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BUSH BUDGET BASHES PILT

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II
OF WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, as February

14th approaches it seems appropriate to ex-
amine the budget proposed by President Bush
to see who gets Valentines and who does not.
The lucky ones include the very wealthy who
stand to receive huge windfalls as part of the
President’s massive tax cut. Those who stand
to lose include average taxpayers. Take, for
example, the President’s unwise cuts to the
PILT Program.

The federal government owns or manages
about 30 percent of the land in this country.
Unlike private land owners, however, Uncle
Sam is not required to pay property taxes to
counties or local governments. Given that
such property taxes are the lifeblood of many
county budgets, Congress created the Pay-
ments in Lieu of Taxes, or PILT, Program.
PILT is a formula grant program which reim-
burses local governments for these lost prop-
erty tax revenues. Created in 1976, the pro-
gram accounts for a substantial share of many
county budgets, particularly in Western states
where the percentage of federal ownership is
highest.

Now, there are obviously advantages to
having the federal government as a neighbor.
Many local communities thrive thanks to tour-
ism dollars attracted by National Parks or fed-
erally managed recreation areas. And we all
benefit when federal land managers work to
protect and preserve our natural resources for
future generations to enjoy. But the revenue
loss experienced by some local communities
is very real and by proposing to slash the
amount available to reimburse these commu-
nities, the Bush Administration is not being a
good neighbor at all.

Such a cut is really just a tax increase on
local taxpayers. PILT funds replace lost county
revenue and if the Federal Government no
longer pays its share, those governments
have no choice but to raise local property
taxes. Apparently, the President feels that
while wealthy Americans’ income taxes are
too high, local property taxes are not high
enough.

This is particularly surprising given that the
President claims to be a champion of local
government. PILT funding flows directly to
local communities and is available for any
government purpose, no strings attached. In
my home state, the President’s plan means
that the counties in West Virginia which re-
ceive PILT would have $287,000 less to
spend on schools, public safety and other
local needs.

Perhaps the President is counting on Con-
gress to come to the rescue. The Bush Ad-
ministration proposed cutting PILT last year
and Members of Congress, who care about
their counties, stepped in and restored the
funding. If that is the plan, next time you hear
that the President wants to save money and
Congress wants to spend it, remember that
PILT is part of the President’s ‘‘savings.’’

In my view, the Federal Government should
continue striving to be a good neighbor and
maintain PILT payments at their current levels.
Unfortunately, the Bush Budget plan hits the
wealthy with Cupid’s arrow but gives local tax-
payers the shaft.

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM R. MILLS,
JR.

HON. GARY G. MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA
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Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to and honor the
accomplishments of William R. Mills, Jr., of
Yorba Linda, California.

Bill graduated from the Colorado School of
Mines with a degree in engineering in 1959,
and earned his masters degree in civil engi-
neering from Loyola University in Los Angeles
in 1976.

Bill spent seventeen years with the engi-
neering firm, Planning Research, before
breaking off to become an independent water
consultant. For the past fourteen years he has
presided over the Orange County Water Dis-
trict as its General Manager. Bill is a Dip-
lomate for the American Academy of Environ-
mental Engineers, and Fellow for the Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers.

Bill is world renowned for the ‘‘Water Fac-
tory 21’’ water filtration system used to purify
water used in irrigation in Southern California.
This groundwater renovation reservoir pro-
vides about 75 percent of the water for the
area’s 2 million citizens. He has helped pro-
mote this technology as far away as Saudi
Arabia and has effectively demonstrated this
technology to be main stream in the water in-
dustry.

Bill’s accolades include being named Water
Leader of the Year in 1992, Outstanding Mem-
ber of the WateReuse Association of Cali-
fornia in 1994, and the Orange County Engi-
neer of the Year in 1996. He earned the Out-
standing Member of the American Desalting
Association in 1994 and was later awarded
their Presidential Award for Distinguished
Service in 1996. Bill’s work also earned him
the Leadership in Engineering award for Water
Resources from the Institute for the Advance-
ment of Engineering in 1999.

Perhaps Bill’s greatest accomplishment,
though, is his family. Bill and his wife have
reared three fine sons who have rewarded him
with his greatest pleasure. Bill looks forward to
retirement most so that he can begin to enjoy
time with his three grandchildren.

I would like to thank Bill for his dedicated
service to Southern California and his progres-
sive leadership in addressing the area’s tre-
mendous water concerns. I wish him the best
in his retirement.
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TRIBUTE TO NEA CHAIRMAN,
MICHAEL P. HAMMOND

HON. STEPHEN HORN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, with the passing of
Michael P. Hammond, the arts community has
lost a true gentleman and first-rate leader.
After only one week at his post as chairman
of the National Endowment for the Arts, Chair-
man Hammond left us before he had the
chance to apply his wide-ranging knowledge,
leadership and vision to the betterment of the
arts community.

Just last month, I had the pleasure of meet-
ing with Michael Hammond. He shared with
me some of his goals for his new role as NEA
chairman. He helped to attract more children
to the arts community at an earlier age. And
he wanted to generate broader interest in the
arts among the general public. I have no
doubt that he would have accomplished those
goals. He just had that rare gift that you just
knew would make a difference. His unique ac-
complishments as a musician, educator, and
advocate for the arts will be very difficult to re-
place.

Michael Hammond dedicated his life to his
love of music and the arts. He was a re-
nowned conductor, composer, and educator
and had a keen interest in the relationship be-
tween neuroscience and music. He was the
former dean of Rice University’s Shepherd
School of Music and was the founding Dean
of Music for the new arts campus of the State
University of New York at Purchase, New
York, where he later served as president of
the University.

A Rhodes scholar at Oxford, and educated
at Lawrence University and Delhi University in
India, Michael Hammond also taught
neuroanatomy and physiology at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin. As a composer and con-
ductor, he wrote numerous scores for theatre
here and abroad. He founded the Prague Mo-
zart Academy in the Czech Republic and
served on the Board of the Houston Sym-
phony.

Mr. Speaker, we struggle to express feel-
ings of grief, sorrow and appreciation for his
extraordinary man who gave so much to the
arts community and was taken from us far too
early in life. It would be a fitting tribute to Mi-
chael Hammond for those of us who share his
passion for the arts to do all we can to carry
on his vision to build a greater appreciation for
the arts in this country.
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TRIBUTE TO HILDA GIBBS

HON. KAREN McCARTHY
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002
Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I

rise today to pay tribute to Hilda Gibbs on her
87th birthday. Hilda has been a pillar of the
Plaza Westport community of Kansas City
since moving there in 1962. She is currently
President of the Plaza Westport Neighborhood
Association and has held this post for over 10
years. Her genuine concern and caring for her
neighbors have made her tenure as a presi-
dent a gift that her fellow residents will treas-
ure for a long time.

Hilda Gibbs was born Hilda Lutz in Freiburg,
Germany in 1915. After growing up in Ger-
many, she emigrated to France where she
trained as a secretary for two years. Upon
leaving France, Hilda emigrated to England
and served as a nanny. In 1939, she came to
New York to join her sister, Ida. She under-
went training to become a hostess because at
this time you could not waitress in a restaurant
without formal training. While in New York,
Hilda met and fell in love with her late hus-
band, Bob Gibbs. They were married for 42
years. He was the love of here life, and she
of his.

In 1962, Hilda moved with Bob to Kansas
City where she has lived ever since. Since be-
coming the President of the Plaza Westport
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Neighborhood Association, Hilda has been
one of the most vocal and informed advocates
for the citizens of Kansas City. Her determina-
tion to see things done right has resulted in
many memorable victories for the residents
she loves so dearly. Whatever the task, Hilda
is not afraid to fight until her community wins.
She is so involved in her community that she
accompanies the codes inspectors as they
comb the neighborhood in search of full com-
pliance. This activist spirit has also extended
into politics. Hilda has used her informed sta-
tus to support candidates she feels are the
best for Kansas City and the State of Missouri.

Activism is not the only way Hilda is in-
volved in her community. For several years,
she and her late husband would spend Fri-
days as volunteers at the Truman Medical
Center, and Hilda continues this ritual today.
She is also an avid promoter and proponent of
other arts community of Kansas City. Rarely
does she miss a performance, but she also
used her nights out in Kansas City to teach
young women about the arts. Often she invites
a young woman to accompany her to various
artistic productions throughout the city giving
the young woman the opportunity to broaden
her cultural horizons.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in saying
‘‘Happy Birthday’’ to Hilda Gibbs as she turns
87. Her birth in 1915 has given the Kansas
City community the gift of a loving, caring indi-
vidual with commitment and dedication to
making the community a better place through
activism and service.
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. CINDY WALL
BEARD

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mrs. Cindy Wall Beard of South
Carolina, a remarkable woman who, despite
her battle with cancer, is a leader, a mentor
and an inspiration to those in the community.

Mrs. Beard, a native of Scranton, South
Carolina, received her high school diploma
from The Carolina Academy. She later earned
a Bachelor’s degree in Administration from
Limestone College. After college she worked
as an administrator for Wall Home Health
Care. She currently resides in Florence, South
Carolina, but spends much of her time in near-
by Lake City where she is an active member
of Lake City Pentecostal Holiness Church ex-
ercising her leadership abilities as a Sunday
School Teacher, leader of Discipleship, and
coordinator of a local non-denominational
prayer group called TEARS. In 1996, Mrs.
Beard founded the Lake City chapter of the
March for Jesus and has organized activities
for the celebration every year since.

In May 2001, Mrs. Beard established Project
Blessing, a program designed to assist chil-
dren of families in low-income housing in Lake
City. The impact Mrs. Beard has had on mem-
bers of her community is best exemplified in
the story of the Brown Street kids. The birth-
day of each child on Brown Street has been
celebrated. Complete with cake, presents, and
enough pizza for the neighborhood, every
party was made possible by Mrs. Beard and
cooperation from area businesses. She col-

laborated with Hilton Head residents to make
sure Brown Street kids got the gifts on their
Christmas wish lists. Always dedicated to her
faith, Mrs. Beard established the backyard
Sunday School program for Brown Street and
other Project Blessing neighborhoods. The im-
pact she has had on the lives of people in the
community is immeasurable.

Though these accomplishments would be
impressive under any circumstances, perhaps
what is most remarkable is Mrs. Beard has
contributed all this to the community while
fighting a battle against cancer. In 1998 she
became a published author with her book, His
Messages, a statement of hope and inspira-
tion to others with cancer.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues
to join me in recognizing Mrs. Cindy Wall
Beard, a women who has touched innumer-
able lives in her community in countless ways.
I commend her on her tireless dedication to
others and wish her all the best in the future.
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RECOGNIZING THE BATTLING
BISHOPS OF OHIO WESLEYAN
UNIVERSITY, NCAA DIVISION III
WOMEN’S SOCCER NATIONAL
CHAMPIONS

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
congratulate the Battling Bishops of Ohio
Wesleyan University for their first NCAA Divi-
sion III women’s soccer national champion-
ship. This victory caps a tremendous season
that includes an astounding twenty-one
straight wins.

Ohio Wesleyan University is an independent
undergraduate liberal arts institution in Dela-
ware, Ohio, with an enviable reputation for
education excellence. As an institution re-
nowned for its commitment to teaching and
mentoring of the highest quality that nurtures
and prepares students to be leaders and in-
formed and involved citizens, Ohio Wesleyan
University has reached and maintained a rank-
ing as one of the top liberal arts universities in
the country.

I remember well the excitement over the
1988 men’s basketball and 1998 men’s soccer
national championships. Like those earlier
teams, the Ohio Wesleyan University women’s
soccer national championship team has rep-
resented their school, their team and them-
selves with distinction and in the finest tradi-
tion of sportsmanship.
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DONALD GOULET RETIRING AFTER
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CAREER

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
today to salute a good American, Donald
Goulet, at the close of his 30-year career as
a U.S. Customs Inspector and an FBI Agent.

Don’s distinguished service to his nation
began in 1966, when he joined the United
States Marine Corps. Although as a college

student he was exempt from military service,
his patriotism and love of country led him to
this service. In Vietnam, Don earned the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam
Service Medal with One Star, two Purple
Hearts, and numerous other citations and
decorations. Honorably discharged in 1967,
Don returned to the University of Maine to
continue his educational career, graduating in
1972.

Don joined the Customs Service shortly
after his graduation, first serving as an inspec-
tor at the border crossing in St. Aurelie,
Maine. Over the next decade, he worked at
various Customs checkpoints, including a two-
year stint in Montreal, Quebec.

In 1982, Don was selected for FBI service
and attended the FBI Academy in Quantico,
Virginia. After assignment in Boston, Muncie,
and New York City, he returned to Maine and
worked in the Bangor office for much of the
1990s. Don’s last assignment, a three-year
tour in Boston, ends this month.

A devoted public servant, Don is even more
dedicated to his family. He and his wife of thir-
ty-two years, Donna, are the proud parents of
Karen, Keith, and Kristen. An avid hunter and
fisherman, Don will have plenty to keep him
busy in retirement. He especially enjoys
cheering on the Red Sox, the Bruins, and
Super Bowl champions New England Patriots.

As a former FBI agent myself, it is my honor
to recognize Don Goulet for his selfless serv-
ice to the Bureau and to our nation. He is
rightly proud of his years of service as a Ma-
rine, a Customs Inspector, and an FBI agent.
I am honored to join his family, friends, and
colleagues in thanking him for his dedication
and saluting his distinguished career.
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM J.
ALEXANDER

HON. GARY G. MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I rise to
recognize a good friend from the Inland Em-
pire, William J. Alexander. On February 13,
2002, Bill will be celebrating his 59th birthday.

Mr. Alexander is currently Mayor for the City
of Rancho Cucamonga, California and has
able served on the Council since 1994. Bill is
a graduate of Montclair High School and
Chaffey College. Bill is a retired Fire Captain
from the City of Ontario where he brought
forth his services for more than 35 years. He
is a member of the Foothill Fire Protection
District Board of Directors and he has served
as a member of the Public Safety Commission
for Rancho Cucamonga. He is also a Certified
Bomb Technician having graduated from the
FBI Regional Center in Huntsville, Alabama.

Mayor Alexander and his wife have six chil-
dren and five granddaughters. He has been a
resident of western San Bernardino County for
more than 40 years. Bill enjoys spending time
with his family and makes that a priority even
with his demanding schedule. He loves the
community that he serves and plans on seek-
ing another four-year term.

Happy 59th birthday, Bill.
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