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the wolves or the musk ox and the
birds that come through into the wil-
derness and the refuge.

They further say there would be im-
mense spills. They go one step further
and suggest the greasy oil slick sur-
rounding the Galapagos is somehow
connected to the danger and exposure
to this area.

It is paramount to recognize the con-
nection between the nominee for the
Secretary of the Interior and this par-
ticular issue. She will not be making
the decision. She will simply be for-
warding the facts to the Congress and
to the administration surrounding
whether or not it can be opened safely.

I implore those following this debate
to recognize one significant issue that
concerns California today. If one will
look at what has happened to Cali-
fornia as a consequence of a decision
made some time ago to depend on out-
side energy sources, outside the State
of California, for their gas and for their
electricity, and the consequences of
what has happened. Twenty- five per-
cent of the energy of California comes
outside that State. There hasn’t been
one new generating plant built there of
any consequence in the last decade.
California environmentalists made de-
cisions and those decisions have come
back today. Those California environ-
mentalists have to bear the responsi-
bility for those decisions. They are
pretty hard to find right now. You
don’t see them around saying, maybe
we did make a mistake, maybe we
should have encouraged an energy sup-
ply within the State of California.
They were very instrumental in saying
we will buy the energy from Wash-
ington State, we will buy it from Brit-
ish Columbia where they have a lot of
hydropower. We won’t develop it with-
in our State.

They are paying the price now. Their
two major utilities are in bankruptcy.
A bankruptcy judge may come in and
say, all right, California consumer, this
is what it will cost you for your en-
ergy. I am not prepared to go into this
at this time but the Energy and Nat-
ural Resource Committee will be hold-
ing a hearing Wednesday and go into
this matter at length.

I draw the parallel. We know what
happened in California today by de-
pending on outside energy sources. The
parallel is, this Nation today, the
United States of America, is 56 percent
dependent on imported oil. Where is it
coming from? It is coming from Saudi
Arabia, it is coming from Mexico, it is
coming from Venezuela. Where else is
it coming from? It is coming from Iraq,
our old friend Saddam Hussein. We are
importing 750,000 barrels a day of oil
from Iraq. We fought a war over there
in 1992. We lost 147 American lives. We
had over 400 wounded. How quickly we
forget.

What is Saddam Hussein doing? We
know he is developing a missile capa-
bility. We know he is developing a bio-
logical capability. Who is it aimed at
in the Middle East? Israel. Iraq is the

greatest threat to the peace process in
the Middle East—Saddam Hussein.
What are we doing about it? We are
turning around and buying more oil,
importing it to the extent that we are
56 percent dependent today. The De-
partment of Energy suggests by the
year 2004 we will be 64 percent depend-
ent.

The parallel is there. California and
their dependence on outside sources for
their energy and the United States
today dependent 56 percent on oil.

The energy bill we are proposing, we
are committed to reduce our depend-
ence to less than 50 percent by initi-
ating exploration in the continental
United States in the overthrust belt,
Wyoming, Montana, New Mexico, Mon-
tana, and my State of Alaska, and part
of that involves opening up the small
area of the coastal plain, using science
and technology, the winter roads, the
icy roads, and the expense we have had
for 30 years where there has never been
a proven exposure to the caribou asso-
ciated with exploration for oil and gas.

So, let’s remember this parallel. You
depend on outsiders, you lose your le-
verage, and you pay the price. It hap-
pened in California. It can happen
today. As far as I’m concerned, it is
happening.

Whether we want to reduce that risk
associated with this issue which has
become a part of the deliberation of
Gale Norton is up to us. I think it is
fair to say we can probably terminate
the debate on the nomination.

Mr. BYRD. Madam President, I am
pleased to join my colleagues today in
supporting the president’s nomination
of Mrs. Gale Norton to be the next Sec-
retary of the Department of the Inte-
rior.

As the ranking minority member on
the appropriations subcommittee
which provides funding for the Interior
department, I have a particular inter-
est in this Cabinet position. I know
that effectively managing this depart-
ment—an organization of 69,000 em-
ployees and an $8.4 billion budget—is
not an easy task. The Interior Sec-
retary is charged with overseeing the
379 parks of the National Park System,
the 521 refuges and the 66 national fish
hatcheries of the Fish and Wildlife
Service, the 264 million acres of land
managed by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, and serving the needs of 1.4
million American Indians. Clearly,
with a portfolio that broad, it is easy
to see that the programs under the ju-
risdiction of the Secretary have a di-
rect impact on every state in the union
and nearly every American citizen.

I am aware of the controversy that
has surrounded this nomination. I
know that there are those who do not
see Mrs. Norton as an ally. There have
been many accusations made con-
cerning the nominee’s public policy po-
sitions, and she has been, in my opin-
ion, unfairly derided as a result of cer-
tain past working relationships. De-
spite this, I remain confident that, as
Secretary, Gale Norton will be respon-

sive to the concerns of the American
people, particularly those concerns ex-
pressed by the Congress.

I have personally talked with Mrs.
Norton, and while I will not say that
we had an in-depth discussion of all the
issues which come before the Interior
Department, I can say that, with re-
spect to those subject matters we did
discuss, I found Gale Norton to be well
informed. More importantly, I found
her willing to consider various points
of view. Obviously, Senators cannot ex-
pect a Cabinet Secretary to agree with
us on all things at all times. But what
we should expect is to have an oppor-
tunity to present our views, or present
the case of those we represent, and to
have those views heard in a fair and
unbiased manner. I believe Mrs. Norton
will deliver quite well on that expecta-
tion.

Madam President, I wish Gale Norton
well as she embarks on a difficult as-
signment, and she will work with the
Congress to ensure that we fulfill our
land management and trust respon-
sibilities to the American people in a
fair, economical, and efficient manner.

f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous
consent the Senate now go into a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak up to 10 min-
utes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

NOMINATIONS

SENATOR SPENCER ABRAHAM TO BE SECRETARY
OF ENERGY

Mr. BYRD. Madam President, I sup-
ported the nomination of Senator
Spencer Abraham as the next Sec-
retary of Energy, and I look forward to
working with him in his new position.
While I know that Senator Abraham
will be facing a host of new issues at
the Department of Energy, I welcome
his appointment.

I believe that Senator Abraham has a
commitment to address the many com-
plicated, intertwining energy, environ-
mental, and economic questions that
he will be faced with on a daily basis as
Energy Secretary. In recent years, the
Department of Energy has been rocked
by high profile scandals and security
breaches and criticism for failing to
address compounding energy policy
problems. The Department of Energy
has longstanding internal problems re-
garding agency morale, a complicated
system of laboratories, the cleanup of
DOE’s nuclear complex, and competi-
tion between fuel and industry inter-
ests. Secretary Abraham will have a
defining role in determining the needs
and priorities for our national security,
energy policy, science and technology,
and environmental management.

First and foremost, he will need to
work with Congress in the development
of a balanced, comprehensive national
energy policy. If our ultimate national
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interests are ever to be achieved, we
must address the overarching concerns
witnessed by the current price hikes in
gasoline, home heating oil, electricity,
and natural gas. Though I am certain
that, in time, these crises will pass as
most crises do, I fear that, as a nation,
we will sink back into energy som-
nolence. The alarm bells are ringing
loudly today, and it is time to wake up
and address our need for a serious com-
prehensive national energy strategy.
At the same time, a comprehensive en-
ergy strategy must also incorporate a
strong environmental policy and eco-
nomic incentives to benefit our nation
as a whole.

The new Energy Secretary agreed
with me that coal is integral to any na-
tional energy strategy. When I met
with him, we discussed Clean Coal
Technologies and other research that
can utilize many of our domestic en-
ergy resources in economically and en-
vironmentally sound ways. Since 1985,
when I established the Clean Coal
Technology initiative with a Congres-
sional authorization of $750 million,
more than $2.4 billion has been in-
vested in this successful program. Sec-
retary Abraham voiced Administration
support for these efforts. By utilizing
our nation’s knowledge and resources,
we can meet our energy demands while
also improving the environment.

Additionally, I urged the new Energy
Secretary to find ways to address the
global climate change challenge. I hope
he will continue to support long-
standing initiatives that can address
climate change as well as find more
ways to deploy our advanced tech-
nologies in the market, both domesti-
cally and internationally. These new
technologies and ideas have been paid
for by the American people, tested in
our laboratories, and demonstrated
with the support and assistance of the
private sector, and must be deployed if
the global community is ever going to
seriously tackle the problem of global
climate change.

In the coming months, there cer-
tainly will be debate over how best to
protect the environment, without risk-
ing the economic security of our own
country. Adopting a commonsense na-
tional energy policy that takes advan-
tage of our advanced technologies,
while also utilizing our vast energy re-
sources, can be a win-win situation for
the environment and the economy.

f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

COMMENDING THE SPECIAL OLYM-
PICS ATHLETES, COACHES, AND
SUPPORTERS

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend the Idahoans who
will participate in the 2001 Special
Olympics World Winter Games in An-
chorage, Alaska, this March 4th
through 11th. The Special Olympics
World Games is an event of Special
Olympics, Inc. It is an international

competition offered once every two
years in Olympic tradition, alternating
winter and summer games.

Chris Fonk of Burley and Wendy
Newsom of Boise will compete in Al-
pine skiing. Eric Dille of Burley will be
the Alpine skiing alternate. Chad Moe
and Lacy Cummings, both of Lewiston,
will compete in Nordic skiing. Janet
Bush of Mountain Home and Jeff Frost
of Pocatello will be the Nordic skiing
alternates. April Empey of Blackfoot,
Chris Blair of Burley and Dennis
Knifong of Boise will compete in
snowshoeing.

Snowshoe coach, Terry Kinkead of
Burley, and Nordic coach, Manny
Sheibany of Moscow, will also take
part in the 2001 World Winter Games.
The efforts of Terry, Manny, and so
many other coaches, volunteers, and
supporters has helped the Idaho Special
Olympics program offer the oppor-
tunity to benefit through sports train-
ing and competition to thousands of
people with mental retardation.

In turn, every Special Olympics com-
petition leaves its spectators with a
better understanding of people who
have mental retardation. Through
their spirited participation, we learn
that these athletes appreciate chal-
lenges and benefit greatly from encour-
agement. We are shown that excellence
is a matter of passion and determina-
tion. Most important, we are made to
realize that the emotional and spir-
itual health of people with special
needs is largely a reflection of the re-
spect and acceptance they receive in
their community at large.

I am very proud of these Idaho ath-
letes, their coaches, and their sup-
porters. Special Olympics enlighten us,
and then leave our souls soaring.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO JOHN A. VATTES
∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to honor John
A. Vattes, Staff Accountant for the
New Hampshire Housing Finance Au-
thority, upon his retirement.

John, who received two Associate De-
grees from Hesser College, has faith-
fully served the New Hampshire Hous-
ing Finance Authority and the sur-
rounding community for many years.
In addition to holding the position of
Staff Accountant at the New Hamp-
shire Housing Finance Authority, he
has also been the Supervisor of Large
Power Billing for Public Service Com-
pany of New Hampshire for thirty
years. I applaud his hard work and
dedication in these positions.

In addition to giving to the New
Hampshire Housing Finance Authority
and Public Service Company of New
Hampshire, John worked tirelessly on
New Hampshire political campaigns for
former U.S. Senator Gordon J. Hum-
phrey. John has also been a trusted and
longtime friend to me for my Congres-
sional elections since the beginning of
my political career. He has worked
diligently on behalf of New Hampshire
political candidates on the local, state
and federal levels for over two decades.

A veteran of the Korean conflict,
Vattes served New Hampshire and his
country with honor as a member of the
U.S. Marine Corps. He has worked self-
lessly within his local community for
the South Little League in Manchester
for 5 years as player agent and has
served as a member of the Knights of
Columbus.

John Vattes is truly an extraor-
dinary individual and loyal friend. He
has devoted countless hours as a volun-
teer in his community while still find-
ing time for his family. He and Dotty,
his wife of 40 years, are the proud par-
ents of four children: Wendy, Lori,
Mark and Shane. John enjoys leisure
time pursuing his personal hobbies
which include politics, reading, chess,
exercising and traveling.

I commend John Vattes and wish him
the best upon his retirement. It has
been a pleasure to work with him in
the years past, and it is truly an honor
to represent him in the U.S. Senate.∑

f

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

f

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

f

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–418. A communication from the Trial
Attorney of the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Power Brake Regulations:
Freight Power Brake Revisions’’ (RIN2130–
AB16) received on January 8, 2001; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC–419. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Federal Trade Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report re-
lating to smokeless tobacco health edu-
cation for the years 1998 and 1999; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC–420. A communication from the Chief
Counsel of the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Tech-
nology Opportunities Program’’ (RIN0660–
ZA06) received on January 9, 2001; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC–421. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator for Fisheries, National
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