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with Blacks in Government and his service to
the African American Community.
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HONORING THE CHINESE NEW
YEAR

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
acknowledge the celebration of the Lunar (or
Chinese) New Year—the most important of all
Chinese festivals. Part of the Asian philosophy
includes the belief that as the turning of the
new year, you clean your home, sweep away
misfortune and welcome in the new year with
hopes for prosperity and good luck. We should
all take advantage of this opportunity to ex-
plore this tradition and embrace the richness
of our diversity.

It is the year 4699 by the Chinese calendar,
the Year of the Horse. The Lunar New Year
is celebrated on the New Moon of the 1st day
of the year and ends on the Full Moon 15
days later. It is popularly recognized as the
Spring Festival, and is celebrated just before
planting begins in the spring, with hopes for a
good harvest in the coming year. Family is a
major focus of the celebration, especially on
New Year’s Eve and New Year’s day. A ritual
paying homage to ancestors is performed in
order to unite living family members with those
who have departed. Much respect is paid to
these ancestors who were responsible for lay-
ing the foundations for the fortune and glory of
their families. The festivities conclude with the
Lantern Festival, on the last night of the cele-
bration, consisting of a parade of people car-
rying lanterns, and of young men performing a
dragon dance.

In San Francisco, the Chinese-American
community is a vital, historic and vibrant com-
ponent of our world-renowned diversity. Chi-
nese-Americans have played a significant role
in all aspects of American life including our
arts, education, sports, medicine, religion, and
politics. Recognition of these gifts and of the
cultural diversity in America today was re-
cently symbolized when once again the United
States Postal Service issued its annual com-
memorative stamp honoring the wonderful tra-
dition of the Chinese New Year. I am honored
to participate in Chinese New Year celebra-
tions, and I wish all a Gong Hay Fat Choy.
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INDIA: CANDIDATE FOR A
TERRORIST STATE

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA
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Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, it is
disappointing to note that India’s actions of
late have had the effect of undermining our
war against terrorism. India’s massive military
buildup has forced Pakistan to pull troops
away from the Afghan border, creating a po-
tential opportunity for Taliban and Al Qaeda
leaders to escape.

India claims that this act is in response to
Pakistan’s failure to turn over alleged terrorists
to them, but Pakistan has been cracking down

on terrorists and has jailed many of them so
far. It will not turn over non-Indians to India,
however. India also blames Pakistan for the
attack on its parliament, even though India
has a record of committing acts of terrorism in
the guise of various minorities. Two inde-
pendent investigations have proven that they
did so in Chithisinghpora in March 2000, when
they murdered 35 sikhs. The book Soft Target
asserts that the Indian government was re-
sponsible for shooting down an Air India air-
liner in 1985, killing 329 people. In addition,
India created the militant Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), which our government
has labeled a ‘‘terrorist organization,’’ and put
up its leaders in Delhi’s finest hotel, according
to India Today, India’s leading newsmagazine.
Internet journalist Justin Raimondo has re-
ported that Defense Minister George
Fernandes supplied money and arms to the
LTTE. On January 2, columnist Tony Blankley,
writing in the Washington Times, reported that
the Indian government sponsors cross-border
terrorism in the Pakistani province of Sindh.

The time has come for India to release its
political prisoners. According to the Movement
Against State Repression (MASR), India ad-
mitted to holding 52,268 Sikhs as political pris-
oners in ‘‘the world’s largest democracy.’’ In
addition, according to Amnesty International,
tens of thousands of other minorities are also
being held in jail.

India has also been guilty of terrorism
against the minorities within its own borders.
The newspaper Hitavada reported on Novem-
ber 1994 that the Indian government paid $1.5
billion to the late governor of Punjab, Surendra
Nath, to foment terrorist activity in Kashmir
and Punjab, Khalistan.

If we are going to win the war on terrorism,
we must eliminate it wherever it shows up.
That includes countries that claim to be demo-
cratic. I call on the White House to urge India
to end its support for terrorism. In addition, it
is time to cut off U.S. aid to India and to de-
clare our support for a free and fair plebiscite
in Punjab, Khalistan, in Christian Nagaland, in
Kashmir, and in the other minority nations
under Indian occupation on the subject of
independence.

Mr. Speaker, on January 7, the Council of
Khalistan published a press release urging
that India be declared a terrorist state. I would
like to place it into the RECORD at this time.

[Press Release from the Council of
Khalistan, Jan. 7, 2002]

DECLARE INDIA A TERRORIST NATION—IT
SPONSORS DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL
TERROR

INDIA MUST FREE OVER 52,000 SIKH POLITICAL
PRISONERS

WASHINGTON, DC.—‘‘The time has come to
declare India a terrorist nation,’’ Dr. Gurmit
Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of
Khalistan, said today. The Council of
Khalistan leads the Sikh Nation’s struggle
for independence and is the government pro
tempore of Khalistan, the Sikh homeland,
which declared its independence from India
on October 7, 1987. ‘‘India pays lip service to
the war on terrorism, but it is a terrorist na-
tion itself,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘If America is
committed to eradicating terrorism every-
where, that must include India, a major
sponsor of international and domestic ter-
rorism,’’ Dr. Aulakh said.

Columnist Tony Blankley, writing in the
Washington Times on January 2, wrote that
India sponsors cross-border terrorism in the
Pakistani province of Sindh. Internet jour-

nalist Justin Raimondo recently reported
that Indian Defense Minister George
Fernandes raised money for the militant
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
which the U.S. government has labelled as a
‘‘terrorist organization,’’ and provided arms
for them. Journalist Tavleen Singh, writing
in India Today, India’s premier newsmaga-
zine, reported that the Indian government
created the LTTE and put up its leaders in
the finest hotel in Delhi.

The Deccan Chronicle reported on Decem-
ber 14 that the Indian government knew of
the terrorist attack on its Parliament, which
killed 13 people, in advance and that the gov-
ernment did nothing to stop it. No Members
of Parliament were killed in the attack, but
the victims were lower-caste people. This
shows government involvement in the inci-
dent. India seeks to use this attack as a pre-
text for a war against Pakistan. Indian cabi-
net members have said that Pakistan should
be incorporated into India. ‘‘Sikhs and
Kashmiris will be the main victims of war,’’
said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘This is part of India’s de-
sign. India is putting the stability of the en-
tire South Asian region at risk for its own
hegemonic ambitions,’’ he said.

‘‘We condemn terrorism in all forms, wher-
ever it comes from,’’ he said. ‘‘It is time for
India to release more than 52,000 Sikh polit-
ical prisoners and the tens of thousands of
other political prisoners and end its repres-
sion,’’ Dr. Aulakh said . . . According to a
report in May by the Movement Against
State Repression, India admitted that 52,268
Sikh political prisoners are rotting in Indian
jails without charge or trial. Many have been
in illegal custody since 1984. ‘‘I call on the
Sikh leadership in Punjab to stop making
coalitions with the Indian government and
work for freedom for the Sikhs and the other
minority nations of South Asia,’’ he said.

The book Soft Target, written by two re-
spected Canadian journalists, shows that the
Indian government blew up its own airliner
in 1985 to provide a pretext for more repres-
sion against Sikhns. In November 1994, the
newspaper Hitavada reported that the gov-
ernment paid the late governor of Punjab,
Surendra Nath, $1.5 billion to generate ter-
rorist activity in Punjab and Kashmir. The
Indian government has murdered over 250,000
Sikhs since 1984. Over 75,000 Kashmiri Mus-
lims have been killed since 1988. In May, In-
dian troops were caught red-handed trying to
set fire to a Gurdwara (a Sikh temple) and
some Sikh houses in Kashmir. Two inde-
pendent investigations have proven that the
Indian government carried out the March
2000 massacre of 35 Sikhs in Chithisinghpora.
In August 1999, U.S. Congressman Dana
Rohrabacher said that for Sikhs, Kashmiri
Muslims, and other minorities ‘‘India might
as well be Nazi Germany.’’

India has also repressed Christians. More
than 200,000 Christians have been killed since
1947. Priests have been murdered, nuns have
been raped, churches have been burned.
Christian schools and prayer halls have been
destroyed, and no one has been punished for
these acts. Militant Hindu fundamentalists
allied with the RSS, the pro-Fascist parent
organization of the ruling BJP, burned mis-
sionary Graham Staines and his two young
sons to death. In 1997, police broke up a
Christian religious festival by firing their
weapons at it.

‘‘Now is the time for Sikhs, Kashmiris,
Nagas, and other nations to claim their free-
dom,’’ he said. ‘‘Now is the time for a
Shantmai Morcha (peaceful agitation) for
the independence of Khalistan,’’ he said. ‘‘If
India is truly the democracy it claims, then
it should allow a free and fair vote on this
issue,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘Sikhs are a sepa-
rate nation and ruled Punjab up to 1849 when
the British annexed Punjab. The nations and
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peoples of South Asia must have self-deter-
mination now.’’
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Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, as Asians all
over the world prepare to celebrate the lunar
New Year, I would like to extend good wishes
to all my Asian constituents and friends. I
would especially like to wish Taiwan President
Chen Shui-bian and the people of Taiwan
good luck in this year of the Horse, along with
continuing economic success and meaningful
political reforms.

Since President Chen’s inauguration in May
2000, he has made many gestures of good
will. This includes encouraging Beijing to start
meaningful discussions between Taiwan and
Chinese mainland on the issues separating
them. It is my hope that both Taiwan and the
Chinese mainland will soon begin a dialogue
on reunification, leading to a peaceful co-exist-
ence, hence, maintaining stability and pros-
perity in the Asia-Pacific region.

Also, I would like to extend my good wishes
to President Chen’s new cabinet. Mr. Yu Skyi-
kun has been appointed the new premier. Mr.
Yu possess a wide range of administrative ex-
perience and diplomatic skills which will help
bring all political factions together. Other top
cabinet posts includes Dr. Lee Ying-yuan,
former deputy representative to the United
States. In his new role as Secretary-General
of the Executive Yuan, Dr. Lee will keep rela-
tions between the executive and the legislative
branch working smoothly. Another excellent
cabinet choice is the new foreign minister Dr.
Eugene Chin. Before appointment, he was a
diplomat and in previous administrations, he
was Minister of Transportation and of Environ-
mental Protection. Last but not least, my best
wishes go to Ambassador C.J. Chen. A distin-
guished career diplomat, he is Taiwan’s chief
representative in Washington. He is indus-
trious, courteous, and more importantly, expe-
rienced. His briefings are crisp, witty, and well-
informed. Like many of my colleagues on the
Hill, I enjoy working with both him and his
knowledgeable and friendly staff. They are
wonderful representatives for the Republic of
China on Capitol Hill.

Again, my best wishes in the coming year.
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Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to mark a sad development in my district. I re-
cently learned that one of Colorado’s great
educators will be retiring at the end of the cur-
rent school year. Mrs. Barb Vogel will soon be
leaving her post at Highline Community Ele-
mentary School in Aurora, Colorado. Barb is
an outstanding teacher in all respects, but her

passion to end slavery around the world, Mr.
Speaker, has given me great strength during
my short time here in Congress.

Mrs. Vogel and her class of fourth and fifth
graders learned of the slave trade in Southern
Sudan in 1998 after reading an article about it.
Her students, outraged at the realization that
slavery still exists in the world today, began to
raise money to free Sudanese slaves by man-
ning lemonade stands and collecting change
in a jar. In remarkably little time, Mrs. Vogel’s
‘‘little abolitionists’’ had raised enough money
to free one thousand slaves. The class formed
the ‘‘Slavery That Oppresses People (STOP)’’
campaign to help educate students around the
world about the horror of slavery as it still ex-
ists in Sudan and elsewhere.

When I first came to this body, determined
to try to do something about the horrific war in
Sudan, remarkably few of my colleagues knew
the details of the conflict or the extent of the
suffering taking place there. The STOP group
has helped immeasurably in the fight against
that lack of awareness, with two trips to Wash-
ington, including one to give testimony to the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and one
to meet with senior administration officials.

I cannot help but wonder, Mr. Speaker,
whether the efforts of Barb Vogel and the
STOP campaign have done more to free
Sudan from slavery and oppression than have
three years of legislative and diplomatic wran-
gling. In the process of doing so, Barb suc-
ceeded in teaching scores of her students that
a determined few who are willing to work hard
can change the hearts and minds of millions.
It is no small feat that she helped her students
to prove to the world that one need not be rich
or powerful or even grown-up to take a stand
against evil.

I have no doubt that the work of the STOP
Campaign, led by Mrs. Vogel, will continue
after she leaves the classroom in June, and
for that, Mr. Speaker, we should all be grate-
ful. I wish Mrs. Vogel the happiest of retire-
ment, for she has certainly earned it.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize NBC affiliate KSEE 24 and
its Portraits of Success program celebrating
African-American History Month. Currently in
its eighth year, this program combines public
service announcements, a five-part news se-
ries, and an awards luncheon to recognize the
contributions of distinguished local leaders.
This year’s honorees are Reuben Phillips, Britt
King, Bessie Miller, Walter Pierce, and Dr.
Mae Rogers.

Reuben Phillips has worked in and served
Fresno since he opened his auto part sales
store in 1946. Phillips became the first African-
American to serve in Fresno’s Finance Depart-
ment in 1977. He has also volunteered at 25
disaster sites with the Fresno-Madera Chapter
of the American Red Cross.

Britt King was named the women’s basket-
ball head coach at California State University,
Fresno in 1998. Since then she has been
building a winning program and bringing talent

to the team from all over the Nation. King’s
impressive resume includes being named
Providence College Athlete of the Year in
1986 and Black Coaches’ Sports Magazine’s
Coach of the Year in 1995.

Bessie Miller encourages young people to
achieve their dreams through her work as
Senior Advisor with Leadership West Fresno.
Miller is a Site Manager for the State of Cali-
fornia Employment Development Department.
She has developed a great rapport with the
youth and helps them find the motivation they
need to succeed.

Walter Pierce began his work at Fresno
State as the university’s first affirmative action
director. He works through the Office of Advis-
ing Services to help students reach their aca-
demic goals. Pierce also serves the Athletic
Department as an advisor to athletes and a
mentor to coaches.

Dr. Mae Rogers began an after-school
multi-level learning program during her work
with the Affordable Housing Development
Corp. Rogers now works with community
school students ordered by the court to find an
alternative school program.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commend KSEE
24 for their Portraits of Success program and
honor Reuben Phillips, Britt King, Bessie Mil-
ler, Waler Pierce, and Dr. Mae Rogers for the
work they have done in the community. I invite
my colleagues to join me in wishing these
honorees many more years of continued suc-
cess.
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Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Lansdowne Volunteer Fire Asso-
ciation #1, Inc. on their 100th anniversary.

In response to several local fires that need-
lessly consumed area homes, citizens of
Lansdowne gathered together on February 14,
1902 and resolved to create their own fire de-
partment that would protect and preserve the
safety and well-being of the entire community.
And so, began the history of the Lansdowne
Volunteer Fire Association—a history rich with
examples of determination, courage, and
above all, selflessness.

The Association’s members have responded
to the call of duty whenever their community,
their neighboring community, or their nation
needed them. They exemplify the virtues of
citizenship. No blizzard, no hurricane, no dis-
aster was ever too great to hinder the mem-
bers from serving their neighbors.

To this day, the spirit of community that
sparked its founders burns relentlessly among
the members of the Lansdowne Volunteer Fire
Association. I hope my colleagues will join me
in saluting the bravery and fortitude that is the
essence of the Lansdowne Volunteer Fire As-
sociation’s service.
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