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through practical projects that will help build
up the Afghan people.

MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE
ON H.R. 2215, THE 218T CENTURY
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AP-
PROPRIATIONS AUTHORIZATION
ACT

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2002

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | commend
Chairman SENSENBRENNER for defending this
committee’s jurisdiction and for his bipartisan-
ship. Congress has not authorized the Depart-
ment of Justice in more than 20 years, instead
leaving the responsibility to the appropriators
to decide what DOJ programs should be au-
thorized and their maximum funding level; this
conference will express the views of the au-
thorizing committees about how they should
operate.

For example, both the House and Senate
bills recognize the importance of helping vic-
tims of violence and preserving congressional
oversight of prosecutorial activities. They give
the Violence Against Women Office more au-
tonomy so that it may better serve female vic-
tims of violence. They also require the Depart-
ment to report to Congress when they wiretap
computers, agree to settlements, and make
certain decisions about enforcing Federal stat-
utes. These reports will make it easier for
Congress to see how the laws we enact are
being interpreted and how they should be
changed, it at all.

In the end, | hope this conference is a pre-
cursor to more active congressional involve-
ment in the running of the Justice Department.

———

RETIREMENT SECURITY FOR ALL
AMERICANS

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2002

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, in the past sev-
eral weeks, we've witnessed how rapidly a
company can fall from prosperity into bank-
ruptcy. Due to deceptive accounting and bad
investments, Enron’s road from being the
country’s seventh largest company to declar-
ing bankruptcy was one of the fastest in his-
tory. In roughly a year, the value of Enron’s
stock—once considered a sure thing—plum-
meted from a high of $90 to just pennies.

The collapse of Enron has reminded us of
one thing we already knew: the stock market
can be volatile and unpredictable. It should
confirm for us another truth: we shouldn’t put
our retirement security solely in the hands of
the market.

The most tragic part of the Enron story is
the loss of retirement savings for thousands of
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employees and retirees who had invested
heavily in their employer’s stock. These inves-
tors lost billions of dollars in pension plans
that were, on average, comprised mostly of
Enron stock. Some retirees saw all of their
million-dollar life savings disappear in a matter
of days—forcing them to sell their homes and
other family assets to support themselves in
their later years.

The Enron case has proven to us that what
looks like a good investment—even what
stockbrokers and analysts insist is a ‘“strong
buy”—can be a disaster in disguise. Current
and former Enron employees had every rea-
son to trust that their investment in their em-
ployer’'s stock was going to pay off. The com-
pany reported quarter after quarter of rising
profits and just a month before the company
reported a $638 million quarterly loss, its
chairman was reassuring investors that
Enron’s third quarter report was ‘“looking
great.” Investors had no way of knowing that
their employer’s stock was about to begin a
rapid decline that would wipe out their life sav-
ings.

It is deceptions like this, and illusive ac-
counting practices that shield a company’'s
true value, that remind us of the dangers of
privatizing Social Security. In the last few
years, there has been a continued push for
changes in the Social Security program that
would allow people to invest a portion of their
Social Security benefits in the stock market.
Yet the collapse of promising companies like
Enron—whose case proves that getting good
investment advice is not always enough—has
illustrated the dangers of this proposal.

Furthermore, not every economic downturn
comes with warning signs. Events happen, like
the attacks of September 11, that rock sectors
of our economy overnight. Investing in the
stock market is always a gamble—and it's a
gamble that we shouldn’t make with Social
Security. For generations, Social Security has
been the foundation of a secure retirement for
every American—that's why it's called Social
Security. We should not take any actions
which will threaten the stability of this founda-
tion.

The fall of Enron has also taught us that we
do not have adequate laws on the books to
protect the pensions of private employees.
When Congress enacted our pension laws in
1974, 401(k) plans did not exist. Today, one-
third of the workforce has a 401(k) plan.
Often, these plans include a 50 percent em-
ployer match of a worker's investment, and
some companies, like Enron, offer this match
in the form of company stock. But Enron’'s
workers didn’t know the true financial health of
their company, and many did not act to diver-
sify their stock portfolios when they had the
chance. It is party because the 401(k) plans of
Enron employees were invested heavily in
Enron stock—and because a change in plan
administration prohibited employers from sell-
ing this stock during crucial days when the
price was falling—that so many workers lost
their life savings.

This is more than unfair—it is unconscion-
able. We cannot sit back and do nothing while
corporate executives run off with the life sav-
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ings of their loyal employees. This week, | am
introducing legislation to promote the diver-
sification of 401(k) plans and help prevent an-
other Enron disaster. My bill will require that
companies and 401(k) plan administrators fully
and accurately disclose the economic health
of 401(k) investments. In addition, it will en-
sure that workers receive information about
their options to diversify their investments.
Employees should never be kept in the dark
about the financial health of their retirement
plans or any measures they could be taking to
protect their investments. This is about more
than getting a return on investments—it is
about the right to retire financially secure.

In the days and months ahead, | will be
fighting to ensure that the retirement security
of working Americans is protected. If we've
learned anything from Enron, it is that we can-
not afford to entrust our retirement savings to
the whims of the stock market. We know
enough about what went wrong to protect So-
cial Security from the dangers of privatization
and reform our pension laws. This is not the
first time companies have closed up and taken
their workers’ pension plans with them. This
has happened with other corporations—and
much smaller businesses.

We save all of our working lives with the ex-
pectation that we will be able to retire with
peace and dignity. Enron employees—and
many others—have been robbed of this prom-
ise. We can't let that happen again. We need
to take a stand for these workers.

TANF REAUTHORIZATION

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2002

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, as we move to-
ward reauthorization of TANF, | join my col-
leagues as a cosponsor of the TANF Reau-
thorization Act of 2001 (H.R. 3113). This bill
recognizes the need to build upon what has
worked from the 1996 law in order to further
reduce poverty in our country.

We live in the land of opportunity, and those
opportunities are founded in education. Higher
levels of education mean higher earnings. Un-
fortunately, the current welfare law closes this
door on TANF recipients by limiting their ac-
cess to education. TANF rules not only limit
access to education, but also fail to reward
States which develop such innovative pro-
grams. Research in my State of California
found that while only 12 percent of recipients
in Los Angeles participate in education and
training activities, these participants enjoyed
earnings almost 40 percent higher than those
of untrained recipients after 5 years.

Many TANF recipients want to invest in their
own futures by pursuing higher education that
will lead to higher paying jobs. This bill en-
sures that when people take the initiative to
pursue their education, we will not be a road
block to their success.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
February 7, 2002 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

FEBRUARY 8

9:30 a.m.
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings on the nomination of
Nancy Dorn, of Texas, to be Deputy Di-
rector of the Office of Management and
Budget.
SD-342
10:30 a.m.
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings on the nomination of
John L. Howard, of Illinois, to be
Chairman of the Special Panel on Ap-
peals; and the nomination of Dan Greg-
ory Blair, of the District of Columbia,
to be Deputy Director of the Office of
Personnel Management.

SD-342
FEBRUARY 11
10 a.m.
Appropriations
Treasury and General Government Sub-
committee

To hold hearings to examine restrictions
of travel to Cuba.

SD-192
1 p.m.
Environment and Public Works
Transportation, Infrastructure, and Nu-

clear Safety Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2003, the Revenue Aligned
Budget Authority (RABA) mechanism,
and budget related reauthorization
issues.
SD-406

FEBRUARY 12

9:30 a.m.
Governmental Affairs
International Security, Proliferation and
Federal Services Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine multilateral
non-proliferation regimes, weapons of
mass destruction technologies, and the
War on Terrorism.
SD-342
Armed Services
To hold hearings on proposed legislation
authorizing funds for fiscal year 2003
for the Department of Defense and the
Future Years Defense Program.
SH-216

Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2003 for the Department of the
Interior, the U. S. Forest Service, and
the Department of Energy.
SD-366
10 a.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To hold oversight hearings to examine
accounting and investor protection
issues raised by Enron and other public
companies.
SD-538
Budget
To resume hearings to examine the
President’s proposed budget request for
fiscal year 2003 and revenue proposals.
SD-608
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine early edu-
cation issues.
SD-430
2:30 p.m.
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine the effects
of the painkiller Oxycontin, focusing
on risks and benefits.
SD-430
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the theft of

American intellectual property at
home and abroad.
SD-419
3 p.m.
Judiciary

Immigration Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine issues sur-
rounding the U.S Refugee Program.
SD-226

FEBRUARY 13

9:30 a.m.
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
To hold hearings on the nominations of
Thomas C. Dorr, of Iowa, to be Under
Secretary of Agriculture for Rural De-
velopment, and Nancy Southard
Bryson, of the District of Columbia, to
be General Counsel of the Department
of Agriculture; and the nominations of
Grace Trujillo Daniel, of California,
and Fred L. Dailey, of Ohio, both to be
Members of the Board of Directors of
the Federal Agricultural Mortgage Cor-
poration, both of the Farm Credit Ad-
ministration.
SH-216
10 a.m.
Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine the applica-
tion of federal antitrust laws to Major
League Baseball.
SD-226
Budget
To continue hearings to examine the
President’s proposed budget request for
fiscal year 2003 and revenue proposals.
SD-608
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2003 for the Department of
Housing and Urban Development.
SD-538
10:15 a.m.
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine future ef-
forts in the U. S. bilateral and multi-
lateral response, focusing on halting
the spread of HIV/AIDS.
SD-419
2 p.m.
Indian Affairs
To hold oversight hearings on the imple-
mentation of the Native American
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Housing Assistance and Self-Deter-
mination Act.
SR-485
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine the limits of
existing laws, focusing on protection
against genetic discrimination.

SD-430
Judiciary
Administrative Oversight and the Courts
Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine.
SD-226

FEBRUARY 14

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings on proposed legislation
authorizing funds for fiscal year 2003
for the Department of Defense, focus-
ing on the results of the Nuclear Post
Review; to be followed by closed hear-
ings (in Room SH-219).
SH-216
10 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2003 for veterans’ programs.
SR-418
Budget
To continue hearings to examine the
President’s proposed budget request for
fiscal year 2003 and revenue proposals.
SD-608
2:30 p.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
National Parks Subcommittee
To hold hearings on S. 202 and H.R. 2440,
to rename Wolf Trap Farm Park for
the Performing Arts as ‘“Wolf Trap Na-
tional Park for the Performing Arts’’;
S. 1051 and H.R. 1456, to expand the
boundary of the Booker T. Washington
National Monument; S. 1061 and H.R.
2238, to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to acquire Fern Lake and the
surrounding watershed in the States of
Kentucky and Tennessee for addition
to Cumberland Gap National Historic
Park; S. 1649, to amend the Omnibus
Parks and Public Lands Management
Act of 1996 to increase the authoriza-
tion of appropriations for the Van-
couver National Historic Reserve and
for the preservation of Vancouver Bar-
racks; S. 1894, to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a special re-
source study to determine the national
significance of the Miami Circle site in
the State of Florida as well as the suit-
ability and feasibility of its inclusion
in the National Park System as part of
Biscayne National Park; and H.R. 2234,
to revise the boundary of the
Tumacacori National Historical Park
in the State of Arizona.
SD-366

FEBRUARY 26

10 a.m.
Indian Affairs
To hold hearings on rulings of the United
States Supreme Court affecting tribal
government powers and authorities.
SD-106
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To resume oversight hearings to examine
accounting and investor protection
issues, focusing on proposals for change
relating to financial reporting by pub-
lic companies, accounting standards,
and oversight of the accounting profes-
sion.
SD-538



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-19T05:59:01-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




