January 22, 2001

Elizabeth Canas of Barrancabermeja
chapter was murdered on July 11; one
day after the forced disappearance law
was passed. On October 6, two members
of the Medellin chapter, Angel
Quintero and Claudia Patricia
Monsalve, were disappeared. Members
of the Popayan and Bogota chapters
were harassed and followed, and esca-
lating death threats were received by
ASFADDES members throughout the
country. The severity of the threats
and attacks led the organization to
temporarily close its offices last year.
Sadly, a systematic campaign of terror
against the organization appears to be
underway.

The Interamerican Commission on
Human Rights has ordered the Colom-
bian government to provide special
protective measures to ASFADDES
members to ensure their safety. While
certain measures have been taken by
the government, ASFADDES asserts
that they are not always carried out
expeditiously. Moreover, the organiza-
tion is extremely concerned that the
Colombian government has not taken
adequate measures to investigate and
prosecute the multiple cases of threats,
harassment, murder and disappearance
directed against its members.

I commend the courageous members
of ASFADDES, and all of the other
men and women in Colombia who have
shown great bravery in risking their
careers, and their very lives, for the
cause of human rights. I urge the Co-
lombian Government to ensure that
ASFADDES members and offices re-
ceive full protection, and to keep the
organization informed about progress
on cases it raises. I also urge the gov-
ernment to ensure the effectiveness of
the new commission established to
search for disappeared persons, under
the new law against forced disappear-
ances, and to prosecute such cases vig-
orously.

——————

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE,
WILLIAM S. COHEN

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, our Na-
tion has been most pleased with the ex-
traordinary leadership of Secretary
William S. Cohen at the helm of our
Armed Forces for the past 4 years. On
January 17, 2001, the Chairman and
members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
honored Secretary Cohen and his lady,
the First Lady of our military, Janet
Cohen, with a spectacular ceremony at
Fort Myer. Although the ceremony was
to officially honor Secretary Cohen, it
made all in attendance most pleased
that Mrs. Cohen, Janet, as she is
known to men and women in the
Armed Forces, was also honored. I be-
lieve it was the first time in history
when our troops were officially re-
viewed by the Secretary and his lady.
Janet Cohen was most deserving of this
high honor. As the remarks eloquently
note, she was, indeed, the First Lady of
the United States Armed Forces.

The pomp and ceremony, the colors
and the parade were memorable, but
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the remarks made by the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General
Henry S. Shelton, and the response by
Secretary Cohen will be long remem-
bered. I respectfully believe that these
speeches are worthy of the attention of
my colleagues. Accordingly, I ask
unanimous consent that a copy of the
remarks by General Henry S. Shelton,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
and the responding remarks of the Sec-
retary of the Department of Defense,
the Honorable William S. Cohen, be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

REMARKS OF GENERAL HENRY H. SHELTON,
USA, AT THE FAREWELL CEREMONY IN
HONOR OF SECRETARY COHEN

Secretary and Mrs. Cohen, Mr. Kevin
Cohen, Members of the Cabinet, Designated
Members of the Cabinet, Members of the Dip-
lomatic Corps, Distinguished Members of
Congress, Service secretaries, Fellow mem-
bers of the Joint Chiefs, Commanders-In-
Chief, Unified and Functional Commands,
Distinguished guests, Fellow members of the
Armed Forces, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Thanks to each of you for coming to this
special event as we, the members of the
Armed Forces and the Department of De-
fense, pause to honor and salute a truly
great American couple.

But first, let me, once again, thank the
outstanding men and women standing in
front of you today and representing hundreds
of thousands of soldiers, sailors, airmen, ma-
rines and coastguardsmen. They are truly
our Nation’s treasure . . . they serve with
honor and courage .. . and they are com-
mitted to keeping America strong and free.

Let’s give them a hand!

We are all here this morning to honor and
pay tribute to Secretary and Mrs. Cohen.
And while it is always difficult to say fare-
well . . . the task is particularly difficult
today because the Secretary and Janet have
served the department . . . and indeed this
Nation . . . with such distinction and so un-
selfishly over the past 4 years.

Of course, Secretary Cohen’s outstanding
service to the Nation encompasses much
more than his tenure as Secretary of De-
fense. For nearly a quarter century, first as
a Congressman and later as a Senator from
the great State of Maine, he served his con-
stituents and, indeed, all Americans well . . .
as a skillful legislator and powerful advo-
cate.

In the Senate, he was known as an influen-
tial voice on defense and international secu-
rity. He was admired for his commitment to
the principle that the security of our Nation
is not, and should never be, a partisan mat-
ter. His focus, always, was on what was best
for America and what was best for the men
and women of our Armed Forces.

All of us here today recognize it is a great
honor to be asked by the President to serve
in the Cabinet . . . especially if it’s the first
time in American history when an elected of-
ficial of the other party was selected to be a
senior member of the cabinet.

But, 25 years in this town as a dedicated
public servant is a long time . .. and Sen-
ator Cohen had certainly ‘‘earned his pa-
role.” Why then, you might ask, would this
great Senator from Maine want to volun-
tarily extend his sentence and take on such
a position?

Well, I don’t presume to speak for the Sec-
retary, nor can I know for certain why he
willingly accepted the enormous demands
that come with the 24 hour-a-day/7 days per
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week job of Secretary of Defense . . . and the
“scrutiny’’—I mean ‘‘help”—of his former
colleagues on the Hill.

But, from almost daily observation for the
last 3 years and 4 months, I know that the
Secretary took the job out of a deep love for
our country . . . and an equally strong devo-
tion and respect for those who serve. And
those of us in the Armed Forces are fortu-
nate that he did!

For the past four years, America has suc-
cessfully navigated the often dangerous wa-
ters of international security affairs with
Secretary Cohen at the helm. The depart-
ment . .. and indeed the Nation . . . have
been well served having him in charge during
the many storms we have weathered over
these unpredictable years.

It was Joshua Chamberlain . .. another
great leader from the State of Maine . . .
who once said that, in times of great strug-
gle, ‘‘it is character that tells.”” Chamberlain
then defined character as a ‘“‘firm seasoned
substance of soul . . . [including] such quali-
ties as intelligence, thoughtfulness, con-
scientiousness, right-mindedness, patience,
fortitude, and unconquerable resolve.”’

Those who know Secretary Cohen, know
that he personifies the qualities of character
that Chamberlain, a fellow Bowdoin College
graduate, talked about over a century ago.
And we also understand that as a result we
are a stronger, better military today.

Throughout Secretary Cohen’s tenure,
America has operated in and been success-
fully engaged in a dangerous and untidy
world. He has been a great coach ... a
“players coach’ who cared deeply for his sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and marines . . . and a
visionary leader who executed a winning
game plan . . . a game plan we call our strat-
egy of shape, respond, and prepare:

The first piece of the strategy is shaping

. . and we have shaped the international se-
curity environment in many ways: From
NATO enlargement, to the more recent and
indeed on-going negotiations on the EU-
NATO relationship. From Bosnia, to Kosovo
and the indispensable role we have played,
along with our allies, in promoting peace.
And, from the no-fly zones, to the Persian
Gulf, where U.S. forces have ensured the free
flow of oil and prevented Saddam Hussein
from threatening his people or neighbors.

The second element of our strategy is re-
sponding . . . and we, along with our allies
and friends, have responded to a wide range
of crises.

From the December 1998 air campaign to
degrade Iraq’s ability to deliver WMD and
threaten its neighbors, to the 78-day air cam-
paign that succeeded in reversing Slobodan
Milosevic’s reign of terror in Kosovo.

From our presence during the turmoil in
East Timor to the evacuation of noncombat-
ants from life-threatening civil unrest in
West Africa.

From providing humanitarian assistance
in Central America, to fighting raging forest
fires in the Western U.S.

The third and final element of our strategy
is preparing . . . that is, getting ready now
for the demands of the future. Under Sec-
retary Cohen’s leadership we have seen the
largest increase in military spending in over
a decade and restructured the department to
confront the emerging threats of this new
century. Under his leadership we pursued
and achieved—with the great support of Con-
gress and the administration—the largest in-
crease in pay and benefits in a generation

. and recognized that quality of force, in
part, reflects the level of public support for
the military. We are attracting and retain-
ing the best-qualified people for our mili-
tary, and making sure we provide them with
the best equipment and training.

In all these areas, and many others Mr.
Secretary, our successes have been due to



S84

your outstanding leadership and vision. Of
course, you have been helped along the way
by the fantastic team you built within OSD

. . and, from one other very ‘‘special assist-
ant’ as well. Indeed, over the past four years
you have had a great partner at your side.
And so, today, we say goodbye as well to
your partner, the First Lady of the Depart-
ment . . . Janet Cohen.

Janet, on behalf of our men and women in
uniform, let me say a special thank you . . .
for your tireless efforts to improve the qual-
ity of life of our people in uniform and their
families. And for your efforts to help the
Secretary reconnect the military to the
America we serve. Those of us here today
who have grown to know you well, will miss
you greatly. But, so too will the families of
those who serve . . . the very families that
you have served so compassionately. Finally,
on a very personal note Mr. Secretary, let
me thank you for the tremendous oppor-
tunity to serve as your, and President Clin-
ton’s, principal military advisor and to rep-
resent our great soldiers, sailors, airmen,
and marines here in Washington—there can
be no greater honor and for that I am forever
indebted to you.

You embody those attributes and values
that the members of our Armed Forces try
to live by—you’re a person of great character

. the ‘“‘character” that Chamberlain elo-
quently defined. You are a person of absolute
integrity and of tremendous vision. I have
watched you work tirelessly on behalf or our
men and women in uniform, watched you
travel over 750,000 miles to foster peace and
stability around the globe with Allies, part-
ners and friends and fight the tough fights at
home and abroad for what was best for
America and for America’s Armed Forces.
For that, we are all indebted to you.

In closing . .. thank you, Mr. Secretary

. and thank you Janet .. . for all that
you have done. We are a stronger, better-pre-
pared, and prouder military for your efforts.
The Nation has been truly blessed by your
service. All of us wish you and Janet life’s
best in all your future endeavors. Thank
You.

REMARKS BY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WILLIAM
S. COHEN

General Shelton, thank you for your over-
ly generous remarks. Carolyn Shelton. When
I recommended that Hugh Shelton be se-
lected as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, I was
approached by a reporter who asked, ‘“What’s
our reaction to him? How do you size him
up?”’ I answered, ‘‘About 6’6”.”” I'd say he’s a
combination of Randolph Scott, John
Wayne, and a little bit of Clint Eastwood.
He’s a man of few words, but who’s silence
tells you all you really need to know about
him. You don’t want to make his day.

One of the first things he did after his con-
firmation was to give me and the other mem-
bers of the Joint Chiefs a copy of a book en-
titled Dereliction of Duty. He was sending a
very strong signal in passing out that book—
he was saying that under my watch I'm
never going to tailor my judgment or advice
to fit a particular objective that I think is
unwise. It’s a book that I keep very much at
eye-level on my shelf, Mr. Chairman.

The second thing you gave me was a foun-
tain pen, and a note that went with it. It was
a statement from General William Tecumseh
Sherman to Grant. He said, ‘I always knew
that if I was in trouble you’d come for me if
alive.” Mr. Chairman, I always knew that if
I were ever in trouble, that you would al-
ways be there for me as you’ve been there for
all of the men and women who wear our uni-
form. You are a warrior and you carry the
warrior’s code not on your sleeve, but in
your soul. I am deeply grateful that I had the
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chance to work beside you and to have you
as a principal advisor.

General Joe Ralston and Dede, I believe
you’re here, but if you're not I will say a few
words anyway. I want to thank you for all
that you have given to our country and what
you continue to give as commander of our
forces in the European theater, and as Su-
preme Allied Commander, Europe. You have
carried on the great work of your prede-
cessors and the tradition established by Gen-
erals George Joulwan and Wes Clark, and
you have been succeeded as Vice Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs by a truly able officer and
friend, Dick Myers.

So I want to take this occasion to thank
General Myers and Mary Jo; and to thank
General Mike Ryan Chief of Staff, U.S. Air
Force and Jane; to thank General Ric
Shinseki Chief of Staff, U.S. Army and
Patty; to thank Jim Jones Commandant,
U.S. Marine Corps, a friend and companion
for so many years and Diane; and Admiral
James Loy Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard
who played basketball against me so many
years ago, and unfortunately was the winner.

I am told that former Secretary of Defense
Caspar Weinberger may be in the audience. I
want to say that I enjoyed my friendship and
service with you over the years. I don’t think
anyone other than Mel Laird ever served
longer as Secretary of Defense than Cap
Weinberger. You helped to rebuild our mili-
tary and our morale at a time when we need-
ed that boost, and I will never forget how
you used to come before a skeptical Congress
with your two very sharp pencils in your
hand, ready to answer any question that we
had.

Secretary, Bill Perry, what an opportunity
it was for me to know you when I serve in
the Senate and what an honor to follow you
as Secretary of Defense. You are known and
you’re revered for your brilliance, your lead-
ership and your quiet strength, but you’re
also respected and loved for your civility and
your Kkindness. You, along with Cap, are re-
garded as two of our finest public servants,
and I am truly grateful that you could be
here to observe my farewell.

Deputy Secretary Rudy de Leon, when
John Hamre left to take over the presidency
of CSIS, Center for Strategic International
Studies, I asked you to step into some very
big shoes, and you took up the challenge
without hesitation. You more than lived up
to our high expectations. And no matter how
difficult the issue, you never lost your
composure and you never lost your focus.
And if ever there’s going to be another story
made of Cool Hand Luke, you’ll be the man.

Members of the Cabinet and diplomatic
corps, Members of Congress, Secretary of the
Army Louis Caldera, Secretary of the Air
Force, F. Whitten Peters, Secretary of the
Navy, Richard Danzig, leaders from across
this great institution, Janet, of course, and
my son Kevin, thank you for being here on
such a special occasion. Distinguished
guests, ladies and gentlemen, and most im-
portantly, the men and women of the United
States Armed Forces—the finest fighting
force on the face of the Earth.

Twenty-four years ago another Secretary
bid farewell to this institution. In the com-
ing days, the 13th Secretary of Defense will
return as the 21st Secretary of Defense. Don
Rumsfeld has been an enduring public serv-
ant to this country, and he’s going to be an
outstanding leader of this department. But I
must tell you, even if senator Strom
Thurmon is in the audience—and what an in-
spiring example of service he is—I have no il-
lusions. I am not returning in the year 2025.

But I do want to take this occasion to
thank you for honoring me and Janet with
your presence and to use this final occasion
to address the ranks among you—those who
wear the nation’s uniform.
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During these final days—which somehow
have become the most demanding in the last
four years—I've been afflicted by a multitude
of emotions and thoughts. Late last night,
early this morning, I was complaining to
Janet that I didn’t have enough time to even
begin to contemplate what I might say to
you today, knowing that my words would
have no more lasting effect than those words
written in sand. She replied. ‘‘Just tell them
what you feel.” That’s always what Janet
would say. ‘‘Tell them what you feel.”

I thought years back to when I was in col-
lege and I used to read the French existen-
tialists. And I think it was Gide, or it could
have been Camus, who once said that it’s the
foreknowledge of the finality of things that
destroys bliss at its very apex. In other
words, everything that is mortal must come
to an end, and therefore we can take no joy
in the experience.

I used to dabble with such thoughts as a
young college student, but 40 years of experi-
ence have taught me differently. We have
loved this job, knowing that this day would
one day have to come. We have loved not
this job, but this opportunity to be in the
presence of heroes—to walk and to sail and
to soar with eagles.

So what do I feel? I feel honor, to be sure,
but most of all, an unqualified sense of awe.
When I'm in the presence of men and women
who serve and sacrifice themselves and their
families for our freedom, I am in awe. I've
had the privilege of meeting with kings and
queens, and presidents and prime ministers,
and princes and sultans and emirs, and yes,
parliamentarians the world over. But noth-
ing has ever been more rewarding than to
visit our troops in Bosnia, in Kosovo, Korea,
Kuwait, or Saudi Arabia; to land on a carrier
in the Persian Gulf where the temperatures
can run 120, 130, 140 degrees, and to see our
sailors and Marines carrying out their duties
in that heat; to watch our Air Force put
steel on target or deliver humanitarian relief
to helpless victims of hurricanes, earth-
quakes or other natural disasters; to witness
our Coast Guardsmen protect our shores or
rescue those who are caught up in those per-
fect storms.

I marvel at your raw courage and your
willingness to constantly train and prepare
to fight the wars that can’t be prevented.
And I am touched to the core when I visit
you at Christmas time, knowing what a spe-
cial moment it is for you, how far away you
are from your families, what spirit you show
in your very loneliness as you’'re surrounded
by your comrades, what pride you take in
knowing that you save lives, that you’ve
touched hearts of total strangers, and that
you’ve given them something more precious
than gold.

And as I reflect on the swift passage of
time these past four years, all of these mo-
ments and memories come rushing at me
with a terrifying velocity. But I'd like to
share one of my earliest with you.

On our visit to Eagle Base in Bosnia on
Christmas Eve three years ago—as we have
done every holiday since that time—we
joined hundreds of soldiers to share songs
and love and levity and laughter, and to
bring them just a touch of home. As we left
around midnight, we passed along the perim-
eter and came across three young soldiers for
whom Christmas Eve meant manning a secu-
rity post that was fashioned from wood.
They were out there in the mud, in the cold,
in the darkness, standing guard in the night.

As we expressed our gratitude for their
service and conveyed our sorrow they
couldn’t be home with their families, one of
these soldiers looked at Janet and he offered
a response that we will never forget, so elo-
quent in its simplicity, so profound in its
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sincerity, ‘“That’s all right, ma’am. Some-
body has to do it. And besides, I think we’re
making a difference here.”’

Men and women of the United States
Armed Forces for the past four years, we’ve
been blessed to serve with you as you stand
guard in the night, and as you continue to
make an extraordinary difference the world
over. Because of your patriotism and profes-
sionalism, because of your dedication and
your daring, more people today sleep under
the flag of freedom than at any time in his-
tory.

So the poet asks, ‘“How should we pre-
sume?”’ I was recently asked, ‘“What’s your
legacy? What can you point to with pride
that you’ve helped to make happen on your
watch?”’ Well, I'd never really given any
thought to legacies. I simply tried to keep
the faith of all who have come before me and
those who come after.

The Chairman stole my thunder here, be-
cause I was going to engage in just a touch
of immodesty, but he already outlined every-
thing we’ve done. We have managed to se-
cure an additional $227 billion for future
years defense spending. Four years ago we
were told there wouldn’t be any increases.
We now have an additional $227 billion com-
ing to our armed forces. That’s a remarkable
achievement that this team has produced.

We’ve had the largest defense spending in-
crease in 15 years, the largest pay raise in a
generation, retirement benefits back up to 50
percent, the elimination of housing inequi-
ties for those who live off-base, overhauling
the health care system to make sure that we
give decent health care for the men and
women who are serving us and those who
have retired and their families-care that’s
worthy of this nation.

We conducted the most successful air cam-
paign in the history of warfare. We drove
Milosevic out of Kosovo, and hopefully into
oblivion, or at least to The Hague where he
can stand trial. We kept Saddam Hussein in
his box and out of his neighbors’ oil fields
and homes. We’ve enlarged the NATO family
with three new democracies. We’ve strength-
ened our relationships in South America, in
Africa, the Gulf States, South Korea, Japan,
and all of the Southeast Asian countries.
We’ve reduced nuclear weapons in Russia. We
have established military to military ties
with China.

We created the Joint Forces Command,
preparing to deter and counter those who
plot our destruction with weapons of mass
destruction. We have reoriented the Space
Command to ensure that we remain as domi-
nant in space and cyberspace as we are on
the battlefields. We’ve accelerated that Rev-
olution in Military Affairs, transforming our
forces so we can marshal and match the
power of our technology with the force of our
ideals.

And I want to mention one other thing—
we’ve Kkept our promise to help reconnect
America to its military, to remind the Amer-
ican people that we must take care of those
who take care of us and that freedom can be
lost just as easily through indifference and
neglect as it can through warfare.

In his wonderful book, On the Origins of
War and the Preservation of Peace, Donald
Kagan talked about Athenian democracy. He
said that in the end, more than they wanted
freedom, they wanted security. And when
the Athenians finally wanted not to give to
society, but for society to give to them,
when the freedom that they wished for was
freedom from responsibility, then Athens
ceased to be free. We should never let that
happen to the United States of America.

General Shelton, you quoted Chamberlain,
one of my heroes. And I would suggest that
no words better describe those that we serve.
On countless occasions I've been asked by
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foreign leaders. ‘‘How can our military be
more like America’s?’’ I'll repeat here today
what I've said time and time again. It’s not
our training, although our training is the
most rigorous in the world. It’s not our tech-
nology, although ours is the most advanced
in the world. And it’s not our tactics, al-
though ours in the most revolutionary in the
world. We have the finest military on Earth
because we have the finest people on Earth,
because we recruit and we retain the best
that America has to offer.

So as I prepare to leave public office, I
want to take this final occasion to remind
all of America: take a look at the leadership
that we have, take a look at what you see
arrayed before you here. Be inspired by their
character and their devotion to duty. Stand
in awe of their courage and their profes-
sionalism and their ability to maintain brav-
ery in the midst of tragedy and loss.

When we stood on the tarmac at Andrews
Air Force Base to welcome home the flag-
drapped coffins of those that we lost in our
embassies in East Africa, when we stood on
the pier in Norfolk with the wounded sailors
and the families of those who perished in the
Cole, when we learned of those who were lost
aboard the Osprey, and whenever the phone
rang at midnight or in the early morning
hours telling me of an accident that would
not make the headlines, but that would rip a
hole in the hearts of the families who were
affected, then we understand why these
brave men and women and their families
truly are patriots among us—the pride of
America, the envy of the world.

Finally, I'd like to pay special tribute to
the most remarkable person in my life. When
you think of Janet Langhart Cohen, you
think of passion, of fire, of spirit. Creative
ideas spring from her like the cherry blos-
soms around the Tidal Basin, only it’s not
just in the spring time, they’'re always
springing forward. And it’s not just the cre-
ativity, it’s moving from the creation of the
idea to the actuality of the event.

I think of all she has been able to do—cre-
ating that first Family Forum or the Pen-
tagon Pops, helping to organize those holi-
day tours overseas, creating the new USO
Corridor in the Pentagon and a new liaison
office in the Pentagon, hosting that Special
Assignment television program that goes
worldwide to our troops, receiving the VFW
Award, then just last week the Zach Fisher
Award, being recognized by the United
States Chamber of Commerce for her work
on behalf of all of those in uniform, and yes,
named the First Lady of the USO. But I
would say most of all, she has loved our men
and women in uniform with a zeal that tran-
scends any ability of mine to describe. I have
never felt more alive—or more ignored—than
when she’s out there with the troops. Lou
Gehrig was wrong, I'm the luckiest man
alive.

So it’s time for the two of us to take our
leave. We have a new President who has as-
sembled a great new national security team
and they will, with your help and God’s help,
continue to make the United States of Amer-
ica the greatest force for freedom in the
world.

I'd like to close with the paraphrased
words of the poet Tagore. ‘‘“When one comes
and whispers to me, ‘Thy days are ended,’ let
me say to him, ‘I have lived and loved and
not in mere time.” And he will ask, ‘Will thy
songs remain?’ And I shall say, ‘I know not,
but this I know. That often when I sang, I
found my eternity.’”’ Thank you.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE VICTOR
BORGE

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, one
of the great joys of being a United
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States Senator from Connecticut is the
privilege of counting so many extraor-
dinary individuals as my constituents.
One of the most extraordinary of
them—Victor Borge—passed away
quietly in his Greenwich, Connecticut,
home last month at the age of 91. He
will be missed by millions of fans the
world over, including me.

Victor Borge often famously told his
audiences that ‘‘the shortest distance
between two people is a smile.” Indeed,
the entertainer known the world over
as the Clown Prince of Denmark was
singularly responsible for millions of
upturned lips—and untold bouts of
hysterical laughter—during a magnifi-
cent career as a comedian and musi-
cian that spanned almost a century.

I’d like to take a few minutes today
to remember the remarkable life and
laughter inspired by Victor Borge, an
entertainer who gave new meaning to
the expression ‘‘tickling the ivories”
by combining comedy and classical
piano as no one else ever has. He was a
one-of-a-kind keyboard ham who en-
joyed making his audiences laugh as
much as he enjoyed making music.

He was a classically trained concert
pianist who could be in the middle of a
breathtaking rendition of Strauss’
“Die Fledermaus” and suddenly fall
right off the side of his piano bench,
sending his audience into hysterics. Or
in a similar stunt, while in the middle
of conducting an aria, a soprano’s high
note might blast him right off his
stool, and he would stoically climb
back on, only this time wielding a safe-
ty belt to bolt himself to his seat.
Sometimes Victor would intentionally
strike the wrong pitch at the piano,
only to brandish the sheet music and a
pair of scissors and literally cut out
the offending note.

He’s the only musician I know who
could begin a solemn rendering of Bee-
thoven’s ‘‘Moonlight Sonata,” then
seamlessly slide into Cole Porter’s
“Night and Day.” To say nothing of his
ability to morph Mozart into ‘‘Happy
Birthday.” Sight gags and musical
quirks were only part of the act. Borge
always had a stable of rhetorical flour-
ishes at the ready, such as, ‘‘Mozart
wrote this piece in four flats, because
he moved three times while composing
it.”

I felt lucky to count Victor as my
friend. I’ll never forget the many times
I tried to give a speech to a roomful of
people, only to find myself drawn into
the role of his straight man as he joked
with the droopy-faced delivery that
made everyone laugh until in hurt.

His comic genius hid the life story of
a European Jew who narrowly escaped
Nazi persecution. Borge was born in
Copenhagen, Denmark, to a father who
was a violinist in the Royal Danish
Philharmonic. The younger Borge was
a child prodigy concert pianist,
debuting at age 8, and a Scandinavian
star by his early 20s. By 1940, he was at
the top of the Nazis’ extermination list
because he poked fun at Hitler and the
Third Reich in his act. Ultimately,
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