from $250,000 to $300,000. It allows families
of vaccine-injured children to be compensated
for the costs of family counseling and creating
and maintaining a guardianship to administer
the award. It allows for the payment of interim
attorneys fees and costs while a petition is
being adjudicated. It extends the statute of
limitations for seeking compensation to six
years instead of three. It provides a one-time,
two-year period for families to file a petition if
they were previously excluded from doing so
because they missed the statute of limitations.

I want to briefly mention a couple of the sto-
ries we heard during our hearings so my col-
leagues will have a better understanding of
the kinds of problems families are facing.

The first story involves Janet Zuhlke and her
daughter Rachel of Florida. Rachel received
her pre-kindergarten vaccinations in 1990.
Within 6 hours, she had a severe reaction.
Within three weeks, she was in critical condi-
tion and had to be medi-vac’d to a hospital.
Today, Rachel is a mentally retarded teen-
ager. She suffers from periodic bouts of blind-
ness and severe neurological breakdowns that
leave her confined to a wheelchair.

Rachel’s condition is known as an
encephalopathy. Medical experts agree that
this is one of the most common injuries
caused by vaccines. The connection is so
well-established, it’s written into the table of
vaccine injuries in the law. Despite this, the
government attorneys fought for nine years to
try to prove a questionable theory that Ra-
chel’s injury was caused by a strep infection.
For nine years, Janet Zuhlke has had to pay
all of Rachel’s medical bills without any help.

Last year, she finally won her case. But the
process drags on. It could still be another year
before the Zuhlkes receive a penny.

Next, I want to talk about the case of Lori
Barton and her son Dustin of Arizona. Dustin
received a DTP shot in 1989. He began to

have subtle seizures within hours. Eventually,
he was diagnosed with residual seizure dis-
order and he became legally blind.

The Barton’s filed for compensation, but the
government lawyer assigned to the case set
out to prove that Dustin’s seizures didn’t start
as soon after the shot as Lori claimed. At their
first hearing in 1993, that lawyer’s tactics were
so abusive that she was reprimanded by the
special master overseeing the case. Lori Bar-
ton testified that she felt like she was being
treated like a criminal. It took them four years
to get to the next hearing, in August 1997.
Three months later, Dustin suffered a massive
seizure and died.

In 1999, eight years after the Bartons filed
their petition, they were finally awarded com-
pensation. But there was one final hitch. The
government threatened to appeal the decision
unless the Barton’s agreed not to have it pub-
lished so it couldn’t serve as a precedent for
other families. That’s wrong, and we shouldn’t
accept it.

As I said before, every family that enters the
program isn’t treated this way. Not every gov-
ernment lawyer is abusive. There are many
people who work in this program who sin-
cerely want to help these families. But these
aren’t isolated incidents. We have real prob-
lems here, and Congress needs to address
them. For many of these families, the deck is
stacked against them, and that’s not right.

I want to thank my colleagues who’ve
worked with me to put together this legisla-
tion—the National Vaccine Injury Compensa-
tion Improvement Act of 2002. It has strong bi-
partisan support. There are other problems
that go beyond the scope of this bill, and we
need to address those. But this is a good first
step. I hope all of my colleagues will support
it.

f

IN HONOR OF CHRISTOPHER EL-
DERS, RECIPIENT OF A 2002
RHODES SCHOLARSHIP

HON. EARL F. HILLIARD
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to Christopher Elders, a
2002 Rhodes Scholar. On Tuesday, February
12, 2002, Mr. Elders was acknowledged for
his outstanding achievement at a dinner re-
ception hosted by U.S. Congressman John
Lewis.

A political science major at Morehouse Col-
lege, Christopher Elders is the only African-
American among the 32 students in the United
States named to the 2002 Class of Rhodes
Scholars. Currently, he serves as the Deputy
Executive Director of the Morehouse College
Student Government Association (SGA). In
this role, he heads the committee responsible
for redrafting and modifying the college’s code
of ethics. Prior to his stint as Deputy Executive
Director, Mr. Elders served as an SGA Sen-
ator from 1998 until 2000.

While at Morehouse, Elders has done a re-
markable job of balancing his academic
achievements with his civic responsibilities. He
has worked tirelessly as a tutor and mentor to
several students enrolled in Atlanta inner-city
public schools. In addition, he has served as
a volunteer with AID Atlanta, a private agency
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