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I am sure that many of my col-
leagues remember and appreciate Cap-
tain Walsh’s service as Director of Leg-
islation in the Navy’s Office of Legisla-
tive Affairs, followed by his tour of
duty as Executive Director for Senate
Affairs under the Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Legislative Affairs. Dur-
ing these assignments, he directly con-
tributed to clear and concise commu-
nication between Congress and the De-
partments of the Navy and Defense on
a broad range of legislative matters. So
noteworthy are his talents, knowledge,
and integrity, that Captain Walsh has
been chosen to serve on the staff of the
Senate Armed Services Committee.
The Navy’s loss is certainly the Sen-
ate’s gain, and we look forward to
working with Dick Walsh for many
years to come.

The Nation, the United States Navy,
and the Judge Advocate General’s
Corps have been made better through
the talent and dedication of Captain
Richard F. Walsh. I know all of my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Dick
on the completion of his outstanding
military career, and we welcome him
to the Senate staff.®

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. THOMPSON:

S. 1095. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to restore promised GI Bill edu-
cational benefits to Vietnam era veterans,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms.
LANDRIEU):

S. 1096. A bill to eliminate the requirement
that certain covered beneficiaries under
chapter 55 of title 10, United States Code, ob-
tain a nonavailability-of-health-care state-
ment with respect to obstetrics and gyneco-
logical care related to a pregnancy; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. THOMPSON (for himself and
Mr. FRIST):

S. 1097. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to issue right-of-way permits for
natural gas pipelines within the boundary of
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mr.
BIDEN, Mr. DEWINE, and Mr. HARKIN):

S. Res. 116. A resolution congratulating the
Republic of Slovenia on its tenth anniver-
sary of independence; considered and agreed
to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 258
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
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(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 258, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to provide
for coverage under the Medicare pro-
gram of annual screening pap smear
and screening pelvic exams.
S. 21
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S.
277, a bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to provide for an
increase in the Federal minimum wage.
S. 345
At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 345, a bill to amend the Ani-
mal Welfare Act to strike the limita-
tion that permits interstate movement
of live birds, for the purpose of fight-
ing, to States in which animal fighting
is lawful.
S. 392
At the request of Mr. SARBANES, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
392, a bill to grant a Federal Charter to
Korean War Veterans Association, In-
corporated, and for other purposes.
S. 497
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 497, a bill to express the sense
of Congress that the Department of De-
fense should field currently available
weapons, other technologies, tactics
and operational concepts that provide
suitable alternatives to anti-personnel
mines and mixed anti-tank mine sys-
tems and that the United States should
end its use of such mines and join the
Convention on the Prohibition of Anti-
Personnel Mines as soon as possible, to
expand support for mine action pro-
grams including mine victim assist-
ance, and for other purposes.
S. 662
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-
VENS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
662, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to furnish
headstones or markers for marked
graves of, or to otherwise commemo-
rate, certain individuals.
S. 672
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 672, a bill to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide for
the continued classification of certain
aliens as children for purposes of that
Act in cases where the aliens ‘‘age-out”

while awaiting immigration proc-
essing, and for other purposes.
S. 756

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 756, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend and
modify the credit for electricity pro-
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duced from biomass, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 838
At the request of Mr. DoDD, the name
of the Senator from Louisiana (Ms.
LANDRIEU) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 838, a bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to im-
prove the safety and efficacy of phar-
maceuticals for children.
S. 887
At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
887, a bill to amend the Torture Vic-
tims Relief Act of 1986 to authorize ap-
propriations to provide assistance for
domestic centers and programs for the
treatment of victims of torture.
S. 913
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. TORRICELLI), and the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS)
were added as cosponsors of S. 913, a
bill to amend title XVIII of the Social
Security Act to provide for coverage
under the Medicare program of all oral
anticancer drugs.
S. 917
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 917, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
clude from gross income amounts re-
ceived on account of claims based on
certain unlawful discrimination and to
allow income averaging for backpay
and frontpay awards received on ac-
count of such claims, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 940
At the request of Mr. DoODD, the name
of the Senator from Maryland (Mr.
SARBANES) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 940, a bill to leave no child behind.
S. 964
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S.
964, a bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to provide for an
increase in the Federal minimum wage.
S. 999
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. CORZINE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 999, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to provide for a
Korea Defense Service Medal to be
issued to members of the Armed Forces
who participated in operations in
Korea after the end of the Korean War.
S. 1019
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1019, a bill to provide for monitoring of
aircraft air quality, to require air car-
riers to produce certain mechanical
and maintenance records, and for other
purposes.
S. 1037
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
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HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1037, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to authorize disability re-
tirement to be granted posthumously
for members of the Armed Forces who
die in the line of duty while on active
duty, and for other purposes.
S. 1066
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1066, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to establish proce-
dures for determining payment
amounts for new clinical diagnostic
laboratory tests for which payment is
made under the Medicare program.
S. 1083
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1083, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
clude clinical social worker services
from coverage under the medicare
skilled nursing facility prospective
payment system.
S. 1084
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1084, a bill to prohibit the impor-
tation into the United States of dia-
monds unless the countries exporting
the diamonds have in place a system of
controls on rough diamonds, and for
other purposes.
S. RES. 71
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. WELLSTONE) and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 71, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding the need to preserve six day
mail delivery.
S. RES. 72
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
GRAMM) was withdrawn as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 72, a resolution designating
the month of April as ‘‘National Sexual
Assault Awareness Month.”’
S. CON. RES. 37
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 37, a concurrent res-
olution expressing the sense of Con-
gress on the importance of promoting
electronic commerce, and for other
purposes.
S. CON. RES. 43
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE) and the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. LUGAR) were added as cosponsors
of S. Con. Res. 43, a concurrent resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Senate
regarding the Republic of Korea’s ongo-
ing practice of limiting United States
motor vehicles access to its domestic
market.
S. CON. RES. 53
At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
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DEWINE) and the Senator from OXkla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Con. Res. 53, concurrent
resolution encouraging the develop-
ment of strategies to reduce hunger
and poverty, and to promote free mar-
ket economies and democratic institu-
tions, in sub-Saharan Africa.

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 53, supra.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Ms. LANDRIEU):

S. 1096. A bill to eliminate the re-
quirement that certain covered bene-
ficiaries under chapter 55 of title 10,
United States Code, obtain a nonavail-
ability-of-health-care statement with
respect to obstetrics and gynecological
care related to a pregnancy; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Military Spouse
Physician Choice Act of 2001. This leg-
islation amends the Civilian Health
and Medical Program of the Uniformed
Services, CHAMPUS, to eliminate the
requirement that a military dependent
obtain a nonavailability statement,
NAS, or a waiver from a commanding
officer of a military treatment facility,
in order to receive maternity care from
a civilian doctor. I am pleased that my
colleague Senator LANDRIEU is joining
me in introducing this legislation.

This legislation, which is a com-
panion to H.R. 15611, introduced in the
House by Representatives JIM RYUN
and SUSAN DAVIS, will eliminate the re-
quirement for TRICARE Standard ma-
ternity patients to obtain military
nonavailability statements before see-
ing other doctors. Under current pol-
icy, Standard patients who live within
40 miles of a military medical facility
must obtain a NAS from the facility
commander before receiving pregnancy
care from a civilian physician.

Over 53 percent of our Nation’s active
service personnel today are married.
Maintaining a high quality of life for
these men and women in uniform must
include the best possible health care
for their spouses. While the services
may recruit men and women to serve
in our military forces, the reality is
that we retain families to protect our
Nation. It is therefore critical that all
military spouses receive the health
care services they signed up for.

Currently, a military dependent has
two options under the military’s health
care system. All military personnel
and 84 percent of military dependents
enroll in TRICARE Prime, which is the
military’s version of an HMO. Prime
provides quality care, usually at a
military treatment facility on the post
or base. However, some dependents
choose to enroll in the military’s fee-
for-service plans, called TRICARE
Standard and Extra. These dependents
voluntarily accept higher copayments
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and deductibles in return for the prom-
ise of freedom to choose their own doc-
tor.

Unfortunately, the promises in the
enrollment brochure do not apply in all
circumstances. Currently, a woman
who chooses a civilian doctor through
TRICARE Standard or Extra is forced
to change doctors and return to the
military treatment facility when she
becomes pregnant. The only way for
her to continue using her own doctor is
to receive special permission from the
commanding officer of that military
treatment facility. The result is a bu-
reaucratic nightmare.

This situation is a concern for mili-
tary dependents across the country. It
represents a break in continuity of
care that compromises the invaluable
relationship between a woman and her
doctor. A woman who has a trusted re-
lationship with her civilian ob/gyn is
required to change to a doctor at the
military treatment facility due to an
unnecessary regulation that can, and
should, be fixed.

Military families deserve better
treatment. Many of them consistently
pay higher premiums and accept higher
out-of-pocket costs in exchange for an
active role in controlling their health
care decisions. It should not take a
military order to allow a woman to
stay with her regular doctor for pre-
natal, delivery and postnatal care. This
is why Senator LANDRIEU and I are in-
troducing legislation to cut through
this burdensome red tape. The Military
Spouse Physician Choice Act would
eliminate the need for women to get
special permission to receive the con-
tinuity of care they were promised.

Over the past few years, Congress has
made several positive changes to mili-
tary health care services. We have
given our military personnel the abil-
ity to choose the health care option
that is right for each of their families.
We have enabled our military treat-
ment facilities to maintain a high level
of excellence, making them the choice
of most military dependents. It only
follows that a pregnant spouse should
be able to choose to utilize that treat-
ment facility but not be mandated to
do so.

If we want to continue to recruit and
retain quality people for our armed
services, we need to show them that
they and their families will be treated
fairly when making health care deci-
sions.

I am very pleased that the Military
Coalition, a consortium of nationally
prominent uniformed services and vet-
erans organizations representing more
than 5.5 million members plus their
families, has endorsed this legislation.
The Retired Officers Association,
TROA, has as well because the current
policy denies TRICARE Standard bene-
ficiaries one of the most important
principles of quality health care, con-
tinuity of care by a provider of their
choice.
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