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present for three rollcall votes. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall
votes Nos. 220, 221, and 222.
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A RESOLUTION PRESENTING A
MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO THE
LIFE AND LEGACY OF GER-
TRUDE SCHWAB

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,

Gertrude Schwab was born in Wilmington,
California on November 6, in the year 1926, to
Henry and Anna Viereck; she was the fourth
of nine children; and

Whereas, Gertrude Schwab received her
early education at Avalon Elementary and
Phineas Banning High School in her home-
town of Wilmington, California; and

Whereas, Gertrude Schwab married Bill
Schwab on March 28, in the year 1945, and
from this union were born three sons: Michael,
Frank, and David, seven grandchildren, and
one great-grandchild; and

Whereas, Gertrude Schwab raised her three
sons, taking a strong participatory role in their
upbringing through PTA, Cub Scouts and nu-
merous other family oriented activities; and

Whereas, Gertrude Schwab attended Har-
bor College in Wilmington, earning her Li-
cense of Vocational Nursing graduating on the
Dean’s list in 1973 enabling her to do the work
she loved, caring for those in need at Kaiser
Hospital in Harbor City and Harbor General
Hospital; and

Whereas, Gertrude Schwab dedicated her
life to community activism as a volunteer in-
volved in political and social issues and activi-
ties essential to the advancement of the com-
munity of Wilmington; and

Whereas, Gertrude Schwab was appointed
by the Mayor of Los Angeles in 1993 to a seat
on the Harbor Commission, where she served
with dignity and thoughtfulness for the citizens
of Wilmington, who are most affected by Port
issues; and

Whereas, Gertrude Schwab, through her ad-
vocacy, made Wilmington a better place to
live, touching the lives of countless people, in-
cluding myself.

Now therefore, be it resolved that Congress-
woman JUANITA MILLENDER-MCDONALD proudly
recognizes this woman of dedication, courage,
persistence and wisdom and her distinguished
service to her community.
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MYCHAL JUDGE POLICE AND FIRE
CHAPLAINS PUBLIC SAFETY OF-
FICERS’ BENEFIT ACT OF 2002

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 11, 2002
Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I rise today in strong support of this legislation.
Our nation’s police and fire chaplains serve

their communities each day, often putting their
own lives in danger.

Tragically, on September 11, 2001, some
public safety officers lost their lives responding
to the terrorist attack in New York City.

One brave man, Father Mychal Judge, died
as he was helping victims escape from the
chaos. Unfortunately, his family and the fami-
lies of nine other public safety officers are not
eligible for federal death benefits.

This legislation would change that policy.
While no amount of money will ever replace
what these families have lost, we owe it to
them to do whatever we can to ease any fi-
nancial hardship.

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion and to recognize the bravery of all public
safety officers.
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IN HONOR OF RESCUE HOOK &
LADDER CO. NO. 1

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the officers and members of
Rescue Hook & Ladder Co. No. 1 of Roslyn.
This year, Rescue Hook & Ladder Co. No. 1
will celebrate its 150th anniversary, making it
one of the oldest fire companies in the State
of New York.

Rescue Hook & Ladder Co. No. 1, since the
introduction of its Charter by the Assembly of
the State of New York in 1866, has shown he-
roic dedication to the Roslyn community. It is
this untiring commitment at the moment of ut-
most danger that has forever unified Rescue
Hook & Ladder Co. No. 1 with the families it
so ably protects.

Moreover, the officers and members of Res-
cue Hook & Ladder Co. No. 1 are proud of
their legacy and achievement within the Ros-
lyn community. They are committed to main-
taining their reputation for only the highest
standards long into the future.

To the officers and members of Rescue
Hook & Ladder Co. No. 1 and to the memory
of all the fallen firefighters, who sacrificed their
lives to preserve our freedom during the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in commemorating this his-
toric anniversary.
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PARTICIPATING IN BLUE STAR
SERVICE PROGRAM

HON. ROB SIMMONS
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of the U.S. Armed Forces and the rec-
ognition of their services by emphasizing the
importance of an American tradition, known as
the Blue Star Banner Program. I would also
like to take a moment to praise the American
Legion for their tireless role in promoting tradi-
tions such as this and their endless support of
veterans throughout the years.

The service banner has had a long history
in the United States dating back to World War
I. These banners were displayed in commu-
nities across the nation in homes, businesses,
churches and schools as an indication that a
member of a family or organization was serv-
ing in the U.S. Armed Forces. The blue stars
of these banners were replaced with gold

stars as service-members were killed or died
as a result of war-time injuries.

These banners saw their popularity peak
during World War I and World War II, but have
also been seen during the Korean War, Beirut,
Grenada, Panama, Persian Gulf, Somalia,
Bosnia and Saudi Arabia conflicts.

It is time again, to show our support for the
U.S. Armed Forces. America has found herself
at a time of war due to the events of 9/11. As
a result, our nation has been called once
again to defend and uphold the moral obliga-
tions of freedom and democracy. The need for
patriotism, a shared national unity and pur-
pose directed at our common enemy, has
never been clearer.

I have been given the opportunity to honor
several constituents who are serving in the
Armed Forces. These men are Jason Tinelle,
who currently serves in Bosnia as an infantry
Platoon Sergeant, and TM1 Richard Messick,
who currently serves aboard the USS Hart-
ford. On behalf of the American Legion and a
grateful nation, I presented the Blue Star Ban-
ner to their families and children as a symbol
of their loved ones’ endless dedication and
sacrifice for patriotism and freedom.

I strongly encourage all Members of Con-
gress to honor their constituents by partici-
pating in the Blue Star Service Banner Pro-
gram. Contact your local American Legion Of-
fice and encourage your media to promote this
program and let the public know that this pro-
gram is still strong.

Let’s do everything we can to stand behind
the men and women who are fighting for
America.
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LEGISLATION RESTORING FIRST
AMENDMENT PROTECTIONS OF
RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS
SPEECH

HON. RON PAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce
legislation restoring First amendment protec-
tions of religion and religious speech. For fifty
years, the personal religious freedom of this
nation’s citizens has been infringed upon by
courts that misread and distort the First
amendment. The framers of the Constitution
never in their worst nightmares imagined that
the words, ‘‘Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech . . .’’ would be used to
ban children from praying in school, prohibit
courthouses from displaying the Ten Com-
mandments, or prevent citizens from praying
before football games. The original meaning of
the First amendment was clear on these two
points: The federal government cannot enact
laws establishing one religious denomination
over another, and the federal government can-
not forbid mention of religion, including the
Ten Commandments and references to God.

In case after case, the Supreme Court has
used the infamous ‘‘Separation of Church and
State’’ metaphor to uphold court decisions that
allow the federal government to intrude upon
and deprive citizens of their religious liberty.
This ‘‘separation’’ doctrine is based upon a



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1037
phrase taken out of context from a letter writ-
ten by Thomas Jefferson to the Danbury Bap-
tists on January 1, 1802. In the letter, Jeffer-
son simply reassures the Baptists that the
First amendment would preclude an intrusion
by the federal government into religious mat-
ters between denominations. It is ironic and
sad that a letter defending the principle that
the federal government must stay out of reli-
gious affairs. should be used two hundred
years later to justify the Supreme Court telling
a child that he cannot pray in school!

The Court completely disregards the original
meaning and intent of the First amendment. It
has interpreted the establishment clause to
preclude prayer and other religious speech in
a public place, thereby violating the free exer-
cise clause of the very same First amend-
ment. Therefore, it is incumbent upon Con-
gress to correct this error, and to perform its
duty to support and defend the Constitution.
My legislation would restore First amendment
protections of religion and speech by removing
all religious freedom-related cases from fed-
eral district court jurisdiction, as well as from
federal claims court jurisdiction. The federal
government has no constitutional authority to
reach its hands in the religious affairs of its
citizens or of the several states.

As James Madison said, ‘‘There are more
instances of the abridgement of the freedom
of the people by the gradual and silent en-
croachment of those in power, than by violent
and sudden usurpation.’’ I sincerely hope that
my colleagues will fight against the ‘‘gradual
and silent encroachment’’ of the courts upon
our nation’s religious liberties by supporting
this bill.

f

IN PRAISE OF SPECIAL AGENT
GERARD B. ALEXANDER

HON. FRED UPTON
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002
Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, Special Agent

Gerard B. ‘‘Jerry’’ Alexander recently retired
after 26 years of service to the communities of
Southwest Michigan. An employee of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and as-
signed to the Kalamazoo field office, Jerry was
an asset to the community that will sorely be
missed.

A graduate of American University, Jerry
boasts an impressive law enforcement record
both in the United States as well as the world
at large. Dedicated, intelligent, and respon-
sible, Jerry is a well-rounded law enforcement
official with experience working on numerous
case genres. Jerry specialized in white-collar
crime, an area of law enforcement that he
found especially challenging and prevalent in
our corner of the state of Michigan. His im-
pressive talents and exemplary work ethic are
just two of the qualities that come to mind
when recalling Jerry’s work with the Bureau.

A strong communitarian, Jerry spent much
of his free time as a volunteer in the Kala-
mazoo area. His service as a coach and man-
ager for the West Portage Little League will
not be forgotten by the countless youngsters
who enjoyed a rewarding athletic experience.
Jerry’s love for children also led him to take
an active role in the Portage Central High
School Band, which he supported in numerous
fundraisers.

I would like to take this opportunity to echo
the respect and admiration Jerry Alexander
has gained within the communities of South-
west Michigan. His personal qualities and nu-
merous skills are certain to facilitate success
in all of his future endeavors.
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HONORING FRANCES BACA ON
LAND DONATION TO SANTA FE
NATIONAL FOREST

HON. TOM UDALL
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to announce the Santa Fe National
Forest has received a donation of approxi-
mately 154 acres of private land from Ms.
Frances Baca, of Circleville, Ohio. This unde-
veloped forested land has been in the Baca
family for over 50 years. The Baca property
was the last remaining private parcel of land
in Santa Fe Canyon located within the bound-
aries of the Santa Fe Municipal watershed,
just east of the City of Santa Fe.

Ms. Baca inherited the parcel from her
mother, Antoinette Hanna Baca—the first
woman commissioned Officer in the National
Guard and later appointed Assistant Adjutant
General—who owned a larger parcel in the
watershed but sold part of it to the renowned
artist Randall Davey. Eventually, Randall
Davey left his property and houses to the Au-
dubon Society—which uses the facility as a
conference and education center.

After this donation, either the City of Santa
Fe or the United States of America own all of
the lands within the watershed. With the re-
cent release of the Santa Fe Municipal Water-
shed Management Plan to improve forest con-
ditions through thinning and burning portions
of the municipal watershed, having access to
this property is considered key to the success-
ful implementation of the project.

Among the most valuable assets in northern
New Mexico are its deep-rooted culture and
pristine beauty. Together, they are a large part
of why generation after generation has chosen
to live here and why new neighbors arrive
every day. This new land will only add to
those treasures.

I know how grateful the Santa Fe National
Forest Supervisor Leonard Atencio is for this
generous donation. I, too, want to thank Ms.
Baca for this unprecedented gift on behalf of
all New Mexicans and visitors to the Land of
Enchantment. This land will forever serve as a
testament to the legacy of your family and
symbolizes the special connection that our citi-
zens feel to the land.
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TRIBUTE TO VICTOR WAHBY, MD,
DIRECTOR OF THE VA-MEDICAL
MUSICAL GROUP

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to a distinguished and unique individual—
Victor S. Wahby, M.D., Ph.D., founder and di-
rector of the VA-National Medical Musical

Group, the largest medical chorale and sym-
phony orchestra in America. The musicians of
this award-winning group are healers and
medical clinicians, scientists or medical admin-
istrators by profession, but they are all also
extremely talented and well-trained musicians.
They embrace Dr. Wahby’s vision of ‘‘music
that heals.’’

A renaissance man, Dr. Wahby is a physi-
cian, scientist, musician, poet, and a leading
medical practitioner and administrator at the
Veterans’ Health Administration in Wash-
ington, DC. Dr. Wahby has had an extraor-
dinary career. In his younger years at the
Mayo Clinic, he provided critical medical care
to such notables as the Rev. Billy Graham, Dr.
Charles Malik and Corrie Ten Boom. Subse-
quently, while on faculty of Yale University, he
published research on the hormonal correlates
of depression and appetite. In his current posi-
tion as a leading VA physician-executive, he
has received many national recognitions. Just
this year he and his team won the prestigious
Government Executive Technology Award, the
e-gov Pioneer Award, the Knowledge Manage-
ment World Award, as well as numerous oth-
ers.

Mr. Speaker, in 1996 Dr. Wahby and the
VA-National Medical Musical Group initiated a
unique patriotic event that has become an an-
nual tradition here on Capitol Hill—the Con-
gressional Flag Day Concert. This program of
word and music is sponsored by the prayer
breakfast organizations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate. It is held on or
around Flag Day (June 14) for the past six
years. The seventh in this annual concert se-
ries will take place tomorrow, Thursday, June
13, at 1:00 p.m. in the Cannon Caucus Room.

The Congressional Flag Day Concerts have
been embraced by members of both houses
of the Congress and their staff, and it has en-
joyed wide public support and strong media in-
terest. Many leaders from different fields and
varied backgrounds have endorsed and par-
ticipated in this program, which emphasizes
national healing and unity. I have personally
had the honor of participating in several of
these concerts, and I always come away en-
tertained, refreshed and inspired.

The 2002 Concert Honorary Committee is
chaired by First Lady Laura Bush, and the
vice chairs are my wife, Annette, and Mrs. Pa-
tricia Lott, the wife of Senate Minority Leader
Trent Lott. Others who serve on the committee
include Lynne Cheney, former President Bill
Clinton, former Senator Bob Dole, Dr. Henry
Kissinger and other distinguished Americans.

Mr. Speaker, these Flag Day Concerts have
emphasized the honoring of America’s vet-
erans and the men and women serving in our
nation’s armed forces. This year, the choir and
orchestra will perform the ‘‘Veterans Hymn’’—
composed by Dr. Wahby.

It is a tribute to the energy, enthusiasm, pa-
triotism, and showmanship of Dr. Wahby that
the VA-National Medical Musical Group has
been awarded the 2002 Congressional Medal
of Honor Society’s Bob Hope Award.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Dr. Victor Wahby for
his service to our nation and for his out-
standing leadership and dedication to healing
through medicine and through music. And, Mr.
Speaker, I invite my colleagues and their staff
to join me tomorrow afternoon in the Cannon
Caucus Room for the 2002 Annual Flag Day
Concert.
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