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TERRORIST ATTACKS AGAINST
THE UNITED STATES

Mr. CHAFEE. Madam President, I
stand before my fellow Senators in full
support of the resolution on which we
voted yesterday. A stunned world and
Nation is struggling to come to grips
with the horrifying violence of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. I support the Presi-
dent’s efforts to marshal the resources
of our intelligence, law enforcement,
diplomatic, and military apparatus to
bring about justice and to do so as
swiftly as possible.

I call on any nation known to be har-
boring terrorists to fully cooperate
with the United States and stem the
rising tide of conflict. I believe people
around the world are in equal measure
demanding justice for these horrendous
crimes and anxious for the world to
settle its disputes in a rational and civ-
ilized manner.

We must cling to the hope that this
is possible, even while we recognize
that on this Earth there exists people
capable of unbelievable barbarism.
This is a time of overwhelming sad-
ness, and I join my colleagues in sup-
port of S.J. Res. 22.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I as-
sume we are still in morning business
and offering statements with regard to
the incidents of Tuesday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, iron-
ically, on September 11 of this year, I
was involved in a press conference
looking at a report card to Congress on
the deployment of E-911, the national
emergency number. Last year, we
passed that bill and the President
signed it, with now the deployment of
enhanced 911, which tells wireless
phone operators that when you dial 911
on your wireless phone, you will get
the nearest first responder rather than
some other area, maybe your home
area, even though you may be in roam,
and I do not spell that R-o-m-e.

How ironic that started at 9 o’clock
in the morning. It is one of those pieces
of legislation that goes unnoticed. Yet
it has a lot to do with public safety, es-
pecially in rural areas where we rely on
wireless. It also nationalizes 911 as the
emergency number across the Nation.

I made the statement at that time
that we are dealing with a different
world. Not only do we have to deal
with our own little family emer-
gencies, we also have to deal with this
world of terrorism. So 911 and the abil-
ity to communicate becomes very im-
portant. As we walked out of that press
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conference, we were notified that an
airplane had hit the World Trade Cen-
ter in New York.

Not only did I stand still but the
world has stood still. We were shocked;
we were outraged at an unprovoked act
of violence committed against thou-
sands and thousands of innocent Amer-
icans.

Immediately, our President and Com-
mander in Chief, George Bush, ordered
the Federal Government to assist the
victims of the violence, investigate
these acts of terror, and to take the
steps to bring those responsible for
these tragedies to justice.

I fully support the President’s ac-
tions and will do whatever I can as an
individual to help him and our country
in this time of need.

Terrorism, which has been con-
demned around the world, cannot and
will not be tolerated in this country. I
know the President will take all meas-
ures necessary to seek out and to pun-
ish those who viciously attacked inno-
cent and defenseless Americans.

We, as Americans, are a strong and
resilient people. We will heal, and we
will emerge stronger than ever. The
strength and spirit of our Republic and
the democracy it represents will shine
through. We will not simply endure; we
shall prevail. And we will send a sharp
message to those cowards saying that
terrorist acts will not be tolerated or
condoned. They will never be able to
destroy the spirit of a free people, the
freedom we enjoy, and our way of life.

Our thoughts and our prayers go out
to those who tragically lost their lives
and to those friends and families who
lost their loved ones. This is far more
than a tragedy to them. It is an out-
rageous act of terrorism that killed
and injured so many innocent and de-
cent citizens of our country. Nothing I
can say to express my sympathy for
those suffering is enough. My outrage
of that cowardly act remains unwaver-
ing.

For now, we must mourn those who
have passed on and care for those who
were injured. We must let the Presi-
dent, our law enforcement people, mili-
tary, and the intelligence community
work. As a law-abiding nation—and we
are a nation of laws—we must be sure
to place the blame on the guilty. Tak-
ing independent action against inno-
cents or guests of our country has to be
guarded against.

The anger I feel inside has to be tem-
pered because decisions made while in
this state are usually not good deci-
sions. Many are filled with that same
anger and an unyielding desire for re-
venge. I realize we must remain calm
and focused. In the heat of passion,
fired by outrageous, despicable acts of
those who are guilty, our leaders must
be calm and dispassionate in deter-
mining who is responsible, where they
are, and how we must deal with them.

Have no doubt, America, we will find
those responsible. I say to those who
are responsible: You cannot hide. You
can run, but you cannot hide. Justice
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will be served. It will be swift, and it
will be harsh.

September 11,—9-11—2001, will live a
long time in the memory of many of
us.

I was almost 7 years old on that Sun-
day, December 7, 1941. I remember that
day, and I can remember being a small
lad growing up on a farm. My folks
talked to each other differently and so
did the neighbors on Monday morning,
the 8th, than any of us had ever heard
before. I can remember when my moth-
er yelled out of the house, because we
had an old battery radio and didn’t
have electricity in those days—Dad and
I were in the barn choring. Mother said
that the Japanese had bombed Pearl
Harbor. My dad looked down at me and
he said: ‘“Where is Pearl Harbor?”’ We
didn’t even know. Next, the pictures
came out of Pearl Harbor of the bel-
lowing smoke from the Arizona and of
the California lying half on its side. It
remained in our minds for a long time.

I fear that the pictures of the World
Trade Center and the damage done
there will live in the minds of young
folks as Pearl Harbor did with us.
Tuesday’s acts represented a well-
planned, well-financed attack on our
freedom by a faceless, gutless enemy.

I also want to warn the American
people that we are at war. It can be
called by no other name. So I stand
firmly and proudly behind my Com-
mander in Chief, the President of the
United States. There is no doubt about
our unity and resolve to track down,
root out, and relentlessly pursue ter-
rorists and the states that harbor
them. I stand by to support our mili-
tary and intelligence community and
will fight for all the resources they
need to ensure our national security.
Let us not forget this as we consider
our funding bills.

What is important and what is not
important? We must sift through and
search our souls. This is a great nation
with a strong and brave history. Amer-
icans have come together and tri-
umphed in difficult times such as
these. We will do it again, and we will
punish those responsible. America re-
mains resolved in its efforts to find
those who so cowardly committed
these horrific acts.

One always looks for words, but
sometimes words escape us. That is
kind of bad when words escape an auc-
tioneer. But to quote a few words from
the ‘“‘Battle Hymn of the Republic,”
those responsible will soon understand
the true meaning of this line:

He hath loosed the faithful lightning of his
terrible swift sword.

I will tell you, America will do that,
indeed, and America will march on.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Madam
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Florida, Mr. NEL-
SON.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Madam
President, I come to the Chamber with
a very heavy heart because of the trag-
edy so many people have experienced.
It has touched all of our lives in one
way or another. So, too, I have had a
personal experience just in the last few
minutes of how the tragedy has
touched the life of my wife and me, for
one of the passengers on the airliner
that crashed into the World Trade Cen-
ter was a personal friend of our family,
Sonia Puopolo of Boston and Miami.

I come to the Chamber to share this
experience because the grief that so
many across this Nation have felt is
shared by all of us—of talking to
Sonia’s husband Dominic and to her
daughter Tita, who are so full of life
and so upbeat and effervescent, talking
to them in this condition where they
still have the presence of mind in the
midst of their unbelievable grief to be
able to remember the good times, and
Dominic telling me about the 40-some
years he had the privilege of knowing
his wife and the 37 years of marriage,
where he met her in Puerto Rico and
where it was planned he was going to
be on the same flight and how she had
insisted, no, she was going to Los An-
geles so that she could be with their
son by herself and enjoy her son since
Dominic had already been in Los Ange-
les with their son.

This is the part of tragedy that puts
a human face on the tragedy, but for
Florida and Floridians it does not end
there. A few minutes thereafter, I
spoke by telephone with a courageous
Fort Myers policeman, Officer Lyles,
who has now gathered with his family
in another part of Florida because it
was his wife, Cee Cee Lyles, on the air-
liner that crashed in Pennsylvania,
which we now know was headed for
Washington and another target, per-
haps this building; that she was able to
get through to her husband by cell
phone and he could hear the screams in
the background. She told him they had
been hijacked, and she told him she
loved him and loved their children.

This is a part of the grieving process
that is necessary for us to all go
through, but it is also a poignant story
of two lives that are touching the
State of Florida that gives us even
more resolve of why we are going to
find the perpetrators, we are going to
hunt them down, and they are going to
be brought to justice.

I have seen America in this situa-
tion—and in my lifetime I have seen it
several times—but the one I remember
so vividly is the time of national trag-
edy when the symbol of our techno-
logical prowess, the space shuttle Chal-
lenger, in January of 1986, exploded in
front of our eyes. I recall that event be-
cause there was something from the ex-
perience of that tragedy for the Amer-
ican people that was instructive to the
rest of the world. That is, that Ameri-
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cans overcome. Americans persevere.
When we are knocked down, we are not
knocked out; we get up and we respond.

That has happened over and over in
our history. It is part of our character
as an American people that we over-
come. We saw it in the Revolutionary
War. We have seen it in every war
since. We saw it in the national trag-
edy of the Challenger explosion, and we
are seeing it again in the national trag-
edy of this terrorist attack.

In the process of overcoming and per-
severing, we make right that which is
wrong. And so, too, the American peo-
ple are unified in our commitment that
we will find the perpetrators and they
will be dealt with.

This is not a time for revenge. We are
a forgiving people. That is part of our
nature. That is part of our Scriptural
background. But we are also a proud
people who will not let the national
reputation be sullied; we will protect
it.

I come to the Senate today out of my
personal grief, having just had one
telephone conversation with a family
who is convulsed in grief, and about to
have another telephone conversation
with another Florida family who is suf-
fering likewise, to say that I don’t un-
derstand the plan that good people are
taken, but I do understand the ulti-
mate plan that we are a nation blessed
by God over and over and that God is
protecting us. America will not only
survive, America will do as she has so
often done: America and Americans
will overcome.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, our
national will is being tested as it never
has before. On the clear, sunny morn-
ing of September 11, we were attacked
from out of the shadows. There are no
words to fully describe the depth of
this infamy. And not enough tears to
properly mourn the innocent lives so
cruelly taken.

Thousands of families are grieving
today over loved ones lost in this
senseless attack on our nation and all
of us mourn with them and keep them
in our prayers.

But from within the depths of this
horror, we saw and honor the heroism
of our police and firefighters, many of
whom gave their lives trying to rescue
others. We thank them and offer our
condolences to those who lost a loved
one in the line of duty. We also offer
our thanks to all the medical workers
who are working tirelessly trying to
save lives.

While our enemy is still uncertain,
our resolve must be unflinching. Those
who thought they could bring us to our
knees must instead see us standing
tall, united, and resolved to see that
justice is done.

We stand firmly behind President
Bush and his diplomatic and military
efforts to discover who is behind these
attacks and hold them accountable.
The United States will respond deci-
sively and forcefully against those who
have perpetrated this atrocity and
those who offer them safe harbor and
assistance.
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I am also outraged by reports of price
gouging at gasoline stations around
the Nation. Those who would profit in
our time of grief are not only con-
temptible; in Michigan they are also
criminals. The Michigan Attorney Gen-
eral has asked me to direct complaints
to their regional offices.

Our Nation will come through this
crisis even stronger than before. Those
who attack from the shadows will see
that we do not surrender to fear, but
rather will go forward united in steely
purpose and iron resolve. Even as we
mourn, it is important that we carry
on with the nation’s business, with the
immediate priority being to get help to
the families and communities that
were the victims of this horrendous at-
tack.

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, the
tragedy that has befallen America is
only just beginning to fully sink in.
The horror is so unimaginable, the dev-
astation so great and the suffering it
leaves in its wake is almost beyond our
comprehension. We feel we have all,
personally, been dealt a great blow, no
matter where we live, whether or not
we knew any of the victims. Our hearts
go out to the many, many families who
are suffering, and in a very real sense,
we feel as if we are one family together
today.

As chairman of the Environment and
Public Works Committee, which has ju-
risdiction over the Federal Emergency
Management Agency—FEMA—I pledge
the full support of the committee to
the relief effort. I would like to read
the text of a letter that my committee
sent to the President today:

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: We are writing to
commend you and the Administration for
the Federal Government’s response to the
horrific terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center in New York and the Pentagon. In
particular, we are encouraged and impressed
by the organization and coordination at the
Federal Emergency Management Agency.

We and our staff stand ready to assist you
in your efforts in any way, including making
any immediate changes to statutes or pro-
gram funding levels within the Committee’s
jurisdiction that are necessary to implement
measures to save lives and restore safety and
order as quickly as possible.

Thank you for your resolve and determina-
tion.

Sincerely, Members of the Committee of
Environment and Public Works.

Of the thousands of people working
in the World Trade Center complex,
2,600 are Federal employees, working
for a variety of Federal agencies. The
General Services Administration is
working diligently to find temporary
office space so that these employees
may get back to work as soon as pos-
sible.

America picks up and goes on. We are
shaken but we are not bowed. We are
also comforted by the stories of great
heroism that come flooding out of this
tragedy, the stories of people going
back for friends, office workers car-
rying disabled colleagues down 80
flights of stairs, firefighters and police
rushing up the stricken towers in their
frantic effort to save lives. Still today,
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we are watching rescue workers who
have not slept in 2 days, continuing to
dig through the rubble, exposing them-
selves to great hazards, running on
adrenaline from the news that three
people were just found alive today.

As more information comes to light,
we are seeing a picture emerge of an-
other great act of heroism—the crash-
ing of United Airlines Flight 93 in
Pennsylvania. From what we can glean
from phone calls from passengers on
that flight, realizing that the hijackers
planned to crash their plane and learn-
ing that two hijacked planes had just
crashed into the World Trade Center,
passengers decided to take action. We
can only surmise from their last words
to family members that several pas-
sengers confronted the hijackers and
the plane was prevented from com-
pleting its mission. It is unlikely that
we will know for sure what target the
hijackers had in mind, but we can be
fairly certain that brave passengers
saved the lives of many hundreds or
even thousands of people, and maybe
even our own lives. I believe that all of
America should be deeply grateful to
them and their courage in the face of
death.

America has closed ranks behind its
President and its people. I am also very
pleased that so many of our allies have
closed ranks behind us. Yesterday, the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization—
NATO—for the first time in its 52-year
history, invoked collective defense ar-
rangements under Article 5 of its Char-
ter that states that an attack upon one
member of the alliance is viewed as an
attack upon all. This reiteration of
NATO solidarity is unprecedented and
will be most helpful in formulating a
unified response. Condolences and of-
fers of assistance have poured in from
all regions of the world, giving us heart
as we focus on the task ahead of us.

Fighting terrorism is an exceedingly
difficult task. It will take applying
ourselves in a way we have never done
before. Ferreting out terrorists and de-
stroying their networks will be long
and arduous work. It will require a
concerted international effort and po-
tentially great patience. We will need
the strong cooperation of our allies,
and we will need to reach out to na-
tions that are not our traditional al-
lies. Fighting terrorism is usually a
frustrating task, as targets are elusive
and the means of terror difficult to
control. We still hope to learn a great
deal more about the perpetrators of
this tragedy and uncover those who
helped them. I expect that we will take
firm action in retaliation. But this
may take time, and it must be done in
a manner that will not unnecessarily
provoke reprisals or generate addi-
tional acts of terrorism. I am confident
that American resolve will remain firm
no matter how long or how difficult
this fight.

In closing, I would like to recognize
the contributions to the relief effort
from my small State of Vermont. The
Vermont Air Guard has already flown
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many hours of additional missions as
part of the effort to maintain security
over American airspace. Vermont doc-
tors, nurses, firefighters, and rescue
workers have volunteered in great
numbers to help. All over the State,
people have lined up to give blood.
True to their history, Vermonters are
quick to offer their help.

I see this strength replicated all
across America. This makes me, and
all Americans, proud.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
STABENOW). Morning business is closed.

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2002

Ms. STABENOW. Under the previous
order, the Senate will now resume con-
sideration of H.R. 2500, which the clerk
will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2500) making appropriations
for the Departments of Commerce, Justice,
and State, the Judiciary, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2002, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Dorgan amendment No. 1542, to increase
funds for the trade enforcement and trade
compliance activities of the International
Trade Administration and to reduce funds
for TV Marti.

Dorgan amendment No. 1543, to prohibit
the sale of disaster loans authorized under
section 7(b) of the Small Business Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

Mr. HOLLINGS. I am awaiting the
attendance of the Senator from New
Hampshire who is in an important con-
ference at the moment. Let me bring
my colleagues up to speed. We have
tried our best, working out certain
amendments all yesterday and earlier
this morning—those that would be ac-
cepted, those that would be included in
the managers’ amendment, and those
that would still be pending. On both
sides we are trying to assemble the de-
terminant list of pending amendments.
When we do, we will ask unanimous
consent and see if we can facilitate the
disposition of this bill today, and no
later than tomorrow. We will see what
best can be done.

Pending that, let me say a word
about the efforts of your subcommittee
of Commerce, Justice, State in the
field of counterterrorism. For example,
in early May, your subcommittee,
under the leadership of Senator JUDD
GREGG of New Hampshire, chairman at
that time, held 3 days of comprehen-
sive hearings of which I now hold a
transcript.

On May 8, we had a hearing with De-
partment of the Treasury Secretary
Paul O’Neill; Department of Defense
Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz; Sec-
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retary of State Colin Powell; and Sec-
retary of Transportation Norman Mi-
neta.

That afternoon, we had a hearing
with FEMA Director Joseph Allbaugh;
National Security Administrator John

A. Gordon; and Nuclear Regulatory
Commission Chairman Richard A.
Meserve.

On May 9, at that hearing, we had At-
torney General John Ashcroft; Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services,
Tommy Thompson; Commerce Sec-
retary, Don Evans; and in the after-
noon, Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
Anthony Principi; Secretary of Agri-
culture, Ann Veneman; and Secretary
of the Interior, Gale Norton.

On May 10, we had the joint task
force civil support commander, Gen.
Bruce Lawlor; the American Red Cross
president and chief executive officer,
Dr. Bernadine Healy; a panel of State
and local representatives from fire, po-
lice, public health, and emergency
management. And then in the after-
noon, we closed the session with the
Director of the CIA, George Tenet; the
FBI Director, Judge Louis Freeh, and
VADM Thomas Wilson.

We were trying our best to lay the
groundwork for better coordination of
our effort on counterterrorism. I ask
unanimous consent to have the state-
ment by President Bush, dated May 8,
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH,
White House, May 8, 2001.
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS AGAINST WEAPONS OF
MASS DESTRUCTION

Protecting America’s homeland and citi-
zens from the threat of weapons of mass de-
struction is one of our Nation’s important
national security challenges. Today, more
nations possess chemical, biological, or nu-
clear weapons than ever before. Still others
seek to join them. Most troubling of all, the
list of these countries includes some of the
world’s least-responsible states—states for
whom terror and blackmail are a way of life.
Some non-state terrorist groups have also
demonstrated an interest in acquiring weap-
ons of mass destruction.

Against this backdrop, it is clear that the
threat of chemical, biological, or nuclear
weapons being used against the United
States—while not immediate—is very real.
That is why our Nation actively seeks to
deny chemical, biological, and nuclear weap-
ons to those seeking to acquire them. That is
why, together with our allies, we seek to
deter anyone who would contemplate their
use. And that is also why we must ensure
that our Nation is prepared to defend against
the harm they can inflict.

Should our efforts to reduce the threat to
our country from weapons of mass destruc-
tion be less than fully successful, prudence
dictates that the United States be fully pre-
pared to deal effectively with the con-
sequences of such a weapon being used here
on our soil.

Today, numerous Federal departments and
agencies have programs to deal with the con-
sequences of a potential use of a chemical,
biological, radiological, or nuclear weapon in
the United States. Many of these Federal
programs offer training, planning, and as-
sistance to state and local governments. But
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