June 19, 2002

HONORING COLONEL JAMES E.
PALLAS III, INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL OF THE DEFENSE COM-
MISSARY AGENCY ON THE OCCA-
SION OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a true American patriot who has com-
mitted his entire career in the service of the
American people. Colonel James E. Pallas lIl,
United States Air Force, is retiring from duty
bringing to a close his admirable 30-year mili-
tary career.

A 1970 graduate of the University of Geor-
gia, Colonel Pallas has served his country in
the extreme temperatures of the globe as di-
rector of housing and services for the Alaskan
Air Command Headquarters, at Elmendorf
AFB, Alaska, and as food and service officer
for the 43rd Combat Support Group, at Ander-
sen AFB, Guam. During his distinguished
service Colonel Pallas was awarded the Le-
gion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal
with four oak leaf clusters, the Joint Services
Commendation Medal, the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster,
and the Humanitarian Service Medal with sec-
ond device.

In his most recent assignment Colonel Pal-
las served as inspector general for the De-
fense Commissary Agency, Fort Lee, Virginia.
In this position Colonel Pallas was responsible
for inquiring into and reporting on matters af-
fecting mission performance and the state of
the economy, efficiency, discipline, and morale
within an agency that controls the procure-
ment, distribution and sales of a worldwide
food supplier to our military and their families.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today as the Represent-
ative of the citizens of Virginia's 4th District to
congratulate Colonel Pallas on his magnificent
career and to thank him for his long service to
America. Please join me in wishing Colonel
Pallas happiness for the future and thank him
for his dutiful dedication to the United States
of America.

———

IN HONOR OF THE NORTH
BETHESDA MIDDLE SCHOOL

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and congratulate the students, faculty,
and parents of the North Bethesda Middle
School on a meaningful and exciting achieve-
ment. Over the past 6 years, the North Be-
thesda Middle School community has col-
lected over 10,000 new and used books to do-
nate to needy children in Montgomery County
and throughout the greater Washington area.

This year alone, the program donated over
2,000 books to disadvantaged children in their
fight against illiteracy. The school community
has been recognized for their charitable efforts
by the Montgomery County Sentinel and by
many other local organizations. Today | add
my voice to all those saying “thank you” to the
North Bethesda Middle School community for
all their hard work.
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These students, teachers, and parents un-
derstand that excellent reading skills and a
quality education are the cornerstones of a
young person’s upbringing and development.
The students of North Bethesda have already
had a profound impact on the lives of children
they may not ever meet. Their pure sense of
charity, compassion, and concern should in-
spire all of us.

As a former teacher, | believe that each one
of us can have an impact on a young person’s
future. It is my hope that through the continu-
ation of this successful program, and others
like it, the lives of disadvantaged children
around the country will be forever changed for
the better.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage all members of
the education community to look towards this
wonderful and successful effort as an example
of an outstanding educational initiative. | en-
courage all young Americans seeking to serve
their community to follow these students’ lead.
Again, Mr. Speaker, | congratulate everyone at
North Bethesda Middle School, especially
Principal Joan Carroll, and thank them all for
their work on this great project.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DALE
ORENDORFF

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sol-
emn heart that | take this opportunity to pay
respect at the passing of Dale Orendorff, who
died unexpectedly at the age of 79. Dale be-
came a pillar of the Montrose, Colorado com-
munity after relocating there in 1984 and, as
his family mourns his loss, | think it is appro-
priate to remember him at this time and pay
tribute to the contributions he made to Colo-
rado throughout his life.

Dale Orendorff was born on September 7,
1922 in Columbus, Nebraska, the son of John
and Loa Mabel Bernard. He spent his forma-
tive years in Central City, Nebraska, where he
received his elementary schooling. One day
after the historic Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor, Dale proudly heeded the call to de-
fend our nation, enrolling in the United States
Army Air Corps at the age of 19. His service
to our nation in time of war served as a testa-
ment to the character of a man whose devo-
tion to family and country was evident to all of
those who crossed his path.

Dale was a shining example of civic-minded
devotion to his community. He was a member
of the Methodist Church of Montrose, as well
as Elks Lodge No. 1053. An avid outdoors-
man, Dale’s love of fishing dated back to his
youth. As he grew older, he took up the game
of golf, which became one of his favorite avo-
cations.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to pay tribute
to Dale Orendorff for his contributions to the
Montrose community. His dedication to family,
friends and community certainly deserves the
recognition of this body of Congress. Although
Dale has left us, his good-natured spirit lives
on through the lives of those he touched. |
would like to extend my thoughts and deepest
sympathies to Dale’s family and friends during
this difficult time.
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COMMENDING SUPERVISOR DON
KNABE

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to commend Supervisor Don Knabe,
who was first elected to the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors in November of
1996. He ran unopposed for his second term
and was re-elected in March of 2000. Don is
the first chief-of-staff ever elected to the Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors.

A community leader for 30 years, Don is
noted for his attention to detail and ability to
see the overall big picture. The strength of his
grassroots support and considerable experi-
ence in local government have made him a
highly regarded voice, not only at home in the
fourth district, but in both Sacramento and
Washington, DC.

Don is currently the chairman of the South-
ern California Regional Airport Authority and
also represents the County of Los Angeles on
the Southern California Regional Rail Authority
(Metrolink), the Alameda Corridor Transpor-
tation Authority, and the Large Urban County
Caucus of the National Association of Coun-
ties (NACo). He also serves on the Board of
Directors for the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (MTA). In addition to various other
appointments and commissions, Don is an ex-
ecutive board member of the California State
Association of Counties (CSAC) and a mem-
ber of the Asian Business League and L.A.
Care Board of Governors.

Before joining the U.S. Navy as a young
man, Don earned a bachelor's degree in busi-
ness administration from Graceland University
in Lamoni, lowa. Shortly after receiving his
honorable discharge, he moved west to Cali-
fornia, where he met his wife, Julie, and set-
tled in the city of Cerritos.

Don spent 2 years as a member of the
Cerritos Planning Commission before being
elected to the Cerritos City Council in 1980.
He served as a councilman for 8 years, includ-
ing two terms as mayor, and was a leader in
the development and implementation of the
city’'s General Plan during a time of unprece-
dented economic expansion. Today, Cerritos
is regarded as a national model of sensible
growth.

Don Knabe has truly exemplified every as-
pect of what it entails to serve the diverse
needs of the district's two million constituents.
Thank you, Don, for your hard work and will-
ingness to make such an outstanding dif-
ference in the lives of many Americans.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF ALICIA IRMA
BONILLA

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the numerous contributions of one of
my constituents, Mrs. Alicia Irma Bonilla.

Mrs. Bonilla has served the students and
schools in the city of Azusa for over 40 years
through countless hours of volunteer service.
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Her years of dedicated service have made a
significant improvement in our schools and our
community.

While working full time at the Good Samari-
tan Credit Union, Mrs. Bonilla also managed
to be involved in schools such as Valleydale
Elementary, Ellington Elementary, Center Mid-
dle School, Foothill Middle School and Glad-
stone High School. For the past two years,
Mrs. Bonilla has served as Azusa Council Par-
ent Teacher Association (PTA) President and
the past 6 years at First District PTA. Mrs.
Bonilla has also contributed her time to the
Girl Scouts, Little League, Helping Hand, and
Azusa Youth Programs. Her years of hard
work and dedication earned her the pres-
tigious PTA Golden Oak Award and Lifetime
Achievement Award.

In addition to working witii the city’s youth,
Mrs. Bonilla has contributed her time to local
community and senior organizations like the
Azusa Golden Days Activities, UMAYPA,
Healthy Start Families, and Azusa Citizens’
Congress. Mrs. Bonilla has also served as a
religious education teacher, financial council
secretary and Eucharistic minister for Our
Lady of Guadalupe Church since it opened its
doors 35 years ago.

Mrs. Bonilla and her husband Joseph have
four grown daughters, Carol, Sandra, Annette
and Terri, who have gone through the Azusa
Unified School District. Mrs. Bonilla is a role
model to many children, including her own.
Her youngest daughter, Terri, currently dedi-
cates numerous hours to our schools and
community.

Mrs. Bonilla is a woman who has served our
community with her heart, mind and soul.
Countless families have benefited from her
kindness and generosity. | am thankful to Mrs.
Bonilla for her commitment to our community
and would like to honor her today.

EXPLAINING SEPTEMBER 11TH TO
FUTURE 4TH GRADERS

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | commend the
following letter to you and all of our col-
leagues. Nicole Jean-Marie Bansen read this
letter at the Lindenhurst Memorial Day Cere-
mony on May 27, 2002. An elementary school
student from Long Island, Nicole directed the
letter to future 4th graders so that they might
better understand September 11 based on her
own experience. Like Nicole, | believe that we
must help preserve the memory of that tragic
day by sharing our stories with future genera-
tions.

DEAR FUTURE FOURTH GRADER, September
11, 2001 was a tragic day. I'm writing this let-
ter to tell you what really happened. I was in
school when it happened. That was the day
that jet planes hit the Twin Towers, and
soon both collapsed. Tower One was hit first.
Within the next hour, Tower Two was also
hit. Time seemed to freeze. Everyone just
stopped what they were doing to see what
happened in disbelief It was like a nightmare
coming true!

When I found out what had happened, my
heart felt like it was shattered, just like the
Twin Towers. After school, my brother and
Mom told me to watch the news. I turned on
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the television and saw both planes crashing
into the Twin Towers. A friend of our fam-
ily’s worked on the 72nd floor of Tower One,
I was afraid that he might be killed, like so
many others. He made it out of the building
in minutes before it collapsed!

I was affected by this tragedy in a sad way
because I will not see the Twin Towers any-
more, and so many innocent people died. In
the future, people should never forget this
day, and always remember all the people who
died. I believe parents should tell their chil-
dren the truth about what happened when
they are old enough to understand, so they
aren’t frightened. Your friends and you will
learn about this day in your Social Studies
class in school, if your parents didn’t already
tell you about it.

I hope this terrorist act never happens
again. Hopefully you will never know the
‘‘evil”’ word, terrorism. But, if something
like this does happen again, I am sure that
everyone will be very sad. I am so glad to be
an American, because of our freedom and
people staying united through difficult
times.

Sincerely.
NICOLE JEAN-MARIE BANSEN.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MOUNTAIN
STATES LEGAL FOUNDATION

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to the
Mountain States Legal Foundation, an organi-
zation that has selflessly led efforts to sustain
and improve the interests of the community. |
applaud the efforts of each and every indi-
vidual that made it possible to build the new
foundation’s headquarters.

The Legal Foundation celebrates its 25th
anniversary by dedicating its new head-
quarters on June 6, 2002. The vision and de-
termination of MSLF, has produced a state of
the art, professional building, located in the
suburbs of Denver, Colorado. MSLF was es-
tablished to advocate the quest for free enter-
prise and maintain the country’s laws estab-
lished and preserved by the Constitution. On
June 6th, their 25th birthday, | pay tribute to
MSLF’'s accomplishments and relocation to
their new location.

MSLF extends its outreach to the commu-
nities and businesses seeking assistance.
Many of MSLF’s activities include conservation
and preservation of our natural resources and
environment. MSLF has assisted in the fight to
preserve and protect our wetlands and na-
tional forests. MSLF has defended our rights
and liberties within the judiciary system. It is
because of foundations and organizations like
MSLF, that we are able to live in this nation
of freedom.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride | honor
such an outstanding organization before this
body of Congress and this nation. The Moun-
tain States Legal Foundation contributes so
much to our nation and community, it is fitting
they celebrate 25 wonderful years. Thank you
to all individuals who worked hard and dili-
gently to reach these outstanding achieve-
ments.

June 19, 2002

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT JOSE M.
LOPEZ

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay tribute
to a special South Texan, Sergeant Jose M.
Lopez, recipient of a World War 1l Congres-
sional Medal of Honor. For his courageous
and selfless actions on the battlefield, this
man is truly a great American patriot.

In response to the call of duty, Sergeant
Lopez almost single handedly engineered his
company's successful withdrawal under heavy
enemy small arms fire near Krinkelt, Belgium
on December 17, 1944. On his own initiative,
he repeatedly repositioned his heavy machine
gun to critical points along his company line,
which led to over one hundred enemy deaths
and saved the lives of numerous American
soldiers. For these efforts, Sergeant Lopez de-
serves the admiration and gratitude of the
American people.

It is especially appropriate that we honor
this soldier today on America’s Independence
Day. Although the American colonists were
victorious in the revolutionary war two hundred
nineteen years ago, the American pursuit of
liberty did not end there. Throughout the past
two centuries, young Americans like Sergeant
Lopez have fought to preserve our country’s
values both inside and outside its borders. In
this struggle, one of our most valuable re-
sources has been our soldiers and their dedi-
cation to upholding American ideals.

This July 4th, as we celebrate the birth of
our beloved nation and all it means to us in
the 21st century, we must acknowledge the
brave and selfless actions of dedicated Amer-
ican soldiers like Sergeant Lopez. Through his
courageous military service, Sergeant Lopez
has done his part to ensure that America may
celebrate its independence year after year.

This year, we will honor Sergeant Lopez
with a statue in front of the Veterans Memorial
Bridge in Brownsville, Texas, to commemorate
his contribution to American military history.
Thanks to brave soldiers like Sergeant Lopez,
we retain our freedom and we protect democ-
racy around the world. | ask all my colleagues
to join me in commending Sergeant Lopez’'s
sacrifice for our nation.

———

HONORING STAN ROGER
ARTERBERRY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA

HON. DOUG OSE

OF CALIFORNIA

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
we rise today to recognize Stan Roger
Arterberry who is resigning as Superintendent-
President of Solano Community College after
eight years of distinguished service to the
community.

Mr. Arterberry began his career with the
California Community Colleges in 1974 as an
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