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about $800,000 in grants under the
Housing Opportunities for Persons with
AIDS program.

But this day is not one solely devoted
to statistics about this disease. Though
the numbers are mind-numbing, some-
times the most devastating loss is
measured in terms of those who con-
tributed to our culture, our society,
through literature, sports, public serv-
ice and private business. AIDS has cre-
ated a loss for our society in terms of
books not written, music not played,
business left undone, research undis-
covered—put simply—lives not lived.
On this somber anniversary I stand
here on the Senate floor to note that
one of the first was an Oregonian, a
man named ‘‘Chuck” whose medical
history is annotated in a CDC report
released twenty years ago. Today’s
Washington Post noted only a sliver of
his life—that he was from Oregon and
that he had a penchant for wearing
cowboy boots. Chuck has been dead for
19 years.

——

DRUG ENFORCEMENT
ADMINISTRATION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, as
chairman of the Senate Caucus on
International Narcotics Control, I rise
today to compliment the men and
women of the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, DEA. As chairman, I
have watched these American heroes
work day and night on the front lines
of the struggle against international
drug trafficking.

DEA’s mission is to identify, target,
and dismantle the most powerful drug
syndicates operating around the world
that smuggle their poison into Amer-
ican communities. These syndicates
are far more powerful and violent than
any organized criminal groups that
American law enforcement has yet en-
countered. Unlike traditional orga-
nized crime, these 21st century crooks
operate globally with transnational
networks to conduct illicit enterprises
simultaneously in many different coun-
tries.

The drug traffickers whom DEA faces
pose nothing less than a foreign threat
to the national security of the United
States. International trafficking
groups today have at their disposal the
most sophisticated communications
technology and their arsenal includes
radar-equipped aircraft, advanced
weaponry, and an army of workers who
oversee the drug business from the
source zones to the urban areas and
rural locations within the TUnited
States. These drug traffickers reach
even into my home State of Iowa, in
America’s heartland. Local, rural po-
lice and sheriffs departments must now
deal with international organized
crime.

All of this modern technology and
these vast resources enable the leaders
of international criminal groups to
build organizations that, together with
their surrogates operating within the
United States, reach into all parts of
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America. The leaders of these crime
groups use their organizations to carry
out the work of transporting drugs into
the United States, and franchise others
to distribute drugs, thereby allowing
them to remain beyond the reach of
American justice. Those involved in
international drug trafficking often
generate such tremendous profits that
they are able to corrupt law enforce-
ment, military and political officials
overseas in order to create and retain a
safe haven for themselves. DEA’s focus
on international trafficking organiza-
tions makes that agency a critical and
effective weapon in countering this
threat to our way of life, here and
abroad.

The threat posed by Colombian drug
traffickers is particularly dire. The
international drug syndicates
headquartered in Colombia, and oper-
ating through Mexico and the Carib-
bean, control both the sources and the
flow of many dangerous drugs into the
United States. The vast majority of the
cocaine entering the United States
continues to come from the source
countries of Colombia, Bolivia, and
Peru. For the past two decades—up to
recent years—criminal syndicates from
Colombia ruled the drug trade with an
iron fist, increasing their profit margin
by controlling the entire continuum of
the cocaine market. Their control
ranged from the wholesale cocaine base
production in Peru, Bolivia, and Co-
lombia, to the cocaine hydrochloride,
HCL, production and processing cen-
ters in Colombia, to the wholesale dis-
tribution of cocaine on the streets of
the United States.

In response to this threat, the DEA
carries out cutting-edge, sophisticated
investigations 1like Millennium and
White Horse which have led to the dis-
mantling of major portions of the most
significant drug trafficking organiza-
tions operating not just out of Colom-
bia, but throughout the world. DEA’s
accomplishments could take hours to
review in detail, but let me mention
just a few here today.

In 1999, Operation Millennium suc-
cessfully targeted major traffickers
who had previously operated without
fear of capture or prosecution in the
United States, believing that only
their low-level operatives were at risk.
This enforcement operation effectively
demonstrated that even the highest
level traffickers based in foreign coun-
tries could not manage drug operations
inside the United States with impu-
nity. Operation Millennium was made
possible by direct support from the
governments of Colombia and Mexico,
and underscore the importance of co-
operation among international drug
law enforcement agencies.

In November 2000, DEA, FBI, and U.S.
Customs culminated an 18 month in-
vestigation targeting a multi-ethnic,
transnational MDMA, Ecstasy, and co-
caine distribution organization, fol-
lowing up on enforcement action by
Dutch police in the Netherlands. The
investigation, known as Operation Red
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Tide, was a textbook example of the
new multi-agency, multi-national law
enforcement cooperation needed to
thwart organized crime in the 21st Cen-
tury. As a result of this cooperative ef-
fort, 1,096 pounds, 2.1 million tablets, of
MDMA, the largest single seizure of the
drug in history, were seized by U.S.
Customs agents. The head of the orga-
nization, Tamer Adel Ibrahim, fled the
U.S. after the seizure, but was quickly
traced to Mexico and then to Europe by
the multi-agency team. Ibrahim, along
with others, were arrested and 1.2 mil-
lion tablets of MDMA were seized by
the Dutch National Police.

Cases similar to Operation Red Tide
exemplify the unprecedented level of
international law enforcement co-
operation in effect today. The inves-
tigation targeting the transnational
MDMA and cocaine trafficking syn-
dicate was a cooperative effort by the
U.S. law enforcement agencies, as well
as the Dutch National Police/Regional
Team South, Mexico’s Fiscalia
Especializad Para La Atencion De
Delitos, FEADS, the Israeli National
Police, the German Federal Police,
Bundes Kriminal Amt, the Cologne,
Germany Police Department, the
Duissburg Germany Police Depart-
ment, the Italian National Police and
the French National Police.

This investigation is extremely im-
portant because MDMA, Ecstasy, is a
new threat with a potential to cause
great damage, especially to America’s
youth. Operation Red Tide has ensured
that a large volume of ecstasy that
would have made it into the hands of
our youth never hit the streets. It has
sent a strong message to the traf-
fickers that the United States and DEA
is leading a global response to the drug
threat.

Last December, the DEA, again to-
gether with U.S. Customs and the FBI,
completed Operation Impunity II, re-
sulting in 82 arrests and the seizure of
5,266 kilograms of cocaine, 9,708 pounds
of marijuana, and approximately
$10,890,295 in U.S. currency. Impunity II
follows earlier successes dating back to
1996 in Operation Limelight and Oper-
ation Impunity I—and was the result of
the outstanding coordination between
Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment officials and prosecutors across
the country.

Operation Impunity II was a multi-
agency law enforcement program that
targeted a wide ranging conspiracy to
smuggle thousands of pounds of co-
caine and marijuana from Mexico,
across the southwest border into
Texas, for distribution throughout the
United States. The organization placed
managers in the United States and re-
tained the organizational command
and control elements in Mexico. In ad-
dition to remnants from the Carrillo-
Fuentes organization, TU.S. agents
learned that some members of the
Mexican Gulf Cartel had also become
associated with the organization, in-
cluding Osiel Cardenas-Guillen, alleg-
edly a former Gulf Cartel lieutenant.
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You may remember that Cardenas-
Guillen is also charged with assault on
an FBI agent and a DEA agent in Mat-
amoros, Mexico, on November 9, 1999.
Clearly this operation sends a clear sig-
nal that if traffickers threaten or harm
a federal agent, they will not get away
with impunity.

In January of this year, Operation
White Horse targeted a large scale her-
oin trafficking organization, directed
by Wilson Salazar-Maldonado, which
was responsible for sending multi-kilo-
gram quantities of heroin from Colom-
bia to the Northeastern United States
via Aruba. The investigation was con-
ducted jointly by the Colombian Na-
tional Police, DEA Bogota, Curacao,
Philadelphia and New York, and the
Special Operations Division. This in-
vestigation resulted in 96 arrests, as
well as the seizure of multi-kilograms
quantities of heroin and cocaine, weap-
ons and U.S. currency.

DEA remains committed to its pri-
mary goal of targeting and arresting
the most significant drug traffickers in
the world today. Their successes in-
clude not only the operations I just
mentioned, but also the historic de-
struction of the Cali and Medellin Car-
tels. DEA meets the ultimate test of
bringing to justice the drug lords who
control their vast empires of crime,
which bring misery to so many na-
tions. As we sustain a relentless as-
sault against drug traffickers, we must
insist that these drug lords be arrested,
tried and convicted, and sentenced in
their own countries to prison terms
commensurate with their crimes, or, as
appropriate, extradited to the United
States to face justice in U.S. courts. I
hope other Senators will join with me
in acknowledging the fine work by
DEA, and in supporting their efforts in
the future.

——————

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY COMMU-
NITY ASSISTANCE, RESEARCH
AND EDUCATION AMENDMENTS
OF 2001

Mr. REID. Mr. President, S. 805, in-
troduced on May 1, 2001 by Senator
WELLSTONE, is a vital step toward the
day when advanced research will find
ways to halt, and even cure, the mala-
dies of muscular dystrophy.

Muscular dystrophy is a genetic dis-
order—actually, nine separate genetic
disorders that cause wasting of muscle
tissue throughout the body. One-quar-
ter of a million Americans of all ages
suffer from the disease. One form of it,
Duchenne’s, strikes young boys, and
usually takes their lives before they
reach their twentieth birthday. All
forms of it are disabling and costly.

Since 1966, the entertainer Jerry
Lewis has conducted a telethon on
Labor Day, calling the nation’s atten-
tion to muscular dystrophy, and asking
help for its victims and their families.
The Muscular Dystrophy Association,
which Jerry Lewis chairs, has raised
hundreds of millions of dollars for the
treatment and relief of this disease. It
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supports over two hundred clinics, and
makes wheelchairs and braces avail-
able to people suffering from muscular
dystrophy.

Part of the money the association
raises—about $30 million yearly—goes
to support research projects. But for
the breakthroughs to occur that will
enable scientists not just to treat, but
to halt the disease, research funding
must be substantially increased. This
is the purpose of S. 805.

S. 805 calls upon the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH) and the Centers
for Disease Control to establish Cen-
ters of Excellence, in which intensified
clinical research can be conducted that
will speed the discovery of cures for the
various forms of muscular dystrophy.
This legislation would provide the Di-
rector of the NIH, and the Directors of
the several institutes within the NIH
where research into muscular dys-
trophy is being conducted, with au-
thority and responsibility to con-
centrate and intensify that research ef-
fort, with the funds needed to conduct
clinical trials. In short, it gives NIH
the organization and the mandate to
exploit recent advances in gene ther-
apy. The goal is the swiftest possible
rescue for children and adults whose
lives will otherwise be lost or badly
damaged by muscular dystrophy.

The Congress has responded gener-
ously and often to the demand for re-
search funding aimed at other diseases
that shorten or impair the lives of
Americans. It is time to add muscular
dystrophy to the list of those diseases.
I commend my colleagues for intro-
ducing S. 805, and I ask that my name
be added as a cosponsor of the bill.

———

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY last month. The Local Law
Enforcement Act of 2001 would add new
categories to current hate crimes legis-
lation sending a signal that violence of
any kind is unacceptable in our soci-
ety.

I would like to describe a heinous
crime that occurred August 11, 2000 in
New York City. A 17-year-old, who an-
nounced to his parents he was gay ear-
lier this year, was recovering after his
parents severely beat him. Police say
that Hendrick Paterson, 49, and Sharon
Paterson, 36, allegedly repeatedly
smashed their son with a lead pipe at a
relative’s home as they yelled anti-gay
slurs. ‘““‘God will punish you for your
lifestyle!”” ““You can’t be gay,”’ the cou-
ple is quoted as saying. The son was
rushed to the hospital where he was
treated and released for multiple welts
to his body.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
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that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE
PROCESS

Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, the
latest round of violence in the Middle
East has dealt more pain and suffering
to the people of that region, as well as
another blow to the peace process. And
though I remain firmly convinced that
a final status agreement—which pro-
vides firm and enforceable security
guarantees for Israel—remains not
only the most desirable way out of the
cycle of violence but indeed the only
way to achieve lasting peace and secu-
rity for all of the people in the region,
the fundamental problem at present is
whether or not Yasir Arafat is capable
of ever becoming a reliable partner in
the peace process. The answer, as un-
fortunate for future generations of Pal-
estinians as for Israelis and for all of
those who crave peace in the Middle
East, would seem to be an emphatic
NO, as indicated by his dismissal of the
historic compromise offered by then-
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak late
last year. Unless and until Chairman
Arafat, or a successor, can demonstrate
the capacity to make peace as well as
war, the outlook for the Middle East
peace process will remain bleak.

Thomas Friedman makes this case
effectively and forcefully in a May 22
editorial in the New York Times, enti-
tled ‘It Only Gets Worse.”” I ask unani-
mous consent that the Friedman edi-
torial be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the edi-
torial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the New York Times, May 22, 2001]

IT ONLY GETS WORSE
(By Thomas L. Friedman)

The long-awaited Mitchell commission re-
port about Israeli-Palestinian violence was
released yesterday, and now there is a debate
over what to do with its recommendations. I
have a suggestion. It’s kind of a two-for-one
deal. Take all the Mitchell reports, make a
big pile out of them, and set them ablaze
into a gigantic bonfire. It would surely gen-
erate enough heat, and light, to make a
small contribution to the Bush energy plan.

Am I being unfair? Yes, just a bit. George
Mitchell is a good man, and the central argu-
ment of his report is right, in the narrowest
sense: If you want to stop the latest Israeli-
Palestinian slide into the abyss, first there
must be a cessation of all violence, and then
confidence-building steps, including a settle-
ments freeze and Palestinian security meas-
ures.

My problem with the Mitchell report is
that it fundamentally ignores how we got
into this abyss and the only real way out. It
is not because of Israeli settlements. The
settlements are foolish, and their continued
expansion is a shameful act of colonial coer-
cion that will meet the fate of all other colo-
nial enterprises in history. The inability of
American Jewish leaders or U.S. govern-
ments to speak out against settlement ex-
pansion—which should be stopped under any
conditions for Israel’s sake—is a blot on all
of them.

But the settlements are not the core prob-
lem. The core problem right now is Yasir



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-20T15:52:42-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




