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a superpower in medical science, advo-
cating ethical standards for others be-
yond our shores; or are we, as a Nation,
going to retreat behind unrealistic, un-
enforceable barricades, and leave ad-
vancement in the science of this
emerging field to the rest of the world?

The facts are that an overwhelming
amount of evidence exists that indi-
cates that stem cell research holds
enormous potential for treatment, and
ultimately cures, for many diseases
such as Parkinson’s disease, cancer,
ALS, Alzheimer’s, heart disease, spinal
chord injuries, muscular dystrophy,
multiple sclerosis, arthritis, and diabe-
tes.

Constantly, my Senate staff and I
meet and hear from many Virginians
who suffer from these and other dis-
eases. And, many of these same indi-
viduals succumb to their disease, as no
cure has yet been found for their ill-
ness. Embryonic stem cell research of-
fers a real opportunity to help save
lives in the future.

After thoughtful consideration, I
came to the conclusion that the Fed-
eral Government, subject to restric-
tions, should fund embryonic stem cell
research so that we remain a super-
power in medical science. I joined with
several of my colleagues in the Senate
in writing to President Bush expressing
my support for Federal funding of em-
bryonic stem cell research prior to the
President’s August 9th announcement.
I ask unanimous consent that the let-
ter to President Bush be printed in
RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC.
The President,
The White House, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: We strongly urge
you to continue the last Administration’s
policy of using Federal funds for research on
human stem cells after these cells have been
derived from embryos. In addition, we
strongly urge you to support legislation
which would remove the existing ban on the
use of Federal funds to derive stem cells
from embryos.

On the issue of stem cell research, we
think our colleague, Senator Gordon Smith,
went to the heart of the matter when he
pointed out the difference between an em-
bryo in a petri dish, which would not produce
human life, as opposed to an embryo in the
womb of a woman where further develop-
ment would produce life.

The essential consideration is that there
are many excess embryos created for the
purpose of in vitro fertilization. The only
issue is whether these embryo will be dis-
carded or used for stem cell research to save
lives. Stem cell research has demonstrated a
remarkable capacity of these cells to trans-
form into any type of cell in the human
body. Stem cells could be transplanted to
any part of the body to replace tissue that
has been damaged by disease, injury or
aging. If scientists are correct, stem cells
could be used to treat and cure a multitude
of maladies such as Parkinson’s,
Alzhemier’s, diabetes, ALS, heart disease,
spinal cord injury, all types of cancers,
burns, stroke, macular degeneration, mul-
tiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, auto-
immune diseases, hepatitis and arthritis.
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Current law prohibits Federal funding to
create human embryos for research purposes
through cloning, or through any other
means. We do not object to these important
prohibitions. However, creating embryos for
research purposes is entirely different from
using spare embryos left-over from infer-
tility treatments. These spare embryos are
now destined to be thrown away. Rather
than discarding them, we support using
these embryos in medical research to treat
and cure disease.

Sincerely,

Arleen Specter, Strom Thurmond, Lin-
coln D. Chafee, Olympia J. Snowe, Ben
Nighthorse Campbell, Gordon Smith,
Susan Collins, Ted Stevens, Kay Bailey

Hutchison, Orrin Hatch, and Dick
Lugar.
————
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT

OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY in March of this year. The
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2001
would add new categories to current
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that violence of any kind is unac-
ceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred July 14, 1991 in Eu-
gene, OR. Police arrested Pamela Jo-
anne Richardson, 28, and Michael
James Hughes, 21, for allegedly attack-
ing a gay man outside a bar while
using offensive language about his sex-
ual orientation.

I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act of 2001 is now a sym-
bol that can become substance. I be-
lieve that by passing this legislation,
we can change hearts and minds as
well.

——
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
September 4, 2001, the Federal debt
stood at $5,761,532,655,812.62, five tril-
lion, seven hundred sixty-one billion,
five hundred thirty-two million, six
hundred fifty-five thousand, eight hun-

dred twelve dollars and sixty-two
cents.

Five years ago, September 4, 1996, the
Federal debt stood at

$5,228,998,407,724.89, five trillion, two
hundred twenty-eight billion, nine hun-
dred ninety-eight million, four hundred
seven thousand, seven hundred twenty-
four dollars and eighty-nine cents.

Ten years ago, September 4, 1991, the
Federal debt stood at $3,617,415,000,000,
three trillion, six hundred seventeen
billion, four hundred fifteen million.

Fifteen years ago, September 4, 1986,
the Federal debt stood at
$2,113,006,000,000, two trillion, one hun-
dred thirteen billion, six million, which
reflects a debt increase of more than $5
trillion, $3,648,526,655,812.62, three tril-
lion, six hundred forty-eight billion,
five hundred twenty-six million, six
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hundred fifty-five thousand, eight hun-
dred twelve dollars and sixty-two cents
during the past 15 years.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

NATIONAL KIDS VOTING WEEK

e Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize Kids Voting USA and
its efforts to educate our children
about civic democracy and the impor-
tance of being an informed voter.

The program began in 1988 with three
Arizona businessmen on a fishing trip
to Costa Rica. They learned that voter
turnout in that country was routinely
about 80 percent. This high turnout
was attributed to a tradition of chil-
dren accompanying their parents to
the polls. The men observed first-hand
the success Costa Rica had achieved by
instilling in children at an early age
the importance of active participation
and voting.

The three Arizona businessmen took
this idea back to the United States and
founded Kids Voting USA. Today, this
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization
reaches 5 million students in 39 States,
and includes 200,000 teachers, and 20,000
voter precincts.

With voter turnout declining each
year, Kids Voting USA recognizes the
need to educate our youth and instill
in them the responsibility to be active,
informed citizens and voters. By teach-
ing the skills for democratic living
year-round, students receive a civics
education and participate in local and
national elections in communities
across the country. Kids Voting USA
enables students to visit official polls
on election day, accompanied by a par-
ent or guardian, to cast a ballot that
replicates the official ballot. Although
not a part of the official results, the

students’ votes are registered at
schools and by the media.
This year, National Kids Voting

Week is September 24-28. It is a week
when Kids Voting communities across
the country celebrate this vibrant and
important program. I would like to rec-
ognize Kids Voting USA and all its has
done to promote the future of democ-
racy by engaging young people, schools
and communities in the election proc-
ess.e

————

SAS INSTITUTE INC. CELEBRATES
25TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. President, I am
proud to honor SAS Institute Inc. as it
celebrates 25 years as a leading tech-
nology company. SAS is the world’s
largest privately held software com-
pany. The roots of SAS’ software stem
from a United States Department of
Agriculture grant to a group of univer-
sities in need of a way to analyze their
vast amounts of agriculture data. The
group developed the ‘‘Statistical Anal-
ysis System”, giving SAS both its
name and its corporate beginnings.
Headquartered in Cary, NC, SAS has
made significant contributions to com-
munities throughout North Carolina.
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Fortunately, as it has grown over the
last 25 years, SAS has extended its
community involvement to include
areas around the United States and the
world. The company and its founders
believe very strongly that education
and technology are vitally important
for our local communities, state, and
country.

SAS’ customer list have grown sig-
nificantly over the past 25 years. SAS
customers now include 98 of the ‘‘For-
tune 100 companies. In addition, all
fourteen major Federal Government
departments currently use SAS soft-
ware. SAS customers continually
praise its software, as demonstrated by
a 98-percent annual renewal rate.

For the past quarter century, SAS
has annually reinvested at least 30 per-
cent of its income into Research & De-
velopment, far exceeding the industry
average. As a result of its commitment
to R&D, SAS is positioned to continue
to develop important solutions for its
customers.

SAS co-owners and co-founders, Dr.
James H. Goodnight and John P. Sall,
have a built a company that is com-
mitted to providing not only valuable
software solutions for its customers,
but also providing a worker friendly
environment for their employees. SAS’
treatment of its employees is a model
for other companies around the world
to follow. For example, SAS was a cor-
porate pioneer by providing on-site
daycare for its employees’ children as
early as 1981. In 1986, SAS began offer-
ing onsite healthcare for its employees.
Last year, the company’s Health Care
Center had more than 33,000 patient
visits. SAS also provides onsite em-
ployee cafeterias, an employee fitness
center, massage therapy and hair care
services. SAS has created a family at-
mosphere that inspires employee loy-
alty and bottom line success.

As a result of the many employee
benefits and the positive employee-
friendly atmosphere created by its co-
founders, SAS’ employee turnover rate
is just 5 percent as compared with a 20-
percent industry average. Based on its
workplace environment, SAS has re-
ceived corporate leadership awards
from numerous publications, including
Working Mother, Fortune, and Busi-
ness Week magazines.

Based on its past performance, I have
no doubt that SAS will continue to
provide an exciting work environment
for its employees and remain com-
mitted to supporting community
causes. SAS and its employees most
certainly must be excited about the
next 25 years, and as a U.S. Senator
from North Carolina, I am proud that
SAS was born in my State.e

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:40 am, a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2563. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act, the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974, and the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to protect con-
sumers in managed care plans and other
health coverage.

————————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 2563. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act, the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974, and the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to protect con-
sumers in managed care plans and other
health coverage.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-3486. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Office of Management
and Budget, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a nomination confirmed for the
position of Administrator of the Office of In-
formation and Regulatory Affairs, received
on August 13, 2001; to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-3487. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations Policy and Management,
Food and Drug Administration, Department
of Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Medical Devices; Exemption From Pre-
market Notification Requirements; Class I
Devices; Technical Amendment’” (Doc. No.
01N-0073) received on August 15, 2001; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-3488. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations Policy and Management,
Food and Drug Administration, Department
of Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Revision to the Requirements Applicable to
Blood, Blood Components, and Source Plas-
ma’”’ (Doc. No. 98N-0673) received on August
15, 2001; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-3489. A communication from the Acting
Assistant General Counsel for Regulations,
Office of Postsecondary Education, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal
Perkins Loan Program, Federal Family Edu-
cation Loan Program, and William D. Ford
Federal Direct Loan Program’ received on
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August 16, 2001; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-3490. A communication from the Acting
Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation
for National and Community Service, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a
nomination for the position of Chief Execu-
tive Officer, received on August 16, 2001; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

EC-3491. A communication from the Execu-
tive Secretary and Chief of Staff of the U.S.
Agency for International Development,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
the discontinuation of service in acting role
for the position of Assistant Administrator
of the Bureau for Asia and the Near East, re-
ceived on August 15, 2001; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

EC-3492. A communication from the Execu-
tive Secretary and Chief of Staff of the U.S.
Agency for International Development,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a nomination confirmed for the position of
Assistant Administrator of the Bureau for
Policy and Program Coordination, received
on August 15, 2001; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

EC-3493. A communication from the Ad-
viser of the Bureau of Educational and Cul-
tural Affairs, Office of Exchange Coordina-
tion and Designation, Department of State,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Exchange Visitor Program
Educare’ received on August 15, 2001; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3494. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Attorney General for Administra-
tion, Justice Management Division, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Exemption
of Department of Justice Systems: Cor-
respondence Management Systems for the
Department of Justice (DOJ-003); Freedom of
Information Act, Privacy Act and Manda-
tory Declassification Review Requests and
Administrative Appeals for the Department
of Justice (DOJ-004)" received on August 9,
2001; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-3495. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Classification of Certain Pension
Employee Benefit Trusts, and Other Trusts”
(RIN1545-AY09) received on August 9, 2001; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-3496. A communication from the Pro-
gram Manager of the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Identification
Markings Placed on Firearms” (RIN1512—
ABB84) received on August 9, 2001; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-3497. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Policy Directives and Instructions
Branch, Immigration and Naturalization
Service, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “K nonimmigrant classification for
spouses of U.S. citizens and their children
under the legal immigration family equity
act of 2000 (RIN1115-AG12) received on Au-
gust 15, 2001; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3498. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Headquarters and Executive Personnel
Services, Department of Emnergy, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a nomi-
nation confirmed for the position of Assist-
ant Secretary for Policy and International
Affairs, received on August 13, 2001; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-3499. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Headquarters and Executive Personnel
Services, Department of Energy, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of the des-
ignation of acting officer in the position of
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